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Blessed are the Pure in Heart 

for They Shall see God 

Introduction 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. (Matt. 5:8) 

When God created, everything He created He called “very good” (Gen. 

1:31). God created the whole person pure, recreates the whole person for 

Himself and expects the whole person to act responsibly before Him. Yet, 

there can be no purity where there is sin. Sin precludes purity. 

God tells us to live up to a standard which is based upon Himself, upon 

His character and personality. Being created in His image gives us the natural 

ability to do this. Sin corrupted the vessel not the image making it impossible 

for any to live as He created us to live.  His image in us drives us toward 

Him. Sin in us drives us away from Him. These contradictory forces are 

disabling. We are unable to fulfill the purpose for which we are created. How 

can God demand we be something impossible for us to be? He can because 

He is God and He does because He provides the means for accomplishing 

His directions. 

In the sixth characteristic of the citizen of the kingdom of God Jesus tells 

us the pure in heart are blessed. At the end of Matthew 5 Jesus states “you 

therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matt. 5:48). His words carry 

the implication we must, without compromise, obey. There is no wiggle room. 

God tells His people they are to be “holy, because I am holy.” (Lev. 11:44) 

“You shall be holy to me, for I the LORD am holy and have separated you from the 

peoples, that you should be mine.” (Lev. 20:26)  

Peter reinforces God expectations in his first letter. “As obedient children, 

do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as he who called you is 

holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am 

holy.’”  (1 Pet. 1:14-16) 

Three witnesses telling us exactly the same thing. God spoke through 

Moses to the nation of Israel. Jesus, God’s Son, spoke to the world through 

His life, works and words. God’s Spirit spoke through Peter to His Body, the 

Church. God is holy and pure and demands holiness and purity from those 

who are His. 

God’s expectation for His people is they separate from the motives and 

activities of the world. Jesus describes the citizen of the kingdom of heaven 

as one who lives and acts like they belong to God. Peter encourages the 

Church to be those who live in the world but belong to God. 
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Is God demanding we live to a standard which is impossible for us to attain? 

Yes. Why would He do this? He knows we cannot meet His expectations. Did 

He not create us for relationship with Himself? Yes. But we fell away, rebelling 

against Him. He did not turn us away or reject us. In His Son He redeemed us 

which means He bought us back and recreated us and is fitting us for eternity as 

citizens of His kingdom. When He created us in His image He had every right to 

expect our devotion to Him. We sinned making impossible for us any motivation 

and action which adheres to His expectations. When He redeemed us from sin 

He established His Creator rights over us to prepare us for eternity with Him. 

God is just and righteous. His character and personality define the scope 

of all which remains in His known presence. He is good which includes His 

mercy and grace. He does not arbitrarily decide anything will be good based 

upon His will but created all things good because He would do nothing less. 

He is true and truth originates with Him. His creation exists according to and 

within the truth of the laws of nature and the spiritual laws of eternity. He is 

holy and nothing unholy may enter and remain in His presence. All of His 

creation and every being so created, whether seen or unseen, physical or 

spiritual, radiates and reflects His being.  

Yet, He allowed sin to enter His creation. Sin corrupts, bends, twists and 

poisons through rebellion those so created. According to God’s eternal nature 

that which is so defiled cannot then become undefiled. His holiness must 

exclude from His presence any being that rebels in even a mild and minor way 

for no rebellion is insignificant. One sin brings down God’s righteous justice 

because that one sin makes that which He created good not good, that which 

He created in truth becomes a lie and that which He created to radiate His 

holiness, cannot. 

Our concern is with His highest creation, those made in His image for 

relationship with Him. Here is what God says about people. 

The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 

intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the Lord was sorry 

that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. So the Lord said, “I 

will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, man and animals and 

creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them.”  

But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. (Gen. 6:5-8) 

How can anyone, bent and twisted by sin, be considered pure in heart by 

God? How can anyone, born into Adam’s sinful race, be considered pure in 

heart by God? How can Jesus even suggest those who are His be pure in 

heart? There is nothing pure in that which is corrupted by sin. 
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Pure in Heart 
Perhaps the best place to start is to understand the words Jesus used and 

then put those words in the context of the verse.  

“Pure” means without hypocrisy, single faced or single minded and with 

nothing hidden. In the Hebrew Scripture barar means to polish, purge, 

cleanse, make bright, test and prove, specifically concerning oneself and the 

tools one uses. In the New Testament kathros carries the idea of being clean, 

free from corruption, pruned of the unnecessary, unstained.  

In Scripture the “heart” is the center not of the emotions but of the 

personality. God looks to and judges first the heart. Notice Genesis 6:5.  It is 

the “thoughts of his heart” God examines because it is here the person’s 

motivations are revealed. In the Hebrew Scripture the word leb means the 

seat of the passions which include the mind and emotions, reflection and 

inclination, determination and conscience. In the New Testament the word 

kardia means literally “heart.” It is the center of the person’s life and being 

and includes character, personality, motivation, purpose and all contained in 

leb. Evidence of a person’s motivations will come through every activity, 

every word and every thought.  

Those who are pure in heart, then, are those who are motivated by a deep, 

passionate, genuine love for God. There is nothing of the world in them 

compromising or conflicting with their obvious motivation to obey God’s 

commands. Jesus gives a straightforward, unambiguous explanation of how we 

show our love for Him. “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” (John 14:15).  

But, doesn’t God say that “the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 

every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Gen. 6:5)? Once 

corrupted by sin there is no possibility of removing sin from the person’s 

being. A drop of poison in a tank of water corrupts the whole tank. However, 

notice Noah found favor in God’s eyes (see Gen. 6:8). “Favor” is also 

translated grace and carries the implication Noah had done nothing to curry 

God’s favor, but that God decided, for His own reasons, to extend grace and 

favor to Noah.  

Here is the paradox of grace and God’s decrees. Within the context of 

Genesis 6 is the implication either Noah was just like everyone else or He 

actually sought God while being just like everyone else. He is different than 

the others because he sought God where others did not. His motivation, 

especially in obeying the command to build an ark, was to do what God 

wanted. This is different than everyone else in the world at that time.  

Obedience does not make anyone pure in heart. Only God can do this. 

Obedience to God’s commands, however, is evidence one’s motivation is at 
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least pointing in the right direction, which is toward God. Reasons to obey 

include fear and respect. The greatest reason to obey is love for God.  

