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Blessed are the Merciful 

for They Shall Receive Mercy 

Introduction 
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. (Matt. 5:7) 

This verse begins the working out of the first four verses. These next three 

statements of Jesus define and describe the evidence of a life changed. Once 

the whole person is changed, made by God to conform to the likeness of 

Christ, the resulting actions will show the activity of the Holy Spirit in directing 

the citizen in a hostile world. As God takes those who are His through the 

transition from being one who sins and rebels to one who seeks God with the 

whole thinking of their heart they will begin to love God, love their neighbors 

and love themselves.    

It is impossible for the unchanged person to show the evidence of godly 

love in their lives. Before they can begin showing love the person must be 

changed, recreated, with their eyes, hearts, words and actions directed by God 

and not themselves. To this end, it will seem like Jesus is repeating Himself and 

His teachings. He does repeat Himself, saying the same thing in different ways, 

over and over, expounding on the principles of a godly life and forcing His 

listeners to agree with Him or completely reject Him. Jesus forces the issues, 

leaving no room for ignoring them or being complacent with them. He 

demands, as only a Sovereign may, our full being to conform to His absolute 

standard.  

Here’s the rub. Jesus meets the ultimate standard for us. He shows mercy 

to use, but then demands we show mercy to others as evidence we recognize 

His mercy to us. Where we were sinners, and are still sinful, He covers us 

with His blood, an act of merciful redemption. Where He shows us our sin, 

bringing us to the low of repentance, He takes upon Himself the 

consequences of that sin, suffering the death justly ours, moving us to the 

height of obedience. Where He turns us toward God, constantly away from 

sin, He gives us the tools to consistently live for God. Where we are 

continually enticed and tempted by the world He gives us a hunger and thirst 

for Him by living in us as His Holy Spirit. If we live it is because of Him. 

When we die it is for Him, for we will be with Him only because of His great 

and eternal mercy toward us.  

Mercy is God’s active love toward us.  

When we are merciful to others it shows we love God for what He has 

done for us. It is His rightful demand we love Him. “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our 
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God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your might” (Deut. 6:4-5). He is God and that is enough.  

But, He has commanded we love those He loves. Since we are not God, 

He is, we do not have permission to act like God. “You shall not take vengeance or 

bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: 

I am the Lord” (Lev.19:18). So, we are to love God with our whole being, and 

we are to love even those who sin against us, with our whole being. 

Even Jesus explicitly states this. Everything in the Hebrew Scripture 

directs God’s creation, those made in His image, to love their Creator and 

to love those made in His image. Jesus was quick to reply when the 

equivalent of an attorney asked Him “Teacher, which is the great commandment in 

the Law?” (Matt. 22: 36). 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 

all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the 

Prophets. (Matt. 22:37-40) 

If we are honest with ourselves we will see the evidence of our lives and 

know, with the thinking of our hearts, how truly wanting we are in doing 

anything God requires. Being honest, however, will also show how much God 

has done for us and will do for us for eternity. His mercy is not once for now 

but once forever. He does not claim us as His to turn us back over to those 

who are our enemies but to fit us completely for eternity in His presence. He is 

brutally honest with us and demands we be brutally honest with ourselves and 

with Him.  

Tempered with mercy.  

David’s Cry for Mercy 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant 

mercy blot out my transgressions. (Ps. 51:1 - To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, when 

Nathan the prophet went to him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba.)  

Mercy is seen by the world as weakness, something the strong does for 

the weak, when they want. There is no compunction to offer mercy, no social 

obligation, no legal demand. Mercy becomes a sign of control and a check 

put on a score card. We like it when we see people showing mercy to others. 

We wonder why many of those who need mercy have allowed themselves to 

come to the place of need. Even God says “I will show mercy to whom I show 

mercy” (Exod. 33:19). The implication we read into these words is He doesn’t 

have to show mercy even though we need His mercy. He becomes the 

ultimate example of our obligation to show mercy to others.  
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We are only half right. We show mercy to others because He has shown 

mercy first to us. He is our example and the standard from which the evidence 

of our lives is measured.  

I think we have misunderstood and misinterpreted His words to Moses. 

His showing mercy is not arbitrary, controlled by a whim or hormonal 

fluctuations. There are absolute circumstances where He shows mercy. There 

are absolute circumstances where He removes His mercy. He has stated these 

circumstances, made known His demands and expectations, defined His law 

and statutes, and given both consequences for compliance and rebellion. We 

do not judge Him.  

In the Hebrew Scriptures most of the verses using the word “mercy” are 

found in the Psalms and Prophets. Mercy becomes a substantial yet poetic 

word used to describe how God’s compassion is shown to us. There are 

several Hebrew words used. One word, racham, has the positive connotation 

of loving deeply and compassionately, with affection. Another word, chanan, 

means to show favor or pity, gracious attention and consideration, generally 

toward one who is in great need. Both words are verbs and show an act of 

the will from one toward another.  

In the Greek New Testament only one significant word is used for mercy, 

eleeo, and means to show favor toward someone afflicted or wretched and in the 

greatest need. Again, it is a verb showing an act of the will from one toward 

another.  

Mercy is relational. It is active love shown by God to all. It is the active 

love those who are His show to each other and to those who continually rebel 

against Him. It is a realization of the need for God’s active love, an 

understanding of the consequences of our need, and a humble acceptance.  

David knew he was sinning when he murdered Uriah and then took 

Bathsheba as his wife. He knew the law and had a personal relationship with 

God. His faith in God was strong. It is not the sin which corrupted his flesh 

was stronger, but his resolve to sin, his decision to sin and rebel against God, 

was more important to him than his desire to love God. He wanted to sin and 

God did not stop him. Sin’s ramifications and God’s response to rebellion is 

eternally large and mysterious.  

David asked for mercy even while knowing intimately the consequences 

of his sin. David asked for mercy knowing God had shown His mercy to 

David all along. David expressed the depth of his misery over his sin, the 

crushing need for God’s mercy and acceptance, through poetic words filled 

with emotion.  
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We don’t need to write poetry. We all do need to think and feel as the 

whole person God has made us. We do need to weep with mourning over sin 

and weep for joy in God’s mercy. Lord, don’t let the thinking of our hearts 

be devoid of feeling.  

Mercy Offered 
And the Lord afflicted the child that Uriah’s wife bore to David, and he became sick. 

David therefore sought God on behalf of the child. And David fasted and went in and lay 

all night on the ground. (2 Sam. 12:15-16) 

David asked for mercy for his child, conceived through an adulterous and 

murderous affair. Yet, the child died. Did God not show His mercy to the 

child? A momentary affliction of sickness to death brought the child into the 

presence of God. Then, David sought mercy for himself. In both cases God 

showed mercy to those He loves.  

God’s people continually cry out to Him for mercy, a divine characteristic 

of God shown toward man. Many seek, accept or reject His mercy. His mercy 

is shown every day, to every person, even when they do not realize it. As an 

integral part of common grace, God’s mercy is given to the ignorant, the 

hypocrite, and those who catch only a glimmer of His compassion. God, the 

righteous Judge, shows mercy to all by not executing judgment against all. It is 

mercy which brings a condemned sinner into the presence of God.  

We are under God’s condemnation because of sin. Most people in this 

world having dispensed with the knowledge of God in their rebellion, living 

instead fearing superstition. They replace the truth of God with a lie of their 

own invention, accepting the lie as truth. To say the belief in superstition is 

something foisted upon an unsuspecting, even innocent, people denies the 

image of God in man which witnesses the truth of God. Yet, God continues 

allowing them to live using fear to drive them toward Himself. He prompts 

them with His Spirit to see the truth. Those who die saying the truth of the 

Spirit is a lie, die physically and spiritually. There comes a place where God’s 

mercy ceases and His wrathful judgment is exercised.  

How do we know God shows Himself, or that His Spirit shows the truth 

to those in rebellion? He has told us.  

