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Psalm One 

1 Blessed is the man 
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor stands in the way  of sinners,  
nor sits in the seat of scoffers;  
2 but his delight is in the law of the LORD,  
and on his law he meditates day and night.  
 
3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water  
that yields its fruit in its season,  
and its leaf does not wither.  
In all that he does, he prospers.  
 
4 The wicked are not so,  
but are like chaff that the wind drives away.  
 
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,  
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;  
6 for the LORD knows the way of the righteous,  
but the way of the wicked will perish. 
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Introduction to Psalm 1 

In the Psalms, we see two spiritual entities, one struggling with the 
other, with their respective followers. One, the Deceiver, is at war with the 
other, God the Creator, having begun the conflict and obsessively refusing 
to end or concede defeat. God fights an unsought war with every necessary 
tool, eternally knowing His victory is assured. His opponent also fights 
with every deceptive trick and contrivance available, knowing It has no 
chance of victory. It is a war which should not have happened but is raging 
and cannot be stopped until the time is right. It is the Deceiver, a created 
being, rebelling against God, the Creator of His foe. 

War should bring fear and trembling to every sane and reasonable 
person. In war is destruction and death. There is no safety and security in 
a war zone. There is constant terror and unsought courage, debilitating fear 
and selfless bravery, premeditated loss from destruction and deliberate self-
sacrifice. War brings out the worst in people. War brings out the best in 
people. 

Why would any created being wage war against the Creator, knowing 
there was no hope of victory, knowing at the end of the conflict it would 
face utter destruction? Would this knowledge not change the face of war? 
Would not tactics and strategies change? There is no hope of victory for 
the Deceiver, and no chance of surrender because judgment is irrevocably 
and eternally decreed. Still, the war rages. 

This is not a war as physical, space-time history would define war. In 
war, there are sides of combatants fighting to control people, land or 
whatever is at stake. There is ultimately a winner and a loser. All sides will 
suffer loss but eventually one side will capitulate to the other and sue for 
terms of peace, or a cessation of conflict. Or, one side will so totally 
dominate the other the overshadowed side will face annihilation.  

This war is not in heaven. It is not an eternal struggle but has an end. 
It is on Earth. Though it is two spiritual beings, one eternal and 
omnipotent and the other having a beginning and powerful but still not 
God, the war is fought in space-time.  

Over what is the rebellion being raged? Ultimately, there is no prize. 
God, existing before the beginning and after the end of time, is the object 
of the Deceivers wrath. But God is not a prize which can be won or lost. 
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Temporarily, the trophy is the souls of people made in the image of God, 
whom God loves. Those who belong to Him cannot be lost while those 
who rebel against Him cannot be saved.  

But do not think anyone born is a passive participant or an innocent 
bystander. Nor think any person choses sides. Every person born is thrust 
into the war against God, for the sinful bent and corruption of Man 
propels all away from their Creator. Yet, God’s image drives each person 
toward God. It is a true war, with eternal consequences fought within the 
soul of each person given the image of God while inhabiting a vessel 
corrupted by sin.  

Those who are known by God are the battlefield, continually 
threatened and assaulted by those who do not belong to God. Most in the 
world will not even recognize there is a war raging. It is not an awareness 
of position for or against God which defines the war. It is the justice and 
righteousness of God judging those who rebel against God, which sets the 
stage. The war we face moment by moment is a rebellion against God and 
all He represents. 

There is only one champion. His name is Jesus Christ. He is God who 
was born in flesh as a righteous, sinless man. He took upon Himself the 
punishment for rebellion and sin for all so all might be reconciled to God. 
He, and He alone, has fought the war and claimed victory over the 
consequences of sin, not just the entities who rebelled against Him. 

Still, the Deceiver, knowing Its own end is annihilation, eternal 
separation from that which creates and sustains life, is bent on wreaking as 
much havoc and destruction as possible. There is no prize. It, the Deceiver, 
is called the prince, or ruler, of this world but It is not the king and supreme 
ruler of hell. God still rules hell, for it is a place He created for those who 
rebel against Him, beginning with the Deceiver. 

Psalm 1 describes the conflict and ultimate resolution between the 
only Righteous One, and those who are His, and the Deceiver, and those 
who follow it. 
  



 3 

Blessed is the Man 

Blessed is the man 
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

nor stands in the way  of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of scoffers; (Psalm 1:1) 

 

In the Psalms, God speaks to everyone in the world about His Son, 
Jesus Christ. God speaks in the first person in Psalm 1. He is describing a 
man who is righteous before Him.  

Man is singular but can refer to Mankind as a singular group of people, 
all created in the image of God. Most often man refers to one person such 
as a husband, servant, great person, champion. As described in this verse, 
the man is sinless and never surrenders to any impulse to rebel against God.  

Unlike modern English tenses, which express past, present and future, 
Biblical Hebrew views action as either completed or not completed. The 
man described in Psalm 1 does not, nor will ever, rebel against God and 
His moral code, but has accomplished the exact opposite by upholding 
God’s absolute will. All of his obedient actions toward God are complete 
and finished.  

