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Introduction 

When I was a young Christian, not young in the “faith” but young in the 

Lord, God showed me something. I was excited and energetic and full of 

myself. In my twenties, fairly successful at what I was doing at work but not 

necessarily at school, I considered the insight exhilarating and life changing. 

God showed me something in His Word. 

I was in my fifth year of college and I was only a Junior. Work was more 

important than school, a girl friend more important than work. Now, looking 

back, I wondered that I listened to God at all, or was able to hear what He 

was saying. 

God doesn’t yell. God whispers. To hear Him I had to be still, 

undistracted, wanting to hear and prepared to hear Him, to listen to His 

whisper. People in their twenties don’t know how to be still and listen, 

especially to God. If it were a girl I was attracted to I would sit and listen the 

whole night, hanging on every word and gesture. Or, if I was doing my hobby 

I would concentrate to the exclusion of all else. But listen to God? I wasn’t 

brought up to see Him as exciting. He is not physically present so how 

should I look into His eyes or hang on every word? I had no reason to listen 

to Him. Too much else was more important than He, or His Word, or 

anything about Him. 

Yet, I was alone one night and reading my Bible. I was reading the 

Sermon on the Mount and God captured my attention. Without 

comprehending the full implication of what He was announcing, words He 

announced through His Son 2,000 years earlier, read by successive 

generations of Christians, He showed me a little of what He actually said and, 

I think, meant in His words. Books have been written about the Sermon on 

the Mount, sermons delivered, Bible studies taught to students engaged or 

distracted. I do not know how many commentaries there are on the Gospel 

of Matthew. Jesus’ words have been translated, dissected, exposited, 

memorized and contemplated by lay people, professors and mystics. What 

can I possibly add to the discussion? 

Here is another book on the Sermon on the Mount. Actually, this 

volume covers the first 20 verses of Matthew 5. This is not an easy read. It 

was not an easy write. I want the reader to see God, His Son, Jesus Christ, 

know the Holy Spirit and learn of their position in the kingdom of heaven. 

But I cannot and will not force anyone to read. I spent 35 years studying and 

teaching this passage, returning to it regularly. I have spent the last seven 
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years writing and refining each chapter. Originally, each chapter was twice its 

size. I have been ruthless in editing. 

Nothing I write is the last word on the subject. That God captured my 

attention so long ago has nothing to do with me and everything to do with 

Him. If it were up to me I wouldn’t have even started this study or begun 

writing. 

There are several things you, the reader, should know as you read. These 

points will arise throughout the book, in the discussion of almost every verse. 

Image of God 
People are designed for relationship with God and with each other. God 

created the heavens and the earth and began making the earth a place where 

those created in His image would dwell. His intent was they grow to know 

Him. He gave them His image. He walked in the garden where Adam and 

Eve dwelt. He talked to them and asked where they were. He spoke to them 

face to face. 

God is eternal. Those created in His image exist, at least for a time, in 

time. Yet, God did not create people to exist for a time only to then cease to 

exist. He created those in His image so they might be with Him for eternity. 

It is impossible to expunge all references to time from the discussion. We 

cannot imagine God or eternity correctly because of the constraints of time 

on our thinking and existence. God, who transcends creation and time, 

created the heavens and earth and thus began time. He created people to live 

within the universe of space, matter and time for a time. 

People exist in time. When people are born, just as when Adam was first 

created, they were born complete but not finished. Adam was whole and 

complete but able to learn and grow. Maturity happens over time. As people 

grow physically their bodies mature, gaining strength and dexterity, becoming 

disciplined for life. Yet, the intellect and emotions also mature, gaining 

discipline for life. No mature person would expect a baby or child to act like an 

adult. In the same way, we should not expect Adam and Eve to be and act 

completely mature directly after they were created. They may have been created 

whole and complete but still had to learn. God could have given them such a 

complete understanding of their world they would need no experiences. But, 

He did not do this. That He placed in the garden with them the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil as well as the tree of life, is evidence they, Adam 

and Eve, needed to continue to grow. 

