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Christ, the Foundation 

Introduction 
Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 
come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and 
earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is 
accomplished. Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments 
and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, 
but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. 5:17-20) 

Christ’s Church, the body of Christ, is not autonomous from Jesus. 
He is the Head of the body (see Eph. 1:22-23). He is the King of His 
kingdom (see Matt. 25:31-34). As the Author of Scripture (see John 1:1, 
14) He is the Authority behind the law and teachings of Scripture. We 
must be careful to understand and implement the words of God given in 
the Scripture. We do not get to do anything we want. 

We like to do. People like constant activity. Yet, constant activity is a 
characteristic of the fallen nature. God has commanded we rest (see Heb. 
4:1-11) so we might know Him intimately. Doing distracts us from our 
spiritually fallen condition. We cannot know Him if we are constantly 
distracted by our doing. The western Church has activities and programs 
for everyone, every age, every disposition, every need and want. Then, we 
legitimize the activity by throwing in a little Bible study or a few verses 
and a devotional. Everyone is satisfied with the spiritual progress and we 
proclaim God is smiling on us and what we do. “It’s a God thing.”  

We cannot read Jesus’ words in the Sermon on the Mount and 
honestly believe “doing” is enough. Jesus expects us to be a citizen of 
His kingdom, from the eternal core of who we are to the last ounce of 
concentrated, responsible effort. 

Jesus demands those who are His act according to His expectations, 
while deliberately examining the motivation behind their actions. In 
Matthew chapter 5, He spends the first 16 verses giving His expectations, 
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showing us what it means to be a citizen of His kingdom. He tells us how 
the world, which hates Him, will react to those who are His as they are 
changed into His likeness and image. His likeness is characterized by 
righteousness and truth and more, and He places us throughout the world 
as evidence of His person, His authority, His character and His grace. 

In these four verses (Matt. 5:17-20) we see the foundational principles 
for what He has just stated and what He will state. Living for God is not 
meticulously following His written laws and demanding others do the 
same. God gave the Law, the precepts found in the books written by 
Moses, for a specific reason. God’s reason is not to give those who are His 
the ability to justify themselves before Him by keeping the Law. They can 
never justify themselves. Only one sin is needed to bring God’s wrath and 
label any person a criminal, one who violates the Law of God. 

Paul’s argument in Romans 7 is simple. God’s Law identified 
covetousness as sin while revealing and exposing every covetous desire. 
God’s statement “you shall not covet” (Exod. 20:17) is not a command to do 
something any are capable of doing, but a statement revealing man’s utter 
inability and depravity. Still, Paul’s argument does not discount the Law as 
a teacher.    

Ultimately, those hidden in Christ, covered by His blood in death, 
are released from the sentence of death demanded by the Giver of the 
Law because of His resurrection. 

Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the Law through the body of Christ, 
so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in 
order that we may bear fruit for God. For while we were living in the flesh, our 
sinful passions, aroused by the Law, were at work in our members to bear fruit 
for death. But now we are released from the Law, having died to that which held 
us captive, so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of 
the written code. (Rom. 7:4-6) 

Paul continued coveting. Christ continues saving. From the time 
Paul was redeemed God began changing him, building into him the 
characteristics he would carry for eternity. These characteristics conform 
to God’s character upon which the Mosaic Law is based. 

A lawyer, trained in the Law, asked Jesus a question to trap Him, to 
see if He would contradict both Himself and the Law.“Teacher, which is the 
great commandment in the Law?” (Matt. 22:36). Jesus, who is the Author of 
the Law, quoted from Deuteronomy 6:5 and then Leviticus 19:18, verses 
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from the depths of the Law. “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself” (Matt. 22:37-39). These two statements are not hidden from 
anyone who knows the Law. In Luke 10:29 the lawyer tried to qualify his 
question.“And who is my neighbor?” the lawyer asked. What do you think 
his intent was in asking this question?  Jesus then told the parable of the 
good Samaritan. 

Why did God give the Law? Why did He reveal it to Israel and make 
it such an integral part of their culture? Why is the Law included in the 
canon of Scripture? God revealed the Law so those He loves would be 
driven to Him and seek His grace. Grace does not trump Law, doing 
away with it, or gutting its righteous requirements. Grace reveals the full 
extent God is willing to go to bring those He loves into His presence. It 
would seem the measure of our spiritual maturity is seen in the depth of 
love we have for both God and our neighbor. Jesus’ answer to the 
lawyers question and the illustration of the good Samaritan are reinforced 
by His declaration, “on these two commandments depend all the Law and the 
Prophets” (Matt. 22:40). 

The Hebrew Scripture 
Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 
come to abolish them but to fulfill them. (Matt. 5:17) 

Why do we think and believe Christ has done away with the Law, 
making it of no consequence? God reveals Himself in Scripture. This 
includes the Hebrew Scripture we call the Old Testament. All of the 
Hebrew Scripture. 

In the beginning God spoke and creation came into existence. He is 
the only driving force of all creation. John tells us Jesus is the Word and 
that all was created by Him. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things 
were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made” 
(John 1:1-3). This is a clear statement that Jesus is divine. He is God. 

He created Man in His image (See Gen. 1:27) so all people might 
have an intimate relationship with Him. When Adam and Eve sinned, 
rebelling against Him, God spoke to them about the consequences of 
their actions (see Gen. 3:17-19). Yet, God determined to provide a 
Redeemer to crush the head of sin and bring those separated back into 
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a right relationship. Jesus fulfilled this promise through His birth, 
death, resurrection and ascension. 

After the fall God separated them from Himself but did not abandon 
Adam and Eve. First, Adam and Eve were separated from God, then their 
home. Cain murdered Abel separating him from life while Cain was 
separated from his family. God began separating people from people. 
Ultimately, God shows some are separated from Him while others are not. 

God showed He predetermined the lineage of His Son by separating 
out from the world the lineage of those who are known as the “chosen.”  

For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has 
chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who 
are on the face of the earth. It was not because you were more in number than any 
other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the 
fewest of all peoples, but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the 
oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a 
mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt. (Deut. 7:6-8) 

He did this, not because one person was more righteous than the 
other but to declare and determine the human lineage of His Son. Jesus 
had the appearance of man but the morphe of a servant and the morphe of 
God. “Though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to 
be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men” (Phil. 2:6-7). This Jesus, born of a woman, is the same as 
He who created all, the eternal Word. 

Beginning with Moses Jesus, God the Creator, gave written 
revelation of Himself and His expectations. Jesus inspired the authors of 
Scripture to write, in their own style and with their own words, exactly 
what He wanted said. In their words God revealed that which we could 
not know about Him any other way. 

God gave Moses ten statements, called the ten commandments, 
before He gave the rest of the Law and before the Histories and 
Prophets were written. In the Histories, part of the Hebrew Scripture, we 
see the continual rebellion of the “chosen” people of God (see Deut. 
14:2 and Ezek. 16) while the Prophets continually speak the truth about 
Israel’s rebellion and the rebellion of the world, demanding all 
acknowledge sin and obey God.  

