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Blessed are Those Who Mourn 

Introduction	

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. (Matt. 5:4) 

Those who “mourn” realize the consequences of sin.  It is the step 
after those who are “poor in spirit” recognizing the fact of sin, truthfully 
acknowledging the presence of and corruption caused by sin. Becoming 
more and more aware of the reality of sin means being more acutely aware 
of what has happened because of sin.  

Once my eyes are opened to the absolute truth of sin then my heart 
grows troubled and anxious, afraid of what has and will happen because of 
sin. Those who truly “mourn” realize the consequences of sin. 

Realizing the consequences of sin will force one of two reactions. 
Either sin, with its consequences, is acknowledged or the person will  
proclaim themselves innocent, absolved of any penalty. Either a person 
knows the loss of relationship with God or they discount God, not 
wanting to have a relationship. 

Repentance accompanies true morning. Remorse, on the other hand, 
is the emotional state of admitting wrong without agreeing to the truth of 
sin. Showing remorse is evidence of found guilt. A person violates a law or 
standard of which they are completely aware and do the thing anyway. 
They get caught and are sorry for what they have done, but only because 
they were caught. For them the law or standard carries no weight or 
influence in their lives.  

Repentance begins with the admission of the truth of sin and 
continues with the personal, emotional desire to stop sinning. Repentance 
is turning away from sin, where remorse is only a brief stop before 
continuing in the direction of sin. Repentance is characterized by grief over 
the hurt and pain caused to another because of sinful actions. It realizes the 
end results of such actions and demands they stop acting sinfully, which 
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means changing the motivation which inspired the sinful actions. 
Repentance means retraining our thinking to keep ourselves from sinful 
actions. 

Godly	Grief	

Jesus states that those who “mourn” are blessed. Yet, the word 
“mourn” means to lament, be grieved because of something which has 
happened to a person. Mourners wail, tear their clothes, toss dust in the 
air, refuse to eat and drink because they have no appetite. They have lost 
someone they love, never to see that person again, and are consumed by 
their grief. Jesus states we should “mourn”, grieve, and cry out in 
anguish, because of what has happened to God, to those around us in 
the world and to ourselves because of the cost of sin. But the focus is 
upon God and the reality we have lost our intimate relationship with 
Him because of our rebellion. He has not died. We have died. 

Mourning is a direct result of spiritual poverty. It is not the emotional 
anguish over physical suffering or loss but the deep grief over or because 
of sin which causes spiritual death. Death, which is separation from that 
which sustains life, is the penalty of sin. God created man to have a 
relationship with him so the primary result of sin is how it affects God and 
what it cost Him. We are selfish in our view of sin and forget or ignore or 
redefine the extent of the impact upon God. Those who are mourning 
have changed their focus from self to God, from how God views truth and 
the inclination to believe a lie to hatred for sin and love for truth. 

We know what sin costs people. They die and are separated from 
God. In order to understand the penalty of sin we must know what it cost 
God. 

God’s	Laws	

God has told us what our sin has cost Him. Yet, He has not revealed 
the complete extent of His investment in us. His investment is heavy. He 
has also told us He is under no compulsion to pay the price. He is not 
obligated to us in any way or fashion. We must fix this idea firmly in the 
thinking of our hearts for us to grasp personally the intimate knowledge 
how much He loves us. We need to understand what is at stake before 
we should even attempt to answer the question “what does sin cost 
God?” That He would send His Son to redeem those sold into slavery of 
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sin is enough evidence to know He is serious about having a relationship 
with each of us and involved in every detail of life. 

When God creates He sets His creation into motion according to 
perfectly logical laws which determines how the creation works. These laws 
cannot be violated by any created power. God, and only God, has the 
authority to suspend the laws of creation. He knows what will happen and 
works all things which will happen toward His ultimate design and 
purpose.  

Let us not confuse two separate yet wholly integrated laws. Creating us 
for relationship has given us the power to follow His will with our whole 
self, or rebel against His will with our whole self. Placing us in a universe 
with physical laws does not mean we are as automatic as the creation these 
laws govern. 

Nor has He abandoned His creation, to let it run by itself, but 
sustains creation, continuing to work and mold and fashion according to 
His perfect design. We can deduce the physical laws of the universe and 
predict with some certainty how parts of the universe will work and 
know those parts we don’t understand must also adhere to specific laws. 
If the laws were not there the universe would not hold together. 

Since the physical is a reflection of the spiritual we can know the 
spiritual realm must also operate by its own logical laws. When God 
created Man, He set in Man the law, or image, of His very Self. Man is 
thus a physical expression of the spiritual reality of God. Since God 
operates according to the divine logic of Himself, and Man has His 
image, then Man must also operate within the law of the divine. This law 
transcends the spiritual and physical realms. We call this law the moral 
Law of God. 

God’s moral laws are absolute. Yet, He has given Man the ability to 
violate these laws. Unlike the physical laws of the universe, which cannot 
be broken, the moral laws of God can be violated. God’s law is still 
absolute and the consequences of violating His laws are still absolute, no 
matter the law be physical or moral. Should any person think the moral law 
does not apply to them, they will suffer the penalty of breaking that law. 
Following or rebelling against His standard demands we recognize His 
standard. Violating His moral law has results equally disastrous as believing 
we can violate His physical law. 

Our rebellion against God’s moral law does matter, both physically 
and spiritually, in the temporary thinking of our hearts and eternally. Fix 
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this in your thinking. Every law which comes from God cannot be 
violated. Physical laws cannot be violated without experiencing the natural 
consequences of trying to break those laws. Moral laws cannot be violated 
without the spiritual consequences of breaking those laws. 

What was at stake when God created Man? He created a being 
capable of loving Him with a deep reflection of the same kind of love He 
has for Himself. When Man rebelled against Him it was as if a piece of 
God was torn away from Himself. A being created with the nature to 
love God like no other being, to love God with the very love God has 
for Himself, decided to have nothing to do with God. 

I am unable to love Him and incapable of loving Him because of my 
sin nature. Yet, He still loves me. He cannot deny Himself or the moral 
law which is integral to His nature. This does not mean He will not judge 
and cast away from His presence those who hate Him. It does mean even 
His just judgment is an act of love which perfectly fits who He is. It also 
means if there is any way to redeem a destroyed relationship He must do 
it all. 

What are the stakes? God created Adam in His image to love Him 
and serve Him by caring for His creation. It is not His reputation which 
is at stake. He made Adam, and us, unique. It is not His love for us for 
He will love because it is His essence to love. But it is also His essence to 
judge according to righteousness and truth. He is both holy and good.  

We are the stake. 
He did not create us to then cause us to cease to exist or to wantonly 

separate us from Himself. He created us for eternal relationship and gave 
us a nature to love Him in return. Because our nature has been bent by sin 
He must work to recreate, not fix or redo but make new, our nature. He 
has declared sin is judged by death. All who sin must die. Death is 
separation from that which gives life. Therefore, spiritual death is 
separation from God. God’s justice demands sin not exist in His presence 
while God’s grace and mercy, working perfectly with His justice and His 
entire being, has given a way for those sentenced to death to die physically 
and live eternally with Him. 

We do not need to understand the laws of the physical universe to 
abide by them. It is vital we understand the moral laws of God. Doing so 
builds intimacy with God. 
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God’s	Moral	Law	

But how is the moral law of God known, or interpreted, by those 
created in the image of God? For the most part, it is Man’s emotions 
which interpret the innate moral law of God.  When the law is violated 
people feel the emotion of fear or anger. When the law is upheld 
people feel the emotion of peace and joy.  However, because of the 
corruption of sin the emotions cease interpreting the moral law of God 
accurately and begin focusing on the expectations and laws of 
self. When my expectations are not met I am angry or hateful or 
fearful. When my expectations are met I am happy and content, but 
only briefly.  