Many see themselves in this Psalm because they want to see themselves. 
If Psalm 1 is about anyone it is about either those who are in complete 
rebellion against God or a man in complete submission to Him and those 
who identify with that man. Psalm 1 speaks about one person who has no 
sin, who hates sin and refuses to participate with anyone or anything that 
leads to sin.  

Paul is adamant in his assessment of the spiritual condition of all 
people. Everyone is facing the judgment of God and under His 
condemnation because of their rebellious nature. 

What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already 
charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, as it is written:  

“None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. 
All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, 
not even one.” (See Psalm 14:1-3 and Psalm 53:1-3) 

“Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive” (See 
Psalm 5:9).  
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“The venom of asps is under their lips” (See Psalm 140:3). 
“Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness” (See Psalm 10:7). 
“Their feet are swift to shed blood (See Proverbs 1:16); 
in their paths are ruin and misery, (See Isaiah 59:7-8); 
and the way of peace they have not known” (See Luke 1:79). 
“There is no fear of God before their eyes” (See Psalm 36:1)  

(Romans 3:9-18) 

God blesses the man who does not rebel against Him but works 
tirelessly to seek His will and intimately know Him. This describes only 
one person who has ever lived. Only Jesus Christ has perfectly done all 
God wanted without sinning. Every other person who has ever lived has 
rebelled against God.  

Only Jesus Christ is perfect and only He has kept the law of God 
perfectly. Because of His perfection He is righteous before God and the 
only One able to bring those who are rebelling to repentance and belief 
into God’s presence. 

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, 
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of 
God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 
distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are 
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. 
(Romans 3:21-25) 

If this Psalms shows anything about individuals it shows who each 
person serves and with whom each person identifies. Even though every 
person is responsible for their own actions, thoughts and words, they are 
still controlled by sin and the desire to rebel against God. He will not 
forsake those who seek Him. He may not remove them from the 
temptations they face but He will enable them to confront and subdue the 
temptations with the confidence of knowing to whom they belong. People 
are blessed by God as they are identified with Jesus Christ, the only sinless 
One blessed by God. 
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The Deceiver, Part One 

Blessed is the man 
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of scoffers; (Psalm 1:1) 

 

There is another creature in Scripture leading the rebellion against 
God. It is the Deceiver. Who is the Deceiver? There are allusions in 
Scripture but little information is definitive. It, the Deceiver, created by 
God for service to Him, rebelled against God, seeking to usurp His 
authority in eternity. It is also known as Satan, the devil, the old serpent, 
tempter, ruler of this world. 

Jesus tells us three things about the “ruler of this world” (see John 
12:31; 14:30; 16:11). Ruler means commander or leader. The KJV uses 
the word “prince.” World means the earth, its inhabitants, including and 
incorporating all of the rebellious citizens of that which was created by 
God. Jesus is referring to the world in which He came and we live. Thus, 
the ruler of this world is the commander or leader of those who are in 
rebellion against God in this world. 

Jesus is not suggesting the Deceiver is royalty, or owns the world, but 
that It is a usurper, a created being instrumental in planning and executing 
a coup. He tells us ultimately the Deceiver is cast out, a future action for 
us but a completed action from God. “Now is the judgment all, of this world; 
now will the ruler of this world be cast out” (John 12:31).  

Secondly, the ruler of this world came to corrupt Jesus and tried to kill 
Him, but could do nothing to God the Son. “I will no longer talk much 
with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me,” (John 
14:30).  

Finally, the ruler of this world has already been tried, judged and 
sentenced. “The ruler of this world is judged” (John 16:11). While Jesus 
gives the Deceiver the status of ruler of the world, Its rule is at the pleasure 
of God and is taken away at His discretion. 

Do not think the Deceiver is the king or ruler of hell. People don’t like 
to think about or conceive of hell. Some take a morbid curiosity and begin 
building ideas about what hell is like based upon the poetic and allegorical 
descriptions in Scripture. Sometimes Jesus refers to Gehenna, a place 
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outside of Jerusalem because of its association with the detestable god 
Molech and the abominable practice of burning children alive as a sacrifice 
to Molech.  

Gehenna is translated as hell. This little valley was where everything 
detestable was thrown, whether garbage or unwanted corpses. Whatever 
was tossed into this valley was burned. A perpetual stench arose from the 
valley. Hell is worse than this place. But, the Deceiver is not its ruler. 

Hell is the place of eternal punishment. Hell is separation from God. 
It was made for the Deceiver and the fallen angels. “Then he will say to those 
on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels’” (Matthew 25:41). But, it is also an eternal place where 
those who rebel against God and die in their sins are consigned.  

“I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that 
have nothing more that they can do. But I will warn you whom to fear: fear 
him who, after he has killed, has authority to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, 
fear him!” (Luke 12:4-5). 

 
  



 7 

The Deceiver, Part Two 

Blessed is the man 
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of scoffers. (Psalm 1:1) 

In Genesis 3 we see the Deceiver, in the guise of a serpent, speaking to 
the first woman about a boundary God had placed upon the first man, 
Adam and Eve. God had placed a single restriction upon Adam by telling 
him to not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. “And the 
LORD God commanded the man, saying, ‘You may surely eat of every tree of 
the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, 
for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die’” (Genesis 2:16-17). God 
then created a woman, Eve, out of the man. It was the woman who was 
tempted to rebel against God and then the man who actually rebelled. 
However, it is the Deceiver who inserted the catalyst into the minds of the 
Adam and Eve to rebel against God. 