Loving Sacrifice 
In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the fruit of the ground, 

and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the 

LORD had regard for Abel and his offering, but for Cain and his offering he had no 

regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you 

angry, and why has your face fallen? If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do 

not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it.” 

(Gen. 4:3-7) 

Probably the best indicator of love for another is the willingness to give 

because of the pleasure of love without the expectation of receiving anything 

in return. Once an expectation enters the gift is no longer a gift but a bribe. 

There is no love in a bribe but control and manipulation. Love, unfettered by 

the irrational and unreasonable expectations of a self-centered nature thrives 

on giving. 

Before the fall God gave no command to offer Him sacrifices. Because 

He created Adam and Eve in His image it was their natural predisposition to 

love Him and His to love them. Their lives were a giving themselves to God, 

to each other and to the world in which they lived. And they received God’s 

love, not in return but because it is His nature to love. Their love carried no 

sacrifice for they lost nothing to show their love. 

After the fall it was centuries, even millennia, before God required those 

who were His to offer a sacrifice. Sacrifice became a requirement of the law. 

Can love be legislated? Law cannot force anyone to love but it can force 

them to act in a loving way toward God and others. For determining the 

motivation of the mind and heart sacrifice is the most consistent indicator.  

If there was no compunction to offer a sacrifice why did Cain and Abel 

offer sacrifices? God did not rebuke either of them for offering a sacrifice to 

Him. There is no spoken demand for sacrifice from Adam’s family. What we 

can know is God accepted Abel’s sacrifice and rejected Cain’s.  

Let’s look at some of the pertinent evidence. First, after the fall God 

continued to talk with man. Somehow, their relationship with God was active 

enough they knew, intimately, a sacrifice was a good thing. Second, God talked 

to Cain in a way he could understand. Third, both knew whose sacrifice was 

accepted and whose was not. Our question is not how do we know why Abel’s 

was accepted but what the evidence is for God not accepting Cain’s.  

“In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the fruit of the 
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ground, and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions” (Gen. 

4:3). A description of the offerings is given. What is significant is the lack of a 

description of Cain’s sacrifice. Abel brought a sacrifice from the “firstborn” of 

his flock. Cain’s sacrifice was from the “fruit of the ground.” Scripture does not 

imply the condition of either sacrifice. Did Cain offer slightly bruised fruit or 

Abel a lame animal? Perhaps Cain only offered a handful of what he had 

grown. God does not say the amount or condition of either sacrifice. What 

He does say is Abel gave Him the “firstborn” from his flock. The implication 

of this description is Cain did not give the “first fruits” from his labor. We 

know God accepted Abel’s sacrifice but rejected Cain’s. We do not know 

what God’s acceptance or rejection looks like nor do we have the right to 

make an assumption about its appearance. 

No matter the condition of the sacrifice God spoke to Cain. He did not 

ignore Cain. What He told Cain is integral to understanding sin and love for 

God. Cain was angry because God rejected His sacrifice. His expectation was 

God would accept his sacrifice, his “love” offering, given in his way.  

We do not get to dictate how we love God. He is not One to accept 

bribes or allow anyone to manipulate Him. Cain was angry because God did 

not meet his criteria for a loving sacrifice. This tells us God had His own 

criteria, His own law and expectations of what is a loving sacrifice for Him. 

Knowing His expectations are based upon His eternal personality and 

character tells us His expectations are rational and reasonable and 

incorruptible. 

God spoke to Cain and told him the motivation of his heart was toward 

evil. There are two elements to God’s examination. First is the obvious evil 

motivation boiling up in Cain’s heart before he offered his sacrifice. How 

do we know this? He is Adam’s son and was bent by sin. His anger toward 

God for whatever reason is ready to bubble over into action. He ’s angry 

enough to kill or hurt, to lose control and lash out. Secondly, there is 

something like a wild beast lurking near his heart ready to devour him, to 

consume and own him. Perhaps, God is trying to remind Cain about the 

trickery of the serpent who wished to control his parents through 

deception. Here, sin wishes to control through uncontrolled emotions 

exacerbated by unmet, unreasonable expectations.  

Here is God’s warning and command, not a tip or suggestion. “You must 

rule over it” (Gen. 4:7). God is telling Cain to fight and control the temptation, 

not overcome sin. He is to recognize the truth of sin in himself and war against 

it. He must master the sin which is trying to control him. Once sin has control 

it is the master and he becomes its slave. Once sin has enslaved the possibility 
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of truly loving God becomes impossible. Yet, what is impossible for us is very 

possible for God.  

Being pure in heart does not mean never sinning. Though we are a new 

creation and filled with His Spirit we still carry with us the old man, the old 

self corrupted and controlled by sin.   

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united 

with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him in 

order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be 

enslaved to sin. For one who has died has been set free from sin. Now if we have died with 

Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from 

the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. For the death he 

died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. So you also must 

consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. Let not sin therefore reign 

in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. (Rom. 6:5-12) 

Part of being pure in heart is offering ourselves to God in love without 

unreasonable and irrational expectations. He will not love us at all or more 

because of our sacrifice. He loves us because it is His nature to love us. We 

do not need to buy His love and trying to bribe Him into giving us anything 

only shows our lack of understanding or denial of His nature. Another aspect 

of being pure in heart is the tooth and claw fighting against the temptation to 

sin so that sin does not control. Sin is rebellion, not love, and as long as we 

succumb to temptations and sin we do not love Him. Both of these ways are 

processes, a working out of our salvation where the probability of failure 

exists but always enhances the Spirit given successes. We can love Him 

because He has given us the tools and means to do so.  

Why Seek Him 
Jesus demands we change the way we think and act to fit the image of a 

citizen of the kingdom of heaven. This means no longer thinking and acting 

like a citizen of the world while remaining active and participating in the world. 

For this to happen our deepest motivations have to change. We have to want 

to do what God wants. It is not good enough to do His will with a selfish and 

self-centered motivation. Jesus has harsh words for those who religiously 

pursue the will of God without pursuing God Himself through relationship. 

Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the 

one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, 

“Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and 

do many mighty works in your name?” And then will I declare to them, “I never knew 

you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.” (Matt. 7:21-23) 
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How can doing the work of God be counted as not doing the work of 

God? When it is done for the wrong intent, to draw attention toward self and 

away from God. But doesn’t doing count for anything? God commands us to 

do and demands the responsibility of action. He never asks anyone to do His 

will. He commands they respond according to His obvious direction.  