Only those who have been re-created, who have the Spirit as a 
guarantee of eternal life, will have the tools needed to begin interpreting 
God’s moral law correctly through their emotions. Using the tools of the 
Spirit takes a lifetime of discipline. It takes submission to the training of 
the Spirit to learn to truly know God’s moral law. 

We are emotional creatures, made so by God.  Since we are created 
in His image, then God also is emotional and is the pattern for perfect 
emotions. If we are to love God with our complete being, and cannot 
because of the separation caused by sin, then our lack of love does not 
reflect poorly upon Him but shows the evidence of our depravity, our 
complete inability to do anything because of sin to please God.  

Jesus tells us plainly the greatest commandments are to love God 
and to love our neighbor as ourselves (see Luke 10:27). He also tells us 
over and over the Ten Commandments cannot be ignored. In Matthew 
5:21 to 48 He says “You have heard it said ... but I tell you” five times, 
implying throughout the ten commandments are hard and fast, integral 
to the moral code which is the radiance of God.  

How many people do you know who can articulate a moral code? 
Can you state in words all can understand the moral laws which govern 
your life and motivate your actions? If you cannot, do you want to put 
in words the foundational principles which allow you to relate to those 
around you and to God?   

Don’t jump ahead of these questions. Their difficulty comes in the 
common misunderstanding which defines the term “moral code” or 
“morality.” Even for those able to condense their thoughts into reliable, 
understandable terms the evidence of their lives will challenge their 
declarations. Most people will say they know the difference between right 
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and wrong then give an answer or act in a way which shows they do not 
know the difference, contradicting their words with their lifestyle. They 
will declare with absolute authority something which is a violation of the 
known will of God is not part of the moral law and therefore has no 
consequences to themselves or anyone else. Even Christians will do this. 

Commanded,	Not	Suggested	

God’s moral code is not a personal value. What you value relates to 
your personal moral code and certainly provides the evidence needed to 
evaluate that code, but it is not the moral code of God.  

As I grow up I am exposed to a variety of experiences which shape 
my personality. If I live in a place of extreme poverty or extreme 
affluence I will not recognize either the poverty or affluence until I am 
old enough to see the difference. Yet, there are certain things I enjoy 
which make me emotionally happy, and others which I will hate and 
emotionally despise. I will run toward that which makes me happy and 
flee from that which I despise. As I grow older I will seek out that which 
gives me comfort and security and pleasure. If I am able, I will work my 
life in such a way to lessen the effects of that which I despise and 
increase that which I enjoy. 

A moral code is not a societal norm. Again, the norm, or those 
behaviors reflected and known by the individuals of the society, provide 
the evidence of a common understanding of a moral code. A moral code is 
not a worldview. A worldview may be articulated in conjunction with a 
moral code and influence greatly how one perceives the world and how 
one would like the world, nations and societies, and individuals to operate. 
But, a worldview is not a moral code.   

A code is a standard, a ruler used to measure whether a person is 
living, thinking, acting, expecting, proscribing and demanding, very 
specific attitudes and actions. It is the measure used to judge the evidence 
of whether the individual’s life, both outwardly and inwardly, meets that 
which is demanded. A code must always be established by one other than 
the individual or the society or nation. No one can determine their own 
moral code with any reasonable expectation of it remaining stable.  

Morality is the distinction between right and wrong. We do not 
determine the difference between right and wrong. Yet, there is 
something in each of us which knows the difference. There is also 
something within each of us which will subdue and change our 
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understanding, flipping right to wrong, and wrong to right. Thus, a moral 
code is the standard used to measure the individual’s actions and 
attitudes in order to determine the righteousness of the individual. Is 
God’s moral code doable for us? If not, what did it cost Him to make it 
doable for us?   

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. For I 
delight in the law of God, in my inner being, but I see in my members another 
law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of 
sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me 
from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So 
then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the 
law of sin. (Rom. 7:21-25) 

No one may have an intimate relationship with God without adhering 
to His moral code. His moral code is absolute with no wiggle room for 
compromise. As fallen people whose nature is bent away from God it is 
impossible for us, in our own power and by our own design, to live 
according to the moral standards of God. We have to be like Him to do 
this. We were created like Him but are corrupted by sin. He must do 
something to change us.  

He has. 

A	False	and	True	Center	

What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your 
passions are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You 
covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you 
do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on 
your passions. You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the 
world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world 
makes himself an enemy of God. (Jas. 4:1-4) 

Repentance has a demand which must be met. Not fulfilling this 
demand is evidence there has been no repentance. This demand is a 
knowing and feeling working together. Sin must be known with the mind 
and the turning away from sin must be felt with the emotions. This is 
one act, not two, for the whole person must meet the demand. What 
occurs may not be explainable. Most people cannot say exactly what has 
occurred but they know in the thinking of their hearts it has happened.  

With this turning comes a war, with skirmishes and battles and 
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assaults, both overt and covert. Turning away from sin demands 
diligence in both thinking and feeling, for sin is jealous and will not 
relinquish its control until there is death. However, we are given the tools 
we need to wage this war and to grow into the individual God makes us 
for eternity through the indwelling of the Spirit. Sin no longer has control 
yet continues its assault to manipulate control. How we act while fully 
engaged in this war is the evidence of the truth of our turning. 

I have spent time on the moral law of God because the conflict we 
face between intimately knowing it and facing the reality of sin cannot be 
ignored. 

For any sinful person the center of the world, even the center of the 
universe, is self. How difficult it is for me, when I think and feel, perceive 
and act based wholly upon the isolation of myself. My life extends out 
from my person in tight, concentric circles, touching first those people 
and events closest to me. If anything does not touch my life in some 
tangible way, some way I can easily perceive, then I feel it has little or no 
bearing upon my decisions and values. As the center should anything not 
touch me then it really doesn’t matter.  

When something does touch me it must, absolutely must, adhere to 
my self-developed expectations or it makes me angry, which may 
transform into bitterness, hatred, frustration, depression and many other 
destructive emotions. These violent emotions separate people, driving 
families apart and further isolating every person.  

Perceived needs are first sensual and once identified become fixed, 
or codified, into a loosely defined system of personal values, expectations 
and even laws. Each person in a community has their own personal value 
system, based upon individual experience and developed personality. 
There is no cohesion between individuals unless they hold similar and 
like values. Every community has a recognized and applied system of 
values and even ethics. This system must be recognized as abiding 
outside of the individual yet held as valuable by all of the individuals.  

“Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided 
against itself will stand. And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. 
How then will his kingdom stand?” (Matt. 12:25-26). God cannot be divided 
against Himself. Satan’s work is to tear apart, to divide, to rip asunder. 
He has failed and will fall. Our world is under the control, or influence, 
of Satan. His method of operation is to divide. At the same time, this 
world is under the spell, the law, of sin. Sin has a personality. It is the 
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personality of the individual sinner. Sin doesn’t divide but separates the 
individual from the Creator. Sin never unites. Satan never unites. Even 
Satan is under the dominance of sin. 

Individuals cannot be the center of the world or the universe. 
There can be only one center and that center is nowhere on this little 
speck of blue dust floating in an unimaginably vast universe. God, who 
is the first and last, the beginning and end, the alpha and omega, is not 
viewed as the center by any sinful person. That person’s universe 
cannot stand. It will self-destruct. When we view ourselves as the 
center, most of the time doing this without being aware of our self-
centered focus, we contribute to the tearing apart of our relationships. 
Only by forcibly making God the center in the thinking of our hearts 
will we begin to have healthy relationships. Nothing functions as it is 
supposed to without the conscious knowledge of the truth of God at 
the center. 