While reasoning with the Eve, The Deceiver lied, suggesting the fruit 
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil had some superstitious, magical 
quality which would make her as wise and knowledgeable as God. She 
looked at the fruit and saw it was “good for food,” appealing to her fleshly 
need for nourishment, that it was a “delight to the eyes,” appealing to her 
worldly perception, and that it was “desired to make one wise,” a complete 
lie of the Deceiver, also known as the devil (Genesis 3:6).  

All of the trees of the garden were beautiful and good for food. She 
had permission to eat from any other tree, but the Deceiver focused her 
attention upon this one tree because of its forbidden status. She believed 
Its words that God was deliberately withholding something from her that 
was good and desirable. One the other hand, the man did what she 
suggested. Both ate but it was the eating of the man which brought 
spiritual separation from God to all, not the eating of the woman. 

From this account, we discover the first physical act of rebellion 
against God from those who are created in His image for intimate 
relationship with Him. However, the temptations of the Deceiver suggest 
It, also created by God but without the image of God, had already actively 
and purposefully rebelled against Its Creator. We can only assume answers 
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to the question of why God allowed this creature to rebel against Him and 
then allowed It to tempt the first people. We can know the Deceiver hates 
God and will do everything in Its power to undo, corrupt and destroy that 
which God has done. It is at war with God and stands diametrically 
opposed to all that is God. 

So, in Psalm 1 we see a righteous Man and those who follow Him, and 
a Deceiver and those who follow It. Those who follow the righteous Man 
are identified with Him. He is Jesus Christ, the second Adam. Jesus Christ 
actively draws people to Himself. His death and resurrection freely gives 
those who follow Him right standing before God even though none except 
Jesus can do anything righteous. Those who belong to Him will live with 
Him for eternity.  

On the other hand, the Deceiver has many who identify with It, even 
though It cares nothing for them and wants them crushed. The Deceiver 
is a malevolent leader whose entire motivation and intent is to destroy 
anything and everything which shows God’s will, justice, righteousness, 
holiness, truth and goodness. Those who follow It are led to annihilation 
and will exist outside of God’s life-giving presence, for eternity. 
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Jesus Christ 

Blessed is the man (Psalm 1:1) 

Blessed means happy. The Hebrew word conveys a mental, emotional 
and physically content state, where all things work together without 
conflict. Life is good. There is especially no conflict between the person 
and God, for the relationship is one of righteousness, not rebellion. While 
happiness may be viewed as distinctly emotional, this Man’s happiness 
reveals the Man’s true identity. The Man’s essential self is happiness. It is 
who He is. Only Jesus Christ fit this description. No one else qualifies 
because no one else is sinless. 

Man means a person, or a specific individual, such as a servant or a 
great and mighty man. Happiness comes to the person whose life is 
characterized by a right relationship with God, not from worldly 
possessions, fame, temporary relationships or any kind of momentary 
accomplishment. 

Jesus Christ is the Word of God (see John 1:1, 14) and the Author of 
all Scripture (see 2 Timothy 3:16) through the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit. In the Psalms, God speaks to the world through His Son.  

From the moment Adam sinned, God had already decreed and 
planned to send His Son to ransom fallen Man and crush the head of the 
Deceiver. “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his 
heel” (Genesis 3:15). He sent His Son into the world as Man the way Man 
was originally intended. Jesus Christ “was in the form of God, did not count 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the 
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross” (Philippians 2:6-8). Jesus’ life in this world was meant to 
glorify God and He alone fulfilled that purpose. 

At the beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry, He was baptized by His 
cousin, John the Baptizer, who was chosen as the forerunner for Messiah 
by God. As Jesus was baptized, God spoke verbally to Him and to the 
people who witnessed His baptism. 
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And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and 
behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from 
heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 
(Matthew 3:16-17,) 

In the Psalms, beginning with Psalm 1, we see the deepest thinking of 
the heart of God about His Son, and about those who belong to God 
because of the work of Christ. 
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Against Wickedness 

Blessed is the man who … 
walks not in the counsel of the wicked, (Psalm 1:1) 

 

There are three parallel thoughts which follow this declaration of 
happiness and support the contention that the person spoken of has a 
righteous standing before God. Only Jesus Christ is perfectly righteous 
before God and only He fits the description which follows. These are actions 
the Man avoids because of His righteous relationship with God. 

First, the person who is righteous before God is not wicked and does 
not think like a wicked person. Wicked means ungodly, and describes those 
who have decided to mutiny against God. They are guilty, and proud of 
their guilt, of their campaign against God. Counsel means purpose and 
advice. These ungodly people not only have thought through their 
rebellion but instruct others to defy God, justifying rebellion against God 
to those willing to listen. 

This man does not walk with, come to or associate with anyone whose 
counsel or purpose for living is to increase their wickedness, criminal 
activity, or moral evil. He is godly and never follows the counsel of those 
who are ungodly. He does confront them of their godlessness with His 
godliness. 

