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Blessed are the Meek 
Introduction	

 Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. (Matt. 5:5) 

Every group has its jargon, words with specific meanings for specific 
purposes used by the group to communicate quickly. Even within the group,  
assumptions are made all know what is being said. Often what is said carries 
undefined or even unexplainable assumptions. At other times, words used 
carry meaning which changed over time and with use. Meekness is one such 
word, viewed as a negative, undesirable personality flaw in the modern world.  

Meekness is equated with weakness, being spineless, not sticking up for 
oneself, being a door-mat. There is no passion in the word but mild 
acquiescence to uncontrollable circumstances. When Jesus is called “meek” 
or “gentle” He is seen in a negative light. This gives an inaccurate description 
of who He is and how He lived His life. There is nothing weak about Jesus. 
His gentleness comes from His compassion and mercy but there is a sword in 
His mouth. Our definition of meekness does not accurately describe the 
person who carries that personality trait.  

Does the word “meek” as used by the world describe someone who 
endured the cross to save those He loved? 

We must change the way we think. Jesus demanded we think differently, 
not like the world, whose mind and emotions are corrupted by sin. We must 
relearn how to think in a manner originally determined by God. This has been 
a foundational principal of the Sermon on the Mount and the description of 
the Christian contained therein. Even though we are only at the third statement 
in the Sermon, all of Jesus’ words, all of His teaching, challenge our 
misconception of what it means to be a human created in God’s image, saved 
by grace and in process and preparation for eternity. 

God is not weak. Nothing in His creation is supposed to be weak. Since 
Man is stamped with His image, no one is supposed to be weak. Since there is 
weakness in people, perceived and real, the weakness is a result of the 
corruption of sin. Corruption weakens everything it touches, including our 
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witness when we use words and phrases which mean something to us but we 
know not what, and mean nothing to those in the world. 

Jesus continues giving a list of those characteristics and personality traits 
which describe the citizen of the kingdom of heaven. This is the third 
statement. “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth” (Matt. 5:5). He is 
deliberate in His descriptions. First, the citizen is poor in spirit. They are not 
self-righteous but recognize their sin and hate it. Second, they mourn. After 
seeing their sin they realize the consequences. We are not what God originally 
intended.  We do not fulfill the purpose He gave when He put His image in 
man because of sin. Recognizing sin brings a deep, emotional grief. His third 
statement brings the element of decision to His description of the Christian. 
Christians recognize sin and mourn over the consequences of sin. Now, each 
Christian must do something.  

Let me be clear, if I can. Nothing anyone does is enough to right a 
relationship destroyed by sin.  

Let me be clear. Obedience to God carries no merit before God.  
Let me continue being clear. We, you and I must still do something, must 

make a decision demanded by God. We must decide to obey Him. Any other 
decision we make is disobedience. God demands we exercise our wills in 
obedience to Him. When Jesus tells us what it takes to be His disciple He is 
demanding absolute, unqualified obedience. We cannot be obedient 
independent from Him any more than we can pick up a cross which He has 
not already carried. 

Here is another element of the image of God in Man. That element is 
our volition, our wills. This element works in conjunction with all the other 
elements we carry within the image of God given us. He gave us a mind, the 
intellect. With it we recognize the fact of sin. He gave us emotions, the means 
of interpreting His moral code. We mourn with our emotions over the 
realization of the consequences of sin, of the violation of God’s moral code. 
Now, we confront the will, our volition, in doing exactly what God 
commands we do. Here is the turning point. We will do what our mind and 
emotions tells us to do. We do not have the option of living dishonest lives 
described by undefined words and phrases which carry hollow meaning 
designed only to make us feel good.  

Meekness is God’s strength in those who are His under His control. This 
is a necessary distinction. Meekness is not His strength under our control. We 
cannot control Him. Nor is it His strength in us under His control without 
our consent, as if we played no part or had no stake in the results. Meekness 
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is our recognition of God’s work and acknowledgment the outcome of His 
working is accomplished in spite of our involvement, not because of it. 

 All He has for the citizen of His kingdom, those who remain in this 
world, is given through the conduit of faith. However, faith is much more 
than a conduit. Faith is uniquely suited to act as the focal point of all the tools 
available, bringing them to bear against any of the weapons of the enemy of 
the Christian. God’s strength in meekness is given through faith. 

In	God’s	Strength	
Rarely do people recognize perspective which is not their own. We see 

ourselves as we want, as we have been trained or as we have trained ourselves. 
From our vantage, we see how circumstance affects us or impact our lives. 
Expectations, either great or small, are built and developed and hardened in the 
thinking of our hearts, which demand others meet and adhere to them. Anger 
flares when expectations are not met or fulfilled and we fight harder, flee 
farther or do nothing quaking at the “unreasonableness” of those who dare 
challenge our position.  Are not expectations a fixing of our eyes upon some 
dream made possible by our own strengths or reduced to nothing by the 
weaknesses of others? Do we not see ourselves as strong and others as weak? 
Or, perhaps, we see ourselves as weak and others as stronger. 

False humility magnifies weakness as a point of pride. Their expectation of 
others is high and of themselves is low or nonexistent. Arrogance, on the other 
hand, magnifies strength as a point of pride. Their expectation of others is 
low and for themselves is high, even unreasonably high. 

“Meek” is translated “humble” or “gentle.” One phrase used to describe 
“meekness” is “strength under control.”  This phrase leaves the impression the 
individual is in control while responsible for their strength. Perhaps, from the 
world’s perspective, that is from the perspective of each individual in the world 
with their various expectations, they are free to do or not, depending upon 
their training and discipline.  But there are conditions over which no one has 
control, in themselves or in others.  All sin is missing the mark, as determined 
by the God of creation and upon whom the image of God given people is 
based. All die. Death is a consequence of sin and judgment of God against the 
rebellion of the person. What is the implication of these truths? We may view 
ourselves as strong but our strength is never enough to make us right before 
God. Arrogance before God will only bring His wrath. False humility before 
God will only bring His judgment. 

In the Sermon on the Mount the word “meekness” demands, not a loss 
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of control but a relinquishing of control. Meekness is God’s strength in His 
person under His control. Here, “meek” implies disciplined action under the 
direction of a greater authority, resulting in honor to that greater authority 
and not to the instrument of the action. While the instrument is a living 
person, that person’s nature and temperament are taken into consideration by 
God when being used by Him. A meek disposition is one which will not 
resist the leading of God in taking a specific or generally necessary action and 
will not try to accomplish God’s will in their strength. 

Characteristics	of	Meekness	
A meek person is seen by the world as someone who has difficulty making 

any decision, then waffling when the decision demands steadfast resolve. From 
the world’s perspective, this idea of meekness is wholly true. Yet, those who 
live in God’s strength are meek before Him, rely upon His strength and are 
firm in their decisions and unbending in their stance when it comes to applying 
that decision. It is the disposition of working with people in a gentle, humble 
yet uncompromising manner while remaining resolute which defines meekness.  

One of the standard examples for meekness is the image of a Clydesdale 
Horse, one of the largest and strongest horses created. My image of these 
horses is bushy hoofs and flying manes hauling huge wagons through snow. 
With their heads tossing and their nostrils flaring, great puffs of mist blowing 
out in the winter, they look horribly fierce and intimidating. But they are as 
gentle as they are intelligent. A small child leads them by the reigns unafraid. 
Their giant strength is under the control of a gentle disposition. Should their 
fury rise the surrounding destruction would be great.  

