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Blessed are Those who Hunger and Thirst for 
Righteousness  

Introduction	

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
(Matt. 5:6) 

Righteousness is that eternal characteristic of God against which He 
judges all of creation. Righteousness is having the correct standing before the 
Creator according to the expectations and demands of God. God measures 
righteousness against His eternal, holy Person. Since He is the Creator of 
everything whether seen or unseen nothing has come into existence without 
His express will. He owns everything He has created and fashioned all 
creation according to His will and purpose. God’s highest creation according 
to Scripture is Man, created in His image for eternal relationship with Him.  

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens 
and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that 
creeps on the earth.” So God created man in his own image, in the image of 
God he created him; male and female he created them. (Gen. 1:26-27) 

Where all creation bears the evidence of purpose and precision of the 
Creator, Man has more. He has characteristics shared with God of which 
God shares with no other creature. Not even angels have the shared 
characteristics God has embedded in people. Man has a extraordinary 
relationship with God, able to know Him both intellectually and intimately.  

Citizens of God’s kingdom hunger and thirst for righteousness. This 
would be true without the presence and corruption of sin. This element 
follows the first three in a perfectly logical sequence. It is the culmination, 
the peak or pinnacle of that which describes the citizen of God’s kingdom. 
In a world corrupted by sin, in constant rebellion against God, His citizens 
want desperately to conform to Him, to be known as His.  

God is in complete control of both the temporary world and eternity. 
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He has built into the temporary world illustrations of eternal truths. He 
does this so we would have an understanding, though limited and finite, of 
our privileged place before Him.  

There are many instances throughout Scripture where God has 
instituted a spiritual truth with a temporal mandate. For instance, the 
relationship between a father and child illustrates the relationship between 
God the Father and those who are His. With the corruption of sin the 
physical illustration breaks down but the spiritual reality remains constant. 
Jesus uses the exaggeration of hungering and thirsting to describe the 
desire for God and His righteousness.  

This is not mere hyperbole. With sin comes separation from God. 
Separation from Him in the temporary world has eternal consequences. 
He is the source of life for all creation. Just as He gave food and water to 
Man to sustain him in the physical world so He gave Himself to sustain 
life in the spiritual realm. In reality, man does not need food and water 
and air, for God is capable of sustaining man’s physical life without 
these. But God has set in place the laws of nature and determined man 
needs these things in order to continue living.  

Sin separates us from the absolute source of life. We exist and live 
apart from the special grace of God, yet within His general grace. Once we 
come to the place of understanding our spiritual poverty before God, 
which causes mourning and ultimately a relinquishing of control in 
meekness to Him, we identify our basic need for Him because we are 
starving. We are spiritually famished, having received no spiritual 
sustenance from the very source of spiritual sustenance. We hunger and 
thirst and even gasp for air once we have tasted the Lord. We crave God’s 
righteousness as we crave food when we are starving. We need His 
righteousness as we need water and without it would die. Those who 
hunger and thirst after righteousness are satisfied, or filled, their needs and 
desires met by the God who created them in His image so He alone might 
meet such needs and desires.  

We need Him in the purest sense of the word “need.” He, 
however, does not “need” us but wants us in the purest sense of that 
word “want.” His love for us is eternal and boundless yet constrained 
by His justice and our sin. Even corrupted by sin, we hunger and thirst 
after Him, whose very being is righteousness. Having His image means 
our purpose and the needs of our most basic nature cannot be fulfilled 
by anything other than God. 
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Spiritual	Nourishment	
To hunger and thirst suggests a basic need is missing to the point of 

endangering life. God fixed the universe with certain physical laws which 
cannot be violated. There may be a force applied to those laws to overcome 
them but the laws themselves cannot be changed or negated. One of these 
laws states life is sustained by taking in specific nourishment designed to 
maintain life.  

In the physical world people need food, water and air to continue 
living. Take away one of these elements for a period of time and the 
person dies. Once dead the person cannot be brought back to life. These 
physical laws of the universe are brutal and unforgiving. How long can a 
person live without food? Over a month, generally, dependent upon how 
much food stores they carry in their bodies. How long can a person life 
without water? Generally, four to seven days, again, dependent upon how 
much water stores they have in their bodies. At about day three or four 
the person’s brain is so deprived of water they go insane. How long can a 
person live without air? Again, it depends upon the circumstance. 
Generally, four minutes is the maximum. Submerged in frigid water, the 
body begins to shut down and go into a type of hibernation. If the 
person is resuscitated after an hour or so they may live with little or no 
harmful side effects.  

How long can a person live without God?  
They cannot.  
Part of the image of God in man is spiritual. People are spiritual and 

physical beings. Just as God fixed the world to sustain physical life in 
specific ways, so He also set the spiritual realm to operate within a set of 
specific laws. This means at physical death people continue to exist 
spiritually. God created man to have a relationship with Him. Breaking that 
relationship does not mean people, when they die in this physical universe 
or world, cease to exist if they are not connected to Him. God created 
people to exist for eternity. Either they exist within His life sustaining 
presence or they exist outside of His life sustaining presence. Either way, 
people continue to exist after physical death.  

Separation from that which sustains physical life concludes in physical 
death. Separation from that which sustains spiritual life concludes in spiritual 
death. Just as dying of thirst or hunger or lack of air causes physical agony, so 
dying from a lack of spiritual nourishment causes spiritual agony. Can you 
imagine existing for eternity separated from any source of nourishment? This 
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is called hell, spiritual separation from God who is the absolute source of 
spiritual life.  

Since man is a spiritual, as well as physical being, he needs both 
spiritual and physical nourishment. Yet, sin has separated man from God, 
the Creator and sustainer of life. God continues to provide for man’s 
physical needs through common grace. Thus, man lives taking in only 
physical nourishment, never spiritual.  

