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Blessed are the Peacemakers 
for They Shall  be Called Sons of God. 

Introduction 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. (Matt. 5:9) 
Peace.  
We desire freedom from conflict to pursue our interests without 

restraint or threat or failure. We long for peace to the point of ignoring 
conflict, or hopelessly hoping conflict will go away or cease and no 
longer plague us or those who are ours. We even excuse irresponsibility 
and minor criminal acts which may cause unwanted conflict to maintain a 
tenuous peace. Underneath the desire for peace is a moral foundation 
and emotions designed by God to interpret and signal danger about 
those actions and attitudes which compromise our position before Him.  

If we listened to the internal warning signs we would know why we 
have no peace, especially with God. Every fiber of our being screams out 
the reality of our separation from God. We are not at peace with Him 
and He will not give His peace unless we are morally right before Him. 

Still, we want peace at almost any cost because peace is the evidence 
of security and contentment. Whole institutions within societies are built 
to promote peace. Law enforcement officers are trained to keep the 
peace. Envoys and ambassadors are sent to negotiate peace between 
peoples and groups and nations. Even our religious leaders espouse 
peace, often falsely, many teaching we have peace with God. 

Yet, there is no peace. 
So, we look to “peacemakers” to help negotiate peace. 
One of the worldly characteristics of a peacemaker is the ability to 

find compromise between those conflicted. Peacemakers are esteemed, 
lauded and showered with rewards and gifts, written about and 
remembered, at least for a short time.  

One of the consequences of such worldly acclaim is the redefining 
and misinterpreting of what Jesus actually means by being a peacemaker. 
Those who are true peacemakers do not negotiate conflicts between 
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individuals or find common ground between countries, bringing together 
enemies to identify compromises where both agree.  

Peace is not lack of conflict but a place of rest before the One who 
has authority to judge. True peace has little to do with the world and 
everything to do with eternity. True peacemakers bring condemned 
sinners to the loving Judge of sin, who desires complete reconciliation 
and absolute obedience.  

A peacemaker is someone who wants those created in the image of 
God to have peace with God. Once a person has peace with God, they 
are changed. This does not mean they will have peace with those around 
them but that they have recognized sin, realized its consequences and 
abandoned themselves to God, their Creator and Sustainer. They are 
changed and made His and begin hungering and thirsting for His 
righteousness, to do His will, as His servant.  

They actively love Him, who actively loved them and showed His 
mercy to all through the sacrifice of His Son. They are selflessly loved by 
God and, in return, selflessly love God through the sacrifice of their 
obedience by selflessly loving those whom God loves. They are whole as 
God has made them and who is making them complete. Being a 
peacemaker is the final element found in the makeup of the spiritually 
whole citizen of the kingdom of God, according to the teaching of Jesus 
in the Sermon on the Mount.  

Where I have characterized mercy as active love and purity of heart 
as selfless love, a peacemaker is someone I characterize as having tough 
love. God will not allow anything of the world to compromise the peace 
of God. It is a spiritual state reflected through the life of the Christian to 
the world. Those at peace with God confound and convict those of the 
world. True peacemakers have an unshakeable demeanor which believes, 
trusts and obeys God in the harshest of circumstances. Only those at 
peace with God will show the evidence of such a life.  

Peace. No Peace. 
We will never find peace in this or from this world.  
I watch those around me. I work in a large public inner-city library. I 

ride a commuter train to work every day. Once a week I work late, riding 
in after 10 AM and then home after 8 PM. I see and work with raw 
humanity, from babies to the elderly, every ethnic background and 
financial makeup. And every mental state.  
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My colleagues are educated, many having earned two graduate 
degrees. Libraries are stimulating and mundane, exciting and dangerous. 
In 1993 two of my colleagues and friends were murdered at the 3rd floor 
information desk, a desk we regularly worked together. 