This is how God works with His creation. He does not completely reveal 

Himself, His will or purposes to anyone. He does reveal part of His will and 
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some of His purpose to people. Ultimately, people are incapable of 

completely understanding and implementing the whole will and purpose of 

God. This is something only He can do. A finite creation cannot exist able to 

completely comprehend an infinite Being. Only an equal to God could 

completely comprehend God. There is only one God. There are no others. 

God, over the course of time and within the history of people, revealed 

Himself, slowly and purposefully. Can nations and peoples corporately grow 

and mature over time? I think so. But, nations and peoples can also 

degenerate, not only ceasing to grow but regressing toward immaturity. 

We see the evidence of God’s handiwork in creation. This is called 

“general revelation.” Those who deny God do so because they refuse to see 

Him and attribute to Him the wonders of creation. But, God has also revealed 

Himself in ways we could never know unless He either shows or tells us. His 

“special revelation” is contained in the Holy Scriptures, comprised of the Old 

Testament, or the Hebrew Scriptures, and the New Testament, with the 

Gospels of Jesus Christ and the Epistles to the Church. Our Bibles are the 

progressive revelation of God about Himself culminating in the life, death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. All of Scripture points forward to Jesus or 

backward to what He began and finished. 

Just as people grow and mature so the collective human race grows and 

matures. Or, at least, it is supposed to grow and mature. In a sense, those who 

lived during the time of the writing of the Hebrew Scripture were not ready to 

hear all God was going to say. Does this mean now, almost two thousand years 

after the death and resurrection of Christ, the world is ready to hear?  

Unity of Scripture 
Scripture is a word used to describe a collection of written works. We use 

the word Scripture to delineate the whole of the Bible containing the Old 

Testament, or the Hebrew Scripture, and the New Testament. There are two 

significant questions which need answering to begin understanding the whole 

collection as a collection and a whole work. First, who wrote the Scripture? 

From all indication the Bible as we know it was written by over 40 people 

over a period of two thousand years. Discussions on the authors have filled 

libraries. Second, how were the individual works collected into one single 

work? A discussion on the canon of Scripture, how the individual writings 

were measured and included, would fill books. These are critical questions 

whose examination and answers are far beyond the confines of this 

introduction or the content of this book. 
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Our major consideration is the unity of Scripture. We accept that the true 

Author of Scripture is God who revealed His will and words to people, 

inspired and motivated through the Holy Spirit the individual authors to write 

that which He wanted written using their own words and styles. As such, the 

original writings are complete and without error. Thus, Scripture is seen as 

both inerrant and infallible. Inerrancy guarantees the veracity of the written 

word in matters of fact, science and history while infallibility includes matters 

of faith and practice. 

Our model for the authority of Scripture is Jesus, who continually refers 

to the Hebrew Scripture, His words and teachings, works and miracles, called 

signs, and His life as recorded in the four Gospels. In addition, we accept the 

teachings of the Epistles as included in the canon of the New Testament. 

From Genesis to Revelation the Bible is about God, about Jesus Christ 

and the Holy Spirit’s work with Man. Theologians have identified numerous 

themes and doctrines throughout Scripture. God speaks about Himself and 

shows every person their need of Him. We must take care to not craft a 

theme or a doctrine which does not adhere to the teaching of God in the 

whole of Scripture. 

Why is this important? When establishing a doctrine taught by God all of 

Scripture must be taken into consideration. We do not have the option to 

validate a specific teaching which impacts our witness for God or our 

preparation for eternity based on only a single verse or a single book in 

Scripture. Jesus declares multiple witnesses give a testimony about Him (see 

John 5:31-36; John 8:12-18). Jesus also demands truth be established on the 

testimony of at least two or three witnesses (See Matt. 18:15-20; John 8:17; 

Deut. 17:6; 19:15). In the Hebrew Scripture the witnesses include the Law, 

the Prophets and the Psalms. Jesus came to bear witness to that which God 

spoke throughout the Hebrew Scripture. Finally, the Church bears witness in 

the writings of the Epistles. So, to establish a doctrine the testimony of two 

or three witnesses is necessary. Those witnesses are the Hebrew Scripture, the 

Gospels of Jesus Christ and the Epistles of the New Testament. Finding a 

teaching in only one place makes the teaching suspect. 