When people walk in the counsel of someone, some teaching or 
worldview, it is because they think they can determine the direction and 
purpose of their lives. Someone who walks with God follows Him, being 
directed by how He has created them, seeking to strengthen the 
relationship for which they were created. Those who walk in the way of 
the world follow the countless directions of the world, their own flesh and 
the devil. 

As Jesus faced His crucifixion, He was judged by those in the world 
according to the standards of the world. There were three juries before 
whom He stood. First, were those who accused Him of blasphemy, the 
religious leaders of the nation of Israel. If there were any in the world who 
actively taught people to rebel against God it was those who were tasked 
to teach the truths of God.  

From the time Jesus appeared on the scene, teaching repentance and 
the advent of the kingdom of heaven, the religious leaders of Israel opposed 
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Him. They believed His teaching usurped their traditional power and 
authoritative place. Finally, even after witnessing Jesus’ words and deeds, 
they decided and conspired to murder Him. He, who had done nothing 
wrong and taught the truths of God, was eventually murdered by the 
religious leaders using the Romans as their tool of execution. 

Now the chief priests and the whole council were seeking false testimony 
against Jesus that they might put him to death, but they found none, though 
many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward and said, “This 
man said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three 
days.’” 

And the high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer to make? 
What is it that these men testify against you?” But Jesus remained silent. And 
the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are 
the Christ, the Son of God.” 

Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will 
see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the 
clouds of heaven.” 

Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. 
What further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy. 
What is your judgment?”  

They answered, “He deserves death.” Then they spit in his face and struck 
him. And some slapped him, saying, “Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is it 
that struck you?” (Matthew 26:59-68) 

Israel’s religious leaders were looking for any excuse to have Jesus 
murdered by the Romans. Any excuse would do. Every charge brought 
against Jesus was a lie because those who are ungodly refuse to see and 
acknowledge truth. It was the religious leaders of Israel who sanctioned 
wicked counsel against God.  

Jesus stood alone against these wicked religious leaders. 
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Sinless One 

Blessed is the man … 
nor stands in the way of sinners, (Psalm 1:1) 

Secondly, the person who is righteous before God is not a sinner. He 
is sinless. Sinners are those with the predisposition and internal bent to 
rebel. Their whole being is built to fight against God. They can do nothing 
but defy God. They are on a road leading them away from God. To stand 
in the way of the sinner is to be on the road which leads away from God.  

Nor does this blessed Man stand with the attitude of, or being the 
servant of, those who move purposefully away from God. The way is that 
which defines them, not just their lifestyle, whose journey and manner of 
living is as a sinner. To stand is to steadfastly take an unmovable position 
where, no matter the assault, the person will not budge. They are intractable. 
Whatever it is that sinners do, the blessed man does the opposite. 

When Jesus was tried by the world, the second of the three juries was 
the Roman Governor, Pontius Pilate. He was a leader of convenience, 
caring nothing for anyone but himself. Pilate is mentioned only a few times 
in the Gospels and then mostly during the trial of Jesus. Luke tells us Pilate 
was the Governor of Judea (see Luke 3:1). Jesus was told Pilate slaughtered 
a group of Galileans and mingled their blood with a sacrifice. However,  
Jesus did not focus on the outrageous acts of the Governor or the Romans 
but on the reality of sin and the need for repentance. 

There were some present at that very time who told him about the Galileans 
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. And he answered 
them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the 
other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? No, I tell you; but unless 
you repent, you will all likewise perish.” (Luke 13:1-3) 

All four Gospels record the interaction between Pilate and Jesus. 
Perhaps the most revealing exchange is when Pilate asked Jesus a sarcastic 
and disingenuous question. Jesus told the Governor those who love and 
embrace truth would follow Him. Pilate contemptuously asked “what is 
truth?” (John 18:38). Jesus did not answer him, nor does Scripture suggest 
Pilate waited for an answer. He cared nothing for truth, deciding to do 
what he wanted without being encumbered by moral obligation. 
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Pilate declared Jesus innocent yet, at the insistence of the Jewish 
leaders, had Him scourged and crucified. Turning Jesus over to the Roman 
guard, who equally cared nothing of a man’s guilt or innocence, Jesus was 
cruelly mocked before they tortured Him to death. 

So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot 
was beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, 
“I am innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves.”  

And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 
Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered 
him to be crucified. 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's 
headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion before him. And they 
stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and twisting together a crown 
of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And 
kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And 
they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. And when 
they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes 
on him and led him away to crucify him. (Matthew 27:24-31) 

Pontius Pilate shows the depths of the hold of sin on human nature. 
Pilate stood in judgment against the Son of God, found Him innocent and 
then put Him to death. Pilate obstinately stood on his sin, on the path 
moving away from God, even when confronted with absolute truth and 
the Son of God in the flesh. 
  



 15 

Before Herod 

Blessed is the man… 
nor sits in the seat of scoffers; (Psalm 1:1) 

Finally, the person who is righteous before God does not scoff nor is 
He trained by, or accepts the teaching of those who do scoff. 