God created man for intimacy (see Heb. 8:11) and also commands 



	258	

obedience. God’s words do not give anyone a disciplined means of 
accomplishing His will but show the complete inability of all to do so in 
their own strength of will. If no one can do God’s will on their own then 
someone has to do God’s will for them. This doesn’t keep any from 
trying to do God’s will in their own strength. As an example, Israel’s 
Jewish leaders codified the Law, breaking it into various parts, and then 
interpreted the Law through thousands of rules and regulations. People 
followed these traditions because they were told keeping them was 
keeping the Law of God. Their traditions became more important than 
the actual Scripture. Jesus did not come to fulfill the regulations of men 
but the eternal will of God. 

Jesus does not do away with any of the inspired words of God. He is 
the inspiration for them. What He does, by living as a man with the 
morphe of a servant, is to fulfill those inspired words. He uses a word 
which means to fill, as in to level up something which is hollow, to satisfy 
or execute perfectly, to accomplish. His words imply God revealed to His 
creation the reality of their need for Him because of their sin. Sin breaks 
and bends and makes unusable. It destroys any and all ability of the 
person to live up to the purpose for which they were made. Christ, in 
living as a man, perfectly lived the purpose for which man was created. 
He could do nothing less. 

Yet, the Law does more than simply set the standard against which 
all are measured. It does more than point out the negative, the inability, 
the need for. It reveals the character and personality of God. We would 
not know God had He not shown Himself in the written Word. We 
could examine the circumstantial evidence and see the possibility of 
certain characteristics of God but would, because of sin, corrupt and 
manipulate those characteristics, making them say that which is not true. 

One of the essential characteristics of God is truth. One of the driving 
forces of those who want to know God intimately is the desire to know 
truth. Are we driven to know truth? Are we driven to know Christ? They are 
the same. 

Author and Creator 
Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 
come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and 
earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is 
accomplished. (Matt. 5:17-18) 



	 259	

Jesus is the Word of God. He is not only the Author and Creator of 
all but the Author of, and inspiration for, Scripture. We are going to 
concentrate on two significant conclusions based upon this truth. First, 
when Jesus was incarnate, He entered into His creation. God transcends 
creation, eternally outside of the closed system we call the universe. 
While the laws of the universe are in place, He, the Lawmaker, has 
authority to suspend those laws. Miracles are the suspension of the 
physical laws of the universe. But He will only suspend the laws for a 
moment. Once He has accomplished His will the laws of the universe are 
moved back into place. Walking on water or calming a storm are 
examples of miracles. Elisha making an ax head float or Moses parting 
the waters are examples of miracles in the Hebrew Scriptures. 

When Jesus turned water into wine He did that which only God could 
do. He created something out of something else. We would call this a 
miracle. He suspended the absolute laws of nature for a moment to create.  

Anyone who is created cannot suspend the laws of nature but must 
abide by those laws. People cannot do miracles. Satan cannot do 
miracles. Satan can do that which is mistaken for a miracle but he is not 
the author of the law and has no rights over the law. 

Secondly, Jesus is the Author and inspiration for Scripture. He is the 
Author of the Law and the Prophets. He wrote the Law based upon His 
eternal character. He wrote the Prophets based upon His eternal and 
transcendent knowledge. Think about this. When the Hebrew Scripture 
speaks about Jesus it is Jesus speaking about Himself. 

All of the Messianic prophecies in the Hebrew Scripture are fulfilled 
in the life of Christ. Because of His pre-incarnate omniscience, as God 
He knows everything, He saw and understood exactly what would 
happen and why. As God, He is omnipotent, in control of all things. He 
brought together the circumstances needed to accomplish His will. This 
does not mean those who acted on their wills had no control or 
responsibility for their actions. God did move them to act in accordance 
with His will but not in violation of their character. 

Jesus knew the pain He would endure upon the cross as a sacrifice for 
sin. Speaking to the serpent after the temptation of Adam and Eve God 
stated “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and 
her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). 
Jesus knew what He was going to do from eternity. He told the prophets 
He would suffer and why. “Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied 
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about the grace that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, inquiring what 
person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the 
sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories” (1 Pet. 1:10-11). 

After His resurrection, Jesus told the two He traveled with on the 
road to Emmaus that the Christ would suffer. 

And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these 
things and enter into his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, 
he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. (Luke 
24:25-27) 

He knew what was to happen, even telling His disciples He was 
going to Jerusalem to die. (See Matt. 16:21-28, 17:22-23, 20:17-19 and 
Luke 9:22-27, 43-45, 18:31-34 for some of His predictions of how and 
where He would be sacrificed.) Peter rebuked Jesus telling Him He 
would never die in the way He predicted. Jesus rebuked Peter. From then 
on whenever Jesus predicted His suffering and death His disciples either 
did not understand or were greatly distressed. 

Even Jesus was distressed by what was to take place. Yet, His love 
for those He created in His image is so great He willingly faced 
excruciating pain and separation for those who would become citizens of 
His kingdom. These are the plans and actions of One who deeply and 
eternally loves those He created in His image. How great and eternal is 
His love. 

Predictions Fulfilled 
For I tell you that this Scripture must be fulfilled in me: “And he was numbered 
with the transgressors.” For what is written about me has its fulfillment. (Luke 
22:37) 

Jesus uses contrasting words in Matthew 5:17. He is illustrating the 
difference between “destroying,” which means to demolish or make null 
and void, with “fulfill” which means to fill up or satisfy, to finish a task. 
We think the word “fulfill” means to reward or make done. Here, the 
word means to cram full, level off, satisfy and finish. Jesus says the 
Scriptural prophecies are accomplished in Him by fulfilling the purpose 
intended by the prophecy. Jesus quotes from Isaiah “therefore I will divide 
him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he 
poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the 



	 261	

sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors” (Isa. 53:12). Writing 
700 years before Christ, all of Isaiah 53 is an accurate depiction of the 
purpose and passion of Messiah. In all cases of Messianic prophecy Jesus 
is the object of the prediction. 

It is Passover week and soon Jesus will die. He begins making 
predictions. He foretells the destruction of the Temple and the destruction 
of Jerusalem. Within 40 years Titus attacked Jerusalem and the Temple, the 
place built by Herod the Great, was destroyed and many of the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem were slaughtered. Jesus knows what will happen in the future. 

On a more personal level, Jesus sent Peter and John to prepare the 
Passover meal for Him and the disciples. They asked where they were to 
do this. None of them owned any real estate in Jerusalem. Read what 
Jesus said they were to do. 

He said to them, “Behold, when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of 
water will meet you. Follow him into the house that he enters and tell the master 
of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you, Where is the guest room, where I may eat 
the Passover with my disciples?’ And he will show you a large upper room 
furnished; prepare it there.” And they went and found it just as he had told them, 
and they prepared the Passover. (Luke 22:10-13) 

One of the compelling stories of Scripture is Peter denying Christ soon 
after declaring he would never deny his Lord. Jesus not only predicted Peter 
would deny Him but stated why, “Satan demanded to have you” and that He had 
prayed for His disciple knowing he would “turn again” then commanding him 
to “strengthen your brothers” (Luke 22:31-32; see following verses). Peter will do 
what Jesus has said he would do. Jesus predicted Peter’s betrayal and return. 
Peter betrayed Jesus and returned, becoming one of the greatest witnesses to 
the resurrection of Christ and the hope and grace given by God. 

Why do we not believe what Jesus says? Why do we not take Him at 
His word? Is He not the Word of God, the Author of Scripture, the 
Creator of all? These are only a few examples. Jesus fulfilled the prophecies 
of the Hebrew Scriptures written hundreds of years before, predicted what 
would happen within a generation of His resurrection and told His 
disciples what would happen that day. 