As I ride the train and work in the Library, amidst professionals, 
students, welfare recipients and homeless, I hear and see the insanity of a 
world controlled by sin. There is no peace. There is family conflict, 
arguments and fights, verbal and physical. I hear about lawsuits from new 
attorneys and the breakdown of government from government 
employees. I hear people bragging about their prison time with others 
who have been inside. I hear vulgar diatribes against the police, 
neighbors, lost friendships, parents, children, white and black people, 
anyone and everyone. I see families disintegrate.  

I, and others, have been reviled for reading a Bible and speaking 
about spiritual truth. I hear the gospel being told by some more 
concerned about the person’s eternal salvation than their personal 
comfort.  

When I get to work I am before the public for most of the day. My 
work is a haven for the homeless and mentally compromised. Where else 
can they loiter for 10 hours without being told to leave? Most are quiet, 
staying under the radar. Some are angry, mentally deranged. It is not 
uncommon to see Police or Emergency Personnel in the building.  

Many know the Library is a place to use the Internet all day, looking 
at movies, playing video games or immersing their hearts and minds in 
every kind of pornography.  

Many come in with legitimate questions or needs. They want to fix 
something, anything from dinner to themselves, from cars to appliances, 
from grades to their jobs. Yet, much of the nonfiction collection in any 
public library has nothing to do with truth. Self-help books, magazines, 
audios, teach about how the world tries to fix what it cannot fix. Our 
world cannot fix itself.  

Most of the people I see have no peace. Some try to fix their lack of 
peace without God. Others have relinquished control of themselves to 
themselves, or the world, or Satan, breaking all moral boundaries. They 
are academically or chemically bent and have given themselves 
permission to sin. Brief lulls in their internal war do nothing to make 
peace in their lives. Their apparent conflict may stop when they are 
passed out on the street, lost in an image, find themselves in a new 
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relationship, distracted by anything, but the inner battle rages. I am 
surrounded by counterfeit lives leading to death.  

How many people do we know whose inner peace is based on a lie? 
Religious ritual and idolatry fuels their lives, sustaining the perception of 
peace. Such people have curled into themselves. Their peace has no 
eternal value. Even its temporary value is suspect and tenuous.  

To have peace with God means having no peace with the world. 
There may be a time where there is no conflict but the very presence of 
one at peace with God convicts and condemns and brings conflict. 
Worldly peace, however such peace is described, means no peace with 
God.  

“Rest in Peace”  
If there is anything consistent in the makeup of man it is the reality 

of sin and consequent physical death. In our rebellion we excuse and 
ignore sin. We cannot ignore or avoid death. We can refuse to 
acknowledge God all of our physical lives until we come before Him. 

Jesus told His disciples of His impending death at the hands of His 
enemies in Jerusalem.   

I think Peter spoke for the group. He pulled Jesus aside and rebuked 
Him, suggesting Jesus was not going to die as He described. While we 
could debate Peter’s motivations, his refusal to accept the impending death 
of a loved one is more prominent. He could not imagine the man before 
him, robust, quick witted, strong, facing death. Jesus bested the Pharisees. 
He would continue to best them. There is no way Jesus would be 
murdered by anyone.  

Jesus rebuked the liar who inspired Peter to believe the lie. “Get 
behind me Satan” (Matt. 16:23). Wishful thinking is just that. It has no 
foundation in truth and therefore no substance. 

Christians are probably more afraid of the process of dying than of 
actual death. If we knew when we were going to die would we not get 
our house in order? Would we tremble and quake because we do not 
know Him or face death with peace because we do know Him. Moses 
was told he would not enter the Promised Land so he prepared the 
people to follow God after his death. Then was gathered to his people 
atop a mountain overlooking the land he could not enter. There is no 
indication he feared dying. 

Often it is not the one dying who is afraid but those gathered around 
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facing the reality of losing a loved that are the most distressed. Leaving 
loved ones, through death, might bring resignation and acceptance of 
one’s circumstance. Trapped by the world, those who continue to live 
want to build a false peace to placate their emotional upheaval.  