Faith 
One word crosses Jesus’ lips constantly. It is the word “faith.” In the 

Greek the word pistis or one of its associated words is translated into English 

as “faith”, “believe” and “trust.” There are other words for “believe” and 

“trust” but the translators have occasionally, depending upon the context, 

given several meaning to the idea of faith which has complicated our 
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understanding. 

In my opinion, the single greatest theme in Scripture is the place of faith in 

the life of the person who walks with God. Faith is the conduit through which 

God delivers all the Christian needs to live in a fallen world. Defining faith is 

difficult and there are many descriptions which help. Faith is taking God at His 

word. This means believing what He says, trusting Him to do what He says, 

and putting into action through obedience what He commands. 

This faith is not an object like the “faith” which defines a particular 

religion or religious affiliation. Faith is never an object but always placed in an 

object’s actions and ability to deliver what is promised. If the object of one’s 

faith is incapable of delivering what is promised the faith is misplaced and 

perhaps not even faith at all. 

For the Christian the object of faith is always God. Directing faith away 

from God toward something other than Him is idolatry. For instance, placing 

faith in the Church or the leadership or traditions of a Church and not God 

implies the Church is more capable of delivering what is promised than God. 

Should the Church suggest working or works as a means of salvation the 

faith’s object is the work or the authority which demands the work and not 

the God who created both the authority and the need for work. 

Faith involves the whole person focusing their selves upon the Object. 

God does not save part of a person but the whole person. It is the whole 

person who is created in the image of God and recreated in the likeness of 

Christ (see Rom. 8:29; 1 Cor. 15:49; 1 John 3:2). God’s image in those created 

in His image includes the spiritual person, the mind, the emotions and the 

will, and more.  

Faith demands the intellect see the evidence of God’s work and 

acknowledge it is God who has worked, believing it is God who has worked. 

But faith is not simply intellectual. It is also the emotional response to the 

promises of God, which is trusting God who is trustworthy. Finally, faith is 

an act of the will in obedience to God’s commands. 

As we examine the characteristics of the Citizen of the kingdom of 

heaven we will also examine the place of faith in the individual characteristics. 

Seven Characteristics 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
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Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. (Matt. 5:3-9) 

Each of these characteristics given by Christ in the Sermon on the Mount 

are exhibited by an individual citizen of the kingdom of God. At the same 

time, every citizen exhibits all of these characteristics. Finally, the Church, or 

the body of Christ, is made up of all these characteristics. 

Those who are poor in spirit are the ones who recognize the truth of sin in 

themselves and the world around them. They love the truth and hate the lie. 

Yet, they are plagued by pride in their ability to know truth and distinguish 

truth from falsehood. These are God’s spokesmen, unafraid to tell the truth 

no matter the circumstance. 

Those who mourn realize the consequences of sin, which is separation 

from God. They are hard on themselves yet work hard at placing God first. 

They understand how their personal sin and the sin of all has eternal 

consequences, not only separating the person from God but separating 

people from each other. They show true repentance in their lives. 

Those who are meek have relinquished control of themselves to God. 

Meekness is strength under control. Meekness in God’s kingdom are those 

who have God’s strength in them under God’s control. These are the 

citizens who understand faith and take action based upon their intimate 

knowledge of God. 

Next, are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. These are the people 

who want to know all there is to know about God, both intellectually and 

intimately. They are able to see how God works and understand Scripture. 

These first four characteristics work together to form the citizen. All 

must recognize sin then repent. All must live by faith and seek God with the 

thinking of their whole hearts. One of the consequences of being made a 

citizen is the desire to love others, to love God and to have others love God. 

Mercy is active love. It is the fifth characteristic and actively loves others 

and God because God first actively loved them. They understand the fullest 

measure of the passion of Christ. 

Being pure in heart is a love for God which places Him absolutely first 

and makes themselves of no consequences. These people know how to give 

themselves because they know how God gave Himself in the person of 

Jesus Christ. They are not simply unselfish, which is a negative term. They 

are selfless. 