Inner strength does not need to fortify an outward appearance. Those 
with true inner strength have no need to show off to anyone. Such inner 
strength is complete and sure of self, under control, not out of control. Such 
control comes through time and experience and discipline.  

God teaches those with such dispositions, training them for a specific 
place in His kingdom. His training begins where all His training begins, with 
the admission of sin, bringing the person to the absolute certainty they are 
not only incapable of accomplishing anything righteous, but are completely 
sinful. They must first experience poverty of spirit, the absolute recognition 
of sin in themselves and those around. This recognition must stop them in 
their tracks, keeping them from moving toward that which is abhorrent, even 
though pulled by the desires of rebellion.  

To stop sinning is not enough. They must turn away from sin. It is the 
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turning from sin, known as repentance, which dissolves their personal strength. 
With the realization of sin comes recognition of the consequences of sin, the 
separation from God the source of Life, and the absolute inability to do 
anything righteous. It is the turning away from sin, called by God through the 
sacrifice of His Son, which breaks the bonds of sin upon the person. Here, the 
person becomes a bondservant of God and ceases being a slave to sin. Their 
strength is gone but their will is not broken. Repentance makes a willing 
servant of one who knew only how to serve themselves and sin.  

When anyone turns away from sin they must then turn toward that which 
is not sin, otherwise they spin in a complete circle and begin, once again, 
moving toward that which enslaved them. Turning away from sin means they 
must turn toward God. If turning away from sin is repentance then turning 
toward God is faith. If recognizing sin takes intelligence, believing the 
evidence of sin, and turning away from sin demands repentance, the 
emotional recognition that God’s moral law has been violated and they 
receive His just sentence, then faith may be characterized as an activity of the 
will where one relinquishes control of themselves to the object of their faith. 
Faith involves believing the evidence of the Object, emotionally trusting the 
Object and willfully following the Object. Faith demands the whole person 
focus upon the Object of faith.  

God is the object of true faith. For any to make themselves or any other 
person the object of faith is to have the perspective God does not own that 
place in creation rightfully His. 

God	Working	

And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ. (Phil. 1:6) 

Faith always has an object. Even when we turn away from something we 
must turn toward something else. In every circumstance we are moving toward 
the object of our faith. Faith’s object draws and attracts and compels the person 
to move forward, approaching the object with a steady pace and deliberate intent. 
It is the object which has shown itself desirable and trustworthy.  

But, what happens when we discover the object of faith is not desirable 
and trustworthy?  What happens when we see the evidence of the hollow 
promise and the devious intent to enslave and destroy? Do we not find 
another object and turn toward it? We may face every which way at one time 
or another, first placing faith in this object and then that one, only to discover 
the evidence of empty promises until we are overcome with despair. Many 
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decide even if the empty promise is a lie they have to face some direction and 
move toward some object in order to keep control. 

Is there an object upon which we can have faith which is not a lie? 
Faith’s object cannot be a thing. Faith’s object must be a person with whom 
we may have a relationship, knowing both intellectually and intimately and 
growing in that knowledge. Yet, first the person must recognize the lie and 
desire truth, then realize the consequences of the lie and the consequences of 
knowing truth. There is only One upon whom faith has substance. Turning 
away from sin toward another sin does not substantiate faith. Turning away 
from sin toward God opens the conduit of faith. God must be the Object 
because no other object is capable of fulfilling the promises of faith 
guaranteed by faith. No other object is trustworthy. 

Jesus gives a spiritually discerned progression of events through which the 
Christian must move to achieve the goals of the kingdom. Sin, by its very 
nature, fights against the goals of the kingdom and seeks to make the Christian 
ineffective in achieving those goals.  

We must willfully relinquish control of ourselves to God. Faith changes 
the object from self to God, from sin to God.  

Faith is the conduit through which God delivers everything the citizen of 
His Kingdom needs to live in a world which hates Him and them. There is 
nothing else which will give the necessary tools to live a righteous life. Having 
faith in an object other than God means continued rebellion, self-righteousness 
and rejection of God’s just judgment against sin. In order for faith to function 
the will of the citizen must come completely under God’s control.  

Responsibility	
God’s image in Man is found both in the spiritual person and in the soul 

of the person. It is not physical. We cannot define the spiritual. We can 
define elements of the soul. Three of these elements are the mind, emotions 
and will. Being poor in spirit engages the mind. Those who mourn engage the 
emotions, which help interpret the moral law of God. Meekness is an activity 
of the will.  

You may ask how is meekness something done by will power alone? Do 
not jump to conclusions based upon faulty, incomplete thinking. Do not 
detract from or add to Jesus’ teaching. His purpose in placing “blessed are the 
meek, for they will inherit the earth” here is intentional, deliberate. Meekness is 
part of the process of being a citizen of His kingdom. It is not a characteristic 
smiled upon by the world. This statement, like the previous two statements 
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and all of Jesus’ teaching, has the opposite outcome from the teaching of the 
world. Jesus’ teaching is diametrically opposed to everything taught and 
believed in the world. 

We are intellectually and intimately capable of having faith in the true 
Object. He has all of the qualifications for the Object of faith because He 
determined what they are. To place one’s faith in an object other than God is 
an act of willful rebellion and idolatry. Saying anything other than God can 
fulfill His purpose displaces Him as the center, which is His rightful place. 
Replacing Him with anything else says we are not as He created us and that 
His image in us is either not true or changed.  

Faith, the conduit through which God delivers all we need to live as a citizen 
of His kingdom in this world, is clogged. Not at His end but at ours. Sin has 
stopped up our ability to receive, not God’s ability to deliver. God, the Object of 
faith, remains true. It is the subjects who cannot receive what is offered or 
delivered through a faith which is false.  

Since faith is only the conduit we must recognize the difference between 
what is delivered, or offered for delivery, what is promised, and the vessel 
through which it is delivered.  

We can actively obey God or continue in active rebellion. Faith is 
receiving and using the tools God gives to actively obey Him in a world 
which actively hates Him. Meekness takes ownership of this responsibility 
while watching as God’s strength works in and through the citizen while 
under His control. 

Tools	of	Faith:	Truth	
If faith is the conduit through which God delivers the tools needed to 

live a godly life in this world then faith is not the only tool. It is one of the 
tools. We are attacked by sin from every side, from within and without. Since 
God has left us in a sinful world and in sinful bodies to teach us to war, to 
discipline us and to prepare us for eternity then it is imperative we have the 
tools He offers and know how to use them. Intimately knowing these tools 
and effectively using them is an act of our wills directed by God as we come 
under His control.  

Paul, in Ephesians 6, gives a list of characteristics from God which 
prepares us for battle with the world, our own flesh and our adversary. There 
is no place for passive attitudes in this war. We must be fully engaged and 
totally committed. We cannot sit or lie down in this war. Whether we are on 
the offensive or defensive is dependent upon the circumstances.  
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Paul first describes fastening on the belt of “truth” (Eph. 6:14). We are to 
allow truth to hold us together just as a belt holds together the garment and 
carries the tools needed to work. God demands we know and adhere to the 
truth. Look back at the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount, two verses 
before “blessed are the meek.” Those who are poor in spirit love the truth so 
completely they cannot abide a lie, in themselves or in others. No one is 
meek because no one has God’s strength in them under His control until 
they have submitted themselves to the truth of the reality of sin and the truth 
of God’s perfect righteousness and holiness. In everything the truth must 
prevail, not just precision of thought and speech, not just adherence to 
superficial rules which exonerate behavior without admission of internal guilt. 
Sin corrupts the whole person. Deciding a lie is true is the benchmark of the 
world’s insane thinking. God is truth, in Him there is no lie. Those who think 
clearly know the truth.  