Many have recognized this and begun seeking spiritual nourishment 
from sources other than God. They receive the equivalent of empty 
calories, stuff that fills but does not nourish. Filling oneself up on such 
empty spiritual calories may give a feeling of fullness and a level of 
satisfaction but leaves the person even hungrier, more desperate for that 
feeling of fullness. There is no benefit. In fact, doing this is detrimental and 
harmful. Apart from God the spiritual person starves, becoming 
accustomed and desensitized to the need for spiritual nourishment. This 
may actually be beneficial for those destined for hell. If they do not realize 
the lack of spiritual nourishment now, they may not for eternity.  

God’s call to the individual includes the awakening of the spiritual 
desire for spiritual nourishment which is had only in God. Our relationship 
with Him is determined by Him, not by ourselves. The clay does not say to 
the potter, why did you make me such?  

You turn things upside down! Shall the potter be regarded as the clay, that the thing 
made should say of its maker, “He did not make me”; or the thing formed say of him 
who formed it, “He has no understanding”? (Isa. 29:16) 

Does not the One who created all have absolute rights over what is 
created? Does not the Creator determine how the creation will work and 
exist? For any to say “I do not need God” condemns that person to 
existence away from God.  

Do those in hell lament not being in heaven? Do those in heaven 
question their presence before God, thinking they do not want to be there? 
Perhaps those in hell do not want to be in heaven. Surly, those in heaven 
do not want to be in hell. We are not sent anywhere against our will. 
Ultimately, rebellion against God has absolute consequences. Obedience to 
God must be just as absolute. Still, there is no merit in obedience. 
Obedience is expected.  
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The	Gospel	
Imagine yourself facing something, anything, you know in your 

deepest being is corrupt and vile yet morbidly attractive and provocative. 
You are moving toward this thing, drawn by it irresistibly and the closer 
you come the less vile it is and the more attractive it becomes. It is sin. 
Behind you is God calling you to turn away from sin and toward Him. 
Turning away from sin is repentance. Turning toward God is faith. 
Walking toward God is obedience. Every citizen of the kingdom has 
gone through this transition. Hungering and thirsting for righteousness is 
the culmination of God changing those who are His. 

When we hunger and thirst for His righteousness our desire is 
obedience, to grow ever closer to the source of life. Yet, we are conflicted. 
God does not lift us out of this world or change us so we are never 
tempted or prevent us from actively rebelling against Him. Christians are 
tempted and do fall into sin. We are at war and this war continues as long 
as He wants us in this world. Our struggle between the flesh which wants 
only itself, and the Spirit, which wants only God, rages. This is why so 
many of the admonitions in the Epistles are to stand firm with eyes firmly 
fixed on Him who is our salvation. Those who truly hunger and thirst for 
righteousness know their place in the kingdom and before God is fixed 
and sure. 

Who	is	Jesus?	
Hungering and thirsting for righteousness suggests righteousness is 

necessary for life and is either withheld or missing. While righteousness is 
absolute, based upon the eternal character of God, our relationship with 
God is based on more than mere righteousness. “Mere” is the wrong 
word, for God’s “mere” is eternal and inexhaustible. Straining His 
righteousness through our selfish thinking and self-centered feelings leaves 
us with a wrong understanding of what is missing from our spiritual diet or 
withheld from our spiritual existence. 

Each person lives with a desire to control God. It is the thinking of 
our hearts which tell us if we do not do His will perfectly then we fail. In 
the thinking of our hearts we must hit the bull’s eye of His will otherwise 
we miss. Is not sin characterized as missing the mark? Bull’s eye theology 
suggests if you somehow miss God’s will you can never go back, or start 
over. You cannot take the shot over or act like it never happened. We 
either hit it and win or miss it and lose. 
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This theology holds the absurd belief God’s will for a person is 
changed by the person’s disobedience and that God must then settle for 
second best. So much influence is placed upon the person’s behavior and 
accomplishments God can do little or nothing once that person deviates 
from the stated course. Since an event did not happen within a specific 
time frame God is forced to modify His plan in order to get the person 
back on track. How arrogant. 

There are many places in Scripture where God explicitly states His 
expectations. Though clearly stated, every person in every part of their life, 
under every worldly circumstance, misses the mark. Yes, there are great 
successes followed by even greater failures. God’s ultimate standard is 
absolute righteousness, which none but His Son can achieve. It is His 
righteousness which is missing from our spiritual being and withheld from 
us because of the corruption of sin. 

Once sin corrupts every man and his world no one is capable of 
standing before God in righteousness. God, because He is God, judged 
every sin according to His righteousness and found every person, except 
His Son, wanting. God’s laws, commands, statutes and explicit demands 
are meant to force each person to recognize sin, to realize the 
consequences of sin, and to relinquish control back to God. These laws, 
commands, statutes and explicit demands of God are never meant to 
offer a means for any to attain righteousness with any effort. This does 
not mean we cease trying. It means we recognize our efforts as worthy 
but unable to achieve the result of righteousness.  

There is no such thing as a successful Christian when measured against 
the standards of the world, or self and those around self, and especially 
Satan. Jesus does not ask us to be perfect. He demands it. He does not ask 
us to be holy. He demands it. We fail. He must succeed for us. Here is the 
Object of faith delivering what is promised. He loves those who are His 
because He has decided to, not because we are lovable.  