Dysfunctional	Living	

“Dysfunction” is that which looks as if it would operate properly but 
does not, for various reasons or under certain circumstance. Function 
implies design, creation to fulfill or adherence to the design, and the ability 
to act according to the express purpose of the design.  

Is it possible for a person to be a functioning dysfunctional? How 
about a society or culture?  

In Scripture we learn people are created with the express function to 
have an intimate relationship with both their Creator and each other. True 
intimacy, especially with God, is evidence of proper working. Where 
dysfunction occurs the evidence will be a breakdown or even severing of 
relationship.  

Nobody functions properly with missing or broken pieces. Such a 
compromised body may continue to operate, or function, but not to the 
fullest capacity intended. Lose a hand or foot or eye or ear and other parts 
may compensate for the loss. Lose a head or other vital organ and the 
body ceases to operate or function. Proper function is hindered but not 
stopped with the loss of a non-vital piece. Is it possible for the function of 
one part to be taken over by another while the first part is still complete? 
The eye cannot smell, but the foot can operate as a hand, in a limited way, 
and the arms can operate as legs. This is not optimal. What is true for the 
body is equally true for the person, the family and the community. 
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Evidence for a person’s dysfunction is found in every facet of their 
behavior. Continued behavior reinforces the dysfunction making it more 
difficult to identify the problem. Soon, the dysfunction is viewed as 
normal, accepted by the person, by their peers, and even by the community 
and society at large. There may be grumbling, but unless there is social 
pressure to not act, dress or think in a particular dysfunctional way there 
will be no change. The dysfunction is ingrained.  

It is obvious a society, culture and community are dysfunctional. 
Societal norms change to accommodate the dysfunction. Those individuals 
who do not act in accordance with the accepted dysfunction are shunned, 
until others begin to emulate them, and those actions and attitudes become 
normal. Each successive ring of dysfunction solidifies into a impenetrable 
plate of armor shielding the individual from learning or acting in a truly 
functional manner. Driven out of the person is the recognition of what 
was originally intended, their original purpose, with any understanding so 
corrupted rehabilitation is impossible.  

People do not, will not, and cannot act in a manner for which they 
were originally intended. Even if they have a glimpse of the original, 
functional purpose there is too much pressure to continue thinking, then 
acting in a dysfunctional way.   

It is not my intent to examine the reasons or evidences of a 
dysfunctional person or society. It is enough to know the dysfunction 
exists and is impossible to overcome. It is also enough to identify the 
reality when a community or society accepts the dysfunction as normal. 
It is also important to realize the individual, community, society or 
culture which is dysfunctional cannot and does not recognize the 
dysfunction and will even fight against those who identify and highlight 
the dysfunction. We could even say value is placed upon the dysfunction 
when the activity and attitude is accepted and embraced.  

Jesus, the only perfectly functioning person to ever live (even Adam 
created perfect, when he fell, ceased to function the way God originally 
intended), decided to come into a world turned upside down.  He did not 
come to change the world and make it right. He came to convict the 
world of sin, to change those redeemed, and to serve God. He is Man the 
way God originally intended.  This is why the world hates Him. He is the 
true center of a world which wants self at the center.  
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Jesus	Christ,	God	and	Servant		

At the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, before calling his disciples, before 
people were attracted to Him in large numbers, He was baptized then 
tested in the wilderness. During His baptism God verbally declared “You 
are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased” (Luke 3:22). While in the desert 
He was tempted by Satan to deny His divine rights, to believe a lie. His 
anger toward Satan reached intolerance as He ordered the deceiver away 
with the words “‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you 
serve’” (Matt. 4:10 and Luke 4:8). Notice God declares in an absolute 
statement whom His creation serves. 

Toward the end of His ministry, before entering Jerusalem, two of 
His disciples sought special privileges when all finally entered the eternal 
kingdom. They thought they deserved more, having obviously been more 
faithful than the others, done more for Jesus, been more passionate 
about His perceived purpose. They even declared their abilities were 
equal to their Master’s. In response, Jesus made two startling statements.  

“Whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be 
first among you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man came not to be served 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Matt. 20:26-28) 

Do you want greatness in the kingdom? Don’t look for it or expect it. 
Do not think of the Kingdom of Heaven as simply more of the world. It is 
not. You must think differently about yourself and about Jesus. 

Those who serve God do not think of themselves as great. They 
think of themselves as servants. Jesus started His ministry saying all must 
serve God. He ended His ministry saying even He did not come to those 
who are His so they would serve Him but that He would serve us (see 
Mark 10:45). His service to God was also service to us. He gave His life 
to ransom, to redeem, to buy back those who belong to God. These are 
statements of fact and are not debatable. 

Jesus is a servant. In the Hebrew Scripture every theophany, every 
time God revealed Himself to someone in a physical form, easily 
understandable by those witnessing, it is Jesus and He is doing what God 
wants done. But He is also serving those He was sent to serve by God, the 
Father. 

Wait. Isn’t Jesus God? Yes. He is also Man the way God originally 
intended. He has a dual nature.  
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Paul uses a word to define these two natures in Philippians 2:6-8. The 
word is morphe translated “form” in most English Bibles. Christ’s two 
natures is an eternal mystery yet is one of the most basic of doctrines of 
Scripture, of Christian theology. Most, I think, do not understand this 
doctrine, thinking of it more like the world does and less like the recreated 
mind must.  

Morphe means that which makes something what it is. It is an 
indescribable characteristic without which the thing cannot be. Morphe 
describes the essential quality of anything and everything individually 
without which it, the thing, would not be what it is. This can be 
confusing. 

Think of a butterfly or a lion, borrowing from Charles William’s Place 
of the Lion, and what you see is only an imperfect image, even a simple 
reflection of the real, perfect butterfly or lion, of which there is only one. 
What you see is a real, solid, felt, living and dying animal. But somewhere 
out there is the perfect butterfly and the perfect lion. Every other 
butterfly and lion has the essential, unidentifiable quality carried by the 
single perfect butterfly and lion. The butterfly has the morphe of a 
butterfly making it what it is. A lion with the morphe of a lion cannot be 
anything else. It must be a lion. 

Man is created in the image of God. Image and morphe are not the 
same. Do not think of them as the same. Man does not have the morphe 
of God. We are not little gods. We are Men who carry a likeness allowing 
us to have an intimate relationship with our Creator. 

Jesus has the morphe of God and the morphe of a servant. Notice, Paul 
did not say Jesus has the morphe of a man. He has the homoioma, the 
likeness, made after the scheme, the fashion, of Men. He has the outward 
appearance of a man with all of the internal, uncorrupted workings of 
man as God originally intended, before Adam sinned, rebelled, and was 
corrupted.  

Jesus is perfect God of which there is no other representation. If there 
are gods, they are counterfeits lacking the essential quality which is God. 
There can be only one God. Jesus is the perfect servant. All those who 
belong to Him carry in them the essential quality which makes a servant a 
servant. 

He looked like other men, who are sinful and rebellious, who carry in 
them the characteristic of sin. Jesus had no sin. He began His ministry 
acknowledging His place as a servant. He ended His earthly ministry 
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fulfilling His purpose for coming, which was to serve. Those He gathers to 
Himself are given the nature of a servant. He does not just take us back to 
what God planned in Adam, but takes us forward for what God planned 
all along for us. 

This is only a brief, rudimentary explanation of a complicated 
theological doctrine, a mystery which cannot be grasped without the 
illumination of the Holy Spirit. It is a stumbling block for those who would 
explain away God, Jesus and our place in creation. 