Knowing what will happen and when is evidence of omniscience, 
being all knowing. Knowing what will happen also gives control over 
history. It is an essential aspect of dominion, which is part of the image 
of God in man. God is the absolute object of faith and has omnipotent 



	262	

control over His creation, which is all things on earth, in the universe, 
and throughout eternity. We seek to control God’s actions by demanding 
to know what will happen beyond what is revealed by Him. How 
arrogant we are suggesting certain events demand God act. 

Scripture tells us to love God and show our love for Him through 
obedience. Our whole person is caught up in loving God for it is the 
whole person God is redeeming. It is the whole person God has changed 
and is changing and will change into the likeness of Christ. We are told to 
prepare ourselves for Him, not for His coming. “Therefore you also must be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect” (Matt 24:44). 
Our obedience demands responsibility toward God’s will. Focusing upon 
ourselves or what is happening around us in the world will not inspire 
God to move faster. Jesus tells us to be aware of what is happening not 
to the point of obsession but as the act of a servant preparing themselves 
for the return of their master. 

This attitude and motivation demands focused, deliberate and 
disciplined preparation, according to the dictates and will of God. 

God is not Mocked 
Now the men who were holding Jesus in custody were mocking him as they beat 
him. They also blindfolded him and kept asking him, “Prophesy! Who is it that 
struck you?” And they said many other things against him, blaspheming him. 
(Luke 22:63-65) 

People mock that which they do not know or care to understand. 
People who mock think they have the upper hand over someone they 
consider inferior, undeserving of respect or compassion and mercy. It is 
the guilty who mock the innocent, the strong who mock the weak, those 
who have control who mock those who have no control. 

It is the Jewish Temple guards and authorities who mock Jesus. 
Soon, the Roman guard will mock Him and put Him to death. Their 
mockery shows they are aware of what others have claimed about Him 
and what He has claimed of Himself. They do not believe Him and have 
no respect for Him. 

Like His cousin John, Jesus was deemed a Prophet by many people, 
similar to the prophets of their history. In Hebrew history it was God’s 
prophets who came to the rulers and peoples of Israel and Judah telling 
them to stop sinning and return to worshipping only God. They stood 
before kings and priests, before the thrones and inside the city gates, telling 
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all that if they did not return to worshipping only God they would die or 
be taken into exile to die away from their land. These who spoke for God 
were held in contempt because God is held in contempt. They were treated 
shamefully because the people did not believe their words. They did not 
believe God. Those who speak for God will encounter those who would 
silence them because of the hatred they have toward God. 

Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They 
were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went 
about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated—of whom the 
world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens 
and caves of the earth. (Heb. 11:36-38) 

Writing through David 900 years earlier, Jesus told what would happen 
to Him. “All who see me mock me; they make mouths at me; they wag their heads; 
‘He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver him; let him rescue him, for he delights in 
him!’” (Ps. 22:7-8). Pilate examined Jesus and found no guilt in Him. 
Pilate’s solution was to “punish and release Him” (Luke 23:22). Pilate’s 
punishment was physical abuse. If Jesus was not guilty of anything why 
punish Him? Pilate’s punishment was a mockery. 

Herod examined Jesus because he wanted to see Jesus perform a sign, 
a token miracle, as if Jesus were a performer sent to entertain. Jesus would 
not perform for Herod. “Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and 
mocked him” (Luke 23:11). Pilate and Herod were enemies until they stood 
before the condemned Jesus. Afterward, they became friends. 

When Jesus was delivered over for crucifixion the Roman guard 
treated Him with their fullest contempt. These men were experienced 
at dehumanizing their prisoners and making sure they died in 
excruciating agony. 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and 
they gathered the whole battalion before him. And they stripped him and put a 
scarlet robe on him, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his 
head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked 
him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they spit on him and took the reed 
and struck him on the head. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him 
of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him. 
(Matt. 27:27-31) 

A sign was made and placed over Jesus as He died on the cross. “This 
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is the King of the Jews” (Luke 23:38). Pilate ordered the sign inscribed and 
placed above the condemned man. While Jesus hung on the cross many 
of the people there challenged Him to miraculously take Himself off the 
cross. Even those crucified with Him (at least one of them) suggested He 
save them when He saved Himself. 

Jesus did not come to save Himself. Everything that happened to 
Jesus was predicted in the Hebrew Scriptures.  

Perhaps the most insidious and disturbing evidence of hatred for 
God was the motives and actions of the religious leaders tasked with 
upholding the Law of God. In their zeal for looking superior before the 
people they violated the Law they were responsible for knowing and 
enforcing. Jesus taught against the hypocrisy of the Jewish religious 
leaders, quoting Isaiah written 700 years earlier, to show He knew their 
hearts from eternity. 

So for the sake of your tradition you have made void the word of God. You 
hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he said: “‘This people honors 
me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; in vain do they worship me, 
teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’” (Matt. 15:6-9; quoting Isa. 
29:13) 

Jesus’ life, His motives and actions, His teaching and healing, His 
miracles culminating in His resurrection from the dead, show He is God, 
the Author of the Law and the Prophets come to fulfill them. God will not 
be mocked. 

Amen, Amen 
For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, 
will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. (Matt. 5:18) 

Jesus uses the word “amen” in this verse. “For truly (amen) I say to 
you.” God uses the word to affirm the absolute fulfillment of His 
promises. Revelation 3:14 uses the word as a name of Christ. “And to the 
angel of the church in Laodicea write: ‘The words of the Amen, the faithful and true 
witness, the beginning of God’s creation’” (Rev. 3:14). Jesus is throwing the full 
weight of God’s eternal being behind the words He has and will state. 

God gave His Word, deciding before creation what would occur, 
knowing, before creation what He would do. Heaven and earth began. 
His Word was present. Heaven and earth will end. His Word is eternal. 
Like Himself, His Word is not constrained by time or place. 
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Perhaps we need to realign our thinking with the truth of His eternal 
Word. When He says “I have come to fulfill them” (the Law and the Prophets) 
(Matt. 5:17) we think Jesus is automatically referring to the Hebrew 
Scripture, but by doing so we place upon His Word our created and 
temporary thinking. This is not wrong thinking but is incomplete thinking. 

Long into the history of the nation of Israel, God gave the Law to 
Moses for the people of Israel to follow. Hundreds of years before, 
Abraham had been separated out from all people and blessed. Soon after, 
he was given the command to circumcise the men of his family. Isaac 
was chosen, not Ishmael. Jacob was chosen not Esau. Jacob had twelve 
sons by four women and his tribe went to Egypt and lived there for 400 
years. After Moses was born it was another 80 years before God brought 
the people out of Egypt. Then God gave the people the Law, beginning 
with the ten statements, commonly known as the ten commandments.  

To limit the Law and the Prophets to the written Law of Moses is 
to ignore the history of Israel and the real people who lived that 
history. It also completely ignores, or makes of little consequence, the 
relationship God has with His creation before and after the giving of 
the Law of Moses. 

A great portion of the Law of Moses prescribed the duties of the 
priests in offering sacrifices. Certain animals were forbidden as sacrifices. 
God identified what kind of animal could be sacrificed and how the animal 
was killed. Hebrew Law determined who received portions of the sacrifice 
for food and what parts were given wholly to God.  