“Rest in peace” is an accepted euphemism stuffed with wishful 
thinking. Where there is no peace with God there can be no peace in 
death. Where there is no fear of God there is no desire to be right before 
Him. Death becomes a purposefully ignored unknown filled with 
superstitious possibilities based upon fantasy. 

Jesus set His face toward Jerusalem where He would face a violent 
death at the hands of professional executioners. He knew this and He 
was at peace. He asked God to take away the cup but submitted Himself 
to His Father, for He knew the peace He had could not be taken, even by 
death. How we face death, our own and the death of a loved one, is a 
test. Do we know we have peace with God? Do we know the person 
dying has peace with God? Do we live for God?  

Death could not hold Jesus. He was raised from the dead. Those who 
are His need have no fear of death. Those who are not His should 
absolutely fear death. 

Distractions to Peace  
Making ourselves or anything in the world, especially our stuff, more 

important than God, is sin. Making another person more important than 
God is sin. Our actions will show the evidence of sin, pointing at our 
rebellion against God. We are willingly compelled by a combination of 
worldly distraction and the thinking of our hearts toward sin. We want to 
control the circumstances which bring and secure peace. 

Rejecting God, we sacrifice true peace to gain control over a false 
peace. We convince ourselves that which is sin is not sin in order to 
maintain emotional control. We are completely out of control but as long 
as we feel in control we are at momentary peace with ourselves. As soon 
as we perceive either real or imagined danger to our emotional peace we 
launch into the fight or flight mode, or we freeze. As long as we 
concentrate upon ourselves and the fabricated right to ownership of stuff 
we are in danger of losing peace. It is not the stuff, or the collection of 
stuff, which challenges our peace, but the attitude which says this stuff is 
ours by divine right. 

Jesus trained His disciples to go and teach Israel what the people 
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needed to know. Initially, on the first trip out (see Matt. 10), they were to 
take nothing with them, allowing the people to meet their needs. He gave 
them authority and instructed them how to discern who was worthy and 
who was not. Did their peace stay on the place or return to them? Expect 
persecution, for His message was designed to stimulate conviction of sin 
and demand repentance. People who heard and responded either 
relinquished control to God or fought against Him. 

We are not designed to control without being under God’s authority. 
Adam was given dominion over the world as part of the image of God 
and with his place of authority. He sinned, rebelling against God. In 
Adam we sin and rebel against God. When sin entered, we did not lose 
the image of dominion but God’s authority to control. We replaced His 
authority with our own, manufacturing a right to own with no 
consideration of God’s ultimate right to ownership. 

God gave us His image so we might have a relationship with Him 
whose eternal being as Three in One defines all relationships. True peace 
is found first and only in God. 

It appears the dynamic is first peace with God, then peace with 
others based upon peace with God and, finally internal peace founded 
and based upon peace with God and with others. Where our peace with 
God is threatened because of our insistence upon control, God will 
wrench away that control. He will not allow anything in and of this world 
to compromise our relationship with Him. If you own something and 
have turned it into an idol, He will break it. If a relationship is an idol, He 
will demand our eyes move from the other to Him no matter the 
temporal, worldly consequence. 

Those who belong to God will not have peace in this world. This does 
not mean they will have no peace. It means their peace is eternal not 
temporal, fixed in the thinking of God’s heart. When we struggle with a 
lack of peace God shows the attachment to that which is other than God 
so we might detach from it and rest in Him. Our peace was bought for us 
by His Son, Jesus Christ. We must work with God to change the thinking 
of our hearts. 

Think Like … 
When they came to Capernaum, the collectors of the two-drachma tax went 

up to Peter and said, “Does your teacher not pay the tax?”  
He said, “Yes.”  
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And when he came into the house, Jesus spoke to him first, saying, “What 
do you think, Simon? From whom do kings of the earth take toll or tax? From 
their sons or from others?” And when he said, “From others,” Jesus said to him, 
“Then the sons are free. However, not to give offense to them, go to the sea and 
cast a hook and take the first fish that comes up, and when you open its mouth 
you will find a shekel. Take that and give it to them for me and for yourself.” 
(Matt. 17:24-27) 

This story devastates me. Not because Peter obviously fails. Nor 
because Jesus is gracious to the failure of one of His disciples. Both 
points are true and hard enough to consider without demanding critical 
self-examination. I obviously fail and Jesus is gracious eternally with my 
failures. God demands self-examination but only through the perspective 
of His Holy Spirit living in each of those who are His.  