If only we would recognize our poverty of spirit and mourn our 
failures while recognizing His righteousness and enjoy Him. If only we 
would be weak and rest in His strength. If only we would hunger and 
thirst for His righteousness like our very lives depended upon it. We 
cannot change ourselves. God changes people, preparing them for 
eternity with Him.  
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Our	Need,	His	Righteousness 
Those who hunger and thirst after righteousness are filled with 

righteousness when entering eternity but are covered with 
righteousness while still in the world. We cannot be satisfied short of 
eternity because the abiding effect of sin is the desire to be unrighteous, 
the exact opposite of how God created Man. Still, God’s image in Man 
struggles with righteousness, seeking to attain that for which we were 
initially designed. Though sin corrupted the vessel which holds the 
image of God it did not destroy it. God’s image in Man strives toward 
knowing God while battling self with the desire to place self above 
Him. Those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, even in their 
corrupted selves know and recognize God’s true position. They may 
deny they know but they know. “For what can be known about God is plain 
to them, because God has shown it to them” (Rom. 1:19). 

Our lives, when judged by the righteousness of God, are characterized 
by utter, abject failure. We cannot, under any circumstance or condition, 
meet God’s expectations. It is impossible for us because of our depravity. 
Yet, what is impossible for us is eminently possible with God. He expects 
us to live up to His righteous character in His strength, not our own. 
Without Him the only way this is possible is if we never sinned. Once we 
have sinned there is no returning to a state of no sin. God’s righteous 
judgment against sin demands death as the sentence for rebellion. Christ 
died for us, in our stead. Now, when God sees us it is through the blood of 
His Son. He sees us as righteous even though we are not.  

Our own flesh and the world in which we live tugs and pulls us toward 
sin. Satan does everything in his power to tug and pull us away from God. 
Everything in this world fights against us. Nothing this world or our flesh 
has to offer will in any way help us become righteous.  

In this verse, “blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 
they shall be satisfied” the emphasis is on a continual state of need with an 
ultimate eternal conclusion. This fits the critical reality of a world 
corrupted by sin, filled with a depraved people, assaulted by an enemy 
who wants anything opposite what God wants. God is not blind. He 
knows our condition. Simply because He sees us through the righteous 
blood of His Son means neither He is blind to our sin nor are we 
righteous while still in the world. He will make us righteous when He 
decides, not when we decide. God’s immediate desire for us is that we 
see our need for His righteousness.  
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We need Him. This is not a wish or desire or want. It is a need, like we 
need food and water and air. We need Him. We need Him more than we 
need air. We need Him for our very existence. Even those who do not 
know they need Him, need Him. In this physical world and universe He 
holds all things together. In eternity only those who are His will live, for 
they will be intimately attached to the very source of eternal life, their 
needs fulfilled and guaranteed.  

Right now counts forever. God uses the here and now, the present, to 
prepare us for eternity. Part of our preparation is to understand our total 
dependence upon Him. Another part is to trust Him. He will deliver what 
He has promised. He has promised we will be with Him. What we do now 
does matter but has no influence on our place in eternity. He expects 
obedience. He expects failure. He expects a hungering and thirsting for 
Him. Even though we fail He will succeed.  

Hungering	for	His	Grace	
Our continued existence is sustained by God. His desire for sinful 

man is to acknowledge we know we need Him. Not a simple 
acknowledgment of need then continuing with life uninterrupted. But a 
life interrupted, stopped, recreated, and the direction of life unalterably 
changed. He wants us to seek Him as if our very lives depend up finding 
Him. They do.  

Modern life in the Westernized world has lost the sense of need for 
food known by our immediate ancestors. Before the convenience of large 
stores all life’s necessities had to be grown, hand-made, bartered for or 
done without. Life, and sustaining life, was hard work. Life expectancy was 
short and conditions were harsh. There were a select few who lived in ease 
and pleasure. For the vast majority of people life was lived hand to mouth. 
Even now there are billions of people who live on the edge of life, hunting 
for food, whether in an urban sprawl or a wilderness. 

When a government provides the basic needs of its people, giving 
food and not requiring work, personal motivation for a better lifestyle need 
not exist. Such a lifestyle does nothing to inspire any to seek the source of 
life but has the exact opposite effect. Where all physical needs are 
provided, where desires, wishes and wants are paramount and more often 
than not, filled, need is overwhelmed by ease. Our corrupted self, given 
our basest wants, will never seek God. When the physical feeling of hunger 
and thirst for food is sated without effort there is no spiritual recognition 
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of need let alone seeking to meet that need.  
In Israel, 3,000 years ago, those who were afflicted with leprosy were 

considered outcasts by God. They had to leave their families and live 
separate lives unable to participate in the religious rituals instituted by God 
for His people. They were the untouchables of the Ancient world, walking 
examples of sin. Then Jesus came as God in the flesh. He not only touched 
them but healed them and gave His disciples authority to heal them, also. 
Instead of being a living example of God’s displeasure they became living 
examples of God’s grace and healing of sin. When they sought out Jesus 
and asked for healing, they were healed, restored to the community of 
God’s kingdom. Their momentary discomfort drove them to God, 
resulting in their ultimate benefit.  

God will use our physical circumstances to drive us to Himself. Paul, 
afflicted by an unknown disease, begged God’s release from the “thorn” 
in his flesh.  

So to keep me from being too elated by the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a 
thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from 
being too elated. Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave 
me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect 
in weakness.’’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that 
the power of Christ may rest upon me. (2 Cor. 12:7-9) 

His discomfort drove him to God. He needed God more than he 
needed comfort and physical security. God gave him something this world 
cannot give. Grace, given through the conduit of faith, a tool of 
righteousness, is God’s strength delivered to those viewed as weakest in 
the world. His grace is available to all who hunger and thirst after His 
righteousness.  

Those who receive God’s grace do not then hide behind grace from 
God. Of course, they cannot hide. But some people think if they close 
their eyes and can see no one, then no one can see them. It shows a 
complete lack of understanding of our position before God if we say we 
follow Him but continue to sin without recognizing sin. Those who have 
been given new life and are a new creation, even while remaining in the old 
body, hunger and thirst after righteousness as a natural result of receiving 
grace.  