There is no longer a need for animal sacrifice. Jesus’ sacrifice fulfilled 
the laws of the sacrifice. Does this mean the laws dealing with sacrifice are 
null and void? Absolutely not! We learn, if we are willing, about the extent 
of the sacrifice of Christ for us through the sacrificial Law. Israel’s history 
tells us about God who redeemed those enslaved by sin. 

He is the eternal Word, the Author of the Word of God and nothing 
about Him will cease to exist when heaven and earth disappear. We place 
ourselves in a box when we refuse to view God’s Word as eternal, 
demanding our interpretation of His Word be limited by a specific time 
and place. 

Jesus confronted the teachers of the Law over and over about their 
misinterpretation of God’s Word. They had the Word of God, the Law 
and the Prophets and used the traditional interpretations of the words to 
justify themselves. God gave His Law so men would see their sin and turn 
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to Him not so they would have a means to justify themselves before Him. 
Why could not the teachers of the Law understand Jesus’ words as 

He spoke and taught, or His actions as He healed? They had been taught 
and embraced a training which closed their minds to the truth. They had 
been taught by their “father, the devil” (John 8:44) turning truth on its head, 
claiming truth was not true and the lie was true and trustworthy. “Because 
I tell the truth, you do not believe me” (John 8:45). Remove and compromise 
the truth and you will keep self from being good, because good has been 
redefined, excused, tortured into a lie. Take away the goodness of God 
and there can be no justice or righteousness, only fairness applied 
arbitrarily. Rob the world of justice and righteousness and holiness 
expunges the world from its presence, for only that which is true and 
good and right and just can be holy. Jesus was all of these things. Like a 
foreign object being rejected by the body, so the corrupted body of men 
rejected Jesus. 

We learn about Jesus by examining His life and His words. Since He 
wrote the Hebrew Scripture about Himself, we would do well to examine 
it and know what it says. God’s Spirit in us will teach us if we are willing 
and open to learning. 

God’s Revealed Attributes 
Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 
come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and 
earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is 
accomplished. (Matt. 5:17-18) 

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male 
and female he created them. (Gen. 1:27) 

All God created was done according to His will and for His purpose. 
His purpose is mysterious but His will is not. Truth flows from God. Not 
only did He create all which exists, He also sustains all which exists. He 
sustains the physical lives of those who war against Him. As the only One 
who intimately knows all which exists, insuring all which exists continues 
to exist, He governs all under His authority, guiding and preserving 
creation toward His ends, for His will, according to His rules. Only He 
gives purpose to creation. We do not get to make up truth. We do get to 
live according to truth. 

We cannot constrain God. Perhaps we can say He is constrained by 
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truth. Maybe it would be better to say He is free and unconstrained by 
anything which is not true. We live in a world of negative thoughts and 
concepts. We move between understanding more of the spiritual realm 
by describing what it is not because our sinful natures cannot grasp what 
it is. Paul, arguing for the gospel, told the Corinthians the gospel was not 
the difference between positive and negative but always positive. 

As surely as God is faithful, our word to you has not been Yes and No. For 
the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed among you, Silvanus and 
Timothy and I, was not Yes and No, but in him it is always Yes. For all the 
promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we 
utter our Amen to God for his glory. (2 Cor. 1:18-21) 

God is the morphe of truth and goodness, complete in grace and 
peace, compassion and love toward all He has created. Everything He 
creates is perfectly good when He creates because He will not create 
anything which is not good. His uncorrupted creation is filled with grace 
and peace, compassion and love. Goodness is as integral to God as truth, 
as is His immensity, omnipotence, omnipresence, and omniscience. 

Truth and goodness in no way preclude justice and righteousness but 
require them. God’s justice and righteousness are filled with His truth and 
goodness. Truth is the foundation of justice and goodness is the evidence 
of righteousness. We show a complete lack of understanding of God when 
we limit His justice to a legalistic interpretation of revealed law within His 
written Word. We sabotage righteousness when we give ourselves 
permission to sin because of a misperceived outcome of Christ’s sacrifice 
for us and our covering by His blood. His sacrifice on the cross on our 
behalf is meant to usher us into God’s presence so we can begin to 
understand who He is and be changed for eternity by His truth and 
goodness and justice and righteousness. Our relationship with Him is not 
just for the here and now but for eternity. 

Being gathered into His presence by the scars of Christ means, by 
fulfilling the sentence of death in our place, we are no longer separated 
from God. We are declared holy. Holiness is an eternal characteristic of 
God, like truth and goodness and justice and righteousness. Sin 
separated some of His creation from Him and His holiness. We and 
our world are separated from God, are unrighteous, under His 
judgment, not good and living a lie. By Jesus’ wounds, the shedding of 
His blood, a deep and eternal mystery, we are brought back as a new 
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creation into His presence. We are separated from the world and from 
sin for Him. We are holy, not to do anything we want but to be all He 
purposes for us throughout eternity. 

He does not want part of each person. He wants the whole person 
for Himself. Jesus’ teaching in the first 20 verses of Matthew 5 show His 
will for each for eternity. As He is whole and complete, so He will make 
those who are His whole and complete. We are fitted for eternity, 
recreated and designed in the image and likeness of His Son, Jesus Christ. 

Imputed 
For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, 
will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. Therefore whoever relaxes one of 
the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be 
called great in the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. 5:18-19) 

Speaking through the prophet Jeremiah, God condemns Israel for 
their sin of adultery with false idols. For hundreds of years God’s 
Prophets declared His displeasure with His people because of their 
continuous rebellion. God banished the Northern Kingdom, sending 
them into exile. Still, Judah did not learn. Three times Nebuchadnezzar 
came to Jerusalem and carried off people and temple artifacts. He finally 
destroyed Jerusalem and the temple. 

For thus says the LORD: Your hurt is incurable, and your wound is 
grievous. There is none to uphold your cause, no medicine for your wound, no 
healing for you. All your lovers have forgotten you; they care nothing for you; for I 
have dealt you the blow of an enemy, the punishment of a merciless foe, because 
your guilt is great, because your sins are flagrant. Why do you cry out over your 
hurt? Your pain is incurable. Because your guilt is great, because your sins are 
flagrant, I have done these things to you.  

Therefore all who devour you shall be devoured, and all your foes, every one 
of them, shall go into captivity; those who plunder you shall be plundered, and all 
who prey on you I will make a prey. For I will restore health to you, and your 
wounds I will heal, declares the LORD, because they have called you an outcast: 
“It is Zion, for whom no one cares!” (Jer. 30:12-17) 

Yet, in the end Jerusalem is restored and Nebuchadnezzar’s 
kingdom falls. Jeremiah’s words in 30:16-17 are reminiscent of God’s 
promise to Abraham in Genesis 12. “And I will make of you a great nation, 
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and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will 
bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen. 12:2-3). God does not forget 
those who are His. 

But, are these verses really speaking about Judah and the nation of 
Israel?  Look at some of the phrases.  

∼ Your hurt (or bruise) is incurable  

∼ your wound is grievous 

∼ for I have dealt you the blow of an enemy, the punishment of a merciless foe  
∼ because your guilt is great (twice) 
∼ because your sins are flagrant (twice) 
∼ I have done these things to you.  
All of this happened to Jerusalem and to Judah. God determined to 

punish His nation, removing from it those who were false prophets, 
tyrannical leaders and all idolaters. They were killed or banished to never 
return. Jeremiah prophecies the return of the nation after 70 years. Read 
the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. 