We obey because He designed us to obey. Yet, in our rebellion we have 

turned around and inside-out the intent of His will. We claim He is obscure 

in His demands, or unreasonable and irrational. We hear His clear words and 

question them and twist them to our own ends. When we obey, according to 

our twisted understanding, we make the results an act of merit and demand, 

through our expectations, acknowledgment and payment. We come to 

believe, without questioning, God is obligated to us and will reward us for 

what we have done for Him. This only scratches the granite surface of the 

hardness of heart beating in the corrupted person originally created in the 

image of God. 

Jesus confronts this attitude and motivation throughout His ministry, in 

the Hebrew Scriptures, in the Gospels and the Epistles. In John 6 Jesus feed 

thousands of people and then dismisses them and leaves. Many of them 

follow Him across the lake, searching for the man who could miraculously 

feed them. Why would they not want to be with someone who could take 

care of their most basic needs? Listen to the exchange. 

When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did 

you come here?” 

Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not because you 

saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves.” (John 6:25-26) 

Of course they sought Him. But, Jesus had just spent the day with them 

teaching them about the kingdom of God. They did not pursue Him to hear 

more about God and their place in His kingdom. They pursued Him because 

He fed them both spiritual and physical food and all they saw and remembered 

was the taste of the bread. Their expectations were on the immediate, which 

passes away, ignoring and disregarding the eternal, which never ends. 

There is an obvious question hidden in plain sight in this exchange. Why 

do I seek Jesus? Why do you seek Jesus? 

Seek Eternity 
Why do I seek Jesus? Not, why do I follow Him? That is a different 

question. In John 6 Jesus confronts both questions. Jesus doesn’t actually ask 

a question but states the obvious to those who followed Him across the Lake 

after He miraculously fed them. Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you 
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are seeking me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves” 

(John 6:26). They wanted Him to continue to fulfill their immediate needs 

and wants. After listening to Him teach for a day they were more concerned 

about the rumbling in their bellies than the longing of their souls. 

Does immediate comfort take precedent over eternal well-being? For 

those who have suppressed their comprehension of what eternal well-being 

suggests, yes, immediate comfort is more important. But, being created in the 

image of God everyone has the eternal tools they need to make sense of their 

spiritual longing. Still, making self the center is only natural in a world 

governed by sin, by rebellion against the Creator of the world. We have no 

right to do so. Simply being human and callous toward the presence and love 

of God does not remove Him from the center of eternity. There can be only 

one center. He is that center which means we are not. 

Placing self at the center means compromising faith. He did not create us 

in His image for us to worry or strive after clothes and food and any of the 

necessities of life. He gave in the image an eternal perspective. For those who 

face the insecurity of place, striving for food, clothes the necessities of life 

becomes paramount. For those who have achieved a level of comfort and 

security the demand for selfish desires grows stronger taking the place of met 

necessities. Wants become needs. There is a reason God placed “You will not 

covet” (Gen. 20:17; Deut. 5:21) at the end of the list of statements. Coveting is 

the foundation of all sin. Wanting anything more than wanting God is evidence 

of not trusting Him and an in-your-face-God act of rebellion. 

Why did the crowd seek Him? Because they saw signs, watched Him heal 

the sick and were finally miraculously fed by Him. These same people who 

followed Jesus so He could continue to feed them wanted to make Him king 

after feeding them the day before.  

When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, ‘This is indeed the 

Prophet who is to come into the world!’ Perceiving then that they were about to come and 

take him by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

(John 6:14-15) 

As king He would feed them, heal their illnesses, drive away the Romans 

and protect their borders. They would live in safety and security.  

With a focus on themselves and the present they missed their Creator 

and the eternal. Fickle are the emotions of people satisfied with a moment. 

As their force upon Jesus waxed so it would have soon waned as their 

stomachs emptied. Besides, He would not let them. Jesus will not be used in 

such a fashion. If we seek Jesus with the expectation He will fulfill our basic 

needs we are seeking Him for the wrong reason. 
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God’s Work 
Finally, the people asked Him a question He answered forthrightly. They 

don’t like His answers because they are truths they do not expect or have not 

been trained to grasp and recognize. Our assumptions and expectations always 

color our perception. We are trained to view life in a specific way. Any 

deviation baffles and sends us scurrying to find an acceptable answer to the 

dilemma we face, especially when the quandary has ramifications outside of our 

experience and understanding. 

Read the exchange between Jesus and those seeking Him for more food. 

Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, 

which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal.” 

Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the works of God?”  

Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has 

sent.” (John 6:27-29) 

He has stated their self-centered motives for seeking Him. Now He 

demands they change the way they think, who they trust and how they act. 

They wanted to make Him king by force to fulfill their perceived needs. As 

their king they would have Him work for their benefit after their own fashion 

in a prescribed manner guaranteeing a life of ease and pleasure where every 

conceivable need and want is met. 

Jesus tells them to work. Work after the fashion for which they were 

designed by God. Work like Jesus works. This baffles them because they 

have been told all their lives they have to work in a way contrary to their 

God-given design. Their religion and traditions tell them to work, to fulfill 

specific obligations to please God. Is there more they could be doing? What 

aren’t they doing? 

Jesus uses the word pisteuo which is translated “believe” or “to entrust.” It 

means “to have faith in” God. Not only were they to believe the evidence of the 

work of God, in this case the “signs” Jesus did, they were to trust His promises. 

Their obedience is found in a intimate relationship with God not in the 

assumptions and expectations they manufactured and tried to impose upon Him. 

If sin is an “in-your-face” rebellion against God then faith is an “in-your-

face” rebellion against the world through believing, trusting and obeying 

God. Just as it is the whole person God redeems and recreates so it is the 

whole person He is preparing for eternity. There is no option to cling to the 

things of the world, the defiant ideas and philosophies, the false safety and 

security, the deceptive and insidious lure of the senses and pleasures, when 

one is ushered into the kingdom of God. We were not created for these 

things and to make them the obsessive focus of our temporal existence 
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denies the image of God integral to our being. 

Faith is the hardest work facing anyone and everyone called into God’s 

kingdom. Doing stuff for God is easier than being how God wants and we 

are designed. We cannot without relying upon His direct intervention though 

the constant presence of His Spirit in us. Even then, we continue to fight 

against Him. 

God’s Image 
How is it possible for people to know something is true when 

confronted by verifiable evidence yet suggest or even demand it not be true. 

“Don’t confuse me with the facts, my mind is made up” is a statement and 

motivation of utter ignorance and laziness. Jesus healed people yet the 

Pharisees were more concerned about a possible Sabbath law violation than 

with the one healed. Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. Instead of marveling 

at what Jesus did they determined to kill Him because He was drawing people 

away from them.  