And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if 

you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” And he 

believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness. (Gen. 15:5-6) 

But it is the spirit in man, the breath of the Almighty, that makes him understand. 

(Job 32:8) 

The heavens declare the glory of God,  
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and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 

 Day to day pours out speech,  

and night to night reveals knowledge. 

 There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard. (Ps. 19:1-3) 

For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to 

them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been 

clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So 

they are without excuse. (Rom. 1:19-20) 

They are without excuse and are judged for blasphemy of the Holy Spirit, 

which is attributing to that which is not God what God has done. Jesus 

confronts the Pharisees who attribute His casting out demons to the work of 

the devil. Jesus is emphatic in His rebuke. See the dialog between the Pharisees 

and Jesus in Matthew 12:22-37 (see also Mark 3:28-29; Luke 12:10). So, those 

who turn truth into a lie and demand the lie be true are in danger of God’s 

wrath and “without excuse” (Rom. 1:20). 

What about the hypocrite, specifically the religious hypocrite? Those who say 

with their mouths they are following God, who even demonstrates religious 

piety, continue rebelling against God in their hearts. They recognize the concept 

of mercy without demonstrating they have received mercy. Jesus’ strongest 

words were not against “sinners” and “tax-collectors” and “prostitutes”, or even 

against the Roman occupiers who controlled Judah and Jerusalem. His most 

critical words were against the religious leaders.  

“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom of 

heaven in people’s faces. For you neither enter yourselves nor allow those who would enter to 

go in. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel across sea and land to 

make a single proselyte, and when he becomes a proselyte, you make him twice as much a 

child of hell as yourselves. (Matt. 23:13-15) 

Although receiving God’s mercy and grace they show no mercy to those 

who do not fit their expectations. By seeking to control others they try to 

control God and show they have no understanding of God’s grace and mercy.  

Those who catch only a glimmer of God’s mercy need only that glimmer. 

It is enough for them to honestly see themselves as God sees them, desperately 

wicked, black with sin as with leprosy, depraved, completely unable to do 

anything righteous. But, a glimmer of God’s mercy also shows them how much 

God loves those created in His image.  

Though I am sentenced to death, which is eternal separation from God 

who is the source of life, His Son took upon Himself the judgment due me. In 

exchange for my sin He gave me His righteousness. His mercy is given and 

received, not earned or bought.  
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How do I know I have, or anyone has, received God’s mercy. Because I 

want to give others what God has given me. “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 

receive mercy” (Matt. 5:7). 

Mercy: Peter, James and John 
Now Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, but when they became 

fully awake they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. And as the men were 

parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here. Let us make three 

tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah” – not knowing what he said. (Luke 

9:32-33; see also Matt. 17:4) 

 If Peter was anything he was practical. His thoughts and actions showed 

his complete involvement in life and the world. From acquiescing to Jesus 

command to let down his nets for a catch after a full night of futile work, 

“Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets” 

(Luke 5:5) to his walking on water.  

“Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So 

Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. But when he saw the 

wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” (Matt. 14:28-30) 

Peter’s was unable to think beyond himself as the center of the world. It 

is a problem we all share.  

 While many things happened to Peter during his life, he walked with and 

was taught by Jesus, and after the ascension as he traveled the world, the 

apostle to the Jews, I want to look at the mercy God showed him. Mercy is 

active love, and God showed His active love toward Peter, and the other 

disciples, in ways far beyond their, and our, limited comprehension.  

 On the mount of transfiguration Peter was brought into the presence of 

God. As you look back in Scripture you will find only two instances where 

God “showed His glory” to a man. Both times God showed Himself it was 

on a mountain, the Mountain of God. Both times He shielded those He 

showed His glory from seeing His face. When Moses went to God to make 

the second set of tablets God passed by and shielded him with His hand. 

“Behold, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock, and while my glory 

passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I 

have passed by. Then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back, but my face 

shall not be seen” (Exod. 33:21-23). Then, when Elijah ran to God after killing 

the prophets of Baal and the threat of Jezebel, he pulled his cloak over his 

head, shielding his face from seeing God.  

And he said, “Go out and stand on the mount before the Lord.” And behold, the Lord 

passed by, and a great and strong wind tore the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks 
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before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind. And after the wind an earthquake, but 

the Lord was not in the earthquake. And after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not 

in the fire. And after the fire the sound of a low whisper. And when Elijah heard it, he 

wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. (1 Kings 

19:11-13) 

 Are there any other instances in Scripture where a sinful man was exposed 

to the glory of God? Adam and Eve before the fall? Joshua, who never left the 

tent of meeting while the glory of God was on it? Hananiah, Mishael, and 

Azariah (Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego) walking around in the fiery 

furnace with one who looked like a “son of the gods?” (Dan. 3:25). How about 

those who were given visions of God on His throne? None of these were 

shielded from what they saw, yet all saw God. Better, all saw the pre-incarnate 

Christ, God the Son.  

 When Jesus was transformed, metamorphosing before Peter, James and 

John, He was transfigured into that which He truly is. Peter, James and John 

saw Jesus with Moses and Elijah, the only three men who had ever seen God 

the Father’s glory. We make the assumption this was the only instance during 

Christ earthly time where He was transfigured and shown His true glory. Yet, 

Christ went many times, as was His habit, up a mountain to pray alone. Just 

because we are told of one time does not mean He was transfigured only this 

one time. We have no witnesses of the other times He was alone and there is 

no reason to not believe He was transfigured at those times, also.  

 Why Peter said what he did is a mystery. We can make many assumptions, 

something we do willingly, as we focus upon ourselves and try to understand a 

man who walked with Christ. That he and the others saw Christ in His glory, 

was an act of love extended to few in this world. Not until we reach eternity 

will we see Christ in His glory. But, Peter, James and John did.  

 There was nothing about these men which qualified them for such an 

honor. Peter was a sinful man who saw the world revolving around himself, 

who wanted things his way. He acknowledged the sinfulness of his heart. He 

suffered the gentle, stinging rebukes of Jesus because of his lack of faith. He 

would deny Christ. By the end of his life he did not see himself worthy to even 

die the same way Christ died. Throughout, he received God’s gracious mercy, 

even when he did not recognize it.  

 Mercy is more than God’s actions toward those in pitiable circumstances. 

Mercy defines God’s actions toward us all the time.  
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God’s Mercy 
 God’s mercy for us began before the fall. He created Man, giving him His 

image, knowing Man would rebel, knowing how desperately wicked Man 

would become, how much it would cost to redeem Man from the slave-block 

of sin. He knew all of the agony each would suffer at the hands of others, of 

His Son’s agony on the cross. He sees all those who are not redeemed.  

 God’s mercy continued as He sent His Son, who voluntarily came, setting 

aside His glory and position in eternity, as a helpless baby. He said He would 

do this (from eternity past) right after Man fell, after the rebellion which 

separated everyone from God. We are separated from Him yet He did not 

separate Himself from us. Instead, He chose a path, a genealogical trail through 

history, before history, to show us His promise fulfilled.  

 He chose Abraham, not because Abraham was sinless or special, but 

because Jesus would come from his genealogical line. He chose a nation out of 

all the nations. They were a rebellious and stiff-necked people who showed 

themselves as sinful as the nations around them. He gave them the Law and a 

Land, He set them apart, not because they were special but because of what He 

decided to do.  

 He first chose Saul as King. Then He made David king and it was 

through the line of David, a sinful man whose divided heart followed God, 

Jesus would come. David, who murdered and committed adultery, coveted, 

stole and who repented and gave himself to God over and over.  

 Follow the genealogy of Jesus and you will see God deciding the path 

through which His Son would descend. We can say with assurance God chose 

the people of Israel but only as the lineage through which His Son would 

come. He gave them the Law, meant to teach them they could not obey the 

Law but needed grace. He gave them a land which He took from them, 

expelling them from the land like He expelled Adam and Eve from the garden, 

for sin and rebellion. Even today Israel’s hold on the land is tenuous. All we 

can say with certainty about God choosing Israel is that His Son was born a 

Jew. It was for Him, not the people of Israel, God determined to use the 

Jewish people.  