More importantly, these phrases describe the passion of Christ as He 
stood before His accusers and was murdered by the Romans. 

Wait! Christ was perfect. He did not sin. He was innocent. There was 
no guilt in Him. How can these words describe what happened to Christ? 

Do you not remember His agonized cry while on the cross? “Jesus 
cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me?’” (Matt. 27:46; see Mark 15:34 and Ps. 
22:1). He endured a separation from God, the deepest mystery, as He 
died. Death is not simply physical. Spiritual death is separation from that 
which sustains life. Spiritual death is continued existence gasping for 
sustenance that is never received. 

Do you not know and have you not memorized the verse “for our sake 
he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21). Our sin is imputed to Him and His 
righteousness is imputed to us. This is another mystery. When God looked 
at Christ on the cross He saw the sin of the world. Not one person’s sin, 
but everyone’s sin. Jesus, who is eternally sinless, became sin. 

But it doesn’t end with death. Nor does Jerusalem end with 
destruction. God determined to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple, first 
physically, then spiritually. God brought the people back to Jerusalem for 
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a time, yet they continued to rebel. God promises to create a new 
Jerusalem which will never face corruption.  

Jesus referred to His body as the temple. “Destroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up” (John 2:19). Jesus was raised from the dead. His 
wounds were healed yet His scars remained. Do we try to understand and 
regularly contemplate the implications of His ultimate sacrifice? 

We like to know God sees us as righteous. We thank God for His 
grace and mercy. How can we love God when we forget or ignore the 
sacrifice of Christ? Jesus did exactly what He determined to accomplish 
from eternity. 

God Defines Value 
Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 
come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and 
earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is 
accomplished. (Matt. 5:17-18) 

We are not defined by our environment. People will try to control our 
thinking and our emotions. Yet, our families do not define who we are any 
more than those with whom we associate. All of these people and 
circumstances may influence our character and mold our personality but 
they do not define who we are. God defines who we are. He is the One 
who places value. He is the One who creates us in His image for 
relationship with Him. Sin corrupts but does not redefine. 

At the final meal Jesus ate with His disciples before His passion, 
He clearly tells them what is going to happen. He will suffer. One of 
His disciples will betray Him to the religious authorities. Peter will deny 
Him three times, though he adamantly declares beforehand he would 
never deny Him, that he would go to prison or death with Jesus. He 
tells them to gather their belongings, their money and things. He tells 
them to get a sword.   

“But now let the one who has a moneybag take it, and likewise a knapsack. And 
let the one who has no sword sell his cloak and buy one. For I tell you that this 
Scripture must be fulfilled in me: ‘And he was numbered with the transgressors.’ 
For what is written about me has its fulfillment.” (Luke 22:36-37) 

Jesus’ words remind us of His statement in Matthew “until all is 
accomplished” (Matt. 5:18). Before sunset the coming day, His life would be 
taken from Him, the sacrifice for which the Passover lamb they were 
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eating was as symbol. 
From eternity God knew what would happen in the space-time 

universe He created. He knew and controlled the outcome of the 
entrance of sin and the consequences of rebellion upon those who are 
His. He knew sin would completely sever the relationship He wanted 
with those created in His image. He knew there was only one way to heal 
this relationship, otherwise all those who are His would have to die. He 
decided His Son and His Son decided He would die in our place, taking 
upon Himself the sentence of sin for all. In exchange those who are His 
are covered by His shed blood, which is His righteousness. This is not a 
debatable truth but reality firmly established by God from eternity 
without beginning to eternity without end. 

Jesus, the morphe of God and the morphe of a servant, lived His human 
life as God intended all live. Though surrounded and assaulted by sin He 
did not succumb to its temptation. Though we sin we were not recreated 
for sin, to be controlled and enslaved by it. We were created, and recreated, 
as servants of God, free to devote ourselves to Him, in full relationship 
with Him. Our place and purpose in eternity is exactly as God intends, not 
more and not less. We can never have the morphe of God but we are His 
servants, the perfect and complete citizen of the kingdom of heaven. We 
are and will be like His Son. 

Here is a mystery. We are separated from Him yet intimately a part 
of Him. We live our lives now assaulted by, even enslaved by sin, but 
belong completely and wholly to Him who recreated us. We gain nothing 
from our obedience though we have gained everything from His 
obedience. We carry nothing with us from this world into eternity but 
what He gives which is already eternal. We do not define who we are. We 
are defined by Him. What God is making us is at war with our 
temporary, rebellious self. While in the world our old self is being killed 
and changed and formed and conformed and separated from the world. 
Our world is temporary. We are eternal. 

Jesus accomplished in space-time that which God determined and 
finished in eternity. 

And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s 
deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing 
that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not 
with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, 
like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. He was foreknown before the 
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foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of 
you who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and 
gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. (1 Pet. 1:17-21) 

Confirming Evidence 
Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches 
others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever 
does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I 
tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you 
will never enter the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. 5:19-20) 

With these two verses Jesus closes a circle begun with His first 
statement “blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (Matt. 
5:3). Within the circle are all of the characteristics God is building into the 
citizen of the kingdom of heaven. Outside of the circle is eternity. Like 
God, who transcends space and time, each Christian, as they grow and 
mature spiritually, will transcend the circle. This does not mean the 
qualities God is building into those who are His will no longer be 
necessary, as if anyone can grow out of being poor in spirit or no longer 
hunger and thirst for righteousness. Once emplaced, these characteristics 
do not change. They do form the eternal foundation, laid in space and 
time, for the whole person, who lives for eternity. 

Everyone is a teacher. Everything done reveals what has been taught, 
what has been learned, and teaches in some way lessons to all with whom we 
come in contact. Our training is evident, the evidence of our training 
scattered with every step, gesture, word and thought. From the earliest 
training, given by those who raise us, to the right now, impacts us for 
eternity. Our thinking and decisions, what we are right now allowing or 
giving permission to enter our life, influences who we are and what we will 
become. God defines who we are and directs our development but we still 
have responsibility for our actions and reactions. 

You teach others what you believe whether you are aware or care. 
Those who are poor in spirit have recognized the reality of sin in their 
lives, the world and those around them. They love the truth and hate sin. 
They confront sin and the lie behind it as part of their spiritual nature.  

Being poor in spirit, with its characteristic and motivations, is only 
the beginning, the first step, in the call and life of the citizen of God’s 
kingdom. Each step which follows, each of the characteristics and 
motivations Jesus describes, He builds into the person making them 
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whole and fitting them for eternity with Him. Though He does this with 
the individual we are part of a whole, a member of the body of Christ, 
where one piece influences and affects all others. We do not live 
independently from Christ or separated from the Church. 

We are also His witnesses in this world for His righteousness and 
goodness. Who we are, that which motivates us, all we do, all we are is 
critical to our witness. As servants owned by Him, He governs us and gives 
each a purpose, being salt and light, showing His love, His mercy, purity 
and peace. What you do reflects who you are and dictates what you will 
become. How well we learn the lessons taught, conforming to the 
straightness of His will for us, is seen in the influence we have on those 
around us. God is deepening our relationship with Him and strengthening 
our relationship with others at the same time. Being a citizen of His 
kingdom is not for the lazy but the diligent. There are no shortcuts. 