I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and 
because no lie is of the truth.  Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? 
This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. (1 John 2:21-22) 

How then do we measure and validate truth? According to John, those 
who deny Christ deny the truth and try to make truth a lie then make the lie 
truth. But isn’t John speaking about religious things? Isn’t he giving Christians a 
way to test the claims of those who teach the Bible, proclaim the gospel and 
show them how to live? He is. But don’t limit truth and its measurement to 
simply the written or spoken gospel message, for the gospel touches every part 
of life. Jesus’ intent in these first verses of the Sermon on the Mount is to 
describe the whole person as a citizen of the kingdom.  

Those who deny God and the truth of God have founded their thinking 
based upon falsehood. We cannot separate God from any part of our thinking 
or understanding of the truth, whether of the laws of the physical universe or 
the moral code which govern our lives. If we do not believe God is who He is 
then all of the rest of our thinking will be ungodly. Every decision we make 
based upon ungodly thinking and reasoning will deny Him and deny the worth 
of all made in His image. All of the evidence of the breakdown of the 
structures of society shows this. Compromising the moral code destroys 
relationships. Even though people may do “good” things none of what they do 
brings glory to God, nothing done is from obedience to Him.  

Those who believe abortion is acceptable cannot then espouse the value of 
every person other than the unborn. Their words and actions are evidence which 
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shouts they do not value every person but have decided some have more value 
than others. From conception to death to eternity the person has the complete 
image of God.  

Those who believe deviant sexual behavior is acceptable cannot then think 
or espouse the truth and sanctity of marriage. Their beliefs deny the truth of 
the relationship Jesus has with His Church, or God has with all people.  

Those who think God is something other than who He is cannot then 
espouse the value of knowing God. They know an idol, a figment of their 
imagination, not the truth of God revealed.  

Our first weapon in defense against the sin which surrounds and is 
within us is truth. It is the truth which holds everything together. God’s 
universe is held together by the grace of His might and the truth of the 
physical laws He has set in place. In the same way the truth of His moral 
code holds together those made in His image and provides a good 
relationship with God and others covered with Christ’s righteousness. It is 
the citizens of God’s kingdom that shows the evidence of the full measure of 
His moral code kept perfectly. We must have a rigorous discipline in the 
thinking of our hearts toward the God of creation and then those created in 
His image. 

Tools	of	Faith:	Righteousness	
Another tool He gives is righteousness. God imputed righteousness to 

those who are His. This word “imputed” means to reckon, to make an 
account of. It is both a legal term and a financial term and may refer to either 
a gift or a punishment. Legally, one person will take credit for what someone 
else has done or given. Financially, the gift is considered a credit. A credit is 
an addition to one’s finances while a debit is a subtraction from one’s 
finances. Legally, a credit gives someone full control over what is given. In 
the case of a bequest, credit means one receives all of the benefit and all of 
the responsibilities and privileges of an action done by another. Imputed gifts 
are real, not theoretical or an apparition. 

With this understanding and the demand the word refers to a reality not 
a supposition we can now look at how it is used. God does not change and 
His intent throughout Scripture is consistent. He does not change and what 
He has decided from before creation remains within His decrees. 
Throughout Scripture God is perfectly consistent in His application of 
“imputation.”  

Paul, in Romans chapter 4, uses the word “imputed” or “counted” eleven 
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times. “For what does the Scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was counted 
(imputed) to him as righteousness’” (Rom. 4:3). In most of Romans, 
righteousness is imputed because of faith, never because of works. In the 
context, “works,” such as obeying the Torah and following the letter of the 
law, are those activities done for the sole purpose of making oneself right 
with God. Doing this reveals the motivation of trying to force God’s 
indebtedness to the person who works. Such “works” are an act of idolatry as 
the person tries to manipulate God in order to justify themselves through 
perceived loopholes in the divine moral code. Instead of being given a 
righteous stance before God they seek to earn the position.  

So, righteousness is delivered to the citizen of the kingdom through the 
conduit of faith. It is a gift, a grace and cannot be earned but can be rejected. 

If Christ takes upon Himself our sin does this then mean He is a sinner? 
No! He was viewed by God as a sinner, our sin credited to Him, He enduring 
the sentence for our sin. Though our sin was credited to Him, imputed to 
Him by God, He remained sinless. A sinless man died for sinful Man.  

In the same way God views Jesus covered with our sin He views us 
covered with Christ’s righteousness. We are not intrinsically righteous but 
sinful. We are covered with Christ’s blood so when God looks at us He sees 
the blood of His Son thus viewing us with Christ’s righteousness. We are no 
more righteous because of His righteousness than He is a sinner because of 
our sin. We are no less righteous than what God sees when He views us 
through Christ. What matters is not what we are, or do, or aspire for, but 
who God is, what He does, How He sees us. This mystery is beyond 
comprehension. We must wait for eternity, when God finishes His work in 
us, when He gives us His righteousness intrinsic to our eternal being.  

Still, we continue to sin. We do not ignore our sin but mourn over its 
consequences. Meekness not only sees the truth of continued sin and the 
agony over the full extent of what sin does but views God’s benevolent 
consistency in  loving those who are His. Jesus makes a startling statement to 
those who seek to earn God’s favor. 

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, 
and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, 
who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of 
the Father’s hand. I and the Father are one. (John 10:27-30) 

The entire first half of Romans addresses the issues of sin, of faith and 
Christ’s righteousness given to us. A righteous person does not continue 



	 67	

sinning. However, those credited with righteousness, who are not intrinsically 
righteous, will continue struggling with sin. John, in 1 John, tackles this 
problem, telling us, like Paul, like Jesus, we must obey God’s commands and 
direction, and when we don’t we will not lose our standing before God, but 
must confess and then obey.  

Righteousness is ours. It has been credited to us. Our assurance is in 
Christ’s work, His blood, the work of the Holy Spirit and the legal viewpoint 
of God, all tempered with grace. Through faith God delivers to us the 
righteousness which is His to give and ours to receive. We can do nothing for 
it. Any work we do thinking it will make us right before God is sin. Any work 
we do out of sheer obedience to Him is not sin. Obedience is expected by 
God from those who are His.  

Righteousness and its use in combating the unrighteousness of the world 
is had solely by grace.  

Tools	of	Faith:	Peace	
Within every human lives a desire for peace, for with peace there is rest 

and security. There are no threats or dangers. When God created our first 
parents He placed them in a garden, a place where peace was natural, for 
there was nothing to fear. There was no sin. There was no risk of loss. God 
was with them. Their safety was assured.  

Then Adam sinned and they were banished from the garden, driven away 
from their peace. They were separated from God the One in who’s image 
they were created and with whom they were designed to have an intimate 
relationship. With separation came the loss of the feeling of the presence of 
God. Their rebellion brought fear because the world became dangerous. 
There was no peace between people and no peace with the animals they once 
ruled. Even nature and weather turned against them. Their rebellion 
destroyed their peace.  

Separated from God and in complete rebellion against Him, we do not 
want to enjoy the intimate relationship for which we were designed. We want 
to return to the garden without God. We want peace with the world, with 
nature, with people and nations, without having peace with God. Peace with 
God is primary, the necessary element to peace with His creation.  