So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council and said, “What are we to 

do? For this man performs many signs. If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in 

him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” (John 

11:47-48) 

Later, they also decided to murder Lazarus because his life was direct 

evidence of Jesus’ authority over death and was drawing many to the man 

they hated. This faulty reasoning is undeniable confirmation of the corrupted 

nature of man. We think since man is bent by sin so is the image of God in 

man. We are looking for something specific, based upon our assumptions 

and expectations, unable to see the obvious. Once my family picked me up at 

a train station yet I did not immediately see them because they were in a car I 

was not expecting. Though standing only a few feet away I was looking for a 

car not a person and completely missed them for a long enough time for 

embarrassment.  

People have the image of God as an essential part of their being. This 

image gives them all of the tools needed to come to correct conclusions when 

confronted with undeniable evidence. I am going to step out onto a limb. I 

am beginning to believe that, though man is corrupted by sin, the absolute 

image of God in man is not degraded. This does not mean we are capable of 

thinking as God would want. Nor, does this mean we can trust our emotions. 

We still filter the evidence through our bent and twisted sin nature. We make 

the evidence say what we want it to say. We have the tools needed but decide, 

through the compulsion of sin, to draw and believe a lie. Does our broken 
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nature mean the image of God in us is also broken? 

Does not Scripture say we are incapable of intimately knowing Him or 

willfully obeying Him? It does. Do we not forcefully rebel and fight against 

Him? With every ounce and fiber of our being! We not only can’t do and be 

what He wants but actively strive against Him to be everything He doesn’t 

want. Do we have so much control over our selves we can corrupt that which 

God has created? If the image of God in us is as corrupted as we then nothing 

has changed. We are still accountable to Him for our sin and rebellion.  

Let us suppose the image of God in us is not corrupted though we 

obviously are, though the vessel is broken and tarnished beyond remedy. 

Would not His image draw us to Him? And would not our defiled nature war 

against this attraction to its Creator? We are the undeniable evidence of 

God’s work and love. 

God’s Gift 
Part of the eternal characteristic of God is His desire and willingness to 

give. His gifts are neither random nor arbitrary but designed to fit the need 

and personality of the recipient. He does not give everything we want or 

expect but what we need and which helps us know Him both intellectually 

and intimately. Here is a conundrum our expectations and assumptions place 

upon the perfectly fitting gift of God. We want our way, our stuff, our 

desires, not His. But our way is death and His gift is life. 

Speaking to the people He has just fed and who are seeking Him for 

more physical food to fill their bellies Jesus tells them to pursue food which 

has eternal benefit, not that which only gives temporary filling. “Do not work 

for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man 

will give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal” (John 6:27). He wants to 

give them everything they need to live for eternity and they only want that 

which will meet their immediate, sensual needs. They want that which 

perishes, which does nothing for their eternal selves because their focus is 

upon their belly not their soul. 

It is hard for the corrupted self to focus on eternity with a growling 

stomach and a head swimming from lack of food. This does not give us 

permission to make food, or anything we perceive as a right or need, into an 

idol or something which must be had. God knows we need food. He 

provides food. Perhaps not the food we want but what we need. Perhaps not 

in the amount we want. But there comes a time when He calls us into eternity 

when we will no longer need food or anything else of this world. Ultimately, 

we need Him more than anything this world offers. 
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Again, Jesus is challenging the way we think. God wants us to contemplate 

Him and eternity with Him, which has more eternal value than anything else, 

including the most basic need of food. We do have to think of the practical 

things of our life. But, thinking more of eternity is not viewed as practical. In 

fact, those who think more about God and Jesus and their place before Him in 

eternity open themselves to the ridicule and derision of the world. This is not a 

comfortable place. Like being hungry is not comfortable. Like being a Christian 

in most of the world is not comfortable. 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but 

my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is he who comes 

down from heaven and gives life to the world.” (John 6:32-33) 

They were talking with and listening to the gift of God to them. No, they 

were not listening. They did not want to listen, which means they did not hear 

what Jesus was saying. They could not hear because they were unwilling not 

unable. God gave them His image so they could hear and understand. They 

chose to not hear, to grumble and complain and walk away from Him. God 

gave Himself and told them to work for eternal food, which is His Son. 

Greatest Gift 
God gives. Even to those who actively rebel He gives common grace. He 

has given His image to those He created setting humans apart from all other 

creation. He gave us a world in which to live. Were it not for the presence 

and influence of sin we would have no cares. We would have pleasant work, 

fulfilling relationships, accomplishing an eternal purpose. 

But there is sin, an undeniable truth, an ever-present reality. Death, the 

obvious consequence of the corruption of sin, is certain. To overcome and 

defeat sin God gave His Son, the pure for the impure, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, dying to ensure life for those who are God’s. Everyone is called 

by God, the call inherent in the image of God which draws them toward their 

Creator. Yet, not everyone responds, even for a moment, in obedience. This 

is a mystery.  

For a moment Abraham believed God, understood the evidence of his 

Creator, trusted His promise to give a son and obeyed Him, for a moment. 

“And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness” (Gen. 15:8). 

Then for another moment of faith. These moments were interspersed with 

periods filled with acts of rebellion and a lack of faith. And then more 

moments and longer periods of faith. Looking at the life of Abraham 

suggests God blessed him, not for who he was or would be, not for his 

history, past or future, but for a single moment of faith. Abraham did nothing 



13 

for God’s blessing. God wanted to bless him, to give him a great and eternal 

gift. For a moment which grew to more moments then to a life, Abraham 

believed God. 

Abraham did not will himself to believe. He believed, I think, because the 

image of God in him responded to his Creator in the way he was designed. 

God’s gift is all of Himself. He gave His image as an integral part of each 

person. He gave His Son, a sacrifice determined and designed from eternity to 

restore every sundered relationship. He gave His Spirit to those who for a 

moment responded to the intimate drawing of His image in them to the truth 

and reality of the sacrifice of Jesus, the Christ. 

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 

even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows 

him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. (John 14:16-17) 

It is He, the Spirit of God, who lives within the Christian, those who 

receive God’s gift of Himself. He is called the Helper, our Counselor, the 

Comforter and the Guide.  He convicts of sin and directs the thoughts and 

words and steps of those who listen and respond as is natural to the image of 

God in them. Conviction comes to all who continue to respond according to 

the sin nature. Joy and peace come to all who respond to God with their 

whole being, which includes the image of God and the Spirit of God in them. 