Finally, Jesus describes peacemakers. These are the ones who show “tough 

love” to those around them. Peacemakers are not interested in peace between 

people but that people have peace with God, which will show the evidence of 
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peace between people. Yet, they will not compromise the relationship with 

God for peace. If a person needs to fall they will let them fall, then encourage 

them to know God. 

All of these characteristics work together in the citizen. Yet, each person 

has a prominent or basic motivational characteristic shown more than the 

others. Each Christian will also exhibit all of these characteristics. 

Consequently, the Church will have all of these characteristics. They will have 

people who hate sin and love the truth. They will have people who mourn and 

want to serve God and others. They will have those who know faith and work 

through faith to accomplish God’s will. There will be those who hunger and 

thirst for righteousness, who seem more heavenly minded than earthly good.  

There are dire consequences in having and living these characteristics, 

whether in a person or in the Church, in the world. Simply put, the more one 

loves God, or the Church loves God, the more persecution they will endure. 

Our world persecutes Christians and the Church because it hates God and 

everything which represents God. 

Instead of reacting against the hatred of the world the citizen will act 

according to the dictates and will of the God they serve. They will be salt and 

light. They will show righteousness instead of unrighteousness. They will 

show the world what God wants and desires though they are persecuted, 

hated and killed. 

Witness to the World 
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 

evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 

heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. (Matt. 5:10-12) 

You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be 

restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under 

people’s feet. 

You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people 

light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the 

house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 

works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. (Matt. 5:13-16) 

There are two reasons God leaves the Christian, the citizen of the 

kingdom of heaven, on Earth. First, we are left as witnesses of Him to the 

fallen world. This is a non-debatable theological doctrine. Sin is not debatable 

but a reality. Our fallen nature is not debatable. Death is not debatable. Yet, 

the world will show its hatred for God by hating and persecuting those who 
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belong to God. In spite of the world’s persecution we are to show the world 

God’s love by living and proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 Jesus is specific in His declarations. “And this gospel of the kingdom will be 

proclaimed throughout that the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end 

will come” (Matt. 24:14). Jesus’ “great commission” directs those who follow 

Him to make disciples as they go into and through the world (see Matt. 

28:19-20; see also Mark 16:15; Luke 24:48 John 20:21-23). 

In this verse the active word “go” means to travel or traverse from place 

to place. Jesus uses the same word in Matthew 10:7, just before He sends out 

His disciples. Jesus commands them to preach the imminent arrival of the 

kingdom of heaven (see Matt. 10:7). 

Witnessing about God is a deliberate act of speech produced by a 

worldview and lifestyle based upon our eternal personality and temporal 

action. Christian’s must certainly use words when they witness, led by the 

Holy Spirit, especially before those who are antagonistic to God. But how we 

act becomes more important. We must not allow our words to contradict the 

Holy Spirit’s leading or our redeemed personality and lifestyles. 

In Matthew 28:19 the operative word is not “go” but “teach” or “make 

disciples.” There are two implications of this phrase. First, the person going 

knows what they are about and has so thoroughly ingrained the leading and 

teaching of the Holy Spirit in their life that they just naturally live for Christ. 

A disciple is a pupil. For the citizen of the kingdom of heaven being a pupil is 

life-long. In this world and in this life none ever reach a place where they are 

no longer a disciple. None learn everything they need to know and no longer 

need to learn. No one finishes their course of study. 

Every disciple of Christ is directed to teach, through words, intelligent 

discussions and through their actions, their life. Disciples recognize their 

place as students and take their responsibilities seriously. 

Preparation for Eternity 
That there is no end to learning suggests two things. First, that the citizen 

will spend eternity learning, especially about God. It is not unimaginable to 

suggest that since God is unknowable, since He has revealed to us certain 

things about Himself, that He will continue to reveal Himself to those with 

Him in eternity. He wants those who are His to have an intimate relationship 

with Him. Intimacy implies continued and deliberate growing closer. An 

infinite God cannot be known by a finite being. He who has no beginning 

cannot be completely known by those who do have a beginning. But, those 

who have a beginning can exist for eternity by being removed from space and 
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time and placed into eternity. 