Fear, like anger, destroys intimacy with God and those closest to us. Fear 
reflects a lack of trust in the perceived promise of security given by the One 
who guarantees our security. We will examine peace more fully when we 
discuss the verse “blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God” 
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(Matt. 5:9). For now, we recognize the evidence of peace as a feeling of 
security, where there is a lack of danger, like the tranquility of the garden 
before the fall. This peace is had in the midst of danger found within the 
turmoil of the sinful world. Where the world demands we fear it, Jesus says 
do not fear because He has claimed us as His and the world can do nothing 
to change our position before God.  

Peace is given and may be had only by the servant who has relinquished 
control to the Master and is submitting fully to the training and commands to 
obedience because of their trust in His promises. Christians are being made 
ready, prepared, trained for at least two tasks. These tasks do not have a 
beginning or end, for one leads into the other and where one may finally stop 
the other immediately begins. 

We are trained for eternity with God as citizens of His kingdom. We 
have only the most rudimentary understanding of eternity based on the 
revealed truth of God in Scripture. We then supplement the thinking of our 
hearts with allusions and imagery which cannot reflect the complete truth of 
that which awaits us. We know God is eternal and eternity is God Himself. 
This is enough, for God encompasses everything He imagines, which He 
then creates, all of which is beyond our limited imagination.  

Before eternity is the here and now. God uses this world as a training 
ground for those who are His. In this world we are His witnesses. Our job 
and His command is to serve Him and not the world or ourselves. 
Throughout our lives, from the moment of salvation until the moment of 
death, we are under the obligation to act like a citizen of the kingdom in a 
world deadly hostile to the gospel, to Jesus and God. While doing this we 
slowly, painfully, relinquish control of all we own, whether things or attitudes 
or people or time, until all is brought under His control.  

When God tells us to speak we speak, for there are many, we know not 
who, in this world who are His and called out of the world into His service. 
When He tells us to be silent we are silent. When He plums the depths of our 
hearts and minds revealing anything which controls us in competition to His 
will, He tests and refines us. He will allow no idol in our lives. We are at war 
in this world, aliens and strangers, even refugees, living in this world as non-
residents passing through to our true home. Our lives are short and this 
world is passing away. Why would we place our hope or trust in anything 
which will not last for eternity?  

Peace is not a felt emotion but a position before God. We have peace 
with God and none with this world because our position before God is one 
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of inclusion in Christ and separation from the world. Peace is a tool given us 
to stand in the world between the world and God. Living in hostile territory 
demands we seek a pattern of life which does not compromise who we truly 
are with what the world considers us. We have an intimate relationship with 
God which the world cannot possibly understand. Those who hate God 
actually fight against Him.  

Even our momentary rebellions against Him will not separate us from 
Him, for peace with God is found in our position not our actions.  

Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? Thanks be to 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my 
mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin. There is therefore now no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in 
Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. (Rom. 7:24-8:2) 

We are at peace with the Creator of all. Though the world would throw 
us into turmoil, though we do not feel peace while in the world, God decided 
to make peace with us. He has not made peace with the world (see Matt. 
10:34) but with those He has called out of the world as His own. Those who 
relinquish control of themselves to the God of peace may feel the evidence 
of peace with Him. Even if they do not feel peace they will act according to 
the peace of God. This world holds nothing but strife and turmoil, division 
and war. Every citizen of the kingdom has a place and position outside of the 
world and nothing the world does, or our flesh does, or Satan does, will 
change our place before God.  

When others see our peace may God use it to draw them to 
Himself. This peace frees us from the constraints of the world to serve God 
with our whole being.  

Tools	of	Faith	
We have examined briefly truth, righteousness and peace. Truth is the 

intellectual ascent to everything spoken by God. It is the tool used to fight against 
the lies told to self, by the world and by Satan. Righteousness is the moral-
emotional response to sin, or unrighteousness. Righteousness demands we trust 
God to fulfill the promise He made in declaring us covered with Christ’s 
righteousness. Peace is an act of the will. Peace comes first by God’s will, then 
given to us as we submit our will to His. Thus, the whole person is involved in 
the fight, the struggle to live as a witness and in being prepared for eternity. By 
its very nature faith demands the whole person be involved, that is, the whole 
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regenerated person. Faith becomes a tool of tools.  
It is the responsibility of the one receiving God’s provision to use 

faith. There are three areas of assault upon the Christian where faith must 
be exercised. All three attack every aspect of Christian life, of our walk with 
Christ. Combined, these three adversaries present an alarming foe. They are 
the world in which we live, our own flesh, and our adversary, Satan and 
those under his control.  

Fallen humanity, those actively rebelling against God, comprises the 
world which seeks to destroy our peace with Him who is our peace. Filled 
with people who face themselves and not God, all made in the image of God, 
the world fights not only against God but against those who are God’s. War 
arises when self demands all for self, whether small family wars or large 
national wars. It is self which seeks to provide security at the expense of 
others. Our world has no personality but is filled with ungodly personalities. 
When Adam fell from grace the world turned against Man. Part of the curse 
was a loss of control. From the fall to the end of time, man demands they 
have control. Meekness relinquishes control which brings peace, not with the 
world but with God.   

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world - the desires of the flesh and the desires 
of the eyes and pride in possessions - is not from the Father but is from the world. And 
the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides 
forever. (1 John 2:15-17) 

Secondly, the flesh, our own flesh, demands we follow sin and 
unrighteousness. Every person, with the exception of Christ who was both 
God and man, was born depraved. This does not mean people can do no good. 
Depravity means people can do nothing righteous under their own power and 
strength. It is the corrupted image of God in each which draws each away from 
God to anything other than God. Every individual exhibits the evidence of this 
truth, shown by a world filled with individuals. It is the flesh which draws 
toward the sinful acts found in the world. It is the flesh which lies, 
counterfeiting unrighteous motivations and presenting them as acceptable 
actions.  

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the 
desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the 
flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to 
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do. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. (Gal. 5:16-18) 

Finally, we must speak of our Adversary, the one who lies, who was a liar 
from the beginning, who whispers lies to us until we see his lies as truth. We 
are susceptible to the lies of Satan. God is not. Faith recognizes the truth of 
God first and foremost. When tempted by a lie, truth, through faith, 
immediately rejects it and replaces it with truth. See the temptation of Christ in 
Matthew 4 and Luke 4. See how He countered each lie with revealed truth. 
Meekness is part of the turning away from sin toward God. When we face God 
we are not fooled by the lie.   

Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion, seeking someone to devour. (1 Pet. 5:8) 

But there is a problem. We are still in the world, we still carry the sinful 
flesh around with us, and we are continually attacked by Satan. But, Christ has 
overcome the world. We are crucified with Him and have died to the 
world. Satan has been tried, judged, and sentenced, now awaiting the execution 
of his sentence. He has been stopped. Old lions roar to scare the prey into the 
clutches of much younger lions.  

Meekness, God’s strength under God’s control, given through faith, 
transforms. 

Start	Tools	of	Faith:	Salvation		

Salvation.  
Is there another word used by the Church which carries as deep a 

meaning and as much baggage? Along the highway of Church history, with 
centuries of use and abuse, the dust of traveling a dirty road has coated the 
word in a layer of grime, obscuring its meaning behind the accumulated 
grunge of use and misuse. What does “salvation” mean?  

In the Hebrew Scripture “salvation” means something delivered, giving 
aid toward victory or prosperity. Jacob, blessing his son Dan, declares “I 
wait for your salvation, O LORD” (Gen. 49:18). Dan is declared a judge of 
Israel, but not always a righteous or just judge. He will deliver people from 
wrong but others will be delivered from him. Read the full blessing: 

Dan shall judge his people as one of the tribes of Israel.  
Dan shall be a serpent in the way, a viper by the path, that bites the horse’s heels 

so that his rider falls backward.  
I wait for your salvation, O LORD. (Gen. 49:16-18) 
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In the New Testament salvation means to be either rescued from, or the 
defender of someone who needs rescuing or defending. Jesus, passing 
through Jericho on His way to Jerusalem where He faces crucifixion, decided 
to eat with a tax collector. For Zacchaeus, rescue and deliverance came from 
a man willing to associate with him regardless of his deep and grievous sin. 