Midway through His time, as Jesus prepared His disciples before 
sending them out, His instructions were explicit and definitive. Here are 
the people you are to teach. Go to the “lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt. 
10:6). Later, He would send them throughout the world.  

Should those of the world accept you, good. Should they reject you 
“shake the dust from your feet” (Matt. 10:14) as you leave. People will reject 
you, persecute and drag you into court and kill you. Your message is clear. 
“The kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 10:7). You are citizens of the 
kingdom of heaven. Act like citizens of the kingdom of heaven not like 
citizens of the fallen world. Why? “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a 
servant above his master. It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the 
servant like his master” (Matt. 10:24-25). 

Preparation for eternity is preparation to be like Him for eternity. 
What we do right now counts. 

Teaching Children 
At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven?” 
And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them and said, 

“Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever receives one such child in my name 
receives me, but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, 
it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck 
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and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe to the world for temptations to 
sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the 
temptation comes! (Matt. 18:1-7) 

We are all teachers, by what we do, say, think and feel. Everything we 
do teaches others about what we think and feel regarding God and His 
Son. Nothing is hidden from God. Though we are the finest actor who has 
ever lived, able to fool crowds, even to the point of convincing ourselves 
we are what we are not, God knows who we truly are. 

We want to control God, our world, our relationships and our own 
lives. Anyone who thinks they do not want control is either lying to 
themselves and others, a self-righteous dishonesty, or deluded. Not only 
do we want to control God, or at least wrench control from Him, but we 
want those around us to think well of us, respect us, or fear us. 

One of the hazards of teaching is allowing others to put the teacher 
on a pedestal. Every teacher faces this hazard, sometimes succumbing to 
its subtle influences, which tugs and pulls them into thinking more highly 
of themselves than they ought. This is a form of control. Remember, 
everyone is a teacher even if they do not think they are. We teach more 
by actions and motivations than words. 

In Matthew 5:19 Jesus states flatly, without pretense, everyone who 
teaches about God’s will is either thought of by God as great in the 
kingdom or is placed as the least in the kingdom. His criteria for 
judgment is profound. 

Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches 
others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever 
does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
(Matt. 5:19) 

“Relaxes” means to loose, melt, or put off. Those who live according 
to the will of God teach others by example how to live with and for Him. 
Jesus’ words almost imply there are levels in heaven where some can earn 
greater prestige in this life. We know nothing we do carries merit in 
God’s eyes. We cannot earn our citizenship or place in eternity. This 
does not mean God will not lift up those who live righteously. He is 
preparing us for eternity. This does mean our obedience to Him is 
important for the here and now and for eternity. We are commanded to 
live according to truth given to us in nature, the evidence of God’s work, 
through His Word, Jesus Christ, and through the teaching and direction 



	 275	

of the Holy Spirit.  We are not partners with Him but obedient servants 
of His, seen as adopted children (see Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:5; Eph. 1:5). 

In order to teach truth the person must be filled with truth, 
understand how truth works and how it affects every facet of life. 
Learning to recognize truth is more important than recognizing sin, or a 
lie or ungodliness. This means learning to test all things against truth, 
even the motivations and attitudes of the heart. 

We cannot judge greatness in the kingdom by the standards of the 
world. Being great in God’s kingdom means rejecting the world’s 
standards and living according to God’s even when it brings persecution.  

Jesus’ disciples wanted to know who was the greatest in the 
kingdom, obviously wondering which one of them would fill the spot. 
How arrogant. They were standing in the presence of God, the King of 
the kingdom, and they had the audacity to ask such a question. Jesus did 
not come to exalt Himself but to take upon Himself the sentence of 
death for all. He placed a child in front of them and told them who the 
greatest was. All who enter the kingdom are the greatest. 

Then He warned them. Since all you do, all you think, all you feel, all 
which motivates you, is taught to all around you, especially children, who 
by their very innocence (though they are the greatest of sinners) love 
God, be mindful and aware of how you are living. They will copy you. 
You will be held accountable. You’re best practice is to know God, not 
just intellectually but intimately, with your whole person. We are not 
citizens of the kingdom of the world but of heaven. As His servants we 
do and by doing teach others to do His will. 

His Righteousness 
For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, 
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. 5:20) 

Our view of God and what we believe about Him shows through the 
evidence of our lives, our words and attitudes. Those who watch us will 
see our worldview, the evidence of our actions, and draw conclusions 
about our relationship with the One who made us and owns us. What we 
do will reflect who we are and who we are will influence in some way all 
with whom we come in contact. 

Throughout His public life Jesus confronted the recognized teachers 
of His time, those who traditionally held authority over the people. He  
measured them against the standard of His life and God’s righteousness. 
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He demanded the citizen of the kingdom of heaven surpass the religious 
authorities measure of conduct. Their righteousness, which Jesus 
challenged on every occasion, was judged self-righteous, with attitudes 
and motivations diametrically opposed to those who are poor in spirit. 

Jesus, teaching in the Temple during the days just before His 
crucifixion and resurrection, challenged the people to test the teachings 
of God and their spiritual leaders. Actually, the spiritual leaders tried to 
test Jesus, to punch holes in His arguments and find flaws in His 
teachings, setting Him up for criminal charges. Over and again He 
answered them, finally silencing them. Knowing His time was short ,He 
contested their authority and their teaching. 

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, “The scribes and the Pharisees 
sit on Moses‘ seat, so practice and observe whatever they tell you—but not what 
they do. For they preach, but do not practice.” (Matt. 23:1-3; read Jesus’ 
woes in Matt. 23:1-36.) 

He showed how the Scribes and Pharisees, who sat on Moses‘ seat, 
taught the opposite of what God wanted taught. They loved the places of 
honor, were self-righteous and rich in spirit. They sought out converts to 
Judaism and then taught them to sin against God, to ignore the 
consequences of sin and self-righteousness. They taught people to not 
value God and what He was doing. They focused upon the temporal and 
worldly, taking control instead of relinquishing control to God. They 
held to the minutia of their interpretations of the Law refusing to hunger 
and thirst after the Lawgiver. They showed no mercy, no active love to 
those with whom God desired an eternal relationship, cleaning the 
outside of the cup and ignoring the demand for purity on the inside. 
Only God can clean the inside. They followed in the steps of those 
before who murdered the prophets, those who hated sin and spoke the 
truth about God to a people who refused to listen, by refusing to listen 
to God in their presence. They would kill Him like they killed the 
prophets. But they could not keep Him dead any more than they could 
suppress His teaching. 

We are faced with Jesus’ most severe warning against self-
righteousness. He commands we recognize and embrace our poverty of 
spirit.  Either we are eternal, living for God who is the source of life, in His 
presence, or away from Him, existing in death away from the source of life. 

Truly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. O Jerusalem, 



	 277	

Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How 
often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under 
her wings, and you would not! See, your house is left to you desolate. For I tell you, 
you will not see me again, until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord.’” (Matt. 23:36-39) 

Worship 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal 
of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is 
good and acceptable and perfect. (Rom. 12:1-2) 

God uses a specific word to describe our relationship with Him.  
“Worship.” 
Worship is an act of giving of self, designed and implemented to 

show honor and respect for God. I do not believe this is what God 
originally intended. I think true, uncorrupted worship would look like 
nothing we have ever seen or experienced. God created man in His 
image so all might naturally serve Him, showing their respect and 
adoration. Enter sin and with it corruption, like a drop of poison in a 
gallon of water, every molecule is affected. 