A scoffer is someone who heaps scorn, mocks or view another person 
with disdain. Those who sit in the seat of the scoffer actively teach others 
to disregard and rebel against God. To sit in the seat suggests the person 
teaches or trains others. In the ancient world, including Israel, teachers sat 
while their students stood before them. Everyone who lives is a teacher, 
having been trained by family and friends and society to live and think and 
feel in the ways of the group. Yet, the person who sits in the seat of the 
scoffer has greater influence over those who gather around them. Think of 
sitting in a classroom where one learns the ways of the scornful, and is 
given the tools of the trade. 

Herod, perhaps the most worldly and wicked, was the third jurist. 
None of the Herod’s were Jewish, yet they ruled over the Jewish nation.  

Herod Antipas was the son of Herod the Great, who sought to murder 
Jesus when a baby, murdering all the children in the vicinity of Bethlehem 
two years of age and under just to make sure. Herod Antipas, after a feast 
where his wife’s daughter danced, agreed to have John the Baptizer 
beheaded. Previously, John had confronted him about his adultery so he 
had John arrested and thrown in prison.  

He was s superstitious man, thinking Jesus was John raised from the 
dead (Matthew 14:1-11). Jesus was warned once that Herod wanted to kill 
Him (Luke 13:31). Jesus warned His disciples about the teaching of 
Herod. “Now they had forgotten to bring bread, and they had only one loaf 
with them in the boat. And he cautioned them, saying, ‘Watch out; beware of 
the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod’” (Mark 8:14-15).   

Herod had followers called Herodian’s, who were not religious but 
held to the political worldview of Herod, which appears to encompass 
sensuality and corrupt living. Herod’s life was a mockery of everything 
godly. 

Jesus stood moot before Herod, refusing to speak to the man. Herod 
wanted Him to perform, to entertain him and those with him. Herod had 
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murdered Jesus’ cousin, the forerunner of the Christ. Jesus’ refusal to 
answer suggest His utter disdain for the man and what he represented. 
Herod’s life was one of scoffing and mockery, so his reaction to Jesus, who 
would not perform on command and who treated him with disrespect, was 
to mock and treat with contempt. 

When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And 
when he learned that he belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him over 
to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time.  

When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long desired to see him, 
because he had heard about him, and he was hoping to see some sign done by 
him. So he questioned him at some length, but he made no answer. The chief 
priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. And Herod with his 
soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him. Then, arraying him in 
splendid clothing, he sent him back to Pilate. (Luke 23:6-11) 

Herod, a worldly leader, mocked and scoffed at Jesus because he could 
not control Him. 

What does the godly man not do? He does not walk in his whole being 
with those whose every word and action contradicts God. He does not 
stand as a student before a teacher learning how to violate God’s will. Nor 
does he sit as equals with those, taking part in their blasphemous thinking 
and comments. Everything the godly man does is diametrically opposed to 
everything done by the wicked, sinful scoffer. 
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The Torah 

but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
and on his law he meditates day and night. (Psalm 1:2) 

God has declared one Man righteous because only that one Man has 
not rebelled against Him. That one Man is Jesus Christ. He is not wicked 
and ungodly, He does not sin because His essential nature is righteousness, 
and He does not scoff at God with His words and actions. God now tells 
us what this one godly Man does which sets Him apart from all others. 

Jesus Christ, the godly Man, delights and meditates day and night on 
the law of God. This delight and meditation gives the godly man the tools 
needed to fight and combat against the guerrilla tactics of the enemies of 
God. God’s enemies are His enemies. 

The Psalmist uses another set of parallel statements to describe the 
motivation of the blessed man. He unceasingly delights and meditates on 
the law of God. Delight means longing and pleasure. Meditate means to 
speak or groan in musing, devising or plotting a circumstance. The blessed 
man finds pleasure in contemplating and considering the law of God. 

Law is the word torah and includes the entire writing of God’s 
Scripture, especially the Hebrew Scripture. Torah is the teachings of God 
for Man. Torah is derived from the word yara which means to throw or 
cast, as in shooting an arrow, a teaching which hits the mark. So, the torah, 
the law, is the perfect instruction of God given to lead men to 
righteousness. We learn the truth about God through the writings of God, 
which makes the contemplation of Scripture of vital importance in 
intimately knowing Him. 

Man’s sin nature precludes any from accomplishing a complete and 
thorough understanding of Scripture. This does not mean those who are 
called by God should cease their efforts to delight in and meditate upon 
Scripture but should redouble their efforts in their struggle against sin. 
God gives Scripture so we might know Him and His Son and the work of 
the Holy Spirit.  

God, speaking through Moses, commands the people He brought to 
the Promised Land to love Him. He then tells them how to love Him. 
People are created by God for relationship with Him. To do anything less 
than to love God is to live a truncated and ineffective life. 
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Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the 
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your might. And these words that I command you today shall be on your 
heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them 
when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you 
lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, 
and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates. (Deuteronomy 6:4-9) 

Jesus, the only One who has perfectly fulfilled the eternal intent of 
God for Man, uses His knowledge of Scripture to counter the wicked 
intent of the Deceiver to tempt Him to sin. Even the Deceiver knows the 
Scripture and uses it to further Its deception. But to know God intimately, 
and the Scripture He has given, is the only means available to counter 
temptation. Jesus uses truth to counter and defeat the lie. 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by 
the devil. And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. And 
the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command 
these stones to become loaves of bread.” 