A moment of rebellion brought sin and separation. A moment of agony 

brought the greatest gift ever given. A moment of faith brings eternal 

intimacy with God. 

Motivation 
Look into your heart and honestly tell yourself what motivates your 

thinking and actions. Now, listen to God and let Him tell you. God will show 

you what is in your heart and you will not like it. In the Hebrew Scripture 

whenever you see “heart” God is talking about the whole person. “The LORD 

saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts 

of his heart was only evil continually.” (Gen. 6:5). God looks into the deepest 

recesses and hidden chambers of our small hearts and sees truth. Nothing is 

hidden from Him. Yet, when we talk to ourselves our motivation is not to truth 

but to all which is selfish, self-centered and self-absorbed. 

Do you want to know a person? Identify their motivations. Do you want 

to control a person? Convince them, through threat or repetition, what their 

motivation is (or should be) and that is what it will become. Is this not what 

Satan did with Adam and Eve? Did he not question truth and their 

understanding of truth and then direct though suggestion their motivation 
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away from God? God created them in His image with an innate and intimate 

knowledge of Himself. Their desire was to do His purpose, which was also 

theirs. Satan bent truth and convinced Adam and Eve the lie was true. And 

their motivation turned away from God to something other than God. 

Sin entered and from then until the end of history people’s motivations 

are bent away from God, twisted toward themselves, truth poisoned by a lie 

making it impossible for us to return to our original state of innocence 

before Him. Not that we want to. We cannot know what truly motivates us 

unless we are told by God because we will not admit the truth because we 

are corrupted by sin. 

God does not fix those who are broken. God does not hammer out and 

straighten those who are bent. God does not make pure those corrupted by 

poison. Fixing something which has been broken still means it has been 

broken. Straitening that which is bent always means it has been bent even 

though it appears straight. Poison has touched the pure and it can never again 

be pure. 

God recreates. This is His prerogative. He does not simply make us better 

but completely changes us into the best. But, He does not finish us while we 

remain in a world corrupted by sin. Instead, He promises to complete us and 

then guarantees His promise with Himself.  

His purpose for us remaining in this world is twofold. Half of His purpose 

is for us to be the evidence to the world of His gift of Himself. Most of the 

evangelical world considered such evangelism the most vital and the highest 

purpose for every Christian, to the point of idolatry. It is vital because it is part 

of our purpose. Yet, many live expecting Christian “shepherds” to do the work. 

One of my professors suggested “shepherds don’t begat sheep. Sheep begat 

sheep.” 

God is also preparing those who are His for eternity. This means no longer 

thinking and feeling like the world but as directed by His Spirit. He tells us to 

do the impossible and has given us the tools, the image of God in us and the 

motivation, the indwelling of His Spirit, to do His purpose. As we are changed 

by Him, fit for eternity, we will live the evidence for the world to see. 

It is more important in God’s eyes, I think, to be what He wants and not 

just look like we are what we think He wants. 

Obedience 
Are any who live pure in heart? Is it even possible for someone 

corrupted by sin, whose motivations are predominantly focused upon self, to 

show the evidence of being pure in heart? We know for God all things are 
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possible. We can also know once we enter eternity God will finally and 

permanently recreate us so we do not sin. Then the thinking of our hearts 

will be pure. But can anyone in this world, other than Jesus, claim purity of 

heart? 

Please, don’t look at this question and assume there is a black-and-

white answer. God sees eternity in an infinite number of colors. In a sense 

He does think in black-and-white. Sin is sin and righteousness is 

righteousness. Never will a molecule of sin invade righteousness or a speck 

of righteousness invade sin. Believing and following a Yin-Yang philosophy 

or teaching is a perversion of truth. However, God does look at a moment 

of faith, as He did with Abraham, and credit righteousness. Abraham did 

nothing to earn the righteousness given. Abraham showed a moment of 

faith and God gave an eternity of His presence. 

God was training Abraham for eternity. He was also using him as a 

witness to Himself. Abraham was not pure in heart but was being made so 

through the direction and deliberate actions of God, who made him in His 

image. Abraham showed his love for God through the evidence of his 

obedience on many occasions. 

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 

father’s house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and 

I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those 

who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the 

earth shall be blessed.” So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with 

him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. (Gen. 12:1-4) 

Abraham was 75 years old when he left his people following a command 

from God. There is no indication Abraham knew God as the only God but 

that he was beginning to know Him as such. He lived in a pagan culture, 

surrounded by a variety of false personal gods esteemed by his family, friends 

and neighbors. Abraham was as much a pagan as all others in his world.  

God made a covenant with Abraham before he left Haran. A covenant is 

a legally binding agreement one who is greater makes with one who is lesser. 

It is not a contract between equals. In this case God has the ability to fulfill 

His promise, while Abraham has no authority to force God to comply. God 

tells this one man He will make him a great nation, bless him, make his name 

great and make him a blessing to others. He then places a condition on the 

world, another legally binding promise, to bless those who bless Abraham 

and all those who descend through his divinely instituted line. Conversely, 

God declares he will curse those who curse Abraham, and curse all who curse 

any descended from him. In Abraham the world forever will be blessed. 
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None in the world have to do anything to receive this blessing. When they 

curse what God has blessed then God will curse them. The weight of the 

fulfillment of this promise is wholly upon God.  

Obedience carries no merit. Even a moment of obedience pleases God. 

God’s Promise  
God’s covenant with Abraham is fulfilled in the life of His Son, Jesus 

Christ. With Abraham we see the revealed beginning of the lineage of Christ. 

Read God’s command again and then Abraham’s actions. “Now the 

LORD said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house 

to the land that I will show you’” (Gen. 12:1). God told Abraham to leave “your 

kindred and your father’s house.” Abraham walked away from his father’s house 

taking with him his wife and all the slaves he had acquired.  

We are faced with a common misconstruing of Scripture. Abraham was 

told to leave his kindred. Many are taught he “took” Lot, his nephew, with 

him. Yet, the words of Scripture suggest Lot went with him of his own 

volition. He was not compelled nor was his presence requested by Abraham. 

Simply, Abraham packed and left and Lot packed and followed. 

Had Lot stayed behind two nations which hated Israel would not exist. 

Eventually, God would separate Lot from Abraham and remove him from the 

Promised Land. God’s covenant was with Abraham and his descendants and 

no one else. But, the covenant was not with all of Abraham’s descendants. 

Only through Isaac, then through Jacob, would the world be blessed.  