In the Hebrew Scripture, in the Mosaic Law, worship was regulated. 
Acceptable worship was well-defined by God when He brought His 
people out of Egypt, a symbol of the world, into the Promised Land, 
Israel, a symbol of His kingdom. He gave the Law, the written code, to 
teach those who claimed to be His about sin and the need for His grace. 
They were given severe restrictions on appropriate and inappropriate acts 
of service and sacrifice. Nothing about the Law was designed to give any 
a means of earning God’s love and affection. Nothing any could do in 
following the Law would absolve them of the affects sin had upon their 
complete nature and person. 

God looks at the thinking of the heart. Our actions and motivations 
are revealed in our worship of Him, or lack of worship of Him. Now, 
worship requires sacrifice. 

Yet, it was not through the blood of bulls and goats (see Heb. 10:4) 
any would be justified or declared righteous in His presence. Only by His 
grace, His action, His will, would any be freed from the sentence of death 
demanded as judgment for sin. Only the sacrifice of His Son in our place 
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would payment for the penalty demanded by God’s judgment by satisfied. 
His sacrifice is an example for us of the type of sacrifice God seeks from 
those who are His. “For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for 
you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps” (1 Pet. 2:21). 

Jesus gave everything for us, setting aside His glory and position 
because He was a servant. Willing to give everything for us He demands 
nothing less than everything from us. This is not a demand issued by a 
malevolent dictator God upon a subservient, dehumanized people. This 
is an expectation of a benevolent God for a people made whole and 
loved by Him who, in turn, loves Him. 

Sacrifice given in love defeats the worldly attributes of sin and its 
demands filled with unreasonable expectations for some assumed return.   

We love God because He loved us first. He showed His love 
through the complete sacrifice of Jesus. God’s grace is a gift with no 
demand for repayment or ability to earn merit. Our sacrifice for God, a 
total giving of self, is done because of the absolute intimacy shared and 
had with Him. 

Intimacy grows the closer two come to each other. We test the world 
around us and ourselves so we might know ourselves, created in His 
image and remade in the likeness of Christ at rebirth. He changes us as 
we seek Him out. Our point of view changes as we change, as we 
confront and reject the lie of sin which surrounds us in the world, which 
tempts us through those we encounter, which tugs and pulls our very 
flesh. He changes the thinking of our hearts, giving us His truth, driving 
us away from the world and drawing us toward Him, the source of 
eternal life. 

Here is the downfall of many who think they know God by 
following perceived rules devoid of grace. They know the rules 
intellectually but do not know Him intimately, the One who is the rules, 
the eternal Law. Following the rules steadfastly, or at least a worldly 
understanding of the rules, gives a sense of control which is a 
subconscious manipulation of God, with the assumption God will 
tangibly reward those who keep them. Instead of sacrificing themselves 
to God, an act of loving worship and service, which results in freedom 
from the sentence of sin and intimacy with Him, they sacrifice a 
relationship with Him for control. How easy it is to lose sight of Him by 
seeing only the words. 
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Practice What You Preach 
A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is enough 
for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. (Matt. 
10:24-25) 

Jesus has harsh words for hypocritical teachers. “The scribes and the 
Pharisees sit on Moses‘ seat, so practice and observe whatever they tell you – but not 
what they do. For they preach, but do not practice” (Matt. 23:2-3). He tells those 
who listen to recognize the authority of God represented by their 
position and listen to the words of God taught through them, but to not 
do what they do. They are hypocrites, not doing what they say should be 
done and doing what should not be done. Having lied to themselves 
about their position before the people and assumed authority because 
they are teachers, they believe they are more important than others. 

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! (Matt. 23:13, 14, 15, 23, 25, 
27, 29) 

Seven times (and more) Jesus pronounces woe, condemnation, upon 
them, calling them hypocrites and blind. His words are for everyone, so do 
not think or feel absolved because you do not have the position or 
consider yourself a teacher. We are all teachers and students. 

A hypocrite is an actor, someone who puts on a show for those 
observing. They are one way when alone or with certain people but 
completely different when before an audience. They might consider God 
their audience and try influencing His thinking about them through their 
actions and words. They may try to earn their way into His grace, 
cheapening grace and inviting His disdain. However, most hypocrites act 
godly and knowledgeable before people to impress them, not God. 
People they can touch and manipulate. God they can neither touch nor 
manipulate. 

Actors are hypocrites, taking upon themselves the characteristics and 
personality of a fictional person in order to fool or entertain. Trained and 
experienced actors are believable. So, too, training and experience helps the 
teacher who wishes to instruct and disciple their pupils. Many teachers 
have learned to put on a show to empress their students or give them 
something to remember. Mostly, actors, hypocrites, want their audience to 
remember them. 

We want to believe those who are formal teachers impart instruction 
from knowledge and righteous motivations. They are teachers by 
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profession or decision and carry the weight of authority behind the 
knowledge they have gathered, processed and retained. Teachers are 
smarter than we are, so many think, and their teaching should never be 
questioned, except by other teachers. Those who belong to a professional 
association may have academic freedom but are still encouraged to 
follow the guidelines of their associates. This is important to maintain 
their professional standing and recognition. So, the scribes and Pharisees 
belonged to their professional association and dare not think against the 
standards imposed for fear of being rejected. Nothing has changed. 

Scripture places tremendous responsibility upon teachers. “Not many of 
you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged 
with greater strictness” (Jas. 3:1). Those who are formal teachers will be judged 
by a greater standard than those who are not recognized as teachers. But, 
God has made us all teachers and we are all held to a greater standard, 
God’s standard. 

Sin makes us all hypocrites. We all try to show others we are 
something we are not, hoping they will not see our true selves. We try to 
fool God and only fool ourselves, even believing the lie we tell ourselves. 
Those who think they can earn or buy righteousness have missed the first 
demand of God, poverty of spirit. God demands, never asks, the sinner 
recognize and own their sin. He demands, never asks, they realize the 
consequences of their sin, which is separation from Him. He demands, 
never asks, they submit to Him unconditionally. Doing these three things 
will drive a person toward God. They will hunger and thirst for 
righteousness and will love Him. 

Every person, as they live and breathe and act and speak, will leave 
evidence for what they hunger and thirst. Do they hunger and thirst for 
righteousness or unrighteousness? Are they self-righteous or given 
righteousness by God? Those who have studied God and His Word who 
then refuse to listen to what He is saying and revealing, changing the 
Word’s meaning and message into something they control, are 
hypocrites, not students of His, and face His wrath. Conversely, those 
who submit to Him and listen to Him and obey Him are called His. 

True or False? 
Balaam said to Balak, “Behold, I have come to you! Have I now any power of 
my own to speak anything? The word that God puts in my mouth, that must I 
speak.” (Num. 22:38) 
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Balaam, son of Beor, carried the reputation of speaking for the gods. 
His story is a study in Scriptural contrasts and seeming inconsistencies. A 
soothsayer, one who was seen as able to predict and manipulate the 
future, he was summoned by Balak to curse Israel. Balak, the king of 
Moab, had witnessed the destructive power of Israel as they moved into 
his territory. Israel wanted to pass through peacefully but the kings they 
encountered insisted on engaging them in combat. Every king who came 
against Israel was defeated. Balak, seeing combat would fail, tried to buy 
a curse against Israel from someone he recognized as powerful. 