And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry 
and come down, for I must stay at your house today.”  So he hurried and came down 
and received him joyfully.  And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in 
to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, 
“Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone 
of anything, I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come 
to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek 
and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:5-9) 

Salvation is always the movement of a person from one place or position 
to another, from slavery to freedom or from sentenced to death to pardoned 
and given life. When God calls a person it is always from the state of 
unrighteousness to a place of righteousness. God moves a person from a 
state of sin to a state of salvation. Salvation is from a place of sin to a place of 
no sin. Wouldn’t everyone, when given the option to move from the dirt and 
poverty of this world to a place in the glorious and wondrous country of 
God, want to? Well, no.  

There are those who see themselves as not needing salvation. They do 
not recognize sin in themselves, though they may in others. They may see it 
in the world around them, but do not call it sin.  

There are those who see themselves as unworthy of salvation. They can 
do nothing to earn their way into God’s kingdom so they don’t try. They 
think nothing can be done for them. So they enjoy sin, laugh at it because it is 
their nature, embrace it and encourage it. 

There are those who see salvation as boring. Who wants to go to a place 
where all you do, for eternity, is sit around playing a harp while wearing a 
sheet? Heaven could never be as exciting as the world in which they live. It’s 
a downgrade.  

There are those who reject the entire premise of salvation. If there is no 
God, there is no sin, there is no heaven. We are just animals and cease to 
exist at death. Live it up now. This is all there is.  

There are those who have redefined salvation, making it something 
completely different than what God declares. There will be a great family 
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reunion and picnic in the sky. I’ve worked hard and earned my place at the 
table. The balance has tipped toward good works and tangible rewards. Real 
estate, comfort, ease and pleasure. A Santa Claus father with Christmas every 
month.  

There are those who expect salvation because of their unreasonable 
expectations and beliefs in God’s nature and character. The brotherhood of 
man, we’re all in this together. There isn’t a wrathful bone in god’s body, the 
perfect human, who excuses everyone’s imperfection because he couldn’t be 
a loving god and not love the way I think he should.  

And so on, and so on.  
We do not get to define the terms of salvation, nor the means for how 

God has decided to apply His decisions. We are the ones who have rebelled 
against Him. That He offers salvation, a means for us to return to Him, is all of 
Him and none of us. It is supreme arrogance for us to say to Him how it 
works, what He means. Nowhere in Scripture does He ever ask those who are 
His to do something. He commands them, the command of a Master to a 
servant. He is in control.  

If we don’t recognize the need for salvation then whatever we think it is, 
it is not. If we don’t recognize who Jesus Christ is, if we reject what He has 
done, if there is no repentance, true repentance, then salvation is not 
available. We make it unavailable. When God says it is one way, we cannot 
make it another and expect God to honor our demands. If we do not 
recognize sin and turn away from it and turn toward Him we reject His offer, 
His grace, His gift. We reject His authority when we rebel against His 
command. We will do what our heads and hearts tell us to do. If our heads 
and hearts belong to God, if we are filled with the Holy Spirit, then we will 
do what God tells our heads and hearts to do.  

Salvation is an act of God. It is His will, His strength, direction, 
commands, in us, under His control. Salvation changes the way we think, feel, 
act, because we have been changed. Salvation says we are no longer a part of 
the world, though we continue to dwell in the world. We are aliens and 
strangers, “sojourners and exiles,” our every action and attitude meant to 
glorify God. Thus, salvation becomes a tool of faith, delivered by God to us, to 
keep us strong and protected against the attacks of the world.  

Tools	of	Faith:	Word	of	God	
What is the Word of God? It is three interrelated and inseparable things.  
We know Scripture as the Word of God. This is not the place to discuss 
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the Canon and how writings were selected or rejected. I accept the work and 
discernment of those who developed the Canon. Yet, we find certain parts of 
the “Christian” world which added writings not included in the Canon, or 
changed the meanings of certain words and phrases translated from the 
original languages into something other than the excepted meaning.  

Let’s set the foundation for our thinking. God revealed to those He 
divinely inspired to write down in their own language and with their own 
style and personality exactly what He wanted to say. His revelation is of 
things man could otherwise not know. In theology this is called special 
revelation. General revelation is the natural evidence left after God works in 
the universe and our world. Everyone can see general revelation though not 
everyone will accept the evidence which points toward God.  

God wrote to a people so they might know Him both intellectually and 
intimately. He gave His Spirit to illuminate His Word so those with whom He 
communicates might understand and rely upon Him to help them conform 
to His will. God’s Word, found in the 39 “books” of the Hebrew Scripture, 
or the Old Testament, and the 27 “books” of the New Testament, is both 
inerrant and infallible. They were written down in the original language by the 
original author communicating completely what God wanted to say without 
error either scientific or historical and without compromise of His character.  

Translations of the Bible into other languages depend upon the stubborn 
meekness of those doing the work. Each translator must relinquish control and 
allow God to work through them under His control. They retain their own 
personalities and use of language as servants of the Master. God is not revealing 
new information to them but equipping them to accomplish His work.  

God distinctly warns everyone about maintaining the veracity and 
integrity of Scripture. Once at the beginning of Scripture and once at the end, 
in the fifth book and last book, God plainly tells man to neither add nor 
subtract from His revealed Word.  

And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the rules that I am teaching you, and do 
them, that you may live, and go in and take possession of the land that the Lord, the 
God of your fathers, is giving you. You shall not add to the word that I command you, 
nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God that I 
command you. (Deut. 4:1-2) 

And  

I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to 
them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, and if anyone takes 
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away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the 
tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book. (Rev. 22:18-19) 

A proverb of Agur solidifies this thought:  

Every word of God proves true; 
he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. 
Do not add to his words, 
lest he rebuke you and you be found a liar. (Prov. 30:5) 

Secondly, Jesus is a person known as the Word of God. All of the 
evidence of Jesus’ life points to His divinity. His teaching about Himself 
and the miracles He did declare He is God. His life, death, burial and 
resurrection, all fulfilling Scripture, is incontrovertible evidence. Those who 
reject this evidence do not want to accept it. They do not want to believe 
Jesus is God, the incarnate, living Word of God.  

His miracles and the healing of persons are both general and special 
revelation. They are general revelation because they were done, for the most 
part, publicly, regardless of spiritual bent of those watching or participating. 
Many of the Pharisees, religious attorneys, and hangers-on saw the evidence 
and interpreted it incorrectly because they didn’t want to believe Jesus was 
who He said He was. On the other hand, the disciples saw the evidence and 
came to a different conclusion. God revealed to them the truth, something 
they otherwise would not have known.  

Peter declares Jesus the Christ midway through their time together. Jesus’ 
response it significant, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 16:17). His disciples 
received special revelation from God concerning the One they followed. 
Thus, when Peter declared Jesus the Christ, the Son of the Living God, he 
used his words but the thought came from God. Then Jesus warned His 
disciples to tell no one. He would finish His work before giving them the 
command and power to tell everyone. God is still in control and will direct at 
His pleasure and according to His will. Those who are meek understand this 
and relinquish control to Him who is always in control. 