Jesus is God, eternal.  Jesus is a Servant of God, eternally. Jesus came as 
a man identifying with all men. He has the outward appearance of a man. 
His physical self, down to the essential DNA of His physical being identifies 
Him as a man. As God, His eternal and His physical nature is sinless. He 
decided from eternity to identify with Man without compromising His 
eternal being as God. 

Repentance		

My sin put Jesus on the cross.   
No, that’s not completely true. Jesus gave His life willingly. It was 

because of my sin He was crucified and died, but doing this was His 
decision. He was under no compulsion to take upon Himself the 
sentence for anyone’s sin. Yet, in a real sense, it was my sin which 
brought Jesus to the place where He was sacrificed, suffering agonizing 
torture and ultimate death. “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no 
sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21). 

Sin is the breaking of God’s moral law. He placed this moral law in 
everyone He created as an integral part of His given image. My rebellion 
against God, predicted in the rebellion of Adam, does not negate God’s 
image in me. Still, God, deciding to continue the relationship with His 
rebellious creature, me, makes a way for that relationship to be 
reestablished.  

Since sin brings death, a justified sentence for rebelling against Him, 
only through death will sin lose its power.  Either I must die for my sin, 
which would separate me from the eternal source of life in God, or the 
death of a substitute who is sinless. I can do nothing for myself, 
including pay for my own sins.  Only Jesus, both God and Man the way 
God originally intended, can possibly do this.  In the same way Adam 
brought sin to all so Christ brings forgiveness of sin to all (see Rom. 
5:12-21). 
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Simply because Christ substituted Himself for me, taking upon 
Himself the sentence for my crimes, does not mean I have no 
responsibility, or accountability, or that I do nothing. I can do nothing, 
except obey. I’m not to the discussion on obedience, yet.  I’m talking 
about what my sin cost God. 

My tendency is to concentrate upon that which I lost, how I was 
affected, that I am impacted by sin. Certainly, I lost fellowship, a real, 
vital relationship, with God, broken because He cannot abide sin. Over 
time, as I continue to contemplate Scripture, I discover more and more 
the cost to God and to me.  This realizing the consequences of sin brings 
me to a state of mourning, of grieving in the true sense, because of 
death. For, though I will not “die” spiritually, I will die physically. It is 
not what I have lost which causes grief, but at what cost God’s sacrifice 
was made for me.  

Nothing I do has any spiritual bearing upon what God has already 
done.  I must still do something.  I must repent.  

War	Within	and	Without	

I do what I do not want to do. What I want to do, I don’t do. What I 
hate doing I continue doing. What I know is right and good and acceptable 
to God, I cannot, even do not, want to do. I want to sin. I don’t want to sin. 
A war wages within every Christian. My own will is in submission to the Will 
of God and the will of sin. “For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the 
flesh, sold under sin.  I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, 
but I do the very thing I hate” (Rom. 7:14-15). 

The evidence of my life reflects this war. 

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at 
hand. For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, but I see in my 
members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me 
captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! 
Who will deliver me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but 
with my flesh I serve the law of sin.   

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
(Rom. 7:21-8:1) 

Though I am responsible for what I do, what matters is not what I 
do, or want to do, but whom I serve. Do I serve sin, enslaved by it so 
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that everything I do or think or am resonates sin to the world and to 
God? Or do I serve God? Only some of what I do emulates my service 
to God. Everything else I do provides ample evidence of sin’s control. 
What is the difference? Who is my true Master and how do I know? 

In the non-Christian, those wholly captured by sin, there is no conflict, 
no struggle within, no admission of sin or mourning over the 
consequences of sin. There may be a momentary struggle deciding what is 
right or wrong, but the measurement of right and wrong is themselves and 
not God. There is no war being fought within the non-Christian. Adhering 
to their own standard of living, their own moral code, they show 
themselves self-righteous, rich in spirit. Their rebellion against God is 
complete and completely hidden from themselves. 

For the Christian these characteristics are not true. After recognizing 
sin, after recognizing that I sin, there is no place for self-righteousness. 
Recognition of sin means I cannot ignore the truth I have violated God’s 
absolute moral law. Once I see the evidence, once my eyes are opened to 
who I truly am, I cannot help but “mourn”, to grieve over the truth I have 
violated God’s law.  

Mourning does not last for a moment and then fade into acceptance 
with time as will most grief. I continue in a conflict, a war between sin 
and righteousness, waged within for as long as I am exposed to sin. How 
quickly will I reach a state where I hate this conflict and see the only 
avenue of escape as death, a longing for eternity with God, guaranteed by 
His indwelling Spirit? This war is evidence my Master is God and not sin, 
a conflicted assurance mocked by the world. 

Slavery	

One of many questions remains. How do I know my true Master?  
An answer is found in the word “serve.” Those in the world are 

legally “bound” either as “slaves” to sin or “bondservants” to God. The 
root word “bound” or “to bind” is a legal term describing a legal contract 
or covenant which cannot be broken or absolved except by death. So, 
the marriage covenant is a legally binding decision to unite a man and 
woman as husband and wife (see Rom. 7:1-6). Breaking this oath before 
death violates the moral law of God and forces the violation of other 
laws within the moral law. In fact, breaking the smallest part of the law 
breaks the whole law. God’s moral law is binding on everyone created in 
His image under the law. Death is judgment for violating the law of God. 
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We are under a legally binding contract with God to abide by His moral 
law. Death does not free us from the contractual obligations to God but 
is a sentence for rebelling, resulting in separation from God. 

Christ, the sinless “bondservant” of God in a way we cannot 
understand, took upon Himself the consequences of my sin, which is 
separation from God, breaking the binding of the law and rebinding once 
again under the law. I cease being a “slave” bound by sin to sin and 
become a “bondservant” bound to God by God. My place is secured in 
nothing I have done, for my master is either sin or God. 

A “slave” is someone bought and owned by another, having no 
rights, living and working at the whim of the master. A slave’s entire 
existence is bound to that of the master. The Western world has grown 
to abhor the reality of slavery. We despise the implication of the word 
and have been taught to hate the existence of slavery, knowing there are 
places in the world, even in the Western world, where slavery continues 
to thrive. Slavery is part of the corrupted nature of sin which desires to 
control others. This mindset has diluted the concept of slavery to the 
place where the one controlled by sin refuses to acknowledge they are 
enslaved.  

A “bondservant” on the other hand, is someone who was a slave, 
given the opportunity for freedom and decided to remain in the service of 
their Master. Again, there is a great chasm between understanding the 
concept of a “bondservant” and the freedoms available in the Western 
world. In a place where I can change jobs at will for whatever reason, I 
learn to serve only myself. I must learn to relinquish control. Christ has the 
morphe of a bondservant. Since I am hidden in Him I am freed from the 
binding to sin as a slave and bound to God as a servant. 

I have been bought out of the slave market of sin and placed into 
service to God. Perhaps a better metaphor is I have died and been 
resurrected. Death breaks the control of sin over me and resurrection 
makes me new. This is a future, eternal truth which seems to conflict 
with the present reality. My fate depends not upon me but upon the One 
who owns me. 

Miriam	and	Aaron	

There are two instances in the Hebrew Scripture where the 
consequence of sin was infliction with leprosy. Without a doubt, leprosy 
was a disease which the people of Israel considered the worst affliction 
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God would visit upon anyone.  God’s law concerning leprosy, or any skin 
disease considered leprosy, was harsh and restrictive. I think, as I have said, 
the physical ailment of leprosy reflected the spiritual condition caused by 
sin.  No one who sinned could come into God’s presence without first 
being cleansed.  

Numbers 12 recounts an incident of sibling rivalry. Miriam and 
Aaron, Moses’ sister and brother, oppose him before God.  