To hunger and thirst after the righteousness of God shows a change 
from seeking and needing the world, which is running toward death, to 
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seeking and needing God, which is running toward Him and life. A 
fundamental change occurs caused by God within the essence of those 
chosen. This change is the spiritual death of the person, who is condemned 
by sin and sentenced to death, to their raising up to new life because of 
Christ’s righteous sacrifice. Whether struggling for food or with the 
provocation of sin it is the battlefield of the physical which reveals the 
desperate need for the spiritual.  

God takes those who are His and sets them apart from the world for 
Himself. In theology proper this is called “sanctification.” This setting 
apart is not complete while any remain in the physical world, bound by 
sinful flesh. So it is not the completion of being set apart, the final result of 
sanctification, but the striving for and pursuit of, the hungering and 
thirsting for the final place which is most important for all who remain in 
the world.  

Sanctification	
As related to man created in God’s image sanctification means several 

things in Scripture. First, it means to intellectually acknowledge the 
righteous standard and expectations of God. But even if you should suffer for 
righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in 
your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense 
to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you” (1 Pet. 3:14-15). 
Being ready with a defense demands every citizen must work out in their 
minds why they are who they are. When Jesus prays “Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name” (Matt. 6:9), it is an acknowledgment of our position 
before and need of Him.  

Sanctification also means to separate from that which is sinful or 
profane, that which corrupts. God will keep His promise to redeem us 
though we are ever sinful in this life. “They are not of the world, just as I am not 
of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth” (John 17:16-17). 

Finally, sanctification means to purify. Here, all which corrupts is 
driven out of our life as if by fire and we voluntarily give Him control. 
“Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that 
he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that 
he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing, that she might be holy and without blemish” (Eph. 5:25-27). Nothing 
impure will come before God. Everything and everyone who comes into 
His presence must be pure and undefiled.  
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Sanctification is the process God uses to separate us from the 
sinful world in which we live, while preparing us for Himself and 
eternity.  It is apparent, even to those who want nothing to do with 
God, that the world influences our thinking, our feeling, our desires 
and wants. Christians struggle with misinterpreting the desires of their 
flesh for the absolute needs and rights demanded by the world. God 
does not cater to these misplaced, misinterpreted desires. He knows 
what we need and will not deny those needs. He may deny our desires 
and wants. However, He may fulfill our wants and desires when they 
conform to His will, not our own. Sanctification, part of hungering and 
thirsting after righteousness, is the training camp God uses to teach us 
to look to Him and not to ourselves or the world.  

How does God use the world as part of His training? As He changes 
us by conforming us to the likeness of His Son we begin to think and 
feel, to see and recognize, the assault of sin saturating the world and its 
activities. Part of our training is the battle we must actively wage against 
sin. When God brought the people of Israel out of Egyptian captivity 
into the Promised Land, He was explicit in His instructions to kill all of 
the inhabitants. This is harsh, but all those who lived in the land would 
have influenced His people to sin against Him. He set them apart to be 
different and wanted no corrupting influence to take their eyes off Him. 
They did not do as He commanded and have had to fight the corruption 
of the world ever since.  

In the same way, when God saves a person He tells them to kill all of 
the sin in their life. Sin must be purged from the believer’s life so its 
influence does not continue to corrupt what God has changed and is 
purifying. Any sin not obliterated completely will remain, grow and distort 
the Christian’s vision and wisdom. This does not change God’s love for us, 
even knowing He hates sin. His Son died so we might be freed from the 
effects of sin. When He chose us He set us apart for Himself. Why would 
we then continue to sin knowing sin’s consequences? Sanctification is God 
teaching those who are His what it means to be separated from the world 
for His kingdom.  

Sanctification’s first affect is spiritual separation of everything 
righteous from everything which is sinful. It is in full accordance with our 
new nature to desire everything deemed righteous by God and disdain 
everything with even a hint of sin. Yet, like His declared people, the nation 
of Israel, we have not purged sin from our lives. God would have driven 
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the local people out of the Promised Land had His people actively 
continued waging war against them until all was accomplished. They 
stopped fighting allowing the idolatrous people of the land to stay and lead 
them away from God.  

We remain in our sinful flesh even though we have the Spirit of God 
in us. It may take a lifetime but God demands we actively purge sin from 
our lives until we have accomplished His directive. This means we are 
done with sin at physical death. How long it takes, a lifetime, is not an 
excuse to stop fighting and allow sin control. Hungering and thirsting for 
righteousness begins now and continues until we are finally changed. 

Changing us and filling us with His Spirit means we stop hungering 
and thirsting after sin and begin hungering and thirsting after 
righteousness. The world, and all our supposed needs, wants and desires 
are a distraction from what God wants for us. When we place more value 
upon anything God knows we need, worrying and obsessing over it, we say 
to God we do not trust Him. We also say we do not recognize we are His, 
bought with a price. God uses our misplaced desires, the conviction of the 
Holy Spirit, and our own minds and emotions to teach us the danger of all 
which surrounds us in the world.  

When you begin obsessing ask yourself questions. Do I trust God to 
give me what He knows I need? Will my life end if I do not receive what I 
am obsessing over? If my life does end, am I willing to give it to Him who 
has guaranteed me eternal life? Am I really His?  

Sanctification changes our thinking and our feeling while conforming 
our will to Him who controls all things, owns all things and loves us 
unconditionally. When we see ourselves hungering and thirsting after His 
righteousness, even minutely, we can know He is working in us preparing 
us for eternity.  