Before His crucifixion Jesus taught, from the Hebrew Scripture, that He 
would suffer and die for the people of God. After His resurrection He explained 
more fully to His disciples how Scripture, the Word of God, was fulfilled. 

And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter 
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into his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to 
them in all Scriptures the things concerning himself. (Luke 24:25-27) 

Finally, Jesus fulfilled Scripture because He is the Author of Scripture. 
He is the eternal Word of God who spoke into existence the physical 
universe and all created therein. He established the physical laws of the 
universe but is not constrained by them, for He stands outside of them. He is 
the embodiment of the moral laws because they are integral to His eternal 
nature. He created man so He might have an intimate relationship with every 
person. Being human while retaining full divinity did not compromise His 
eternal character. He placed Himself under the constraints of the physical 
laws while maintaining control over them. He lived fully under the moral law 
and died because of an immoral law. Raised from death, because death 
cannot hold God, He bought back from sin those with whom He desires an 
intimate relationship.  

God’s Word exemplifies the true meaning of meekness. God’s strength 
in the universe, the Son and the Scripture is given to us, under His control. 
We cannot change this truth. When viewed completely, the Word of God is 
not just a tool but the foundation of life.  

Tools	of	Faith:	Prayer	
If you have never read The Screwtape Letters by C. S. Lewis then you are 

missing a huge part of your training as a Christian. I would say it is better to 
understand righteousness than evil. But we are accosted by evil on every side 
and I think it impossible for us to not come to some understanding of how 
our Adversary works, how the world in which we live influences us, and how 
our own evil passions enslave us. 

I’m fascinated, like most people in the world, by evil, how it works, how 
people think. This can be both healthy and unhealthy. G. K. Chesterton’s 
Father Brown, the main character in the Father Brown Mysteries short stories, in 
solving the mysteries presented tries to think like the perpetrator, seeing 
things others miss because they thought only like they thought. How he, or 
Lewis, could think evil to understand it, while remaining mostly free from evil 
thinking can be attributed to an honest prayer life.  

I have written the following short paragraph emulating Lewis’ style of a 
letter by Screwtape to his pupil. 

Whatever you do don’t let him pray, especially with an attitude of 
honesty. If he must pray, sneak in and tempt him with pride so his focus 
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is wholly upon himself. Pride mitigates every evil thing possibly 
accomplished by prayer. Does he have an attitude of humility? Then put 
in his mind the thought he is accomplishing something and getting our 
Enemies approval for whatever it is he wants to achieve. Anything will do 
as long as he thinks he’s doing it. Your job is to keep that creeping, self-
congratulation always in the back of his mind. Don’t ever let it come to 
the fore. Pride in humility, or anything, is the most effective weapon in 
our arsenal. Should it come forward, especially during a time of prayer, 
make them short times by distracting him with silliness. Again, anything 
will do, as long as it takes his mind off his true condition and away from 
our Enemy. He wants these ugly little bipeds to adore Him. We don’t. Fix 
his mind on politics, which counterfeits righteousness, or entertainment, 
especially non-participating sensuousness. His expectations will grow 
exponentially without ever a chance of them being met. There’s great 
value in him admitting how unworthy he is while demanding everyone 
around live up to his unrealistic standard. Our job is to make him believe 
a lie. Under most conditions, he’ll believe anything.  

It is too easy to write negative thoughts. It is exceedingly difficult to write 
positive thoughts which don’t pander to selfishness and self-absorption. This is 
true not because Christians are more negative than positive but because war, by 
its very nature, is negative. We are at war and God not only demands constant 
vigilance but training. A big chunk of our training in righteousness is consistent 
prayer resulting in constant intimacy with Him who created us in His image for 
that purpose. 

Paul, in Ephesians 6, describes the tools of faith as instruments of war 
carried by every Roman soldier he met. While the implements carried by 
soldiers are used for war they are also used to maintain peace. Truth, when 
used to combat the lie, is both a weapon of war and a tool of peace. 
Righteousness is never negative, unless it is viewed through the eyes of the 
unrighteous. For God to bring us to a place of peace with Him cost Him 
more than we can ever, even eternally, know. Faith itself becomes strong 
only as the pressures of sin and the will to obey are brought to bear upon 
the citizen. Salvation is a double negative. Jesus died (a negative) for my 
sins (a negative) so I am viewed by God covered with His righteousness (a 
positive). Most of the actual Word of God, the Scriptures, is a description 
of His grace to a fallen, rebellious world. He describes the fallen, rebellious 
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world in detail but also describes how He delivers His grace in detail. God’s 
Word cuts to the soul of the person because of its vivid, gory details of the 
inner sinfulness of every life.  

All of the tools described in Ephesians 6 are wielded by the citizen of the 
kingdom through prayer. Our Adversary’s greatest accomplishment is making 
our prayers seem ineffective. I distinguish between true prayer and counterfeit 
prayer. True prayer focuses all of one’s attention, from first to last, upon the 
person of God. It includes us and those around us but only as recognized 
citizens of His kingdom living in a world in absolute rebellion against Him.  

Read Jesus’ prayer in Matthew 6:  
Though we and our needs are well represented in this prayer, it still 

revolves around God. He is the center, the focal-point. It is obvious from 
Scripture God wants those who are His to have an intimate and 
uninterrupted relationship with Him. We do this through prayer. 

To accomplish this He has given us faith, the conduit through which He 
delivers all we need, to maintain this relationship while living in a world bent 
upon destroying that relationship. We will not know the truth or 
righteousness or peace unless God gives it to us. Nor will we understand 
salvation, the Word of God, or even faith, unless we honestly allow Him to 
teach and train us. To use these tools our attitude must be meek, which is His 
strength in us under His control. There is no other way. Honest prayer, 
listening to God more than excusing ourselves before Him, cuts to the soul 
and reveals the truth of the innermost being, both of self and of God’s Self. 
Relinquishing control to Him does not release His power in us for nothing 
we do will inhibit Him. Relinquishing control to Him is an attitude of 
worship and service through willful and responsible obedience.  

Moses	
What is the first thing which pops into your mind when you think of 

Moses? Do you start reciting some of the ten commandments? Do visualize 
bloody sacrifices required by the Law of Moses?  Do you remember watching 
the Ten Commandments with Charlton Heston as Moses as he calls down the 
plagues upon the head of Pharaoh played by Yul Brynner? Do you see a flannel 
graph from Sunday-school with Moses leading the people of God out of 
Egypt? Then wandering in the desert for forty years? How many think about 
Jesus debating the Pharisees and teachers of the Law? Most often when Moses 
is mentioned in the New Testament it is in reference to a law or the Law.  

Hebrews 11 includes Moses in the “roll call of faith.” When he is first 
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mentioned it is his parents faith illustrated, specifically his mother. “By faith 
Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw 
that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict” (Heb. 11:23). 
Pharaoh (not Yul Brynner) decreed all Hebrew baby boys were to be thrown 
into the Nile. After he was three months old his mother put him in a basket 
and placed him in the Nile.  

He was discovered by Pharaoh’s daughter who adopted the boy and 
raised him in Pharaoh’s court. At no time is God’s will frustrated by the 
actions of anyone He has created. God turned the will of man upside down, 
forcing Pharaoh to do His will against his will. Moses knew he was a despised 
Hebrew even though he grew up among royalty. Remember, he killed a 
soldier, was discovered, and ran for his life. Yet, this is not how the epistle of 
Hebrews presents the story.  