 God’s chosen are those who belong to Christ, the Chosen One, not those 

who are naturally born into a land or race. God’s mercy came to the people of 

Israel because He was preparing a time for His Son to enter the world and 

redeem those who are His. Everything else about the chosen people is ancillary.  

 God’s mercy came in a real way. For those short years of His time on earth 

people could touch God’s mercy. They could listen to Him and speak to Him. 

They ate with Him and were fed and healed by Him. God showed Himself and 
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His mercy in the very person of His beloved Son, Jesus. And we, the chosen of 

God, took His mercy and murdered Him. God’s mercy cannot be killed. It can 

be rejected. Nothing we do forces God to change.  

 That’s good for us.  

More of God’s Mercy 
The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and 

gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast 

love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means 

clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children’s children, to 

the third and the fourth generation.” (Exod. 34:6-7) 

 We do not have the right to concentrate only upon God’s mercy, 

separating it from the rest of who He is, focusing only upon this one 

characteristic. When I say we “do not have the right” I’m really saying we do 

this all of the time and doing this is wrong. Doing this is like taking Scripture 

out of context or infusing our own meanings into Scripture without trying to 

discover what God is saying to us. Our sin is ever before God, permeating our 

very beings. We have to work at keeping perspective. God does this for us.  

 In the two verses quoted Moses has been instructed to cut out of stone 

two tablets. Upon those tablets God wrote the Law for His people. God had 

already done this, but Moses, upon hearing the loud sin of the people as he was 

came down the mountain, threw them down, breaking them. God did not 

rebuke Moses for breaking the first set. Moses broke the physical set. God had 

written them in stone. None had the right to break any of the Laws given. Yet, 

the people were breaking them, rebelling against God and the way He had 

made them, while God was writing them in stone. It was wholly appropriate 

for Moses to break them and then place the copy of the commandments, now 

broken, in the Ark of the Covenant as a continual reminder of man’s sin.  

 When God gave the Law, the ten commandments, a second time to Moses 

and the people, He gave us divine characteristics which define who He is.  

 He is merciful and gracious.  

 He is slow to anger.  

 He is abounding in steadfast love.  

 He is abounding in steadfast faithfulness.  

 He forgives iniquity and transgression and sin.  

 But, He does not ignore the guilty.  

 And then, He makes a statement which should stop everyone in their 

tracks. He states the sin of the fathers (and mothers) will follow their families. 

Children will repeat the sins of their parents. Does He give a limit by saying to 
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the “third and fourth generation”? No, He is not limiting the effect of sin but 

showing how it cascades down through the ages, from person to person, 

generation to generation. Sin cannot be stopped until it is destroyed.  

 We cannot understand or grasp God’s mercy unless we, at the same time, 

understand and grasp His righteous judgment against sin. Sometimes the 

easiest way (for me, at least) to understand what is being said, is to work 

through from the end to the beginning.  

 Sin is pervasive and He will hold guilty all who sin. He does not ignore 

sin. Having created man in His image, He will not overlook anything which 

corrupts, not His character, but what represents and reflects His character. 

Sin corrupts His creation and He must judge not only sin but the desire to sin 

and debase anything which reflects Himself. When we sin, when we actively 

rebel against God, we augment the corruption. God has judged sin and 

sentenced all those who sin to death.  

 But, He says He “forgives iniquity and transgression and sin.” There must be 

something between the forgiveness of sin and the not ignoring the guilty. That 

something is Christ, the mercy seat, the One whose blood covered the broken 

Law. We will soon examine the mercy seat. For those who belong to Christ, 

when God sees them it is through the blood of His beloved Son. He forgave us 

because His Son took upon Himself our sin, giving us His righteousness. He is 

the divine reason for our acceptance by God.  

 Notice He is steadfast in both love and faithfulness. He does not facilitate 

or waver in who He is. He is not influenced by outside forces, compromise His 

character to appease anyone, or ask. If anyone can find a place in Scripture 

where it is undeniable that God asks something of anyone, please show me. 

Better, find two or three places. When He says He will love and be faithful to 

those who are His, He is. But, He demands obedience.  

 He is slow to anger. This does not mean He does not get angry. There are 

too many places in Scripture where He obviously acted in anger. In every 

instance His anger was righteous and justifiable. His judgment against sin is 

righteous and justifiable. Though we all feel the effects of sin, His common 

grace continues sustaining our lives. He drives people to repentance through 

suffering. He allows suffering to teach the reality of sin.  

 Being slow to anger, and decreeing a means for forgiving sin exhibits His 

active love, mercy, for those He created and His eternal grace. Beyond a doubt, 

God’s intent in leaving those who are His in this sinful place, in a world at war, is 

so we might be convinced, completely, utterly convinced, of His love and mercy.  

 How do we know?  
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I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the 

owner of everything, but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. 

In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of 

the world. But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 

born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption 

as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 

“Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through 

God. (Gal. 4:1-7) 

 He changed our genealogy.  

God’s Mercy Seat 
“You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold. Two cubits and a half shall be its length, 

and a cubit and a half its breadth. And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of hammered 

work shall you make them, on the two ends of the mercy seat. Make one cherub on the one 

end, and one cherub on the other end. Of one piece with the mercy seat shall you make the 

cherubim on its two ends. The cherubim shall spread out their wings above, overshadowing the 

mercy seat with their wings, their faces one to another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of 

the cherubim be. And you shall put the mercy seat on the top of the ark, and in the ark you 

shall put the testimony that I shall give you. There I will meet with you, and from above the 

mercy seat, from between the two cherubim that are on the ark of the testimony, I will speak 

with you about all that I will give you in commandment for the people of Israel. (Exod. 

25:17-22) 

Scripture uses the term “mercy seat” best understood using the word 

“propitiate” which currently means appeasement. The actual Hebrew word 

means “lid” or “covering.” Yet, this particular lid does more than keep the 

contents of a box secure. Part of the lid was the cherub with outstretched 

wings and faces looking down to the lid. It is from between the cherub God 

spoke to Moses. 

There I will meet with you, and from above the mercy seat, from between the two 

cherubim that are on the ark of the testimony, I will speak with you about all that I will 

give you in commandment for the people of Israel. (Exod. 25:22) 

 Inside of the chest, the Ark of the Covenant, were three things, placed 

within over a short period of time. These were the stone tablets chiseled out by 

Moses which had the ten commandments originally written by God. It was the 

second copy because the first copy, written by God, had been thrown down 

and broken by Moses on the trail into camp when he heard the people of God 

sinning. Also within the Ark was a jar of manna (see Exod. 16:33-34), never 

spoiling, and Aaron’s rod, which had budded, showing God’s approval of 

Moses and Aaron after a small rebellion (see Num. 17:10). So within the ark 
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were God’s law, God’s provision for His people and a symbol of God’s 

absolute decrees, His choosing.  

 Once a year the high priest, beginning with Aaron, would enter the Holy of 

Holies, or the Most Holy Place, where the Ark of the Testimony was and offer 

atonement for the sins of the people. He would do this following the 

requirements of God given in Leviticus 23, by sprinkling, or pouring out, blood 

on the cover, the mercy seat. By doing this, still only once a year, the high priest 

would atone for the unintentional sins of the people.  

 As God looked down, symbolized by the faces of the cherubim, He would 

see those things in the ark. He would see His assurance of His decrees in 

choosing those who are His to do His will even though they rebelled. He 

would see the provision He made for His people during their wanderings in the 

wilderness because of their rebellion. He would see the Laws of God, broken 

by the people in their constant rebellion. Then He would see the blood poured 

out over these things. Blood does not hide from His sight the rebellion of all 

people. Blood says the crimes and rebellion of the people have been paid for, 

atonement made, the sentence carried out and finished.  