Characteristics	of	the	Sanctified	Citizen	
When God gave Moses and all who are Israel the written moral law, 

with a foundation of the ten commandments, it was to hold them 
accountable by showing them their rebellion. In Deuteronomy 5, after 40 
years of wandering in the desert because of disobedience, God inspired 
Moses to repeat the ten statements He gave at the beginning of Israel’s 
exodus from Egyptian slavery. At the beginning of their sojourn in the 
desert, while God was inscribing the stone tablets with His law, His people 
were actively sinning. They never stopped sinning. He knew having a 
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written law without a changed heart, a heart which hungers and thirsts for 
righteousness, is futile.  

He also gave instructions about the law and how to study it. They were 
to hunger and thirst after Him by intimately knowing His law. Jesus builds 
on the characteristics needed to obey God’s moral law found in His eternal 
character given to us in His image. These characteristics follow what has 
been discussed within the Sermon on the Mount in the previous three 
elements which define and describe the citizen of the kingdom of heaven. 
It is too easy to study once and forget what was learned. Jesus does not 
give the option to hear Him and then forget. We are never done with the 
qualities He has stated.  

God is true and in Him is no lie. It is the work of the citizen in 
sanctification to seek Him out, to understand who He is and why He works 
as He does. It is not the work of the citizen to try to predict how God will 
work but to study Him and patiently listen for His words and watch for 
His actions. Here, poverty of spirit will help the citizen to immediately 
discern truth from fiction. It is those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness who will delve deeply into the mechanics of the truth and 
how one point affects another.  

Sanctification	Taught	
Six times in Matthew 5:21-48 Jesus points out to His hearers the 

difference between intellectually knowing and simply observing the law or 
only doing what is required and the spirit of the law, intimately knowing 
the law, the Lawgiver, and going beyond what is required.  

You have heard that it was said to those of old… (Matt. 5:21; see also verses 
27, 31, 33, 38, and 43) 

But I say to you… (Matt. 5:22; see also verses 28, 32, 34, 39 and 44) 
He is telling those who listen the central quality of a citizen of the 

kingdom is who they are which dictates what they do. God is making 
citizens who are His not just people who say they are His. Observing the 
law, the Mosaic Law of the Hebrew Scriptures, or any law attributed to 
God, will not make anyone righteous. A life which has grasped the spirit of 
the Law is shown by a going beyond the simple requirements of what is 
written and expected to living the Law without a thought.  

Murder is against the law. Being unjustifiably angry is against God’s 
moral law. Adultery is against the written law. Looking on another to 
sexually lust after them is against God’s moral law. Violating the written 
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law brings physical punishment. Violating the spiritual, moral law of God 
brings separation from God. Those who must be restrained by physical, 
verbal laws are incapable of fulfilling a moral law. There must be a 
fundamental change to their deepest being. This fundamental change is the 
indwelling of the Spirit. 

None of the previous discussion means anything without the attitude 
of servant-hood. Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness by 
pursuing the truth do so because they want to please God and not 
themselves. Service is another measurable tool of sanctification. Those 
who recognize truth and seek it with all their being are cut to the core, 
divided by its edge, separating the dying physical from the living spiritual. 
This is the true work of sanctification, the separation of anything which 
distracts them from seeking God and His righteousness. Service to God is 
more than simply accomplishing a duty. It is throwing oneself into the 
work given by God.  

Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness are directed by God to 
serve and promote Him without putting self above or before Him. 
Abandoning self to God while living in the world demands a relentless 
pursuit of His will and a complete subservience to His moral law. This 
means there is a pursuit of intimacy with God and a relinquishing of 
control of self to God.  

God gives all those who are citizens of His kingdom the Word of 
God, and the training needed to live as a citizen of His while in hostile 
territory. His tool is at once spiritual, intellectual, emotional and willful. It is 
not physical, though we must use this tool within the physical realm. God’s 
Word involves the whole person in the battle because the whole person is 
created by Him in His image and the whole person is redeemed by Him. 

All of these personalities, all of these characteristics, are needed to 
use the truth as a tool. This tool is a sword, double-edged, and cutting 
both ways, outward and inward. Before the tool of truth can effectively 
be used to confront the surrounding lie it must first be used on the 
inner person. God’s truth demands compliance, not simply assent. 
Sanctification, the seeking of truth, makes the citizen fearless in its 
pursuit. Wherever the truth leads, whatever lie it exposes, however it 
unfolds life, those who seek truth will find God.  

For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning 
the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And no creature is hidden from his sight, 
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but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 
(Heb. 4:12-13) 

Start	Enoch	

When Enoch had lived 65 years, he fathered Methuselah. Enoch walked with God 
after he fathered Methuselah 300 years and had other sons and daughters. Thus all 
the days of Enoch were 365 years. Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for 
God took him. (Gen. 5:21-24) 

Enoch walked with God. We know little about this man. He is 
mentioned in five places in Scripture. Three places give the genealogy of 
Adam (see Gen. 5:18-24; 1 Chron. 1:3; Luke 3:37). Joseph, the legal 
father of Jesus, was descended from Enoch. In Genesis he is described as 
one who “walked with God,” an adjective which describes no other person 
in the descendants from Adam to Noah. Enoch lived in a way which 
pleased God.  

He walked with God. He did not hide from God like Adam and Eve 
in the garden after rebelling against a specific command. He did not argue 
with God, trying to justify his sin like Cain after killing his brother. He was 
not like everyone else who lived at that time. “That the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually” (Gen. 6:5). Although born in sin, carrying the condemnation 
faced by every person who has every lived descended from Adam, Enoch 
sought God.  

Enoch had a relationship with God in spite of the internal bent to 
corruption which would drive every other person away from their Creator. 
Hindsight, and Scripture, tells us God was drawing Enoch to Himself. We 
can also say, from the implications of Scripture, God draws all people to 
Himself, but they ignore Him, seek their own satisfaction, build their own 
moral codes and place their own unreasonable expectations on others.  