Balaam could do nothing unless God allowed it. He obviously knew 
about God, as he knew about all of the false gods of the countryside. 
When summoned by Balak Balaam enquired of God about what he 
should do. 

God said to Balaam, “You shall not go with them. You shall not curse the 
people, for they are blessed.” (Num. 22:12) 

Balaam followed God’s instructions and sent the emissaries away. He 
was not a man after God’s own heart. Yet, he heard God speak and 
followed His instructions. 

Balak’s emissaries, his own sons, came a second time to ask Balaam 
to come. They brought more money and larger promises. A second time 
Balaam told them he could not curse Israel, even if the king gave him all 
the gold and silver he could muster. But, Balaam asked God a second 
time what he should do, as if God is one who changes His mind. This 
time God told Balaam to go with the men but speak only the words He 
would give him.  

Balaam’s oracles concerning Israel are classic blessings of God for 
His chosen. Those who God blesses are blessed. Those who God curses 
are cursed. Balaam spoke the words God revealed to him by the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

There are many difficulties in this story which may be hard to 
comprehend and understand. It sounds almost mythical, a story of a 
story told by generation after generation, subtly changing until the whole 
story becomes implausible.  

Three times while Balaam was on his way to meet Balak, the Angel of 
the Lord, the pre-incarnate Christ, stood ready to kill him. A donkey saved 
the man’s life three times. Balaam, angry because his donkey veered off the 
road, crushed his foot and leg, and finally lay down when it saw the Angel 
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of the Lord, beat it. Then God opened the mouth of the dumb beast so it 
could speak in a way both Balaam and the donkey could understand. 
Please note, if God can put words into the mouth of a dumb animal He 
can put words into the mouth of a godless man. Balaam was not a man 
who worshipped God even though God obviously spoke through him. 
God will speak through anyone He wishes without necessarily 
guaranteeing that person a place in His kingdom. Even a donkey can 
receive God’s revelation and be inspired to speak the words of God by the 
Holy Spirit. 

Those who claim the position and authority of teacher, showing 
knowledge and understanding of God and His Word, may teach His Word 
without knowing Him intimately and without Him knowing them as a 
child of His. Their desires give them away. Nothing is hidden from God, 
who knows all even to the depths of the thinking of the hearts and the 
precise actions of the person’s future. 

Balaam was a master of manipulation, knowing the boundaries within 
which he could move without compromising his worldly reputation. When 
God would not allow him to curse Israel, only bless His people, he offered a 
suggestion to Balak, a way to attack and compromise God’s people without 
engaging them in open combat. “While Israel lived in Shittim, the people began to 
whore with the daughters of Moab” (Num. 25:1). 

Nowhere in this story are we told Balaam suggested Moab entice 
Israel to worship false gods and commit sexual immorality. Jesus tells us 
in the Revelation of Jesus Christ, when He confronts the Church at 
Pergamum “but I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the 
teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of 
Israel, so that they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality” 
(Rev. 2:14). 

Teachers who do not teach righteousness according to God’s 
absolute will are false teachers, sprinkling the Word of God with the 
thinking and motivations of the world. “They have followed the way of 
Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved gain from wrongdoing, but was rebuked for his 
own transgression; a speechless donkey spoke with human voice and restrained the 
prophet’s madness” (2 Pet. 2:15-16). People who give the impression of 
holiness and righteousness and truth and goodness gain nothing if the 
thinking of their hearts are not changed by the God who is these 
characteristics. 
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Conclusion 
What is theology? For most, theology is seen as a dry, academic 

pursuit leading to wordy, intellectually philosophical conclusions which 
have no impact on real life. However, theology is the study of God, or 
studying the Word of God.  

Let me give you a more easily understood definition of theology. 
Theology is friendship with God. Everyone, whether or not they admit it, 
has a relationship with God. Everyone either pursues Him or runs from 
Him. Everyone has an idea of whom or what God is. Even when people 
don’t think about God it is because of what they think of God. Christians, 
those who are identified with God through the sacrifice and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ and the guarantee of the Holy Spirit, spend their lives learning 
about God.  

In Matthew 5 Jesus tells us the only way any become a citizen of the 
kingdom of heaven is for God to make them one. Our lives become the 
evidence of God’s work in us. God’s grace makes us a citizen. His grace 
does not absolve any of the demands and responsibilities of the citizen. 
We are required and inspired to obey the inner reality of His eternal Law 
in our every action, motivation and attitude. 

Grace is misunderstood by many and misapplied by all at some time. 
Grace is not receiving punishment due for crimes committed while being 
given eternal life. Eternal life is not earned. With eternal life are privileges 
and responsibilities. Grace is not being given death which is deserved and 
being given life which is not deserved.  

God places a standard of excellence upon His citizens which reaches 
far beyond anything recognizable by the world. Though He has covered 
those who are His with the righteous blood of His Son, viewing us as 
righteous who are not, He also demands we conform to His standard of 
excellence. Our conforming to His standard, exemplified in Christ, is 
unattainable without His strength, direction and grace. At no time during 
our lives in the world, encumbered with the old, sinful self, does He 
expect us to attain perfection. He does expect us to work on and reach 
for holiness. 

God expects His citizens to be teachable throughout their time in 
this world. He uses the world, the tugs and pulls of temptation to 
prepare us for eternity. If He were not going to use the world in such a 
way there would be no reason to leave any here. Too many fail, 
succumbing to the temptations and giving themselves permission to 
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sin. We do not have permission to sin. Even those who are unsaved do 
not have permission to sin. 

When Jesus states He has not come to “abolish the Law or the Prophets” 
He is forcing us to acknowledge God’s Word to us is absolute, 
unbendable and unbreakable. When He says He has come to “fulfill them” 
He is stating we cannot, that He is the only One able to keep God’s 
Word. When He states “heaven and earth” will not “pass away” until “all in 
accomplished” He is telling us God’s Word is eternal. This Word, the Law 
and Prophets of God, impact every area, every thought, every emotion, 
every action, every piece of creation, every molecule of life.  

We are made in His image to have a relationship with Him. Thus, 
obeying Him is never an obligation but is integral to our deepest being. 
Being recreated in the likeness of Christ and filled with the Holy Spirit 
opens the battlefield of our souls to the war between righteousness and 
unrighteousness, between truth and lie, between purity of holiness and 
the blackness of sin. 

Is it ever appropriate to set aside sound theology for practical 
living? “Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and 
teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven” 
(Matt. 5:19). Our answer has to be “never.”  

Sound theology is practical living according to God’s standards of 
excellence, not according to the standards of the world in its rebellion 
against Him. There is a danger in misinterpreting God’s truth and turning 
it into a lie and then following that lie, which leads deeper into sin and 
away from truth. We do not have the right to determine our own 
righteousness. Jesus declares our righteousness must “exceed that of the Scribes 
and Pharisees” or we “will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” There is only one 
standard we must meet. God’s standard. It is met in Jesus Christ. 

Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 
come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and 
earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is 
accomplished. Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments 
and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, 
but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. 5:17-20) 