 Blood poured out over the mercy seat releases those who rebel from the 

eternal punishment for sin. But someone has to bear the brunt of the 

punishment. It is not the blood of bulls and goats, which mean nothing to 

God. For the people continued to rebel, to sin against Him, requiring 

sacrifice daily and annually in the Most Holy Place. Sacrifices must be 

repeated. To stop this there must be one sacrifice which takes care of all sin. 

Either that or each must bear the sentence for their sin alone.  

 It was never God’s intent that each bear the sentence for their sin. It was 

His intent that One perfect sacrifice be made for the sin of all. That sacrifice 

was His Son, Himself. Only one who has perfectly kept the Law of God could 

be the substitute, to bear the sentence of sin for another. And, He did.  

“For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and 

are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus who God 

has put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show 

God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sin. 

(Rom. 5:22-25) 

 There is only One who could bear the burdens of the sin of any in the 

world, let alone all in the world, and pay the penalty of sin. It is God Himself. 

Jesus’ blood releases us from the sentence of sin, which is eternal separation 

from God. His blood does not hide our sins from God. Nothing can. It pays 

the penalty and redeems us from certain, eternal death.  

 Yet, even though God’s mercy is greater than we can know there are still 
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many who will not be saved. There is only one unforgiveable sin. But, it only 

takes one sin to be separated from God.  

I Will Have Mercy On Whom 
What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God’s part? By no means! For he says to 

Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have 

compassion.” So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy. 

For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might 

show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” So then he 

has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. (Rom. 9:14-18) 

 We have to know the context of the above passage to understand what is 

being said. Paul has just expounded on grace and justification. He has accused 

everyone of sin and stated everyone is in rebellion against God. He has shown 

the complete inability of anyone to make themselves right before God, their 

Creator. Then he shows how the work of Christ on the cross has bridged the 

gap created by sin between God and sinful man. All of this comes through the 

direct will of God shown throughout Israel’s history. All of history seen in 

Scripture points to One person, Jesus Christ.  Every decision God makes 

points toward His Son.   

 Let’s be clear. Every decision God makes, everything He does, everything 

He has created, does and will do, points to Himself. While Scripture is clear 

about the teaching of the Trinity it is equally clear about God being One. Only 

He knows thoroughly His mind and the reasons for the decisions, the decrees, 

He makes. 

We know, from Scripture and life experience, that there are many who 

will not enter eternity in His presence. We know those who do not and those 

who do are at God’s complete mercy. We also know all are responsible 

before God for their acceptance or rejection of His grace, witnessed by the 

Holy Spirit, God Himself, to them. We can surmise many positions. Here is 

what God has done.  

 Some were chosen to live within the culture and history of Israel, finding 

themselves in the lineage or people of God culminating in the birth of Jesus. 

Others find themselves outside of that lineage.  

But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from 

Israel belong to Israel, and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but 

“Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” This means that it is not the children of the 

flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring. For 

this is what the promise said: “About this time next year I will return, and Sarah shall have 

a son.” And not only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our 
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forefather Isaac, though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad — in 

order that God’s purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of him 

who calls — she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” As it is written, “Jacob I loved, 

but Esau I hated.” (Rom. 9:6-13) 

 In Romans 9:13 the Greek word for “hated” is also translated “detested.” 

In Romans 9:18 the Greek word for “harden” is also translated “to render 

obstinate” or “stubborn.” These verses are straightforward in their 

description of God’s attitude toward both Esau, the father of the Edomites, 

and Pharaoh. God hardened Pharaoh’s heart, making him stubborn and 

obstinate toward God’s command. In Malachi 1:2-3 God says: “‘I have loved 

you,’ says the Lord. But you say, ‘How have you loved us?’ ‘Is not Esau Jacob’s brother?’ 

declares the Lord. ‘Yet I have loved Jacob but Esau I have hated. I have laid waste his hill 

country and left his heritage to jackals of the desert.’” So God uses sinful people to 

bring about His will.  

 Pharaoh thought himself god, equal to any god, better than all gods. While 

God hardened Pharaoh’s heart Scripture also tells us Pharaoh hardened his 

own heart (see Exod. 7:22; 8:15, 19, 32; 9:34; 1 Sam. 6:6). But there are many 

places within Exodus where God says He hardened Pharaoh’s heart. Who did 

it? God or Pharaoh? I conclude both. They agreed with each other that 

Pharaoh’s heart would not yield to God’s command.  

 What about Esau. Malachi is speaking about the descendants of Esau, the 

head of their people. These people despised God the same way Esau despised 

his birthright (see Gen. 25). Yet, Deuteronomy 2 describes God’s love for 

Esau and his people. When Israel was on their way to possess the land God 

warned them to not bother the people of Esau. This does not sound like God 

detested Esau. Yet, Esau did not seek after God and experienced His justified 

wrath. Both Jeremiah and Obadiah prophecy against Esau. Esau’s nation did 

not turn toward God but away. Again, the decision was mutual.  

 God’s wrath comes against those who do not obey His commands. But, 

God’s mercy comes to those who do obey His commands. What commands? 

The Law? The Jews had the Law and could not keep it. Any law? Obeying any 

law will not bring anyone into eternity. There is only one way.  

What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have 

attained it, that is, a righteousness that is by faith; but that Israel who pursued a law that 

would lead to righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law. Why? Because they did not 

pursue it by faith, but as if it were based on works. They have stumbled over the stumbling 

stone, as it is written, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a rock of 

offense; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” (Rom. 9:30-33) 

 God’s decrees are sure and fixed. Man’s responsibility is equally sure and 
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fixed.  Remember, obedience carries with it no merit. We cannot say I obeyed 

therefore God owes me. We can only say, by God’s mercy am I saved.  

Have Mercy on Me 
He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and 

treated others with contempt:  

“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 

The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 

men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give 

tithes of all that I get.’   

But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat 

his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’  

I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone 

who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” (Luke 

18:9-14) 

 Jesus tells this parable describing one who is rich in spirit contrasted with 

one who is poor in spirit. It is the tax collector and the Pharisee. Since it is a 

parable it is important we understand the context in which it is told and about 

whom Jesus is speaking. Parables are often interpreted in a way which makes 

them walk away from their meaning.  

 Beginning in Luke 14 we see Jesus drawing a sharp distinction between 

those who say they worship and know God and those who truly do know and 

worship Him. There is a running argument between the Pharisees and Jesus. 

Many stories and illustration are given to show the disparity. From the feast to 

the lost coin, sheep and son, the healing of lepers and the persistent widow, 

Jesus continually draws a distinction between the two camps.  

 Jesus’ discourse, found in Luke 15-17, illustrates the difference between 

sin and repentance, and faith and obedience. Those who do not worship 

God, though they will say they do, do not understand that before you can be 

found you must be lost. Before you can repent you must acknowledge sin. 

Also, where there is faith there is evidence of faith, obedience. Where there is 

no true obedience there is no faith. Just saying you obey is not good enough. 

Nor can anyone jump over repentance straight to obedience. The process is 

sure. First comes acknowledgment of sin, then repentance. With repentance 

is faith and the evidence of faith is true obedience.  

 In the parable, two men go into worship God. One is self-righteous, 

saying he has done all and more than God requires. He thinks he has fulfilled 

the written law in all its aspects. He may have. But his attitude goes beyond 

simply doing the laws. He compares his righteousness, as measured by his 
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own interpretation of the law, with the unrighteousness of the other man in 

the story.  

 We do not need to imagine the history of either in this parable. They have 

no history. One man is a tax collector, who recognizes his sin before a 

righteous God. His life is black with sin. There is nothing he can do to take 

away his sin. Even keeping the law perfectly cannot take away the judgment of 

God against his sin.  