All people are closely related by birth. Because of man’s wickedness 
the breakdown of everyone’s relationship with God is apparent. 
However, God drew Enoch to Himself and Enoch obeyed. Perhaps he 
fought with God, struggling in his mind and heart with knowing and 
trusting Him. We know Enoch had a intimate relationship with God. 
Walking with God is not a simple physical activity. Walking with God 
involves the whole person.  

Enoch did not taste death. He was “not, for God took him.” Every other 
person mentioned died, for God specifically states of them, “and he died.” 
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Every person died because of the sentence of death of Adam. Not Enoch. 
Hebrews gives us more about Enoch.  

By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not 
found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended 
as having pleased God. And without faith it is impossible to please him, for 
whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards 
those who seek him. (Heb. 11:5-6) 

Death is the universal sentence for rebelling against God. When God 
placed Adam in the garden He gave one prohibition on pain of death, 
“dying, you will die” (See Gen. 2:18) if you eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. This prohibition was for Adam and everyone 
descended from Adam. When Adam sinned everyone sinned in him. Even 
Enoch sinned in Adam. But Enoch did not see physical death. He was 
commended by God for having faith, which pleases God. Nothing we do 
in our strength pleases God. However, using faith and the tools He has 
given through the gift of faith pleases Him. Enoch pleased God, not 
because he worked and did stuff for God but because he used the gift God 
gave him for Him.  

There is only one reason why a person would not taste death who had 
been sentenced to death. Another took his place and died for him. God’s 
justice is nor arbitrary but certain. One other person in Scripture did not 
taste death. Elijah was taken up (see 2 Kings 2:11) then appears with Jesus 
at the transfiguration (see Matt. 17:3-4; Mark 9:4; Luke 9:30). Elijah was a 
man of faith. Jesus who has died for us also died for him. That God 
decided Enoch and Elijah would not taste death does not mean God set 
aside the sentence of death for them. They were not perfect, but born in 
sin and rebellion. They pleased God because of what He gave them, not 
because of anything they did (see Hebrews 11:1-6). 

Enoch was a man who pursued righteousness. He loved God and 
hated sin. He submitted himself to God as His servant, using the tools 
God gave to live in a world which hated God. He willfully acted according 
to what he knew was truth. He pursued righteousness with his whole 
person. Jude sites an unnamed source when he gives the words of a 
prophecy of Enoch which shows his disdain for everything ungodly.  

It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, 
“Behold, the Lord came with ten thousands of his holy ones, to execute judgment on 
all and to convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness that they have 
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committed in such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things that ungodly sinners 
have spoken against him.” (Jude 14-15) 

Enoch hungered and thirsted for righteousness and was eternally 
filled. 

Ezra	

Now after this, in the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, . . . this Ezra went up 
from Babylonia. He was a scribe skilled in the Law of Moses that the LORD the 
God of Israel had given, and the king granted him all that he asked, for the hand 
of the LORD his God was on him. (Ezra 7:1, 6) 

For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the LORD, and to do it and to 
teach his statutes and rules in Israel. (Ezra 7:10) 

Ezra, a direct descendant of Aaron, Moses‘ brother, the first chief 
priest, diligently followed the pattern of those in his lineage. Today, 
most people do not care about their lineage, for the ancestors of a 
person do not make the person. This is not how the ancients thought. 
Each generation carefully followed those who had come before. They 
were trained to take seriously the work of their fathers, the reputation 
of their family, even the honor of their country.  

Ezra was a priest, one of the exiles, who may have been born in exile. 
Being an exile did not extinguish the passion his family had for God, for 
Israel, the Law of God, or any of the traditions. Exile refined those thoughts 
and attitudes, purging all that brought about God’s wrath and displeasure. 
Ezra took seriously his place in Israel. Scripture states he had “set his heart to 
study the Law of the LORD, and to do it and to teach his statutes and rules to Israel” 
(Ezra 7:10). He had taken time needed to become intimately familiar with 
the Law of the Lord. But, he did not simply study the law. He did the law, 
applying it to every part of his life. Finally, he was dedicated to teaching the 
law to those chosen by God. 

One of the major attitudes of a teacher throughout time is not the 
desire to stand before people and teach but the passion to study and learn, 
to ponder and apply. In many ways it is the teacher who thoughtfully tests 
truth, bringing truth before his students so they might be further tested 
and refined. Those who wish to control their students, churning out 
smaller replicas of themselves, may have the personality of a teacher but do 
not have the heart. Teachers want to know the truth and be able to explain 
truth to others so they may know. True teachers want to live the truth even 



	104	

more than being able to explain it to others. If Ezra had never returned to 
Jerusalem he would still have passionately studied God’s Word. And done 
it. And taught it.  

God prepared Ezra, setting him apart for Himself from before 
birth for the time when he would be sent by a pagan king to the land of 
his ancestors and the city of his fathers to teach God’s Word. “And you, 
Ezra, according to the wisdom of your God that is in your hand, appoint 
magistrates and judges who may judge all the people in the province Beyond the 
River, all such as know the laws of your God. And those who do not know them, 
you shall teach” (Ezra 7:25). If they didn’t know the laws of God, Ezra 
was to teach them. Teaching people about God was not only his job or 
work but also his passion and desire. 

Ezra gathered together those he would need from the exiles and they 
returned to Jerusalem. Even with confidence which comes with a well-
thought through theology sinful man will continue to fear. Ezra is no 
different. God had not finished His work of preparing Ezra to go and 
teach. He continued working on and preparing the whole person who was 
Ezra for the immediate task and the eternal position which was his. It is 
the whole person who follows God and it is the whole person God leads 
and draws to Himself.  