Miriam is the oldest. Scripture doesn’t say but she may have been 
Moses’ sister who kept watch over him as he floated in the Nile. She may 
have been the one who offered to find a Hebrew woman for Pharaoh’s 
daughter to nurse the infant. Moses’ mother nursed him until he was 
weaned then she turned him over to Pharaoh’s daughter. Miriam saved 
Moses’ life.  

Aaron may have been older than Moses. Chances are he was. In 
Exodus 4, while Moses is arguing with God about whether he will go back 
to Egypt and be God’s spokesman, Aaron approaches. Moses claimed he 
could not speak well. “Then the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses and 
he said, “Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? I know that he can speak well. 
Behold, he is coming out to meet you, and when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart” 
(Exod. 4:14). They probably had not seen each other for 40 years. Aaron 
became the official spokesman for Moses who was the official spokesman 
for God.  

Before the spies were sent into Canaan, Miriam and Aaron 
confronted Moses about something they disliked. “Miriam and Aaron 
spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman whom he had married, for he had 
married a Cushite woman” (Num. 12:1). If you have been following the 
discussion about the moral law of God you will remember our personal, 
arbitrary “laws,” developed by ourselves, for ourselves, of which we 
require all including God to adhere, stand in direct opposition to 
God.  Miriam and Aaron decided to impose upon Moses their moral law 
and judge him according to their standards.  In doing this they sought to 
override God’s moral law and replace it with their own.  But this isn’t the 
real reason they were grumbling.  

Miriam, with I think Aaron hanging onto her skirts, felt ignored by 
God and used the excuse of a Cushite woman to express their 
indignation.  Moses was getting all the credit and they were getting 
none. Notice what they added to their complaint. “Has the Lord indeed 
spoken only through Moses? Has he not spoken through us also?” (Num. 12:2). 
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They wanted the limelight. Remember, a true servant deflects attention 
away from themselves toward their master, in this case God. They wanted 
Him to place them at the center of Israel’s attention.  

Those who are “poor in spirit” recognize their own sin and the sin of 
those around them and the sin of the world in which they live. Those who 
are rich in spirit cannot and will not recognize sin. Miriam and Aaron were 
rich in spirit, self-righteous according to their own standard.  

Next, those who “mourn” realize the consequences of their sin.  
Miriam and Aaron made themselves unaware of the consequences of 
their self-righteous demands upon Moses. Actually, they were making a 
demand upon God. Notice what Numbers 12:2 states. 

And the Lord heard it. (Num. 12:2) 

Do you want to make God angry? Tell Him you deserve more credit 
than He is giving you and definitely more than the one He appointed for 
His task is receiving. And make sure you tell Him this in front of His 
people. Those who “mourn” would not even consider making themselves 
greater than they are. They recognize how desperately poor and needy 
they are and how they are responsible before God.   

We’re going to skip over Moses being the meekest man on the “face 
of the earth” (Num. 12:3) for now.  

And suddenly the Lord said to Moses and to Aaron and Miriam, “Come out, 
you three, to the tent of meeting.” And the three of them came out. And the 
Lord came down in a pillar of cloud and stood at the entrance of the tent and 
called Aaron and Miriam, and they both came forward. And he said, “Hear 
my words: If there is a prophet among you, I the Lord make myself known to 
him in a vision; I speak with him in a dream. Not so with my servant Moses. 
He is faithful in all my house. With him I speak mouth to mouth, clearly, and 
not in riddles, and he beholds the form of the Lord. Why then were you not 
afraid to speak against my servant Moses?” And the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against them, and he departed. (Num. 12:4-9) 

From the moment God lifted Himself from the tent Miriam was 
leprous, “like snow.” It has been suggested since she was grumbling 
because Moses married a dark skinned woman from Cush God made her 
skin completely white. This is when Aaron began mourning for the loss 
of his sister. He knew, because of the Law and God’s command, his 
sister was as good as dead. Then Moses cried out to God on behalf of his 
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sister. It wasn’t Miriam who mourned. It was her brothers who saw the 
immediate consequences of her sin and grieved. They grieved deeply, and 
interceded for her.  

God’s response is just, compassionate, and still in the modern mind, 
harsh. “But the Lord said to Moses, ‘If her father had but spit in her face, should she 
not be shamed seven days? Let her be shut outside the camp seven days, and after that 
she may be brought in again’” (Num. 12:14). 

“If her father had spit in her face?” I cannot image a father spitting in his 
child’s face. I can image a father being so exasperated with his child, 
speaking fast and furiously, inadvertently spewing saliva as he rebukes the 
child. Leviticus 15 says being spat upon makes one unclean. They are to 
wash and stay outside the camp until evening. God extended the 
banishment for Miriam to seven days. None of the camp moved for those 
seven days. God disciplines us like a father disciplines a child. There are 
consequences to every sin.  

In Mark 7 Jesus opens the ears of a deaf man by putting “his fingers 
into his ears, and after spitting touched his tongue” (Mark 7:33). Jesus had just 
finished explaining to the people it was not what went into a person, 
what they ate, but what came out, from their hearts and heads, which 
defiled them. Driving the point home, He spit on a person in the process 
of healing that person. He did not need to spit to heal. But He did. Jesus 
wrote the law for the people of Israel to follow. His point then was to 
convince the people of their inability by following the Law to make 
themselves right before God. He knew exactly what He was doing with 
this man. He was healing him and driving home a point about the nature 
of sin. 

Sin comes from within a person.  Mourning reaches into the depths 
of the person and roots out sin, exposing it, allowing God, and the 
person mourning, to deal with sin completely. This is relentless 
compassion. 

A	Girl,	a	Pagan,	and	a	Prophet	

And he called the people to him and said to them, “Hear and understand: it is 
not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but what comes out of the 
mouth; this defiles a person.” (Matt. 15:10-11) 

Not every God appointed authority seeks God. In this world, most 
seek their own end. This does not mean they are not appointed by God 
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to fill the position which He has determined. He places them where He 
wills and He removes them at His will. God also appoints men who 
represent Him before the people, who follow Him with their whole heart 
and speak for Him. We may not see the difference between the two, yet 
know one wants the acclaim of the world and the other serves God. For 
the former, the desire is for everything the world has to offer and 
nothing of God. For the latter, the desire is for all God gives, and 
nothing the world has to offer. Mostly. 

In Israel during the time of the kings there lived a man named Elisha, 
the prophet or Seer of God. He had been the servant of Elijah, who was 
taken into heaven without dying. Elisha also had a servant named Gehazi. 
As servants of their master, Elisha spoke for God and Gehazi spoke for 
Elisha. 

Israel, the Northern Kingdom, was in constant conflict with the 
surrounding nations. Syria, to the East, raided Israel over and over. 
One of Syria’s commanders, Naaman, battle hardened and brilliant, had 
an Israeli servant girl, captured and carried off during a raid when she 
was young. Naaman was a leper, having a skin disease, possibly a white 
spot, which brought him shame and made him unclean. Remember, 
leprosy was considered by the Hebrews punishment for some sin. In 
the minds of the Israeli people Naaman’s leprosy was judgment from 
God. He raided Israel and stole their children. Yet, here is a remarkable 
statement from a stolen child.  

Now the Syrians on one of their raids had carried off a little girl from the land of 
Israel, and she worked in the service of Naaman’s wife. She said to her mistress, 
“Would that my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure 
him of his leprosy.” So Naaman went in and told his lord, “Thus and so spoke 
the girl from the land of Israel.” (2 Kings 5:2-4) 

She, a child of God, wanted to help her earthly master. Had not God 
made Naaman her master, her authority. She mourned for the sin of her 
master and sought his best interests in telling him how he could be 
healed. These are the characteristics of a true servant. 