Spending eternity growing to know Him suggests the time spent in the 

world growing in the intimate knowledge of God is preliminary and necessary 

to eternal growth. While witnessing to the world is declared openly and 

absolutely, our preparation for eternity is implied throughout Scripture. 

In the beginning when God created Adam and Eve He gave them His 

image. After they sinned and were corrupted He removed them from His 

garden and guarded the way to the tree of life so they would not eat from it 

also and live forever in their corrupted state. He did not forbid them from 

eating the fruit from the tree of life until after they fell into sin. God wanted 

them to live forever in a perfect state, in relationship with Him, having 

dominion over the Earth. Before expelling them from the garden He tells 

Adam and Eve, and all of their offspring, that He will provide a descendant 

who will “crush” Satan’s head, destroy him, after Satan has hurt Him (see 

Gen 3:15).  Jesus, the Christ, is the “offspring” spoken of in this verse. 

Jesus uses a word in a number of places which alludes to the citizen’s 

“reward” for living a righteous life in this world. Christ declares they should, 

when enduring persecution for His name, “rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 

great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you” (Matt. 5:12; 

Luke 6:23). Identification with Christ, and with all who have suffered for 

Christ, or because they are declaring the word of God to an obstinate people, 

carries a “reward.” We should not think of this as payment for work done, as 

if God owes us something. However, the word does mean “payment for 

services” rendered and may be misconstrued as payment received because 

God owes. God is under no obligation. There are benefits to being a citizen 

of the kingdom of heaven. 

One of characteristics of the citizen of God’s kingdom is their desire for 

righteousness. Because of the image of God and the consequent relationship 

with God, actions are done from love for Him and not a desire to advance 

oneself ahead of others or God’s purpose. Thus, Jesus tests our motivations 

in the Sermon on the Mount by revealing why we do what we do. Do we act 

like those in the world? There is no eternal benefit (see Matt. 5:46; Luke 

6:35). Do we fulfill our religious duty to attract people to us or to God? If to 

us, there is no eternal benefit (see Matt. 6:1, 2, 5, 16). Do we act at the 

direction and leading of the Holy Spirit? We receive eternal benefit (see Matt. 

10:41, 42; Mark 9:41). 

Jesus is adamant that He will repay everyone according to what they have 

done (see Rev. 22:11-12; see also Matt. 16:27; Rom. 2:6; 2 Cor. 5:10). What 

we do, what we say, how we act here and now, has eternal ramifications. We 
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are responsible (see 1 Cor. 3:11-15). 

A careful reading of the Hebrew Scripture will show that people have a 

complete inability to do anything righteous. There are a few people scattered 

throughout the Scripture who are declared righteous. Yet, these are few and a 

careful examination of their lives will reveal times where they had no faith, no 

trust in God. Still, God’s prophets came and delivered God’s word to a 

rebellious people seeking to turn them away from idolatry toward God their 

Creator, in whose image they were made, and with whom they were to have 

an intimate relationship. At one place God tells Elijah, who thinks he is the 

only one in the world who seeks God, that there are seven thousand people 

who have not bent their knee to an idol (see 1 Kings 19:18). Seven thousand 

is a round number and probably indicates, though the number of people who 

have turned away from God is vast, He has determined and kept those who 

have not turned away. 

What we do in this life counts for eternity. God wants us to seek Him 

with our whole hearts, minds and souls. He wants us to seek Him with our 

whole being. This means not seeking the world, or being conformed to the 

likeness of the world (see Rom. 12:1-2). 

God wants us to seek Him. Those who do seek Him are given benefits in 

eternity. They are given life and freedom from sin and sickness and the 

wickedness of this world. They are given peace and rest (See Hebrews 4:1-

11). Yet, there is more we cannot know about until we are taken into eternity. 

We are to grow in our sanctification and continue to be transformed, which 

means being prepared for eternity.  Jesus, in the Sermon on the Mount, tells 

us His expectation of the eternal characteristics of the citizen of the kingdom 

of heaven. He also tells us how we are to act in the world, toward the world 

which hates Him, and toward each other. 

Jesus’ Testimony 
Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 

abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, 

not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. Therefore whoever 

relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be 

called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 

great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. 5:17-20) 

Every kingdom has a King. Jesus is the King of the kingdom of heaven.  