God was preparing the world for His Son by setting Abraham apart. He 

would continue setting apart the line and lineage of His Son, through rebellion 

and war, through exile and return. Jesus is the descendant of Abraham through 

whom the whole world is blessed. Those who curse Him, reject Him, ignore 

the evidence of His life, are cursed, rejected and ignored by God. God and His 

promises will not be mocked. He will do what He has promised.  

A moment of Abraham’s life reveals the character of God. Obedience, like 

sacrifice, is the evidence of selfless love for God. Those who God is giving a 

pure heart have moments of selfless love for God, giving Him their first, their 

best, acknowledging all belongs to Him. When He commands they obey. 

Whether they have great knowledge or little understanding of God, they have 

at least the rudimentary ability to trust He will fulfill what He has promised.  

This is the description of a moment of Abraham’s life. 

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, 

Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.”  

But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the 



17 

heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no 

offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.”  

And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; 

your very own son shall be your heir.” And he brought him outside and said, “Look 

toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to 

him, “So shall your offspring be.”  

And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness. (Gen. 15:1-6) 

At that moment, though surrounded by a sinful world, motivated by sinful 

flesh, filled with doubt, Abraham “believed.” His faith, believing the evidence 

of God’s work, trusting the promise because He who gave the promise is 

trustworthy, and obeying His command, all rolled into one moment. 

When God looks at the one He is preparing for eternity He sees the 

likeness of His Son finished in the person. Those who are His may doubt and 

rebel, will sin but will also submit. God will teach us to have selfless love for 

Him, as He always intended.  

Abraham and Isaac 
After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 

“Here am I.” (Gen. 22:1) 

Do not think God simply winds us up and lets us go wherever we may.  

He is intimately and intricately involved in our lives as He prepares us for 

eternity. 

Genesis 22 is heart rending and gut wrenching. Abraham had shown his 

willingness to obey God, had received God’s blessing, believed God when He 

spoke. Now, he is told to sacrifice the promise and blessing of God. “Take your 

son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as 

a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you” (Gen. 22:2). 

God tested Abraham. “Test” is also translated “tempt.” We know God 

does not tempt anyone though He will allow all to face temptations. This 

word does not carry the idea of driving Abraham toward sin. God seeks 

obedience which is never sin. Nor did God tell Abraham to do what He was 

unwilling to do Himself. “Test” means to prove or assay, as in find out what 

the level of purity is within the substance. In this instance, the substance is a 

man, created in God’s image, corrupted by sin, chosen by God. We are not to 

test God, but He is perfectly justified in testing us.  

What raced through Abraham’s mind and heart as he, his son and his 

servants traveled to the place where God directed him to sacrifice his son? I am 

a father. Not knowing what he thought and felt I can imagine his turmoil. 

Before leaving I imagine Abraham wrestling with himself through a sleepless 
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night, struggling with obedience. Every step of the journey brought a search for 

compromise, or manufactured an excuse to disobey. Every compromise and 

excuse fell at his feet trampled as he journeyed. He pondered the promise of 

God, finally seeing His trustworthiness.  Every step brought him closer to God 

who is not some dumb idol, chiseled from stone, carved from wood, 

empowered by corrupt imaginations. He is God, the Creator of All, the One 

Who Sustains All, the Giver of Purpose to All, the Owner of All. Sometime 

during the journey, from the moment of the command to the raising of the 

knife, Abraham decided God is worthy of such worship. Abraham will do what 

His God commanded.  

Notice Abraham’s confidence in the God of the Universe. “Then Abraham 

said to his young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship 

and come again to you’” (Gen. 22:5). We will worship. We will return.  

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the 

promises was in the act of offering up his only son, of whom it was said, “Through Isaac 

shall your offspring be named.” He considered that God was able even to raise him from 

the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. (Heb. 11:17-19) 

From the first time God spoke to Abraham until Genesis 22 and beyond, 

God prepared Abraham, teaching him, working in him and changing him. 

This test was not so God could determine Abraham’s progress in his studies 

but to drive out more of the impurities brought by the corruption of sin. 

Obedience tested by sacrifice reveals the motivation and purity of the 

thinking of the heart toward God.  

God’s intent is not to change the world and us so we can live in the 

world but to change us so we can be with Him wherever He puts us. He uses 

the world to test and assay His new creation in preparation for eternity. He 

will purify our hearts, for only that which is pure will be in His presence.  

Giving Respect 
Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, 

and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of 

God. And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a 

bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. And Moses 

said, “I will turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.”  

When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, 

“Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Do not come near; take your 

sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.”  

And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 

the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. (Exod. 3:1-6) 
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We cannot stand before God as we are. Only those who are pure have 

the privilege of being in God’s presence. Sin made us impure, filling the 

thinking of our hearts with the corruption of evil desires against God and 

toward others. However, on occasion in Scripture God, the Son, appears to 

some treating them as pure. These appearances of the pre-incarnate Christ are 

called theophanies.  

God, the Son, first appeared to Moses in a burning bush. Moses, probably 

80 years old at the time, had been a shepherd for 40 years, was aware of every 

hidden thing in the desert. When he saw something unusual, a bush on fire but 

not burning, he investigated.   

From the bush God spoke to Moses, saying his name twice. Moses 

answered, not knowing with whom he was speaking. “Here I am.” This was the 

proper way to answer an authority summoning a servant. “I am here, at your 

disposal.” When God called, Moses answered with a submissive voice, a 

posture of respect before God.  

God declared the ground upon which Moses stood holy. There is no 

indication the ground was forever holy. Wherever God is, is holy. God met 

Moses on Mount Horeb, which means a “desolate wasteland.” From then on 

Moses identified Horeb as the Mountain of God. Moses then removed his 

sandals, an act of obedience and great respect. God demands respect and has 

authority to expect both obedience and respect from those who belong to 

Him.  

Responding respectfully to God’s summons is evidence of training but 

not purity of the thinking of the heart. Obedience with selfless motives 

shows the heart God is preparing for eternity. 

God identified Himself and Moses responded without being told what to 

do. “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 

Jacob.” What was Moses’ response? “And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to 

look at God.” Standing in the presence of Holy God exposed his true sinful 

self. Before God makes anyone pure they must first acknowledge their 

sinfulness and recognize the consequences of their sin. Then they must 

relinquish control of themselves to the God they serve. God will use whom 

He wills.  

In the exchange which follows God never asks Moses to do His will. 

Always, even when Moses made excuses, God commands him to go and 

speak. Obedience is expected.  