Naaman went to Elisha with elaborate payment to buy his freedom 
from leprosy. Elisha accepted none of his offerings, told him what to do 
to be healed and sent him on his way. Grudgingly, Naaman followed the 
prophet’s instructions and was healed. With his healing of the body came 
a healing of the soul and spirit. 
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Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and he came 
and stood before him. And he said, “Behold, I know that there is no God in all 
the earth but in Israel; so accept now a present from your servant.”  

But he said, “As the Lord lives, before whom I stand, I will receive none.” 
And he urged him to take it, but he refused.  

Then Naaman said, “If not, please let there be given to your servant two 
mules’ load of earth, for from now on your servant will not offer burnt offering or 
sacrifice to any god but the Lord. In this matter may the Lord pardon your 
servant: when my master goes into the house of Rimmon to worship there, leaning 
on my arm, and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, when I bow myself in the 
house of Rimmon, the Lord pardon your servant in this matter.”  

He said to him, “Go in peace.” (2 Kings 5:15-19) 

We cannot sell God’s grace. Nor can we buy it. It is free to His 
children, His friends and His enemies. Some of these enemies turn away 
from the world and turn toward Him. Elisha would take nothing from 
Israel’s enemy but gave freely, healing and dirt. Naaman also had a God 
appointed authority but would never again worship the false, deceptive 
illusion his authority worshipped. Never again. Naaman mourned over 
sin and remained a servant. 

Now we come to Gehazi, the servant of Elisha. Did he not know his 
master, or the Master of his master. Had he not learned anything? He 
knew how to think but his thinking was wrong, as deceptive as the false 
image worshipped by the Syrian king.  In the thinking of his heart he 
decided he and Israel were owed something by this guilty pagan. “See, my 
master has spared this Naaman the Syrian, in not accepting from his hand what he 
brought. As the Lord lives, I will run after him and get something from him.” (2 
Kings 5:20). He justified his sin using his own moral standard, not that of 
God. He turned Elisha’s words upside down and rebelled against the 
wishes of his master and his master’s Master. He coveted and excused his 
covetousness, even using God as a justification. If Elisha would not 
benefit then he, himself, would.  

He felt entitled and then he lied.  

“All is well. My master has sent me to say, ‘There have just now come to me 
from the hill country of Ephraim two young men of the sons of the prophets. 
Please give them a talent of silver and two festal garments.’”  

And Naaman said, “Be pleased to accept two talents.” And he urged him 
and tied up two talents of silver in two bags, with two festal garments, and laid 
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them on two of his servants. And they carried them before Gehazi. And when he 
came to the hill, he took them from their hand and put them in the house, and he 
sent the men away, and they departed. (2 Kings 5:22-24) 

He lied when he requested the items. He lied when he brought them 
back, hiding them. Have you every hidden something you knew you were 
not supposed to have? And when Elisha confronted him he lied again. 
Was there so little understanding of truth, of himself and the God of 
Israel that he could lie so blatantly without acknowledging he lied? Then 
to have the audacity to go and serve his master as if nothing were wrong? 
Gehazi’s heart was hard and he could not see the sin he had so blithely 
committed.  

Elisha saw the sin, revealed to him by God, and he mourned. “Did 
not my heart go when the man turned from his chariot to meet you?” (2 Kings 5:26). 
Elisha knew with his whole person the sin his servant committed. He 
grieved and mourned knowing the dire consequences of such obvious 
rebellion. It was a rebellion which brought remorse but not repentance. 
Remorse is grief because one has been caught, found out. Had he not 
been caught he never would have repented. Having been caught he was 
closer to repentance. There is nothing in Scripture which suggests Gehazi 
ever repented.  

Three things happened next. Gehazi carried Naaman’s leprosy for the 
rest of his life. He had been clean. Now he was a leper, his skin “like snow” 
(2 Kings 5:27). Gehazi’s descendants carried Naaman’s leprosy until he had 
no more descendants. His sin was carried by his family, just as Adam sin is 
carried by all. Jesus, the head of the body of Christ, gives us His 
righteousness. I cannot buy His righteousness, or sell it, or earn it, or ever 
be divested of it. I am identified with Him just as Man is identified with 
Adam and Gehazi’s descendants are identified with their father.  

Finally, Gehazi “went out from his presence” (2 Kings 5:27). He was no 
longer a servant of Elisha. He would no longer speak for Elisha, 
although he would try. He continued to refer to himself as the servant of 
the man of God. He continued to extol the great things done by Elisha. 
He would continue to lift himself up, live according to his own moral 
code, seek the attention of those in the world (see 2 Kings 8:1-6). When 
he left Elisha’s presence, it was permanent. Scripture does not lie. 

Mourning over the consequences of sin is a gift, a grace of God, of 
grief and of repentance. 
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Jonah	and	Nineveh	

Another example from the Hebrew Scripture of mourning over sin is 
the experience of Jonah as he goes to Nineveh. 

Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, “Arise, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it, for their evil has come up before 
me.” But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. (Jon. 1:1-3) 

God sent Jonah to Nineveh because of its “great evil.” Historical 
documents and discoveries have revealed the evil which the kings and 
soldiers and peoples of Nineveh practiced. Was their evil any different 
than that of the people before the flood? “The LORD saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of 
his heart was only evil continually.” (Genesis 6:5). 

Nineveh, an old city, was the Assyrian capital and had conquered the 
land of many of the nations around Israel. They were ruthless, not allowing 
any to fight or rebel against them. One of the hallmarks of Assyrian 
domination was the exile of the people conquered and the land resettled by 
another conquered people. Many of the captives were taken back to 
Nineveh and tortured to death. Yet, God exercised compassion toward 
these people. 

In the early eighth century B.C., somewhere between 810 and 760 
B.C., Jonah was commanded by God to go to Nineveh. Scripture 
contains many prophecies against non-Hebrew cities throughout the 
known world. These prophecies fill books in the Hebrew Scripture. Only 
once do we find God showing compassion to a whole city that is not a 
Hebrew city.  

Jonah was a known Prophet of God in Israel. He carried the 
characteristics of a prophet as discussed earlier in this series.  Prophets 
love truth and hate the lie, especially within themselves. He recognized 
sin and the utter horror of sin. He knew God intimately and saw himself 
truthfully. One of the critical concerns facing every Prophet, men still 
corrupted by sin, is pride. Jonah rebelled against God by going in the 
opposite direction, away from Nineveh. 

Jonah’s disobedient reaction to the command of God to go to 
Nineveh does not fit that of a Prophet of God. Are there other examples 
of true prophets not doing what God has commanded? Moses balked at 
being sent to Pharaoh but became the strongest leader in Israel’s history.  

Some have concluded Jonah must not have known God well because he 
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tried to flee from God by going to Tarshish. A critical reading of the rest of 
the book will show Jonah does know God and knows Him well. He 
probably decided to go to Tarshish because it was the first ship he could find 
going anywhere in the opposite direction of Nineveh. He went over the sea 
to a distant land instead of going over the land into the hands of the enemies 
of God.  

A question remains. Why would God want to send Jonah to 
Nineveh? I think there is an answer which may be obvious to us but 
hidden from Jonah. 

Jonah finally makes it to Nineveh. But not until after his disobedient 
actions bring him into horrendous circumstances and threatened the lives 
of uninvolved people. His ship is threatened by a storm. Its crew, facing 
a tortuous fear of dying at sea as their ship is destroyed, breaking apart 
around them in a raging storm. Knowing God was after him he tells his 
shipmates to cast him into the sea. At first, they refuse, valuing Jonah’s 
life more than their own safety. Finally, they relent, begging God’s 
forgiveness as they put Jonah in the rolling waters. 