Matthew gives the genealogy of Jesus, placing Him in the lineage of 

David and heir to the throne of Israel (see Matt. 1:1; Luke 3:23). “Christ” 
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means anointed or Messiah. Scriptural references to the place of Jesus as 

King are many.  

In John 5 Jesus confronts the religious authorities after healing a man on 

the Sabbath. Working on the Sabbath is against the fourth commandment 

and the Mosaic Law (see Exod. 20:8). Over the years the regulations built 

around the fourth commandment grew to keep people from even coming 

close to breaking that Law. Accused of working on the Sabbath Jesus 

launches into a long rebuke about their unwillingness to look at the evidence 

of Scripture to see God working and acknowledge He is the Son of Man. 

Jesus is adamant in His declaration the Scripture they study is all about Him 

(see John 5:39-40). 

Toward the end of His ministry Jesus and His disciple are on their way to 

Jerusalem where He faces crucifixion. He wants them to know and remember 

that everything written about Him in the Scripture will be and is done and 

finished (see Luke 18:31-34) even if they do not immediately understand what 

He is saying. They did not understand until after His resurrection when they 

remembered and comprehended His words. 

On the night He was betrayed, Jesus continued preparing His disciples 

for His death. Scripture specifically states He was considered a criminal (see 

Isaiah 53:12) though He had broken no law, either divine or man-made. He 

told them to bring swords. Having a sword does not make anyone a criminal 

(see Luke 22:37-38). Using a weapon against a legal authority who is 

obediently exercising their duty is a crime. We are told when the crowd came 

to arrest Jesus Peter drew a sword and attacked one of the guards. Peter was 

the criminal, not Jesus (see Matt. 26:52-56). After the incident every one of 

His disciples abandoned Him. 

When Jesus stood before Pilate at His mock trial and just before His 

execution, He declared Himself a King (see John 18:36-37). 

Finally, after His resurrection Jesus twice more tells His disciples the 

Scripture is about Him.  

After His crucifixion, death, burial and resurrection, two disciples were 

traveling to Emmaus, a small village a few miles from Jerusalem. As they 

walked Jesus joined them yet they did not recognize Him. He had died, 

murdered by the Pharisees using the Roman’s as executioners. It was 

inconceivable to them anyone could live after they had died. They were not 

expecting to see Jesus ever again. Yet, Luke tells us they did not recognize 

Jesus (see Luke 24:16). They lamented to this unknown traveler the history of 

the last few days and the death of Jesus. They then told Him how some of 

the women of their group declared they had been told by angels Jesus was 
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alive. Jesus’ response was to open their minds to the Scripture which spoke 

about Him (see Luke 24:25-27). Emmaus is about seven milesa from 

Jerusalem. Once they recognized Jesus, and He departed from them, they 

hurried back to Jerusalem to tell the other disciples that Jesus was alive.  

Upon their return to Jerusalem they were greeted by the disciples who 

declared they also saw Jesus alive. And then Jesus appeared to all of them. 

Once again He showed them in Scripture what had been prophesied about 

Him (see Luke 24:44-47).  

Jesus tells them the Hebrew Scripture was written about Him. All of the 

Scripture from the first five books of Moses to the last of the Prophets and 

all of the Poetic books. While there are many themes and doctrines found in 

the Scripture, many truths and direction for life, there is only one object of 

Scripture. That object is Jesus Christ.  

Jesus is the Creator. Man was created in His image. He is the object of 

faith for His words are true and His promises are sure. Yet, faith without 

obedience is not faith. Jesus, as King of His kingdom, never asks those who 

are His to do His will. He commands they obey. This is the prerogative and 

expectation of a king. Those who are citizens of the kingdom of heaven obey 

from love for their king. 

In the following pages we will examine the characteristics of the citizen 

of the kingdom of heaven, the reaction of the world to the citizen, and the 

action of the citizen in the world. We will examine the whole of Scripture to 

discern the interpretation of these statements of Jesus. This book is not the 

final word but a part of the discussion of what it means to be a citizen of the 

kingdom of heaven. 

 