 In the parable the first man shows he does not need God, only the law, 

while the second needs God, but knows his sin keeps him away. One did not 

know he was under God’s judgment and wrath while the other knew he 

deserved only God’s judgment and wrath. One asked God for nothing while 

the other begged for his life. He beat his breast and begged for mercy.  He 

asked God for mercy. 

 Jesus tells us we can ask for anything in His name. This is not a blank 

check for anything we want. His statement is surrounded by everything God 

wants for us, nothing the world has for us.  

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and 

greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. Whatever you ask in 

my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask me anything 

in my name, I will do it. “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask 

the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of 

truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know 

him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. (John 14:12-17) 

 God promises us the Spirit of truth. We are to do what He does. We love 

Him by doing His commandments. There is no place for the world and its 

expectations. Only what God wants, which is pure and undefiled, righteous and 

holy, untainted by sin, selfishness or self-righteousness. It is wholly appropriate 

we beg for mercy and acknowledge His grace.  

I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For 

everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be 

exalted. (Luke 18:14) 

Fear of God 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. 

Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. (John 14:27) 

 There are many kinds of fears. At the top of the list is the fear of death. 

With the assurance of God’s grace there should be no fear. Yet, we are 

human, sinful, and for many Christians it is the process of dying, not death, 

which is terrifying. For the non-Christian death brings an unknown, or a 
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refused to know, truth. All of the fanciful thinking and imagining of life is 

dashed against the reality of God’s presence. Perhaps this is why those who 

are confronted by God while in this world are terrified by His presence. They 

face judgment and death.  

 In Scripture the word fear is used in two ways. Those facing the dangerous 

unknown feel fear for their safety. It is the heart stopping, thought stopping, 

adrenaline rush to flee, freeze or fight that grips a person when they come face-

to-face with ultimate danger. If they are unprepared, blind-sided, by the danger, 

it could kill them, either physically or spiritually. Most of the danger we face 

does not end in physical death. It may, however, end in spiritual death. God 

uses danger to show us our need for Him. Those who turn away from God, 

refusing to trust Him for their ultimate safety, run away in their thinking and 

believing. It does not matter what the danger is which causes such fear. Either 

the person who rejects God freezes, refusing to see Him, flees from Him, or 

fights against Him, because of their fear of Him.  

 Secondly, fear is used to describe an attitude toward God. Not a fear which 

gives up, or runs from, or fights against, but a fear which acknowledges the 

presence and power and authority of God when faced with personal sinfulness. 

It is the fear of God mentioned so often in the Hebrew Scripture. This fear is 

real fear, being afraid and terrified of God because we, made in His image, 

rebel against our Creator. It is fear which acknowledges the truth of our 

position before God and humbly seeks His mercy, knowing His righteousness 

and justice. It is a fear caused by disappointing someone who truly loves 

another. It is a fear which comes with realizing even slightly what sin costs God 

and that nothing we do will repay His love. It is as deeply personal as a parent 

with a small, disobedient child who suddenly realizes, truly realizes, what they 

have done wrong. To fear God is the devastation of my sinful practices, the 

undoing of my worldly position and the complete assurance of my place in 

God’s eternal love. A reverent fear of God is unexplainable to those who do 

not fear Him.  

 When the disciples were confronted by Jesus during dangerous situations 

they show terror and fear. Twice, they are in a boat in the middle of a raging 

Sea of Galilee, where even the hardened, experienced fishermen of that Sea 

quake with fear. Jesus is unafraid for He is the Creator and controls the wind 

and the waves, even walking on the tumultuous water. Both times He rebukes 

the disciples for being afraid and not having faith. Three times He rebukes 

Peter for his lack of faith. In what object is their faith placed? Were they 

placing their trust in the boat which was in danger of sinking? Had they placed 

their trust in others in the boat, those who could not control the wind? Or, in 
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the One who Created the wind, the water and waves, who stood with them 

unafraid, even asleep?  

 Then, on the mountain where Jesus was transfigured, metamorphosed into 

His true self, three of the disciples saw Jesus, Moses and Elijah, then heard 

God speak and they were terrified.  

“When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. But Jesus came 

and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” And when they lifted up their eyes, they 

saw no one but Jesus only. (Matt. 17:6-8) 

 In this instance, Jesus did not rebuke them for a lack of faith. Like Moses 

and Elijah, these three had been in the physical presence of God, hidden from 

His face by the transcendence of Jesus’ glory. They heard God speak. It is only 

natural for sinful people to freeze in terror when in the presence of Holy God. 

They were accompanied by their Intercessor, the One who carried their sins on 

His shoulders, encompassing them in His grace and mercy so they would not 

be destroyed.  

 God’s mercy releases the sinner from the sentence and punishment of sin. 

For those who fear God, sin needs to brings fear. For those who fear God 

mercy brings assurance, peace and perseverance.  

(More on) Fear of God 
So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. For judgment is 

without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. (Jas. 2:12-13) 

 We fear God in honoring Him and in being terrified of Him. He is the 

One, the only One, who can have mercy on anyone. We fear He may withhold 

His mercy, terrified of the consequences of separation from Him. We honor 

Him when we recognize the reality of sin, realize its consequences, and find 

ourselves driven toward Him while relinquishing control to Him.  

 Many do not fear God, instead placing their fear, honor and worship in a 

figment of their imagination. They fear an idol, a piece of wood or hunk of 

metal or natural wonder. They fear losing the dead thing because of the control 

it has on their lives, bodies, traditions and cultures. It is the familiar they fear 

losing. They fear the imagined consequences of rebelling against man-made or 

demon-made demands. Like the Israelites rebelling against God during the 

Exodus they would rather be enslaved to what they know, however horrible, 

than freed for what they don’t. God’s promises mean nothing when He is not 

feared for who He is.  

 Yet, true knowledge of God is close to all. Truth is even closer to those 

who can pick up and read Scripture. Truth is intimately close for those who 

have the Holy Spirit to open their minds and hearts. When seen through the 
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eyes of sin then revealed by the Holy Spirit truth devastates and undoes. Jesus 

tells us the truth will make you free. “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 

disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:31-32). He 

said this to those who believed His words. We are freed from sin only when we 

are drawn, tugged and pulled, relentlessly driven toward God’s mercy, toward 

God Himself.  

 To receive His mercy we must be afraid. Fear of God burns away the 

desire to sin, exposing the raw nerves of the re-created spiritual self. Mercy 

covers the wounds made by fear, heightening the sensitivity of the spiritual 

nerves while healing those exposed by the fire. Instead of the rough, unfeeling 

calluses of the world, we have the smooth, spiritually sensitive skin of eternity. 

Let sin touch this new skin and it will recoil in pain and grief and fear. For the 

new, spiritual self cannot sin without plunging headfirst into mourning. God’s 

mercy allows us to share a little of the pain He feels as He confronts and deals 

with sin.  

 Was not Jesus, as a man, the morphe of a bondservant, the morphe of God, 

tortured to death? He bore our sin, every second immersed in agony, every 

moment feeling the wrath of a just God. Mercy is active love. In Christ’s 

sacrifice God actively loved us.  

 Fear God. He excuses no sin. Honor Him by accepting the gift of mercy. 

The righteous Judge has released us from the sentence of death. Before we 

can show mercy to others we must first embrace the full extent of His active 

love, His mercy, for us.  

A Pharisee and Sinful Woman 
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. (Matt. 5:7) 

 Interpret this verse considering the whole life of the person, past, present 

and future. We show mercy because we are shown mercy. We show mercy 

because we have been shown mercy. Our responsibility to show mercy is a 

direct result of God showing mercy throughout our existence.  

 However, because of our sinful nature we will not naturally show mercy. 

We must be taught to show mercy. We learn to show mercy by being shown 

mercy by another. We will not recognize mercy for what it is unless we 

recognize we have violated a law established by a higher authority and have 

then come under conviction and the wrath of that authority. Comprehending 

God’s mercy demands mourning over sin. Accepting mercy suggests turning 

away from the moral violation to never doing it again, which is repentance.  