By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter, choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the 
fleeting pleasures of sin. He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the 
treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. By faith he left Egypt, not being 
afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible. (Heb. 
11:24-27) 

One of the startling recorded exchanges in Scripture, taught over and 
over in most Sunday-schools, is the argument Moses had with God about 
going back to lead God’s people out of Egypt. God spoke to Moses from 
within a burning bush giving him the charge to return to Egypt and lead 
God’s people out. Moses blatantly refused. God talked to Moses with 
distinct, understandable words and Moses refused to do what he was told. He 
did finally obey when his older brother, Aaron, whom he had probably not 
seen for 40 years, arrived. Did God send Aaron, compelling him to find his 
brother in the desert, knowing Moses would argue with Him? This story isn’t 
found in the epistle to the Hebrews. Nor is there mention of the plagues 
except for the last one. “By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that 
the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them” (Heb. 11:28). 

The first 80 years of Moses’ life shows God trained him for the last 40 years. 
The latter part of Moses’ life is characterized by deep faith. His middle and later 
life is characterized by hardship and suffering, while leading obstinate and stiff-
necked people. God used Moses’ entire life to train him, from the courts of 
Pharaoh to the sheep on the mountainside, for the task of leading millions of 
stubborn people out of Egypt. They wanted to disobey God and not go. They 
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obeyed God and went. “By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as if on dry land, but the 
Egyptians, when they attempted to do the same, were drowned” (Heb. 11:29). Those who 
were weak went with the strong and all were said to have faith.  

Faith is not an autonomous activity. An individual’s faith is strengthened 
in a community of faith. Where an individual may falter in obeying the 
Object of faith’s commands, a community may strengthen each individual. 
Where a community may rebel against God, an individual leader who trusts 
God may lead them rightly. 

In Numbers 12, Aaron and Miriam complain against their brother 
because he had been chosen by God for a specific purpose, to be close to 
God. Moses is called “meek” more than anyone else on the earth. “Now the 
man Moses was very meek, more than all people who were on the face of the earth” (Num. 
12:3). Since Moses is viewed as the author of this statement should we look at 
his words as boasting? Though Moses is old he is strong. He has grown close 
to God. Since God inspired the Scripture we will view this statement not as a 
boast but an honest report of his place before God and in front of the people 
God gave him to lead. His meekness has come from total dependence upon 
God in dangerous circumstances and through experiences of suffering. 
Moses’ faith is mature but not complete. 

Moses‘ relinquished his will to God. God worked in him, God’s strength 
in him under God’s control. Notice the outcome of this relationship. Jesus 
states “blessed are the meek, for the will inherit the earth.” Moses, while not 
inheriting the earth as the world would think, inherited such control over the 
earth the Jews spoke of him synonymously with the Law and the whole 
history of Israel. We still talk about, teach and preach about, Moses. He was, 
perhaps, the greatest leader who has ever lived. 

Nehemiah	
There are not many places in Scripture where someone asks to go and do 

God’s will, from a place of comfort and security to danger and chaos. Moses 
didn’t ask to lead the people of God out of Egypt. Moses said “no” to God 
but went anyway. He was told to.   

Nehemiah is a different story. There is no indication Nehemiah had ever 
seen Jerusalem or lived for any time in Israel or Judah. He was probably born 
and raised in exile. Yet, his identity was so completely Jewish that when he 
heard of the condition of Jerusalem he wept and fasted.  

Now it happened in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was in Susa the 
capital, that Hanani, one of my brothers, came with certain men from Judah. And I 
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asked them concerning the Jews who escaped, who had survived the exile, and 
concerning Jerusalem. And they said to me, “The remnant there in the province who 
had survived the exile is in great trouble and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is broken 
down, and its gates are destroyed by fire.” As soon as I heard these words I sat down 
and wept and mourned for days, and I continued fasting and praying before the God of 
heaven. (Neh. 1:1-4) 

He was the cup-bearer to the king. What does it mean to be a cup-bearer 
to the king? He was the chief servant of the king in charge of serving the wine 
at all times whether alone with the king or at great banquets. As a servant of the 
king it was his responsibility to ensure the kings health and safety from the 
possibility of poisoning. He would taste the cup, the wine or drink, before 
giving it to the king. Perhaps he had the ability to smell or taste poison which 
helped qualify him for the position. If anyone tried to kill the king by poisoning 
his drink the cup-bearer would be the first to die. Nehemiah was willing to die 
for his king. Because of his position, Nehemiah probably rarely left the side of 
the king. He was closer to the king than anyone else. This pagan king trusted 
Nehemiah absolutely which means he had proven himself trustworthy long 
before his appointment as chief cup-bearer. Nehemiah had shown himself a 
true servant.  

God worked in Nehemiah’s heart throughout his life and placed him in a 
position of authority as a servant to the king. Nehemiah knew his place 
before the king, knowing the kings moods and preferences, seeing the 
meaning behind his gestures and facial expressions.  

After hearing about the destruction of the city of God whom he served 
by caring for the king whom he served, God gave him the courage to ask to 
go to Jerusalem to repair the broken walls. He knew his position before the 
king and still took a calculated chance asking to go rebuild the walls of a city 
known for rebelling against pagan authorities. Why would a king allow his 
closest, most trustworthy servant to go back to a place known for rebelling 
against kings? He granted Nehemiah permission to go because God 
compelled him, though he did not know it, to allow Nehemiah to go.  

There are a number of characteristics which define Nehemiah. He was a 
true servant, looking out for the best interests of his king. He knew and 
understood authority. Like the Centurion in Matthew 8, when the king said 
“go” he went expecting absolute obedience. Being a servant trained him in 
the skills of leadership.  

Nehemiah prayed. He knew from where his strength originated. He knew 
without God nothing he could do would be successful. Given an opening, 
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Nehemiah seized the opportunity, praying while making his request. 

In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was 
before him, I took up the wine and gave it to the king. Now I had not been sad in his 
presence. And the king said to me, “Why is your face sad, seeing you are not sick? 
This is nothing but sadness of the heart.” Then I was very much afraid.  

I said to the king, “Let the king live forever! Why should not my face be sad, 
when the city, the place of my fathers’ graves, lies in ruins, and its gates have been 
destroyed by fire?”  

Then the king said to me, “What are you requesting?” So I prayed to the God of 
heaven. And I said  to the king, “If it pleases the king, and if your servant has 
found favor in your sight, that you send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers’ 
graves, that I may rebuild it.”  

And the king said to me (the queen sitting beside him), “How long will you be 
gone, and when will you return?” So it pleased the king to send me when I had given 
him a time. (Neh. 2:1-6) 

Nehemiah was a great leader because he was a loyal servant. He 
recognized sin, his own and those of his nation, showing his poverty of spirit. 
He recognized sin and the just consequences of sin against the rebellious 
nation of Israel in the just destruction of Jerusalem and exile of the people of 
God. He mourned over the consequences of sin, trusting God throughout 
because of the promises of God to restore the nation. He was meek, having 
God’s strength in him under God’s control. Nehemiah did not jump ahead of 
God but when God did say go he went with every ounce of his will. He did 
nothing for himself but poured himself out for God and the people of God.  

Peter	
People have selective hearing. We say we will do one thing and then 

proceed to do the exact opposite. Our tendency is to focus upon our 
expectations and fit the words we hear into those expectations without 
challenging or questioning them. If we paid attention to God’s whispers and 
His known will we would act differently because we would think differently 
because we would be different. How much of what we do is done 
unconsciously because of habit and ingrained expectations which then blocks 
any alternate action? 