All of the king’s resources were at Ezra’s disposal and the full power 
of the king’s authority behind his actions. Yet, Ezra saw the difference 
between the authority of a mere king and the omnipotence of the King of 
all kings. Where the earthly king could try to protect Ezra and his 
entourage with force the Eternal King would change the momentary 
circumstances of the universe to protect Ezra, His servant. 

Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river Ahava, that we might humble ourselves 
before our God, to seek from him a safe journey for ourselves, our children, and all 
our goods. For I was ashamed to ask the king for a band of soldiers and horsemen 
to protect us against the enemy on our way, since we had told the king, “The hand 
of our God is for good on all who seek him, and the power of his wrath is against 
all who forsake him.” So we fasted and implored our God for this, and he listened 
to our entreaty. (Ezra 8:21-23) 

God set apart Ezra for Himself and for His service and nothing would 
hinder God completing what He started. Ezra faced his fear of the world 
with an intimate knowledge of God.  
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Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness are teachers of God’s 
Word. Their desire is for God’s righteousness, not their own. For anyone 
who thinks for even a moment at the direction of the Holy Spirit will see 
their own sin and its consequences and know imposing their personal, 
sinful set of laws on others will bring anarchy. God’s moral Law is freedom 
from sin while the individual’s arbitrary code entraps and enslaves. Ezra set 
his heart to know God and His Word, not man’s philosophy and his 
rambling excuses. 

Almost as soon as he arrived in Jerusalem a grievous sin was brought 
to his attention. It was the sin of Solomon. God’s people who had been 
left in the area of Israel and Judah after the exile had mingled with other 
peoples and compromised their integrity before God being influenced by 
paganism. It does not say explicitly they worshiped other gods but there 
can be no other result. His chosen people were not pursuing righteousness. 

After these things had been done, the officials approached me and said, “The people 
of Israel and the priests and the Levites have not separated themselves from the 
peoples of the lands with their abominations, from the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the 
Amorites. For they have taken some of their daughters to be wives for themselves 
and for their sons, so that the holy race has mixed itself with the peoples of the 
lands. And in this faithlessness the hand of the officials and chief men has been 
foremost.” As soon as I heard this, I tore my garment and my cloak and pulled 
hair from my head and beard and sat appalled. (Ezra 9:1-3) 

Had they not been experiencing the punishment of God for their 
disobedience? Was not the exile, the overrunning of Israel, the destruction 
of Jerusalem, enough to convince them God demands obedience for all 
His words? Yet the influence of pagan thinking and feeling crept into every 
facet of their lives, a subtle assault upon the calling and setting apart to 
God with excuses of selfishness. Sin must be hated. Sin’s consequences 
must be felt. Control of self must be relinquished. God will purge sin from 
those who are His.  

Modern, or post-modern reasoning, will look at Ezra chapters 9 and 
10 and see something worse than the purging of people by execution when 
God commanded His people to enter the land He was giving them. How 
can a loving God rip families apart? Sin rips families apart. God hates sin. 
Those whom He has set apart for Himself are told, not asked, to purge all 
sin from their lives. Christians are told to hate sin and love God, to mourn 
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over sin and to turn themselves completely over to God. We are to war 
against anything which comes in contact with us which brings sin to us. “If 
your right hand causes you to sin” or “if your right eye causes you to sin” Jesus tells us 
to cut it off or pluck it out (see Matt. 5:29-30). While I will not take these 
words literally, I will take them spiritually and temporally. We, like the 
Israelites, are commanded to place God before anything and everything in 
the world, even ourselves.  

Ezra’s decision to rip apart families is controversial and I struggle 
with it. But, we are alive now, not then, and God is speaking to me 
through His Word now. Imposing modern thinking upon an ancient 
people is a subterfuge to ignore or rationalize away the command and 
authority of God over those who are His. Hungering and thirsting for 
righteousness is not lusting for unrighteousness. They fight 
unrighteousness with every ounce of their person and sacrifice the 
temporal stuff which hinders and distracts and leads away from God. 
Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness are those who God 
covers and fills with righteousness. 

Luke	

Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have 
been accomplished among us, just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses 
and ministers of the word have delivered them to us, it seemed good to me also, 
having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for 
you, most excellent Theophilus, that you may have certainty concerning the things 
you have been taught. (Luke 1:1-4) 

Luke wrote over a quarter of the New Testament and was a 
sometimes companion of Paul from his second missionary journey to his 
imprisonment in Rome. While Paul was imprisoned in Caesarea for two 
years before appealing to Caesar, Luke took many opportunities to 
interview eyewitnesses to Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. 

Paul mentions Luke three times in his letters (Colossians 4:14; 2 
Timothy 4:11; and Philemon 24) but he never mentions his own name. 
When Luke wrote to Theophilus it was with the express intent to tell him 
the truth. He was not an eyewitness to the events recorded but painstakingly 
searched for and interviewed those who were. While Paul was imprisoned in 
Caesarea Luke had ample opportunity to travel throughout the country and 
collect his information. He interviewed eyewitnesses to Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection. 
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In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and 
teach, until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through 
the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. He presented himself alive to 
them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 
speaking about the kingdom of God. (Acts 1:1-3) 

Luke obviously spoke to many people as he collected stories about 
Jesus. While we don’t know much about the man himself, we can see the 
quality of his work, of his research and writing abilities. He never claims to 
be an eyewitness but does claim to have spoken with eyewitnesses. He was 
a careful researcher and used the best Greek to express himself. He used 
medical terms liberally, words which would not have been used by a poor 
Jew of Galilee or Judah. He did not use slang nor quote from others. What 
he wrote was in his own style. His intent was to verify and validate the 
stories told Theophilus for his assurance. 