 In order to receive mercy forgiveness must be offered concurrently. Mercy 

is one side of a coin, with forgiveness on the flip side. You cannot have one 
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without the other. What good is it if God says I have forgiven you your sins 

but does not show mercy? Or what good is being shown mercy without also 

being forgiven. Both become hollow acts when not offered together. So, when 

we show mercy we give forgiveness.  

Read the story of Jesus’ anointing in Luke 7:36-50. 

 What would drive anyone to do what this woman does? Why would she 

spend hard earned money to buy a perfume only to pour it on the feet of a 

traveling preacher? She saw something in herself she did not like and 

something in Jesus she did. She saw herself as a despicable sinner and she saw 

Jesus as one who accepted her no matter her past. She had obviously been 

previously exposed to Jesus, perhaps hearing him speak and tell stories. She 

may have watched Him do a miracle, heal someone who was blind, cleanse a 

leper, make someone who was lame walk. That, and Jesus was known for 

telling people their sins were forgiven. No sacrifices. No confessions at the 

temple. Maybe He had shown her mercy earlier in the day or week.  

 As they were eating at the house of a Pharisee she comes in and began 

anointing His feet with her perfume and her tears. Scripture suggests she was a 

prostitute and this place was the last place you would find a woman with her past. 

She would never come near a religious zealot like a Pharisee. He would not be 

seen with her and she would only tease him for his self-righteousness. He hated 

her and she would have despised him. The only thing they had in common was 

their country of birth and Jesus. They both wanted to be with Jesus but for 

different reasons. For him, being seen with Jesus would increase his prestige 

among the people. For her, because Jesus accepted her and treated her like a 

person loved by God even though she was devastatingly aware of her sin.  

 Jesus both forgave the woman and showed her mercy, accepting her 

unconditionally in spite of her sordid past. He actively loved her giving her the 

mercy of forgiveness for her sins, not because she first loved him. She 

demonstrated her love for Him because she recognized His love for her. 

Conversely, the Pharisees who sat with Him judged both Jesus and the sinful 

woman, rejecting both. In their minds the debt of sin can be so great not even 

God can forgive let alone show mercy.  

 Pharisees never ask for mercy or forgiveness.  Yet, the woman didn’t have 

to ask for either. Forgiveness and mercy had already been given.  

God’s Mercy to David 
So the LORD sent a pestilence on Israel from the morning until the appointed time. 

And there died of the people from Dan to Beersheba 70,000 men. (2 Sam. 24:15) 
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 Of all of the Kings of Israel David carried the most renown. He was a truly 

human, yet sinful, servant of God, knowing God both intellectually and 

intimately. His arrogance and sinfulness are on full display in Scripture. So, too, 

was His deep worship of the God he served. His poetry and Psalms reveal the 

depth of his heart. He would sin boldly and repent openly. God used David 

and his family, and through his line gave us His Son, by preparing Israel to 

receive Messiah.  

 In the story, found in the last chapter if 2 Samuel, God is open about 

His determination to teach and discipline His people. “Again the anger of the 

LORD was kindled against Israel, and he incited David against them, saying, ‘Go, 

number Israel and Judah’” (2 Sam. 24:1). Before we question God’s motives, 

assigning Him a place as tempter, let us remember He is God and not the 

author of sin or temptation. In Isaiah 45 He declares He is God and there is 

no other. (see Isa. 45: 5, 14, 18, 21, 22). 

Remember this and stand firm, recall it to mind, you transgressors, remember the former 

things of old; for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me, 

declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My 

counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose,’ calling a bird of prey from the east, 

the man of my counsel from a far country. I have spoken, and I will bring it to pass; I have 

purposed, and I will do it. “Listen to me, you stubborn of heart, you who are far from 

righteousness: I bring near my righteousness; it is not far off, and my salvation will not delay; I 

will put salvation in Zion, for Israel my glory.” (Isa. 46:8-13) 

 We are His servants. He is not ours. So, when David decides to sin by 

numbering the people, it was David’s sin, not God’s. “Incite” means to move 

or provoke. God takes complete responsibility, placing David’s sin within His 

divine decree from eternity to eternity and says it will happen. But, it is still 

David’s sin, not God’s.  

 David directed his Commander, Joab, “Go through all the tribes of Israel, from 

Dan to Beersheba, and number the people, that I may know the number of the people” (2 

Sam. 24:2). David had been thinking and feeling, musing and pondering 

(perhaps in his old age) how strong he really was, not how strong is his God. 

Joab, a strong and powerful man in his own right, saw quickly the folly of his 

king’s request. “May the LORD your God add to the people a hundred times as many as 

they are, while the eyes of my lord the king still see it, but why does my lord the king delight in 

this thing?” (2 Sam. 24:3). David insisted and Joab obeyed and the fighting men 

were counted. And God’s wrath was kindled against Israel because of His 

wrath against David’s lack of faith.  

 David, after the men were numbered, knew exactly what he had done.  
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But David’s heart struck him after he had numbered the people. And David said to the 

LORD, ‘I have sinned greatly in what I have done. But now, O LORD, please take away 

the iniquity of your servant, for I have done very foolishly.’” (2 Sam. 24:10)  

God gave David a choice of disciplines. This is unusual in Scripture, for 

God, being God, does not give choices, does not ask what we want. Through 

the prophet Gad, God delivers David’s options. Read 2 Sam. 24:13. 

 Shall everyone in the land be subjected to severe, lingering famine?  

 Shall everyone in the land be uprooted, their property destroyed, by an 

enemy?  

 Shall God inflict on those He has chosen a severe disease?  

 David’s choice reveals he heart. Then David said to Gad, “I am in great 

distress. Let us fall into the hand of the LORD, for his mercy is great; but let me not fall into 

the hand of man” (2 Sam. 24:14). God’s mercy is great. Let Him choose those 

who will suffer and die and live. Let God’s active love toward His people, those 

who love Him because He first loved them, be shown and seen. Let God chose 

whether to discipline or punish, to use His servants and perhaps differentiate 

between those who willingly serve Him and those who willfully hate Him. Let 

us fall into the mercy of God, for those who do not know God and have not 

received His mercy will not, cannot fully, show mercy to others.  

And when the angel stretched out his hand toward Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD 

relented from the calamity and said to the angel who was working destruction among the 

people, “It is enough; now stay your hand.” And the angel of the LORD was by the 

threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite. Then David spoke to the LORD when he saw the 

angel who was striking the people, and said, “Behold, I have sinned, and I have done 

wickedly. But these sheep, what have they done? Please let your hand be against me and 

against my father’s house.” (2 Sam. 24:16-17) 

 David saw God, the angel of the Lord, a theophany of Jesus. God’s Son 

does not judge but does execute judgment. His judgment is true. He comes to 

testify to the truth. “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this 

purpose I have come into the world--to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth 

listens to my voice” (John 18:37). David, though he would sin grievously, would 

also recognize that sin and repent quickly and completely. He carried the 

responsibility for his actions. God’s showed mercy to Israel and to David and 

his family and stopped the plague.  

 God showed mercy to all through His Son, Jesus, by placing upon His 

shoulders all sin. He received the sentence and punishment for our sin. Still, the 

plague inflicted upon Israel because of David’s sin killed 70,000 men. So, too, 

will those die  who are separated from God because of sin, even though Jesus 

died for their sin. There is more at work here than simple discipline and 
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redemption. For, God has determined what He will do from eternity to 

eternity, for He is eternally God.  