But he answered, “It is written, “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” (see Deuteronomy 8:3) 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the 
temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for 
it is written, “‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and “‘On their 
hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” (see 
Psalm 91:11-12) 

Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your 
God to the test.’” (see Deuteronomy 6:16) 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to him, “All these I will 
give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 

Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall 
worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’” (see 
Deuteronomy 6:13) 

Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to 
him. (Matthew 4:1-11) 
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Jesus knew the Scripture because He is the Author of all Scripture. 
God created all. God sustains all by an act of His will. God governs all, 
determining the scope and direction of His creation without fault. To 
question His will is an act of rebellion. God gives purpose to all, 
demanding from His creation as a natural function of its existence, 
obedience to Him and His will.  
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Tree of Life 

He is like a tree planted by streams of water 
that yields its fruit in its season, 

and its leaf does not wither. 
In all that he does, he prospers. (Psalm 1:3) 

The Psalmist continues to describe the blessed Man who does not 
follow the ungodly into their sin but actively seeks to intimately know God 
through Scripture. We are given an illustration, a metaphor, of who Jesus 
Christ is in this world and throughout eternity. He is like a tree planted in 
the one place where that tree will always bear fruit and will always be 
healthy. The tree is planted next to streams of water for abundant 
nourishment. It is hard to not think of the trees planted next to the 
nourishing river coming from the Garden of Eden. 

Scripture begins and ends describing the tree of life (see Genesis 2:9) 
planted in the Garden of Eden. Before the fall, Adam was given permission 
to eat from the tree of life. After the fall, Adam and all men are excluded 
from the Garden so they could not eat from the tree of life and live for 
eternity in their fallen state. “Then the LORD God said, ‘Behold, the man 
has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his 
hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever—’” (Genesis 
3:22). People were created in the image of God for relationship with Him. 
When sin corrupted that relationship God’s justice required they be 
excluded from His presence. Yet, God provided a means for people to be 
righteous before Him through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
God the Son and who is also the perfect Man. 

Scripture ends with the tree of life. “Then the angel showed me the river 
of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the 
Lamb through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the 
river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. 
The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations” (Revelation 22:1-2). 
From this tree those who dwell in eternity may eat and be healed. 

We have already seen, in Jesus’ response to the temptation of the 
Deceiver, that “‘man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
comes from the mouth of God’” (Deuteronomy 8:3). Jesus then tells us that 
“unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no 
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life in you. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and 
I will raise him up on the last day” (John 6:53-54; see John 6:55-58). Jesus 
Christ is the source of life for those who belong to God. This suggests that 
Jesus was present in the Garden of Eden as the tree of life. People are now 
commanded to accept Jesus and in doing so will receive life. 

One sin excluded Man from the presence of God. That sin was 
committed by one man, Adam, when he ate the forbidden fruit from the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Because of his action all men are 
condemned. “Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and 
death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned” (Romans 
5:12; see Romans 5:12-21). So, because of the sacrifice of one Man, Jesus 
Christ, redemption is offered to all men.  

Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was 
not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to 
come. But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one 
man's trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the 
grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many (Romans 5:14-15).  

Adam was a type of Christ. Now, the command is to eat from the tree 
of life, which is also a type of Christ. One act of disobedience excludes those 
who disobey from the presence of God. That act of rebellion is to not obey 
God’s command to eat His flesh and drink His blood. God’s command to 
all is to eat from the tree of life, which is the body and blood of Christ, and 
live spiritually with Him in eternity. 
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Eternal Success 

In all that he does, he prospers. (Psalm 1:3) 

Who is He? He is the man blessed by God, Jesus Christ. Every 
motivation, act and word He does or utters brings eternal success because 
His strength and fruitfulness comes from abiding in God’s will. Prosper 
means to advance and make progress. He is successful, not as the world 
suggests success, which comes from sin and ungodliness. But, as God 
defines success, which is found in His person and will. 

In my opinion, there are three elements to the formula for defining 
success, either in the world or in eternity. First, does the thing done have 
substance? Can it be counted? “Zero” is nothing. “One” is something. 
Secondly, does the thing with substance have a quality? Is the quality good 
or bad, shoddy or exceptional? Everything has a quality. But, substance 
and quality does not make successful. Finally, how long does the quality 
thing last? Does it last for time or for eternity? Only that which exists for 
eternity qualifies as successful. 

In our world, only the Word of God, that is Jesus Christ, and people 
will continue to exist for eternity. Jesus is eternal. People, created in the 
image of God, have a beginning but are not created to cease to exist. Being 
separated from God does not mean the person will cease to exist but will 
be separated from that which sustains existence. Substance existing without 
sustenance is supreme failure.  

Jesus did many things for people. While John the Baptizer was in 
prison, before he was murdered by Herod, He sent his disciples to ask if 
Jesus was Messiah.  

And Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind 
receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, 
and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 
And blessed is the one who is not offended by me’” (Matthew 11:4-6).  

Facing the High Priest before His crucifixion, Jesus spoke again about 
His words and actions.  Nothing He did or said was done in private. 
Everything He did and said was open to scrutiny and verification by those 
who heard and saw Him, including of the religious leaders who were 
condemning Him. 



 23 

“I have spoken openly to the world. I have always taught in synagogues 
and in the temple, where all Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. 
Why do you ask me? Ask those who have heard me what I said to them; they 
know what I said.”  

When he had said these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus 
with his hand, saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?”  

Jesus answered him, “If what I said is wrong, bear witness about the wrong; 
but if what I said is right, why do you strike me?” (John 18:20-23). 

They crucified Jesus, using the weapon of the Romans to brutally 
murder Him. Then He rose from the dead, resurrected to never again face 
death. He fulfilled all He was given to do by God for the redemption of 
people from God’s wrath. Everything Jesus did was eternally successful and 
advanced the will of God. “We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, 
will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. For the death he 
died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God” (Romans 
6:9-10). 

Everything Jesus did, from creating the world and it contains, to the 
people He made in the image of God, is eternally successful. We may also 
say that all He did glorified God. Man was created to serve God. Jesus 
came as fully man the way man was originally intended, with those eternal 
qualities which make a servant a servant. He who is fully God “emptied 
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men” 
(Philippians 2:7). Everything Jesus does prospers eternally. 
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Judgment 

The wicked are not so, 
but are like chaff that the wind drives away. (Psalm 1:4) 

God is still speaking in the first person but those about whom He is 
speaking has changed from one blessed Man to everyone who rebel against 
Him. Some people, declared righteous by God, continue to exhibit 
rebellious characteristics. Others, steeped in rebellion, continue to hate God 
and do all in their power and strength to fight against Him. Those who obey 
God are covered by the blood of Christ, having obeyed the command to eat 
from the living tree of life. Those who disobey God deliberately rebel against 
His specific command to eat from the tree of life. 

Beginning with Adam and Eve, all people fight God. Man’s rebellion 
grew with our first parents first children. Cain killed His brother Abel 
because God accepted the sacrifice of Abel. 

And the LORD had regard for Abel and his offering, but for Cain and his 
offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. The 
LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? If 
you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is 
crouching at the door. Its desire is contrary to you, but you must rule over it” 
(Genesis 4:4-7). 

God spoke to Cain. “Sin is crouching at the door.” His conversation 
with Cain was personal and intimate. His words were not just a warning 
but counsel on how to overcome and control the motivation to 
ungodliness which plagues everyone. Desire means to long for or crave. The 
word contrary is assumed in the translation. Literally, “it’s desire toward 
you” is how the words should read. This makes no sense to us unless we 
grasp the meaning of the word desire. Sin obsesses over total control, almost 
as if sin has a personality. Sin must have everything contrary to God. Sin’s 
desire is so absolute Cain would have killed God if he could have. Instead, 
he killed his brother, a man created in the image of God. In this passage 
we shown the image of God in Cain is still strong and able to control his 
rebellious desires. 

Cain’s countenance at God’s rejection reveals the wickedness in his 
heart. He did not want to control sin but to release himself to the control 
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of sin. Cain lost himself in wickedness and ungodliness. From Cain to 
Noah the wickedness of men grew to the place where everyone, except 
Noah (and then even he rebelled against God in many ways), actively hated 
their Creator. 

The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 
every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the 
LORD regretted that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to 
his heart. So the LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from 
the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the 
heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them.” (Genesis 6:5-7) 

God, the Creator of all, has the authority to bring His creation to a 
space-time end. He controls creation, sustaining creation by His will. He 
made creation for Himself, giving man His image so people might 
intimately know Him. When people consciously decide to not know Him 
it is His prerogative to bring their lives to an end. This does not mean they 
cease to exist but their physical lives cease, and with the cessation of their 
lives comes the end to their active rebellion. 

God uses a metaphor in Psalm 1 for the lives of the wicked. Their lives 
and accomplishments are chaff, which is the dried husks of grain. Inside 
the husk is the seed, which is edible. People remove the husk from the grain 
in a process called winnowing. They toss the grain and husk into the air. 
Lighter in weight, the wind blows the husks away while the heavier grain 
falls back to the ground. Thus, the grain is separated from the husk so that 
what is left is usable. The works of the wicked have no value because of 
their identity with sin, and are separated for eternity from those whose 
works do have value because of their identity with Christ. 

Speaking about Jesus, John the Baptizer uses almost the same 
metaphor. “His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 
floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” (Matthew 3:12) 
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Separation 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; (Psalm 1:6) 

God gives another parallel statement about the ultimate end of those, 
beginning with the Deceiver, who rebel against Him and do that which is 
unrighteous. Stand is a different word than used in the first verse and 
means to fix oneself, to endure, to validate and prove. Judgment is to stand 
before a court, to declare your case and receive the judgment and sentence. 
Congregation is a gathering and righteous means right, correct, justified.  