Training has its place. Responding correctly and respectfully is proper 

and necessary. True humility before God reveals the changing thoughts of 

the heart of the one chosen by God. Do not mistake how God uses those 
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who are His. Few are given the challenge of doing something spectacular for 

God. Mostly, it is obedience in the daily and mundane which brings the most 

glory to Him. For the daily and mundane reveal the true person. We are 

called to uninterrupted obedience to His commands and continual respect for 

His Person.  

Giving to God 
God tests the hearts of men, not because He needs to know what is in the 

heart. We need to know the thinking of our hearts. Testing is a good thing for 

those willing to see themselves through God’s eyes, measure themselves by His 

standard, acknowledge Him as the only Authority and Judge.  

When God called His people out of Egypt He told them to plunder the 

Egyptians. Hundreds of years earlier God told Abraham, without naming 

Egypt, what would happen.  

Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and 

will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. But I will bring 

judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great 

possessions. (Gen. 15:13-14) 

When God sent Moses to bring His people out of Egypt God instructed 

His nation what to do as they were leaving.   

And I will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and when you go, you 

shall not go empty, but each woman shall ask of her neighbor, and any woman who lives in 

her house, for silver and gold jewelry, and for clothing. You shall put them on your sons and 

on your daughters. So you shall plunder the Egyptians. (Exod. 3:21-22) 

To “plunder” is to gather the “spoil” from the battlefield or a country 

and people after a military defeat. 

He gave them plunder for several reasons. First, they collected payment 

from the Egyptians for years of slave labor. Secondly, when it was time to 

construct the tent of meeting they would have the necessary materials and 

would give freely. Finally, when they went into the Promised Land and 

followed His instruction to keep nothing for themselves they would have 

plenty and not covet what was devoted to God.  

Between the plundering of Egypt as they left slavery for freedom, and 

the giving of an abundant offering for the tent of meeting, God tested His 

people so they would see the thinking of their hearts. While Moses was up 

on the Mountain receiving the commands of God the people rebelled and 

made an idol, attributing to the idol the work of God. Aaron listened to 

them and instructed them to bring their golden earrings.  

So Aaron said to them, “Take off the rings of gold that are in the ears of your wives, 
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your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.”  

So all the people took off the rings of gold that were in their ears and brought them to 

Aaron. And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool and 

made a golden calf. And they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out 

of the land of Egypt!” (Exod. 32:2-4) 

People wore gold earrings for decoration, insurance and a sign of 

devotion to a idol. Should they die in the open and were found by a stranger, 

the stranger would bury them and take the gold earring as payment. Or they 

could, when they died, bribe their way into the god’s presence. Most likely 

they were simply vain. Whatever is true the gold in their ears was the only 

thing of value they carried from Egypt which belonged to them. God gave 

them everything else of value they possessed. It was “their” property used to 

construct and idol. It was “God’s” property used to construct the tent of 

meeting, a place to offer worship to God.  

God’s test of the heart is what we see as ours versus what we know is 

His. If I think it is mine, that I earned it and possess it, it is an idol. This 

“thinking of the heart” focuses upon me, separating me from my true place 

as God’s servant. It is an issue of control. Part of the image of God in people 

is “dominion.” We fight God for control refusing to give Him what we think 

belongs to us. God tests the purity of the heart through the act of giving.  

Purity Through Grace 
Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” 

(Mark 9:24) 

God’s grace toward sinners is the driving force for any who become pure 

in heart. 

Only one person has ever lived who could claim a pure life. He is the 

One who offers grace to everyone, even those who refuse His offer. His life 

is an example though His purpose in coming was for sacrifice. “For to this you 

have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you 

might follow in his steps” (1 Pet. 2:21). His purity and righteousness cannot be 

duplicated by anyone. Yet, we are empowered by God, His strength in us 

under His control, to follow Christ. 

As we begin to understand His life, His motives, demands and the grace 

which drives us toward Him, we will cringe at our twisted and corrupted 

nature. No one can look at Him without seeing themselves. Our purpose it 

not to be Him but to be made by God into His likeness. Each hidden in Him 

are made by God into an eternally unique person.  

From God’s eternal perspective He has finished His work in us. This 
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does not mean He has stopped working in us or He has let us go to live by 

our own devices, winding us up to let us run down until He winds us up 

again. He does not hope we use the tools given or that we will grow into 

maturity. It means nothing will thwart our being finished and complete. What 

He has done is done for eternity and cannot be undone.  

Yet, we are constrained by time, by each moment in history. If we 

comprehend the completed work of Christ then we know the absolute of 

God’s decree. Still, our moment by moment is plagued by sin, requiring 

deliberate consciousness of God, a continual growing in Christ and an 

abandonment of self to the Spirit. Anything less and we risk temporary defeat 

and loving discipline. God will make us pure.  

Testing may be seen as a purifying fire. Those unwilling to submit to the 

testing fires of faith, rejecting His grace, will suffer the eternal “fires” of 

separation from God.  

If I am correct in my thinking then there are two basic activities, or 

responsibilities, we have, and two purposes He is accomplishing in us. These 

are fueled by His grace and nothing else. He requires (for want of a better 

word) both obedience and sacrifice. Our purpose is living the evidence of His 

grace before the world through obedience, sacrifice and preparation for 

eternity. His Son fulfilled these activities to His satisfaction. Does He expect 

anything less from any who are His? 

Grace continues where personal strength and effort fail. At the instant 

my strength fails, before I even began to try, God’s grace and its inherent 

power, succeeds. For God’s grace is His power to overwhelm and destroy the 

power of sin.  

In Mark 9 and Matthew 17 Jesus confronts the power and consequence of 

sin. Coming down a mountain after His transfiguration He encounters a man 

whose son is demon possessed. Though His disciples were given explicit 

authority to drive out demons (see Matt. 10:8 and Mark 3:14-15) they could not 

drive out this one.  

Commenting on the bent, twisted and powerless condition of all, on their 

complete lack of faith, their unbelieving, untrusting, disobedient posture, 

Jesus laments, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to 

bear with you? Bring him to me” (Mark 9:19). I do not know if He is speaking 

about His disciples are the people in general. They have all seen His work, 

experienced His faithfulness, seen the evidence of His life and love for them 

and still they have no faith. Jesus does not say “little” faith as He does 

elsewhere. They are “faithless.” 