Manassah and God’s Mercy 
Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to reign, and he reigned fifty-five years in 

Jerusalem. And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, according to the 

abominations of the nations whom the LORD drove out before the people of Israel. (2 

Chron. 33:1-2) 

 God worked in the life and reign of Hezekiah. He was a wise man at 25 

years old because he listened to those counseling him and took seriously his 

responsibility as king serving God and His kingdom. He led stubborn Israel 

in the ways of God. Did he not teach his son, Manassah, to do the same? If 

he did teach his son Manassah did not learn the lessons. Everything his 

father had done Manassah undid.  

 His anger toward God is obvious. What else would drive a man who had 

been raised to worship the God of Israel? Manassah was evil.  

 God’s promises are stated explicitly in Scripture. This Scripture was the 

words every king was to write down for themselves, to know and follow. This 

Scripture was the words the people promised God as He brought them out of 

Egypt, brought them through the wanderings in the desert, then into the 

Promised Land. He told them to teach His words to their children. He told them 

to follow His words and He would bless them. He told them if they did not 

follow His words His wrath toward them would exceed His wrath toward the 

nations they displaced. “I will no more remove the foot of Israel from the land that I 

appointed for your fathers, if only they will be careful to do all that I have commanded them, all 

the law, the statutes, and the rules given through Moses” (2 Chron. 33:8; cf. 2 Kings 21:8). 

 Manassah exceeded the evil of those who lived in the land before Israel. 

“Manasseh led Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem astray, to do more evil than the 

nations whom the LORD destroyed before the people of Israel” (2 Chron. 33:9; cf. 2 

Kings 21:9). Manassah led the people to do more evil.  

 God gives to people leaders who will accomplish His decrees. Where His 

people are stubborn and complaining, He will give them leaders to quench 

their stubbornness and silence their complaining. Moses was such a leader. 

David was such a leader. But, if the people will not listen and continue to rebel, 

for stubbornness and complaining are evidence of rebellion, He will give them 

a leader to teach them their rebellion is sin and convince them to return to 

Him. Manassah and Ahab were such leaders. Ahab, king of the Nothern 

Kingdom, never brought the people back to God. In God’s grace and the 

harshness of the disciple, Manassah did return in obedience to God. 
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 Throughout Scripture are examples of God’s mercy and grace and the 

responsibility those who are His have toward Him. God’s mercy and grace do 

not absolve anyone from their responsibilities. Grace and mercy freely release 

the person from the ultimate consequence of rebellion because the 

consequence was felt and born by Jesus on the cross. Release from the 

immediate and temporal consequences does not happen. What we sow we will 

reap. Moses was not allowed to enter the Promised Land because of one sin. 

David suffered the consequences of his repeated adulteries though he repented 

and receive mercy and grace.  

 Manassah was an evil man. He led and encouraged Israel to commit 

idolatry, to worship a lie. He sacrificed his own children in the fire to a 

detestable demon. He consulted those who practice the occult instead of God’s 

prophets and priests. He did these things for years. Manassah murdered people. 

When God spoke to Manassah he ignored Him. When God spoke to His 

people they ignored Him. “The LORD spoke to Manasseh and to his people, but they 

paid no attention” (2 Chron. 33:10). God told them they would be punished but 

they did not listen.  

 God’s rod of punishment was the King of Assyria. “Therefore the LORD 

brought upon them the commanders of the army of the king of Assyria, who captured 

Manasseh with hooks and bound him with chains of bronze and brought him to Babylon” 

(2 Chron. 33:11). “Hooks” means to pierce, as in through the nose. Manassah 

was bound with bronze shackles and led to Babylon by a chain attached to a 

hook in his nose. His humiliation was complete.  

 Manassah learned from his discipline and came to know God, both 

intellectually and intimately. Lessons learned from his father were not forgotten 

completely, rising to the surface of his agony.  

And when he was in distress, he entreated the favor of the LORD his God and 

humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers. He prayed to him, and God was moved 

by his entreaty and heard his plea and brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. 

Then Manasseh knew that the LORD was God. (2 Chron. 33:12-13) 

His repentance is not found in 2 Kings.  

 God was merciful to Manassah, one of the most corrupt kings to reign over 

Judah. His corruption dissolved in the harsh disciplines of God at the hands of a 

king, the king of Assyria, even more corrupt than Manassah. All are used by God 

to accomplish His decrees. As evidence of God’s mercy Manassah was returned 

to Jerusalem as king. As evidence of his repentance he tore down the idols and 

false alters and rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem. However, the consequence of his 

leading the people astray, for they continued to worship idols, was also evident. 

Manassah was released from experiencing the wrath of God and showed his 
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changed character by trying to undo all the effects of his rebellion. He was unable 

to. God used his evil actions and his repentance to teach a stubborn and 

complaining people about mercy, His active love.  

 Manassah learned his lesson. Most of the people of Judah refused to learn. 

God does not change, but He does act according to His love and justice.  

Jesus’ Mercy toward…  
One man was there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him 

lying there and knew that he had already been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want 

to be healed?” The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the 

water is stirred up, and while I am going another steps down before me.” (John 5:5-7) 

 “Do you want to be healed?” It is probably no surprise there are many 

carrying their diseases and sinful, immoral habits comfortably on their 

shoulders. If they were honest with themselves they would say “no” to 

Jesus’ question. They don’t want to be healed. For being healed sends them 

into an unknown, having to deal with stuff they never had to confront. For 

most of us the answer to this question is “are you kidding? Of course I 

want to be healed.” Yet, being healed, being changed into some one healthy 

carries great cost. We don’t want to confront our sin and live any differently 

than the comfort of our current situations.  

 Notice the one Jesus healed. Near him lay a “multitude of invalids” all 

gathered in the same place clinging to a superstitious belief an angel would stir 

water and the first one in was healed. He had been an invalid for 38 years. All 

his life? We can only speculate. So long he had grown comfortable with his lot 

in life. His focus was on the water and the impossibility of ever being changed. 

His faith was fixed on one thing and it wasn’t God. Besides, God had made 

him this way. Why should God want to heal him?  

 His place was hopeless. He would die an invalid.  

 I wonder if Jesus, in order to not attract attention to Himself, whispered to 

the man as he lay in his usual place? I imagine the question was for him only. I 

wonder what Jesus saw in this man? I have an idea.  

 Jesus healed him to test the hearts of the religious leaders of Jerusalem. I 

say this for two reasons. First, He healed the man on the Sabbath and then told 

him to work. At least, work as defined by the traditions and expectations of the 

religious elite. When we focus on the man and not the Lord we come to many 

conclusions about what might have transpired. How ecstatic he may have been. 

How worshipful and thankful to God he may have been. We do not know his 

emotional state beyond the hopelessness of his response to Jesus question. We 

do see the reaction of the Jews to one working on the Sabbath. Had not God 
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decreed death to those who worked on the Sabbath? Working on the Sabbath 

was strictly forbidden. But then, so was every other sin. Jesus regularly 

challenged the thinking and heart motivations of the strict Jews.  

 Law is not merciful. Justice demands the Law be applied strictly. It is the 

Law which becomes the object of faith, just as the pool was the invalid’s 

object of faith. However, when God is the object of faith then the law only 

points out how sinful we are.  

 But God is merciful as part of His eternal character. He offers mercy but 

still demands obedience. Secondly, Jesus commanded the invalid to do two 

things, not one. He told him to pick up his mat and walk, and the man did. But, 

later He told the man to stop sinning. “Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and 

said to him, ‘See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse may happen to you” (John 

5:14). What could be worse than being an invalid for 38 years? What could be 

worse than having the Jews anger with you for violating the Law? Being 

separated from God because of sin is worse.  

 God’s mercy trumps man’s interpretation of the Law. His Law conforms 

to His eternal character. When controlled by sin, the Law will fight to keep 

power over its subjects and will try to frustrate, even stop, God’s mercy. God’s 

mercy and justice are not opposed to each other but are fully compatible. Jesus 

had mercy on this man, actively loving him by healing his body and giving him 

direction toward God. He no more deserved God’s mercy than anyone else in 

the world.  