Jonah was swallowed by a great fish and probably dies in its gut.  
Chapter two of Jonah is a precursor to the death, burial and 

resurrection of Jesus, the Christ. God miraculously saves Jonah from 
rebelling completely against Him by having him die, or at least come 
close to death, in the belly of a big fish. Inside of the fish Jonah repents 
of his sin and agrees to go to Nineveh. “And the LORD spoke to the fish, 
and it vomited Jonah out upon the dry land.” (Jon. 2:10). 

Nineveh was a huge city in comparison to the other cities of the 
world at that time. It took three days to walk through the city. Jonah 
walked into Nineveh a day’s journey and delivered God’s message to the 
people. “And he called out, ‘Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!’” 
(Jon. 3:4). A surprising thing happens. “And the people of Nineveh believed 
God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least 
of them” (Jon. 3:5). They believed Jonah who was speaking for God. How 
many gods did they have? Hundreds! No one knows the political setting 
in which Jonah preached. It is obvious God had been preparing these 
people for Jonah’s message. We are given only the information we need 
to know. These people, with their heads and their hearts, believed the 
God of the Hebrews was going to destroy them, and they repented. They 
mourned over their sin and rebellion against God. 
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The word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, removed his 
robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. And he issued a 
proclamation and published through Nineveh, “By the decree of the king and his 
nobles: Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything. Let them not 
feed or drink water, but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and let 
them call out mightily to God. Let everyone turn from his evil way and from the 
violence that is in his hands. Who knows? God may turn and relent and turn 
from his fierce anger, so that we may not perish.” (Jon. 3:6-9) 

God knew they would repent, saw their hearts and did not bring 
upon them the disaster He planned. Look at the characteristics of 
repentance in their reaction to Jonah’s message. They fasted, a sign of 
deep grief and mourning over sin. They covered themselves with 
sackcloth. They did not dress as if nothing was wrong. When a people in 
the Hebrew Scripture mourned they did so with their complete person. 
They changed what they had been doing, turned away from violence, 
from lying and stealing and committing adultery. They changed their 
demeanor and the way they lived because they recognized sin and 
realized the consequences of sin.  

Now look at Jonah and his reaction to the true repentance of the 
people of Nineveh. In the entire last chapter of the book Jonah throws a 
juvenile temper-tantrum. He is angry at God and tells why he did not 
want to go to the wicked city of Nineveh.  

“O Lord, is not this what I said when I was yet in my country? That is why I 
made haste to flee to Tarshish; for I knew that you are a gracious God and 
merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from 
disaster. (Jon. 4:3) 

Those who think Jonah did not know God do not understand the 
ramifications of this intimately knowledgeable understanding of God. 

Jonah was angry with God because He spared wicked people. Jonah 
wanted them to die and believed they deserved the full wrath of 
God. Perhaps Jonah knew the Northern Kingdom, against whom he 
delivered the prophecies of God because of their rebellion, was sooner 
or later going to be taken over by Assyria or the next big power from the 
East. He didn’t want this to happen. He wanted God to destroy Israel’s 
enemies. Nineveh was a true enemy of Israel. God decided to not destroy 
Nineveh so Jonah went outside the city to pout.  
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“And should not I pity Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than 
120,000 persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also 
much cattle?” (Jon. 4:11) 

Jonah, the prophet of God, did not “mourn” for the people of Nineveh 
who were not, by his standard, God’s people. He was grieved God did not 
destroy these people. Yet, the people of Nineveh mourned and grieved 
that God was going to punish them and they repented. God saw their 
hearts and relented. God is gracious and we, who recognize sin and realize 
the consequences of sin, have a no right to complain against Him. 

In 722 BC, within a lifetime, Assyria conquered the Northern 
Kingdom of Israel and carried its people off to exile forever, replacing 
them with another conquered people who did not know God. God did 
this because of the continuing sin of the people of the Northern 
Kingdom after warning them over and over to return to Him. He sent 
prophets, including Jonah, to the people and leaders of the Northern 
Kingdom. These prophets were ignored by the people and leaders. 
Where the people of Nineveh turned with one word from Jonah the 
people of the Northern Kingdom refused centuries of warnings.  

Perhaps, God was preparing Assyria to receive those who were His, 
sent Jonah ahead of the soon to be exiles. God’s compassion toward those 
who repent is prevalent. Jonah’s story is filled with God’s grace toward all 
and a prominent notice, over 700 hundred years before the fact, of what 
He decided to accomplish in the life, death, resurrection and ascension of 
Jesus Christ. 

The	Corinthians	

For even if I made you grieve with my letter, I do not regret it—though I did regret 
it, for I see that that letter grieved you, though only for a while. As it is, I rejoice, 
not because you were grieved, but because you were grieved into repenting. For you 
felt a godly grief, so that you suffered no loss through us. For godly grief produces a 
repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief produces 
death. For see what earnestness this godly grief has produced in you, but also what 
eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal, 
what punishment! At every point you have proved yourselves innocent in the matter. 
So although I wrote to you, it was not for the sake of the one who did the wrong, 
nor for the sake of the one who suffered the wrong, but in order that your earnestness 
for us might be revealed to you in the sight of God. (2 Cor. 7:8-12) 
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Paul lived in Corinth for 18 months teaching these new Christians all 
they needed to know to live a righteous life before God in their 
world. He left, driven out by an unruly mob of Jews who accused him of 
teaching false ideas about God. When the Roman authority refused be 
involved against Paul the mob beat Sosthenes, the leader of the local 
synagogue (see Acts 18 and 1 Cor. 1:1). 

Sometime after Paul left the city the Corinthian Christians wrote him 
a letter asking questions about eating food offered to idols. Before he 
answered their specific questions he dealt with many others sinful actions 
into which they had fallen. He heard about their soiled reputation from 
the many people who traveled to see him who described the struggles 
with sin plaguing the Corinthian Christians. 

Paul deliberately confronted the sin of the Corinthians in his first 
letter to them. Their sin was blatant and demanded a rebuke by their 
spiritual authority. Not until the last two chapters of this letter does Paul 
have anything commendable to say about the Corinthian Christians. Not 
even chapter 12-14, Paul’s teaching on grace gifts of God, is a positive 
reflection on the work of the Corinthians. God inspired Paul’s letter, 
designing the words to cause grief and mourning because of their sin and 
then to bring them to true repentance. His letter worked.  

Two things happened when Paul wrote to the Corinthians. At first 
his letter probably caused anger at such a sharp, documented rebuke. But 
finally his letter caused them to grieve and “mourn”. “For I wrote to you out 
of much affliction and anguish of heart and with many tears, not to cause you pain but 
to let you know the abundant love that I have for you” (2 Cor. 2:4). It was 
astounding to him they should sin so grievously. They argued and 
quarreled, they ate and got drunk, they took each other to court before 
the gentiles, they allowed sexual sin to occur unabated within their midst. 
Instead of going to them and rebuking them face to face, which would 
have caused much more grief, he wrote them a letter outlining their sin.  

Used here the word for “grief” or “sorrow” or “pain” is a verb 
denoting action on the part of the person. Paul wanted them to know the 
full extent of his grief and sorrow so they might identify with him. He 
wanted to test them to force them to look at themselves, to examine 
themselves and recognize sin. It is not the same word used in Matthew 
5:3 for mourning but its effect is almost identical. They saw what they 
were doing and it caused them Godly sorrow.  