Finally, the father, driven to his knees, hopelessly unable to do anything, 
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exclaims, “I believe; help my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24). His cry did not release Jesus’ 

power as if faith activates God. Jesus decided to heal the boy and 

strengthened the faith of the father. Just as He decided to come and sacrifice 

Himself for us giving us grace. 

Those who are pure in heart live faith as a whole person before God. 

A Widows’ Gift 
Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box, and he saw a 

poor widow put in two small copper coins. And he said, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow 

has put in more than all of them. For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she 

out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.” (Luke 21:1-4) 

Why do the very young and the very old rest more completely in God’s 

loving grace than those in between? Perhaps the very young have yet to learn 

how to control and manipulate in a sophisticated manner. When a child hears 

an explanation they believe the person speaking. Children have to be trained 

to know the person speaking is telling a falsehood. They have to learn what is 

theirs and others. As they grow children know intuitively how to covet but 

have to learn what to covet.   

And the very old, I think, have learned all they want which this world has 

to offer carries no true, eternal value. Or, they are just tired. 

Jesus observed a widow giving “all she had to live on,” the equivalent of less 

than one percent of a day’s wages. Nowhere in Scripture does God demand an 

offering of everything one owns. Except when Jesus demands we follow Him 

and carry our cross. He sacrificed Himself for us and we are to sacrifice ourselves 

for Him. Was the widow’s gift a sacrifice?  

Just previous to this small, easily overlooked story Luke records Jesus’ 

reaction to the attitude and motivations of the Pharisee’s.   

Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and love greetings in the 

marketplaces and the best seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at feasts, who 

devour widows’ houses and for a pretense make long prayers. They will receive the greater 

condemnation. (Luke 20:45-47) 

“Devour widows’ houses.” God does not devour the needy. He may not 

supply what is wanted but He will take care of the needs of those who rely 

upon Him. Those needs may be physical but are certainly eternal. Still, we do 

not have the right to force our expectation on Him. We do have the privilege 

of trusting Him who is eternally trustworthy.  

God intimately knows the heart. He knows the heart of this widow for, I 

assume, she is with Him for eternity. We cannot know her heart without 

making assumptions based on the evidence given.  
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She was unconcerned about how she was to continue to live from one day 

to the next. There was no worry, no planning for contingencies, no hoarding, 

certainly no care what any thought of her. Her focus was upon God knowing He 

would care for her daily needs and when He did not He was still God and would 

bring her home, into His presence, because her time in the world was ended.  

This widow did not simply turn away from sin. She turned toward God. 

Nor did she simply stand still gazing at God. No one who sees Him can 

stand still. They must either turn away again or be drawn toward Him. All will 

fall on their knees at His feet. In a body bent by sin, in a world filled with the 

distractions of temptation, goaded on by a defeated enemy, it takes work and 

experience to remain focused upon the face of God.  

At the moment of her giving her heart was tempered and purified by 

the fires of faith. God had revealed Himself to her in a way she could never 

explain but was more real and eternal than any of the hard experiences of 

her temporary life. She saw God and would see Him for eternity.  

A sacrifice of obedience, when offered from a heart purified by God, is 

no sacrifice.  

Conclusion 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. (Matt. 5:8) 

If we are honest with ourselves we would draw two obvious conclusions. 

We are not pure and do not want to be pure. Reality tells us purity is unattainable, 

existing only in a fantasy world. Therefore, we reject the idea of purity. We 

would also implicitly state we don’t want to see God. We want to hide from God. 

At times, we certainly don’t want Him to see us because we are not pure. If 

we were honest with ourselves. 

It is not up to us. We were created for relationship with Him so He might 

love us. His love is so pure He will love us in spite of our sin. He cannot allow 

sin to continue to control our lives so He demands we focus, not on the sin 

and the consequences of sin, but on Him. There is a ripping of one’s eyes away 

from self to God as the recognition of sin and the realization of its 

consequences force repentance. There is agony in the defeat of self as we 

relinquish control and filling as we are changed and become what He desires. 

He loves us eternally and determined to sacrifice Himself so we might rest 

in His presence. Sacrificial giving is evidence we are attaining purity of heart as 

God finishes preparing us for eternity. Yet, our giving is seen as sacrificial only 

in the eyes of the world. Giving from a pure, selfless heart is not a sacrifice but 

an act of love. 

In the Western world we call an offering or sacrifice a donation. 
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Offerings, usually a percentage of income, are given to God according to our 

means and how He has blessed. Sacrifices cause discomfort.  

In the Hebrew Scripture those who gave God from the first-fruits of 

their crops and livestock were abundantly blessed by God, as He 

promised. Those who gave free-will offerings did so because of their love for 

Him. Sacrifices of obedience are required by God. Free-will sacrifices of love, 

not required but desired, are acknowledgement of who God is and who we 

are before our Creator. One may lead to the other. An offering from love is 

evidence of the condition of the heart.  

Those who are His come to a place of complete dependence upon God, 

having learned to direct their attention toward Him. There is no sudden 

realization of God’s trustworthiness and faithfulness, but a gradual 

acceptance and appreciation of Him. This gradual, sudden understanding is 

the beginning and end of God’s work of recreating and one element of His 

preparing us for eternity.  

Purity of heart is one of the essential elements of a citizen of the 

kingdom of heaven. Jesus has been listing them in the first seven statements 

of the Sermon on the Mount. 

Those who attain by grace purity of heart begin in the depths of rebellion, 

admitting the reality of sin. They are poor in spirit and recognize the truth of 

sin in themselves and the world. Taking this first step of admitting the truth 

about themselves and of God begins the cascading process of becoming a 

citizen of the kingdom of God. After admitting the truth of sin is the 

realization of the consequences of sin, separation from God and life which 

brings deep, unbearable mourning.  

God does not leave us in this state of agony but breaks our wills and 

gives us a new, stronger spirit. This happens when we relinquish control to 

Him who created us. Meekness is not weakness but God’s strength in us 

under His control. He changes the whole person not just a part. He wants the 

whole person not a fraction. Those who are His begin to hunger and thirst 

for righteousness. And the war begins, for the tug and pull of the world is 

away from righteousness. 

Changing the heart means directing the person to show love toward God 

and others. Purity of heart is only the second of the three descriptions of love 

God shows us and the world. Mercy is active love which God shows us and 

we, because He loves us first, show to others. Purity of heart characterizes 

God eternal love for us and our selfless love for Him. We will look next at 

peace, which is God’s love for the fallen shown by our love for them. 

Now, in the midst of the war, I want to please God because I am fully 
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convinced, for a moment, of God’s eternal love for me. 

 
 