I am devastated because Peter’s compromise plays into the thinking 
and expectations of the world in which Peter lived. Instead of 
confronting the world with its sin, with its wrong thinking, its upside-
down perspective of God and His gracious requirements, Peter kowtows 
to the world. Instead of immediately retorting with “why should the Lord 
of the temple pay the temple tax?” he gives evidence of his own worldly 
thinking. And mine.  

Our psychology is deeply ingrained by a lifetime of worldly thinking, 
feeling like the world and acting like the world. Every incident and 
circumstance of Peter’s life found itself in his response. He grew up a 
Jew, constrained by sin and the ungodly expectations of Jewish traditions. 
He worked, paid taxes, sweated to provide for his family, paid taxes, 
endangered his life every time he went out in his boat, and paid taxes. No 
matter how much he hated taxes he knew the facts of a controlling 
faction who demanded the tax.  

This was a Temple tax for the support of the work of the Temple. It 
was called a tribute. Read God’s command to Moses and Israel: 

The LORD said to Moses, “When you take the census of the people of Israel, 
then each shall give a ransom for his life to the LORD when you number them, 
that there be no plague among them when you number them. Each one who is 
numbered in the census shall give this: half a shekel according to the shekel of the 
sanctuary (the shekel is twenty gerahs), half a shekel as an offering to the 
LORD. Everyone who is numbered in the census, from twenty years old and 
upward, shall give the LORD’s offering. (Exod. 30:11-14) 
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If I am reading this correctly this tribute was given once by the 
people who came out of Egypt to support the Tent of Meeting. After 
this it was the tithes and offerings which would support the Priesthood 
and Temple. When did the freely given tithes of the Scripture change into 
a tax? How comfortably fixed he was in his thinking.  

So am I.  
Sometimes it’s just easier to not fight. Especially when blind-sided by 

those who have fallen deeply into an ever conniving world. Hadn’t Peter 
walked on water? Then sank because of unbelief? Hadn’t Peter confessed 
Jesus as Christ? Then blurted out, influenced by Satan, that He couldn’t 
be Christ? Hadn’t Peter just seen His Lord metemorphesized, 
transfigured into who He really is? And then tried to keep the Creator of 
the world confined to the world? Peter was a failure. So what?  

Peter belonged to God and was being changed by God, prepared for 
eternity in the kingdom of God. God takes people, failures, and makes 
them successes. He takes those who are incapable of doing His will 
under their own strength and works through them with His eternal 
strength. He probes and teaches, reveals and convicts, confronts and 
graciously soothes, holds us in His hand and will never let any take us 
away from Him. Throughout Peter’s failures he showed he wanted, in the 
deepest part of his being, to follow His Lord.  

I’m devastated because when I am challenged by the world to think 
like the world, I do. God wants me to stop thinking like the world and 
start thinking like a citizen of His kingdom. I fail. So what? Every 
probing conviction of the Holy Spirit continues the preparation for 
eternity and ultimate peace with God. 

The Price of Peace  
The Lord said to Moses, “When you take the census of the people of Israel, then 
each shall give a ransom for his life to the Lord when you number them, that 
there be no plague among them when you number them. Each one who is 
numbered in the census shall give this: half a shekel according to the shekel of the 
sanctuary (the shekel is twenty gerahs), half a shekel as an offering to the Lord. 
Everyone who is numbered in the census, from twenty years old and upward, shall 
give the Lord’s offering. The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give 
less, than the half shekel, when you give the Lord’s offering to make atonement 
for your lives. You shall take the atonement money from the people of Israel and 
shall give it for the service of the tent of meeting, that it may bring the people of 
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Israel to remembrance before the Lord, so as to make atonement for your lives.” 
(Exod. 30:11-16) 

I asked when the tithe turned into a tax. Scripture never calls what is 
collected for the Temple or the priests a tax.  