After Jesus chose the twelve he empowered them and sent them out to 
do His work. “And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over 
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every affliction” (Matt. 
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10:1). Their instructions were to demand unclean spirits remove themselves 
from people’s bodies. They were to heal people, whether from disease or 
infirmity. Matthew 10 adds they were given the ability to raise the dead. And, 
they were to tell these people, everyone they encountered, to repent for 
God’s kingdom was at hand. This was John the Baptizer’s and Jesus’ message 
and now their message. As servants of Jesus, for His disciples were His 
servants, they worked and spoke with His authority. 

Of these twelve three received special attention from Jesus. James, and 
his brother John, and Peter saw things and heard words from Jesus not 
shared with the other twelve. At times all twelve argued. At least twice their 
arguments were over who was the greatest among their group. Where they 
not paying attention to Jesus’ words and actions? How irresponsible would it 
be for them to add their expectations to His words and grasp at authority not 
theirs? They would cease being His servant and become their own through 
shear rebellion. He is the greatest in the kingdom. 

After Jesus’ ascension, James was killed by Herod, “and when he saw that it 
pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also” (Acts 12:3). By this time Peter is 
recognized as the leader of the new Church. After Acts 12, John is no longer 
mentioned in the growth of the Church. Peter is mentioned by Paul in 
Galatians as being the apostle to the Jews (see Gal. 2:7). Please remember all of 
the disciples selected by Jesus were leaders in the early Church.  

What is it about Peter that made him the leader of the Apostles?  
When Peter acted, or reacted, it was with his whole being. He never held 

back, even when recognizing his own sin. In Luke 5 Jesus calls him and his 
partners, James and John, to follow Him. They are fishermen who know 
Jesus from previous experiences and encounters. This encounter was 
different for these three men and especially for Peter. Jesus did an almost 
minor miracle. Before the miracle Peter saw Jesus as just another man, just 
another itinerant preacher tickling the ears of those gathered to hear him. He 
had no time for such laziness but reluctantly made time for Jesus, after a 
hard, unsuccessful night’s work. Read the whole story in Luke 5:1-11. 

Peter recognized the truth of his sinfulness and begged Jesus to leave 
him. That which is sinful cannot exist in the presence of that which is not 
sinful. Man cannot stand before God without sin first being covered, hidden 
from Him, or expunged, or dying and being removed from His presence. 
Peter, at that moment, the beginning of his training, became poor in spirit 
against his will. He was forced to see the truth by obvious circumstances.  

Then, at the end of his training, while Jesus is standing in a courtyard 
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facing those who would soon murder him, Peter three times denied knowing 
Him. This was the fulfillment of a prediction Jesus made only a few hours 
earlier. As soon as Peter denied Him the third time “the Lord turned and looked 
at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how he had said to him, ‘Before 
the rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.’ And he went out and wept bitterly” 
(Luke 22:61-62). Peter realized the consequences of his sin and mourned in a 
way he had never experienced. Saying he was willing to die for Jesus Peter 
was confronted by the lie in his boast. Both of these characteristics, being 
poor in spirit and mourning precede meekness and make it real.  

Peter showed himself a hard-working man unafraid of taking chances. If 
he saw the Lord doing something then he followed. When he saw Jesus 
walking on water, surrounded by the churning waves of the Sea of Galilee, 
enveloped in a raging storm, he asked to come to Him. All the other disciples 
were afraid when they saw Him, as they struggled against the waves to move 
their boat forward. Peter, an experienced seaman, knowing the dangers faced 
by all, the deadliness of the Sea, the ferocity of the storms, got out of the 
boat. None of the others followed.  

Peter was the one with the suggestions, the boldness to confront the 
religious hypocrites, to speak to the Gentiles called by God, and even admit 
his own sin. When he sinned he faced it squarely, repented, and moved 
ahead. God and Peter struggled together, like Jacob wrestling the Angel of 
the Lord. Like Moses, he had to be dragged into the ministry when called by 
Jesus. He was compelled to follow in a way he could not avoid. Like David 
when he sinned greatly he repented deeply and thoroughly. Like Nehemiah 
he prayed continually. He inherited the world, but not as the world viewed as 
successful. As the apostle to the Jews he was the recognized leader of the 
Church in the world. Not the head of the Church, which belongs only to 
Jesus, but a recognized authority for the time he continued to live as one who 
had been chosen by and walked with the Lord of all.  

Conclusion	
One of the tools used by the world, our own flesh and our Adversary is the 

redefining of words to cause confusion and division. People change the way 
they think as the meanings of words change and are used over and again. A 
fetus is a fetus but when you call a fetus a baby people think of something they 
have seen and possibly held and for whom they have cared. When we allow 
ourselves to think of “meekness” as characterized by weakness we lose the 
power of the word and cannot think correctly. While the definitions of words 
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may change over time and with use the truths taught by God and His Son in 
the Scripture do not change. How we understand and use words forms our 
thinking which in turn motivates our actions which ultimately shows the 
evidence of our relationship with God. 

Our definition of meekness and the discipline of the person who is meek 
cannot be over emphasized. We cannot spend too much time on the subject. 
We can spend too little. Meekness is first God’s strength just naturally under 
God’s control. God gives His strength and many other tools, to the person 
who has relinquished control of self to God.  

Here is a baffling paradox: How does a person corrupted by sin do that 
which is completely against his fallen nature? How do I relinquish control of 
myself to God when I am, even knowing I am His, continually rebelling against 
Him? Only in God Himself is an answer found to these questions. 

He takes those who are His through the process of sanctification where 
they recognize the fact of sin then realize its consequences, which is separation 
from God who is the source of life. God expects obedience coming from His 
strength. Though we are responsible to obey His commands He does not want 
us to use our own strength because it is defined by rebellion against Him. He 
demands obedience from the whole self, the whole person, from our minds, 
emotions and wills. This obedience isn’t to a checklist of requirements like the 
Mosaic Law but the deep motivation of listening to and hearing His voice 
followed by a desire to obey out of love for Him. He calls those who are His to 
recognize their sin and that of the world and then to realize the consequences 
of sin, followed by repentance, faith and obedience.  

He tells us to be perfect and to be holy but not under our own efforts. 
We can do nothing to make ourselves either perfect or holy. We can 
recognize His Son died for our sin and realize His blood covers us so that 
when He looks at us He does not see our sin but the perfect sacrifice of His 
Son. Relinquishing control demands a change of the thinking of our hearts 
from deciding to work in our own strength to actively deciding to continually 
relinquish control to Him who is capable of fulfilling His promises. We are at 
war with sin. This war is for the weak to fight in His strength, not for the 
strong to fight in their own.  

He gives the tools and weapons we need to fight the war raging against 
and within us. As citizens of His kingdom His expectation for obedience is 
absolute. There can never be a battle fought with even the smallest atom of 
our own energy and won. We must use the tools and weapons He has given 
in His strength having relinquished our own self to Him. This is meekness 



	86	

and this is why the world views meekness as weakness and with disdain. We 
do not fight the way the world fights.  

One of the chief characteristics of Godly meekness is Godly leadership. 
A Godly leader has first learned to serve having completely relinquished 
control of self to the goals of their master. Only then can they be used by 
God to lead. This does not mean they will lead but that by knowing how to 
serve they have learned how and are continuing to learn how to lead. In 
Scripture the greatest leaders are the humblest servants who have placed 
themselves under the complete authority of God.  

Jesus says “blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth” (Matt. 5:5). 
Those who are truly meek do not want the earth. They want God. They do 
not want to serve themselves. They want to serve God. They may gain much 
in the world but they gain God completely. Nothing else matters.  

 
	