 It was the Jews, whose object of faith was the Law and not God, turning 

the Law into an idol, who wanted to kill Jesus because of His challenging their 

dishonesty, their superstitious use of God’s Law, which reflected God’s 

character.  

 And this was why the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because he was doing 

these things on the Sabbath. But Jesus answered them, “‘My Father is working 

until now, and I am working.’ This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, 

because not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, 

making himself equal with God” (John 5:16-18). 

 It is His equality with God and His passionate substitution for us on the 

cross, which fulfills the law and energizes God’s mercy. Don’t allow any 

interpretation of Scripture to point away from Jesus and His active love for 

those who are His.  

Jesus’ Mercy toward the Fatherless 
And when they came to the crowd, a man came up to him and, kneeling before him, 

said, “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and he suffers terribly. For often he 
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falls into the fire, and often into the water. And I brought him to your disciples, and they 

could not heal him.” 

And Jesus answered, ‘O faithless and twisted generation, how long am I to be with you? 

How long am I to bear with you? Bring him here to me.’ And Jesus rebuked the demon, and 

it came out of him, and the boy was healed instantly. (Matt. 17:14-18) 

A father’s cry. “Lord, have mercy on my son.” Jesus gives an honest rebuke. “O 

faithless and twisted generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with 

you? Bring him here to me.” Does our Lord have no compassion on the pitiable 

condition of either the father or the son? Have they done something wrong to 

receive such a strong rebuke?  

Yes.  

Both father and son have done something wrong. They have sinned. 

Perhaps, a better explanation is they can do nothing but sin. Although the 

ultimate consequence of sin is eternal separation from God, there are 

immediate, short-term effects. For the boy, one such effect is demon-

possession. For the father, believing at any time, anything other than God is 

capable of fulfilling his needs. For both, it is a life lived apart from the Giver of 

life, living under the illusion they are within His expectations when they are not 

and never have been.  

“Faithless” means the exact opposite of “faith”. Faith always encompasses 

three elements, belief in God’s truth, trusting His decisions and obeying His 

commands. Faith involves the whole person, mind, emotions and will. “Twisted” 

means perverse, distorted, misshapen and is the obvious consequence of sin. 

Every generation is twisted by sin cutting off the flow of God’s provision 

received through the conduit of faith. Twisted and faithless describes everyone 

affected by sin, which is everyone except Jesus, the Son of God.  

Like everyone around him the father was faithless. Like everyone alive at 

the time the son was twisted. Yet, the father was also twisted and the son, no 

matter his age, was also faithless. They were twisted by sin and taught to not 

place faith in the ultimate Object of faith. Those standing around were equally 

faithless and twisted. His disciples, standing with the crowd, unable to do 

anything, were like all the rest. All present had God in their midst and still they 

twisted who He was and declared something other than the Great I Am able to 

meet their needs and desires.  

Peter, James and John had just witnessed something few people 

throughout history had seen. Moses and Elijah were the only others in 

recorded history to actually see Jesus, a theophany of God, in His glory. Both 

men were hidden from the face of God but saw His back or His hand. No 

sinful person can look upon the face of God and live. This does not mean 
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sinful man could not see the glory of God. Many saw God’s glory in visions 

and dreams. Peter, James and John saw the momentary metamorphosis of 

Jesus into what He truly was.  

And then they came down the mountain, greeted by the sinful world.  

The Gospel of Mark 9:20-22 gives more detail. Jesus asked how long he 

had suffered and his father responds from childhood. Recognizing Jesus the 

demon convulses the boy, throwing him into what appears as an epileptic fit. 

Again, the father asks if Jesus can do anything. “But if you can do anything, have 

compassion on us and help us” (Mark 9:22). 

Jesus’ response pinpoints the father’s lack of faith, of believing God can, 

trusting Him to, and obeying His command. “‘If you can!’ All things are possible for 

one who believes”(Mark 9:23).  Another astounding statement directed at everyone 

within hearing. “Believe” is the word for having faith. The object of such faith 

must be God and nothing else. Such faith cannot be corrupted or twisted by 

sin. The result of such faith is always God’s will, never the will of any man.  

Follow the discussion between Jesus and everyone around, everyone 

involved in the circumstance. Immediately, the father recognized the war 

between his faith, “I believe” and that faith twisted by sin, “help my unbelief” (Mark 

9:24). Then Jesus’ disciples came to Him and asked why they could not do 

what He just did. Jesus’ answer confirms their twisted faith when He uses the 

same word as “faithless.” There is no suggestion they had even a little faith. 

“Because of your little faith (change to faithlessness). For truly, I say to you, if you have 

faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ 

and it will move, and nothing will be impossible for you” (Matt. 17:20). They did not 

have little faith. They had no faith.  

God’s mercy is not dependent upon our faith, our works, our good 

standing before Him. His mercy is active love extended to those undeserving 

of His love. His mercy is given to those who rebel against Him, who fight Him, 

but who still acknowledge His sovereignty over their lives. His mercy is given 

to those He has chosen for His reasons and according to His will. Extended to 

all, His mercy is received by those who cry out “I believe. Help my unbelief.”  

Conclusion 
There is nothing in God’s eternity which requires Him to offer anyone 

mercy. On the contrary, those who violate His law will face judgment. His 

character will not allow anyone who rebels to escape from the sentence of 

separation from Him. When He shows mercy it is for His reasons and is freely 

given. His mercy never conflicts with His justice nor violates His law.  
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We need His mercy. We are under His judgment. Everything done by 

anyone, with the exception of Jesus Christ, is motivated by complete 

selfishness and self-absorption. We are bent and twisted by sin, from birth in a 

state of complete rebellion against our Creator. We have been in this state since 

Adam ate the only food forbidden him. From him, the head of mankind, we all 

get our willful desire to rebel against God, though we were created to serve. 

From him we get our self-focus and self-serving attitudes and actions. “The 

LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the 

thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” (Gen. 6:5) 

The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, they do abominable 

deeds, there is none who does good. The LORD looks down from heaven on the children of 

man, to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God. They have all turned aside; 

together they have become corrupt; there is none who does good, not even one. (Ps. 14:1-3; cf. 

Ps. 53:1-3) 

On the other hand, I have met men who called themselves Christians, who 

claimed they had not sinned for a long while. Because of them I thought it was 

possible to live without sinning, to live such a self-controlled life sin’s grip 

would loosen and soon fall away, to no longer have a hold. This caused 

immeasurable grief and despair. For I soon saw, through Scripture, that sin did 

not simply hold me but inhabited me. Self is the natural home of sin. I saw sin 

had a personality. That personality was my own. There is no magic pill or secret 

way in Scripture. I was bent and twisted and simply banging out the bends and 

twists did not leave something straight, only something less bent and twisted. 

Still, bent and twisted.  

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our 

sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If 

we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. (1 John 1:8-10) 

I was under God’s justified wrath. I could never pay for my sins, let alone 

escape them. God forced me to acknowledge my complete slavery to sin and 

complete rebellion against Him.  

He offers a way out, but only one way. He is completely just and requires 

punishment for any and all rebellion against Him, against His moral law. From 

the first sin He has promised a way. In His justice He took upon Himself, in 

His Son, the full penalty for sin. This fulfilled His requirement for justice. In 

His mercy He offered complete restoration to His presence. This is grace. But, 

He cannot simply straighten us who are bent, He must recreate us. He changes 

us. Though we continue to fight and rebel and war against sin, that change is 

complete and accomplished. That which He has started in us, He will finish.  

We do not deserve His mercy, nor His grace. He does not look at our 
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worthiness, for He has already called us worthless. But we are still created in 

His image and the object of His love. If He has given anything it is through 

grace. We can earn nothing.  

There is an expectation He has. We freely receive His mercy, being 

released from the sentence of death and eternal separation from Him, the 

source of life. Showing mercy to others is the evidence of receiving His mercy.  

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.”  

 

 
 