Those who are wicked will not prevail as they present their case before 
God. Those who are sinners are not included in the community of those 
who are righteous before God. Since the basis for righteousness is identity 
with God the Son, Jesus Christ, nothing done by the righteous qualify them 
for inclusion in the community of believers standing before God. 

And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books 
were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And 
the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what 
they had done. … And if anyone's name was not found written in the book 
of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:12, 15) 

God separates those who are righteous in Jesus Christ from those who 
disobey His command to follow Christ and continue in their rebellion and 
sin. Scripture is filled with separation. From the beginning of Genesis to 
the end of the Apocalypse, God continually separates from Himself those 
who rebel against Him. Yet, there is even more to separation, which seems 
like a normal function of the created universe. 

In the beginning God separated light from darkness. He separated day 
from night. He separated waters from waters and the expanse above from 
the waters below. He separated one species from another, plants and trees 
and herbs, each with seed according to its kind. He separated animal from 
animal, fish and birds and the beasts of the field and the livestock. He 
separated seasons from seasons. He separated Man from the rest of 
creation, giving Man dominion over the earth. 

He made a garden and placed Man in the garden and told him to not 
eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil lest he be separated from 
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both physical and spiritual life. When man rebelled, God separated Adam 
and Eve from Himself, from the garden and from each other. He separated 
Cain from his family when he murdered his brother. He separated Noah 
from the rest of humanity, whom He then put to death in a flood. 

He separated out Abraham, then Isaac then Jacob. He separated out 
Moses and Joshua. He separated Israel from the rest of the people of the 
earth, not because Israel was special but because through the people of 
Israel would come His Son. He separated out David from his brothers, 
Solomon and the line of Judah. He separated the northern kingdom from 
the southern kingdom, then He separated the northern kingdom from 
Israel forever. 

He separated out His Son, the disciples, the Church from the world. 
Scripture is filled with separations. It is no wonder Psalms begins with 

a hard separation between the righteous and the wicked. 
Separation is a spiritual and eternal principle, woven into the spiritual 

laws of eternity and natural laws of the physical universe. 
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Righteous 

for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked will perish. (Psalm 1:6) 

Righteousness is shown by thought, motive and action. Those who are 
righteous will think in a righteous way. They will do righteous acts. Their 
motivation for righteousness will come from their love for God because of 
His love for them. Created in His image, righteousness is a natural, integral 
element of the essence of people. However, sin corrupted the vessel making 
it impossible for people created by God to think and act in a righteous way. 
It is the thinking of the heart which is known through the actions of the 
will which shows to whom the individual gives allegiance.  

Conversely, those who are wicked are betrayed by their actions. Their 
motives are known by their actions, or in some instances, their inaction. 
Sin is not just an action. Sin is also notorious for the willful decision to not 
confront or restrain evil. Even the corrupted person has the uncorrupted 
image of God and knows when a motive, thought and action is 
unrighteous. Wickedness is the willful giving oneself permission to think 
and act in an ungodly way, justifiably condemned by God. 

Jesus, just before His passion, spoke about the final judgment of God. 
In Matthew 24 and 25 He gives a chilling description of what will happen 
before and during this final judgment. God, the Son of Man, will finally 
separate those who are His from those who are not His. He “knows the way 
of the righteous” and will bring them into His presence. He knows “the way 
of the wicked” brings His righteous judgment as He drives them from His 
presence. 

When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then 
he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, 
and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats. And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the 
left. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed 
by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world. (Matthew 25:31-32) 

Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. (Matthew 25:41) 
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And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life. (Matthew 25:46) 

God’s righteous judgment is based upon the thinking of the hearts of 
all people measured against His divine moral law. Read the entire Matthew 
24-25 passage. You will see throughout God separating one from another, 
those who love Him from those who hate Him. Those who love God, 
doing that which is driven by the righteous thinking of their hearts, will be 
persecuted by those who are driven by ungodliness and sin. Wickedness 
will grow and try to overwhelm and destroy righteousness. But, Christ will 
return to gather to Himself those who are His and to banish from His 
presence those who war against Him by attacking the righteous. 

Jesus illustrates His teaching through the parables which follow. All of 
the parables speaks about the deepest motivations of the thinking of the 
hearts of each person. The parable of the ten virgins show those who 
consciously pursue their relationship with Him versus those who lazily 
believe they have to do nothing. The parable of the talents illustrates those 
actively serving God through abandoned devotion to Him are blessed. 
Those who refuse to serve Him with what He has given lose that which 
was initially given and their lives. Jesus illustrates this in other places 
describing salt losing its saltiness. “Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, 
how shall its saltiness be restored? It is of no use either for the soil or for the 
manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears to hear, let him hear” (Luke 
14:34-35). God judges the thinking of the heart based upon the evidence 
of the life. 

We are engulfed in a war where those who hate God actively and 
purposefully choose to rage against Him. Since they cannot touch God 
they actively and purposefully rage against those who are His. Read 
carefully the passage in Matthew 5:31-46 and you will see God identifying 
with people, just as He did trough the physical life of His Son. God’s 
righteous judgement is against those who refuse to act in a righteous way 
but instead embrace the world and its refusal to pursue righteousness in 
every way. 

 
 