How often was a census taken in Israel? What are the words used to 
describe the money collected. What are the implications to the story in 
Matthew 17? What are the implications for the Christian throughout 
history?  

In the Hebrew Scripture there are several words used for numbering 
the people. However, the word used in Exodus 30 is better translated 
“muster” which means head, top, beginning, chief or choicest, as well as 
sum or division. Three times God commands Israel to count the fighting 
men, not the entire population. Before they entered the Promised Land 
each fighting man was required to redeem themselves.  

Toward the end of his life King David counted the fighting men. He 
was not instructed by God to do so, nor is there any indication those 
counted paid redemption for their lives. Counting the fighting men of 
Israel was an act of arrogance and the entire nation was punished for 
David’s rebellion. 

In Exodus the money collected from each person counted was not 
called a tax but the price for atonement. During these censuses the 
people were not redeemed by an offer of sacrifice. They paid for their 
own lives. Perhaps, and I am only making an assumption, they redeemed 
themselves from the possible death they would face as a warrior for the 
Lord. Not paying the redemption was certain death. Death in war is a 
fact facing all. Being in God’s army and redeemed guaranteed life even 
during war.  

Those numbered were going to war. They were entering the 
Promised Land and devoting the inhabitants to destruction. God 
promised to be with them, yet they refused to go in, except for Joshua 
and Caleb, because of fear. So none went. God turned them around 
because of their rebellion. At the end of their wanderings, before they 
went in to take possession of the land, another census was taken. Not 
one man was alive, except for Joshua and Caleb, counted in the first 
census. Their rebellion against God, in the face of His absolute promise, 
guaranteed their deaths before seeing what was promised. They paid the 
redemption price but still died in the wilderness because of rebellion. 

Whatever money was collected was God’s just as much as they were 
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God’s people. Each person gave the same amount whether rich or poor 
and redemption was a sign to them of their inclusion in God’s kingdom, 
His army, and His victory. It is called atonement money. Atonement 
brought peace between God and His people.  

We are at war in this world. While here we are enlisted in His army, at 
war with His enemies. Rebelling against this purpose does not remove us 
from His kingdom, for we are at peace with Him. We are not at peace with 
this world. When Peter compromised with those seeking the temple tax, 
which is not even vaguely related to the redemption money collected 
during the two census’ in Numbers, he sought to mitigate conflict with the 
world. Jesus moved his thinking, and moves mine, back to the truth of His 
kingdom. Money has no value in His kingdom. It is the people who are 
His who have value.  

God redeemed us yet we are still responsible to obey. Those who are 
rich must rely upon the blood of Christ and offer themselves. Those who 
are poor must rely upon the blood of Christ and offer themselves. Only 
as a citizen of His kingdom will we have peace. We do not get to choose 
the method or means of salvation, only obey.  

Big Trees 
Calaveras Big Trees State Park is the home to giant trees, sequoias, 

mammoth in size, ancient and battered and strong. There are bigger trees 
in other places but once you see the trees in this park it is hard to 
imagine anything bigger. California’s coastal redwoods are tall and old. 
Sequoias in the Sierra Nevada Mountains are large in girth and ancient, 
some growing for 2500 years and more.  

As you enter the park you drive by a tree felled by loggers in the 
1850’s. It took 20 men 22 days to fell a tree 96 feet in circumference. You 
can line up 20 people, side-by-side, across the breadth of the stump. 
Seeing a challenge to their strength and endurance, the loggers cut it 
down. Their strength was comparatively puny when you imagine the 
strength and endurance of the tree they killed. They would live a few 
more years, it another thousand. They, impressed with its hugeness, 
decided to conquer it, ignoring its majesty. They used the tools of their 
trade, and corrupted thinking, to decide its fate. Men, compelled by a 
sinful nature, attacked and destroyed a small example of God’s greatness, 
just because they could.  