While there are many stories in the Gospel of Luke found in Mark and 
Matthew and even John, there are also many unique to his gospel. Over 
and over he gives points of historical significance from a perspective of the 
Greek, not the Jew. Many have tried to debunk Luke as the author, 
suggesting His historical references are wrong. Over and again, as more 
evidence is discovered and collected, his historical references have been 
shown accurate.  

While not a biography of Jesus, the Gospel of Luke does have a 
unique vision of the man. He collected and presented evidence which 
shows Jesus is who He says He is.  

“O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Was 
it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory.” 
Beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning himself. (Luke 24:25-27) 

Add to this the evidence of the growth of the Church in the Acts of 
the Apostles and you find a complete picture of Christ changing people 
and making them His own.  

Luke did not do this work for himself, nor just for Theophilus. He was 
driven, needing to know the truth and to test that truth about the one 
called Jesus. He did not falter or plagiarize or make up a fantasy. He 
hungered and thirsted for righteousness by demanding of himself 
knowledge of the evidence, of what he believed. He trusted the Object of 
his faith, willing to associate and even care for Paul while traveling to 
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hostile regions and sitting in jails and prisons. He obeyed the commands of 
God even when it meant putting himself at risk.  

Conclusion	
Man can live in this physical world and even exist for all eternity 

without having a spiritually alive relationship with God. But man 
cannot really live without God. For people created in the image of God 
living is more than day-to-day existence. Having His image allows us to 
go beyond the mundane, which we still endure, to vitality and growth, 
with benefits given now which grow in scope and substance for 
eternity. He created us to fulfill a timeless purpose beginning at birth in 
the physical world and culminating in eternity. In Him is life. Away 
from Him is existence without life. 

Physical life is impossible without God for “he makes his sun rise on the 
evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust” (Matt. 5:45). He 
has set the universe to follow principles He established which work 
regardless of a person’s love or hatred for the Creator. He distinguishes 
between those who are His and those who are not, giving eternal life to 
the former and withholding eternal life from the latter.  

Our physical existences is permeated, bent and corrupted by sin. Even 
our flesh rebels against God. Those who are His have His Spirit, a 
guarantee of eternal life. But, this having, this belonging to Him, this being 
filled with the Spirit, exacerbates the consequences of sin in the thinking of 
the hearts of those declared righteous, revealing the absolute need for God, 
both temporarily and eternally.  

We need Him for more than just physical life. We need the spiritual 
nourishment He offers so we might have a strong, binding relationship 
with Him because He created and sustains us. Sin continually reveals our 
fundamental need for God. We were created to have a personal 
relationship with Him, and hunger and thirst for that relationship when it 
is broken and separated from Him. Our drive for a spiritual relationship is 
so intense those who hate God will try to fill themselves with anything 
spiritual, opening themselves to the demonic, condemning themselves to 
eternal existence without the absolute Source of spiritual life. We cannot 
feed ourselves. We must be fed by God. Empty spiritual calories might 
give the illusion of fullness but only accelerate starvation.  

Jesus is emphatic when He states He is the only source of life. We 
need physical food, water, air to continue living physically. The God of the 
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universe established these physical laws and, at His will, can suspend them 
for a moment in our time. 

That which we need in this world is only a dim reflection of what 
God says is necessary for true life. Eternal, spiritual nourishment is a 
right relationship with God. Jesus’ characterizes those who are His in 
this world as needing and seeking righteousness with the intensity of 
hunger and thirst. 

Even the physical food we eat sustains us for only a short time. Again 
and again, we must eat or we die. God gave Israel, wandering through the 
desert on their way to the Promised Land, manna. When they rebelled 
against Him and were punished with 40 years of wandering in the desert, 
He continued to sustain them with manna. When they grumbled and 
complained, rebelled by worshiping false gods, did not trust Him who 
brought them out of Egypt with a mighty hand and miracle after miracle, 
He continued supplying their needs miraculously, every day, with manna. 
Until they entered the Promised Land He gave them manna. Once in the 
Promised Land He continued to give them food, promised them food, as 
long as they followed Him with their whole hearts. But He no longer gave 
them manna. 

Jesus tells us the same. We must want Him with our whole hearts, 
hungering and thirsting for the righteousness which is only His.  

No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will 
raise him up on the last day. It is written in the Prophets, “And they will all be 
taught by God.” Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to 
me— not that anyone has seen the Father except him who is from God; he has 
seen the Father. Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. I am 
the bread of life. Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 
This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not 
die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this 
bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world 
is my flesh. (John 6:44-51) 

For those separated from Him, righteousness is a gift given by God. 
Enoch sought God with his whole heart, contrary to all who lived at that 
time. Ezra, returning from exile, taught the people and even forced them 
to learn and practice the righteousness of God. Luke wanted to know the 
truth of what he was hearing, talked to people, eyewitnesses, studied and 
examined their testimony, compiled and wrote the truth of what he 
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learned. Each sought God and was given that which only God can and 
will give. 

God calls the whole person not just a part of them. It is the whole 
person who seeks God and the whole person who finds Him. We cannot 
divide ourselves into various sections, separating our lives into differing 
parts, one area remaining untouched by another. Who we are is reflected in 
every area and in everything we do and say. All of the evidence of our 
whole person is judged by God, evidence of our hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, rendered worthy of praise or of condemnation. God will 
show Himself and His pleasure to those willing to see and fill with 
righteousness those willing to be filled, supplying eternal satisfaction.  

Hungering and thirsting for righteousness is only the midpoint of the 
description of who the Christian is according to God. It is the evidence of 
our lives which show the intent of our desires. It is the evidence of our lives 
which show the satisfaction, the filling of God’s righteousness in those who 
are His.  

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
(Matt. 5:6) 

	