It is important the Church confront sin uncompromisingly. There 
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can be no vacillating when it comes to sin within the body of Christ. But 
this confrontation must be done in a way which allows God to convict 
the person, or group of people, breaking their will without breaking their 
spirit. We are His instruments. We do not wield ourselves against sin but 
allow God to wield us as He see fit. This is a difficult place and is only 
attained by having a right relationship with Him who directs.  

Paul draws a distinction between godly and worldly grief. Godly 
mourning brings repentance. Worldly grieving brings remorse. There is a 
huge difference between these two words and the motivations they 
describe. Repentance is turning away from sin. Remorse is being hurt 
because of being caught. Repentance happens whether others know of the 
sin or not. Remorse always happens in a crowd and is more akin to 
embarrassment. No one feels remorse without being prompted. Only the 
Holy Spirit prompts to repentance. 

We see in Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians how they, touched 
by God, turned away from specific sins. There was one specific sin Paul 
confronted in his letter where he suggested they turn the evil person over 
to Satan so his flesh would die but his spirit be saved. “You are to deliver 
this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the 
day of the Lord” (1 Cor. 5:5). Here is another instance where God will 
allow a person to sin to a point but no further. God’s judgment against 
sin is death, which is separation from that which sustains life. All 
physically die because of sin. There is the possibility of being removed 
from the world through death because the Christian embraces sin to the 
detriment of the body of Christ, to the questioning of their place before 
God. However, we know, because of Paul’s letters to the Corinthians, 
God will not separate Himself from any He has redeemed in Christ. This 
does not excuse sin but demonstrates the limits to the divine patience.  

As servants of God we are directed by Him to live His will in an 
intimate relationship with Him, not just do His will mechanically without 
thinking. Our lives are a confrontation of sin by a life of righteousness. 
Christians who confront sin in the Church according to the will of God, by 
His direction, will affect the one sinning.  Christians who do not confront 
sin in themselves and the Church will eventually cease serving God.  This 
is dangerous for God will not abide unrepentant sin in His people.  
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Conclusion	

One of the world’s stereotypes of serious Christians is their lack of 
humor, almost sour personality. For the Christian it would seem the 
continual struggle with sin, the war which rages within those who follow 
Christ, anything which may resemble contentment and tolerance is 
treasonous toward God. Swinging the pendulum to the opposite side in 
an effort to weaken the acerbic stereotype many modern Christians 
embrace entertainment, games and fun. Both extremes offer poor 
examples to the world by revealing motivations designed to point at self 
by either separation from or embracing of the world. Both extremes are 
an illusion. Our fallen nature demands we point at self and not God. 
However, we are commanded to not allow our struggle with sin to 
compromise our testimony before the world. Nor are we to allow an 
illusion of happiness to reinforce sinful rebellion against God. 

In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus gives, in short eloquent 
statements, a description of what a citizen of the kingdom of heaven 
looks like before God and the world. Integral to these statements are the 
demands we confront the true nature of sin, its reality and power, its 
enslaving control over those fallen because of the rebellion of Adam. He 
states “blessed are the “poor in spirit” because theirs is the kingdom of heaven” 
(Matt. 5:3). This is the first element of the description of the citizen of 
God’s kingdom. Those who are “poor in spirit” recognize the truth and 
reality of sin and hate sin because it is a lie while loving God because He 
is truth. 

Mourning is the next element following those who are “poor in spirit”. 
Those who “mourn” are those who, after realizing the reality of sin and 
rebellion against God, recognize the consequences of sin for themselves 
and for others. These are the ones who repent, and turn from their sin, 
toward God.  

Made in the image of God every person has the internal motivation 
and desire to have a relationship with their Creator. Mourning, or 
grieving, is an emotional response to the consequences of sin, which is 
separation from God. Yet, the emotional response is evidence of a 
greater focus than self. Deep grieving associated with the recognition of 
sin points to the absolute moral standard of God. Our emotions are 
indicators of His morality which He has given us in His image. That the 
image is corrupted does not negate the morality, or the moral code, to 
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which we adhere as a natural part of our being. We fight against the 
moral code while we fight against God.  

God’s judgment of sin, which is the violation of God’s absolute 
moral code, is death. Physical death is separation from that which 
sustains physical life. All need food, water and air. These needs are part 
of the natural law God established when He created the universe, the 
earth and the creatures that dwell upon the earth. Physical life is a 
reflection of spiritual life. Since physical death is separation from that 
which sustains physical life spiritual death is separation from that which 
sustains spiritual life. Spiritual death is separation from God. Conversely, 
spiritual life is eternity with God and without sin.  

According to Scripture, “man does not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that comes from the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4; see Deut. 8:3). We do not need 
anything other than God to sustain life. There are examples from Scripture 
where one or all of the elements needed to sustain physical life were 
removed from a person yet they continued to live because God sustained 
their life. There are examples from Scripture where a person died and was 
raised from the dead. God sustains physical life. But, He has placed 
physical laws over all life which cannot be violated but can be suspended 
by Him. Miracles are God suspending the physical laws for a moment 
because He can. However, God will not terminate the physical laws as long 
as His created universe exists. Suspension is momentary. After He has 
accomplished His desired purpose His physical laws return to normal 
because He determined they be as they are.  

When a person dies their physical body decomposes but their 
spiritual self does not cease to exist. God did not create man in His 
image to cause man to cease to exist. Though the body dies the person 
does not, unless they are separated from that which gives spiritual life. 
Then they continue to exist without having life. This is called hell. 
Thinking about hell should cause one deep, uncontrolled fear and 
mourning.  

Separation from God is judgment against sin. God has to judge sin 
because of His eternal moral code based upon His eternal being. Since 
there is nothing we can do to right our relationship with God, corruption 
is absolute, God must do something. He created us to have a relationship 
with Him and continues wanting us to have that relationship. We don’t 
have a relationship because we do not want to. Through Jesus Christ’s 
death on the cross, God has redeemed those who are His. Through His 
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resurrection and the giving of the Spirit to those who are His, He 
guarantees their eternal existence with Him. Our sin cost Jesus more than 
we can know.  

Yet, Jesus does not stop at telling us we are to “mourn” over the 
consequences of sin and that those who do are blessed. He says those 
who “mourn” will be comforted. The word for “comfort” means to call 
someone over in order to instruct them, to exhort or comfort them, to 
console. The word comes from another word, to call, used to describe 
the work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the one belonging to God.  

We were once separated from God, under His wrath based upon His 
righteous judgment because of our violation of His moral code. Now we 
are recipients of His divine pleasure and instruction through the work of 
the Holy Spirit. We are comforted by the One Who Comforts.  

Love for God made real by those who realize the lie of sin, those 
who are “poor in spirit”, motivates those who “mourn” to show their 
love within their eternal selves. Their desire is service, placing God 
before all else, because of His sacrifice for sin. Jesus came to serve and 
demands we follow Him if we are His disciple. 

You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones 
exercise authority over them. It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be 
great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you 
must be your slave, even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many. (Matt. 20:25-28) 

Where recognizing the consequence of sin is deep mourning, 
recognizing the consequence of Christ’s sacrifice is even deeper, eternal 
service. Such service from duty only is still service but the motivation is not 
love. From such service are the perpetually unattractive Christians made. 
Service from a reaction to change the negative stereotypes of the world is 
still service. From such service comes a tolerance for that which God does 
not tolerate, rebellion against Him. Nothing motivated by the thinking of 
the world may be deemed righteous. Just as Jesus abandoned Himself for 
our eternal benefit so He calls us to abandon ourselves for Him. 

True servants are those who are more concerned with the thinking 
of the One they serve than of anyone else. Such a motivation for service 
leads naturally, according to the teaching of Jesus in the Sermon on the 
Mount, to the motivation of “meekness.” 
	