I am not opposed to logging trees. God gave us this world to use, for 
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His glory, not our own. However, the questions we ask and the decisions 
we make reveal our arrogance toward God, our rebellion against Him, and 
the undercurrent motivation to ignore Him. We are not awed by Him, 
having so misused the word “awe” to rob it of its true meaning. We do not 
think about Him, seeing only something to conquer, not Someone to 
adore. We have not been taught the concept of submission, instead 
demanding our rights, and seeking our wants as rights. We measure all 
against our pitifully small selves, unable to comprehend the hugeness of 
our Creator. If we would but pay attention. 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?” (Matt. 18:1) 

It took years for me to realize what was wrong with the question asked 
by the disciples. I admit my slowness in thinking through such perplexing 
circumstances. They asked Jesus who was the greatest in the kingdom of 
God. So focused upon themselves they could not see they were standing in 
the presence of the King. So completely humble and human was the King 
before them they could not see His majesty, His strength and grandeur. 
They were so at peace with Jesus, and while with Him the world around 
Him, they had not yet learned to think and feel and act like a citizen of His 
kingdom. They stood in the presence of a giant, the Ancient of Days, and 
did not know it.  

Think for a moment. Imagine yourself in the presence of an earthly 
king, either benevolent or malevolent in nature, but in his presence as his 
servant or counselor or subject, either at peace with him or judged by 
him. Would you have the arrogance to stand in his presence and ask him 
who in his kingdom is the greatest hoping he would say it was you? He is 
the king. Is he not the greatest in his kingdom? Would he misunderstand 
your question and brush it off? Would he ignore the ramifications of the 
question? Would he continue to let someone with the audacity to ask 
such a question the pleasure of continuing in his presence? When 
someone begins to think they are as great as, or greater than, the actual 
king, they become disloyal, cannot be trusted, are viewed as a usurper. 
Who does this sound like?  

Is there not the very seed of rebellion buried in the question, waiting 
to germinate and grow? Those at peace with God will know their place 
before Him. To think such a question, and then to ask it out loud to the 
One who is the greatest, reveals a lack of understanding and focus. True 
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peace with God will instill within the citizen a focus upon Him which is 
unshakeable. Such peace is known intimately. We must be aware when 
anything, anything, seeks to compromise the peace given by Him, a 
warning that we are not seeing Him for Himself.  

Sanctuary 
In Scripture, a sanctuary is a place where God dwells.  
We have made sanctuaries less divine and more anthropocentric 

(man centered). Like a garden, a sanctuary is a place where there is peace 
from the wars of the world in which we live. Sanctuaries have become 
places where any man may visit but not stay and no one may bring a 
weapon. Sanctuaries are places where men may run when pursued by 
others and find safety from those who wish to harm them, like the cities 
of refuge in Israel‘s history.  

Only incidentally will a sanctuary, whether a building or a place, 
point toward God. Herein is the problem. We are centered upon 
ourselves, making the individual the greatest and most important in our 
world. This is an attitude, not a fact. Just because we think ourselves 
more valuable, more important, or the center of our own universe, does 
not mean we are. We have abandoned the knowledge that God is the 
center of all He created and found in eternity.  

In the center of the Garden of Eden were two trees. One was the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil and the other was the tree of life. 
Adam and Eve were told to not eat from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil. They were told they could eat from the tree of life. In fact, 
God said they could eat from any tree in the garden except from the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil. They were given permission to eat 
from the tree of life until they had eaten from the other. Then they were 
expelled from the garden so they wouldn’t eat from the tree of life and 
live forever in their sin.  

In the middle of the camp of the Israelites was the Tent of Meeting. 
On all sides of the Tent were the tribes of Israel. Were they placed such 
to protect the Tent? Or was the Tent placed in the middle as the center 
of their life and existence? Here, in the Tent, God said He would dwell. 
This Tent was called a Sanctuary. “And let them make me a sanctuary, that I 
may dwell in their midst. Exactly as I show you concerning the pattern of the 
tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you shall make it” (Exod. 25:8-9). This 
place was holy, set apart for the sole purpose of fulfilling God’s desires. 
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In the center of this sanctuary, the Tent of Meeting, was the Most Holy 
Place. Within the Most Holy Place was the Ark of the Covenant 
containing the broken Ten Commandments and the Mercy Seat, the 
covering upon which was poured the annual offering of blood to atone 
for the sins of the people.  

When Satan tempted Jesus he took Him to a high mountain and 
showed Him all of the kingdoms of the world. Where else can you see all 
things except from the center? Satan asked himself the question “who is 
the greatest in eternity?” and answered himself pointing to himself, 
falling from his high position before God, made himself the self-
proclaimed center.  

What did Satan say to Jesus? “All these I will give you, if you will fall down 
and worship me” (Matt. 4:9). Satan promised Jesus something he could not 
deliver. He may have given the impression all kingdoms were his by 
placing himself in the center of the world. Jesus exposed the lie with the 
truth. “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God and 
him only shall you serve’” (Matt. 4:10). 

In the center of the garden was the tree of life. I believe this tree of 
life was a type of Christ, the Creator at the center of His creation.  

In the center of the camp was the means God used to release the 
sinful person from the judgment and justified sentence of their sin. The 
Mercy Seat is a type of Christ and the blood poured over it, hiding the 
broken sin from the eyes of God, is Christ’s own. Man cannot live 
forever covered in sin. None of the kingdoms shown to Christ will last. 
Only His kingdom will last.  And only the citizens of His kingdom, who 
are covered with the blood of Christ and have eaten from the tree of life, 
will live for eternity.  

Christ is our Sanctuary and our Peace.  

Knowing Our Peace 
Counterfeit peace is the greatest enemy of true peace with God, 

especially during an exhausting war. After protracted engagement with the 
enemy, the thought of living at peace is attractive, even beguiling.  No one 
wants to spend their lives waging a war with no end, or being constantly 
vigilant for sneak attack.  Worn down by an ever present battle, the 
combatant will be physically, emotionally, mentally and spiritually 
fatigued.  It is at such times two things will happen, are guaranteed to 
happen, for the Christian. 
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First, the Spirit of God in us will protect us from the results of the 
assaults of the enemy, even when it seems our enemy is winning.  We 
cannot be taken away from God nor will He allow those who are His to 
walk away from Him. Secondly, the enemy will do what the enemy does. 
He will lie, offering a reasonable compromise, or something which seems 
reasonable to the fatigued warrior.  Which do we believe?  Do we believe 
the promise of a liar or the promise of One Who Cannot Lie? 

Our peace is not dependent upon our actions, the conflict in which 
we find ourselves, or the work of any created being. Those who promise 
must be able to deliver and want to fulfill what is promised. We must 
view, not the promise but the one who has made the promise, as able to 
deliver. We cannot look to the promise itself, or our understanding of the 
promise because our sin nature will cause a misinterpretation of every 
promise. We will manipulate and coerce and control the promise to get 
what we want, leaving behind the true promise for an unreasonable 
expectation. Our enemy wants us to focus on anything other than the 
Great Promiser. 

Satan disguises himself in order to deceive. He disguised himself as a 
serpent and lied to Eve and Adam. They listened to him and were driven 
away from a place of peace to a world of conflict. Since that time, 
throughout history, people have lied and been trained to lie. 

For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as 
apostles of Christ.  And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel 
of light. So it is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of 
righteousness. Their end will correspond to their deeds. (2 Cor. 11:13-15) 

We first lie to ourselves and then to others. There is a remedy. 
We must embrace God and allow our attitude toward and about the 

world to change as He changes us, preparing us for eternity. Such a 
simple statement reveals deep and complicated ramifications. If it were 
truly simple, and perhaps we complicate it more than we need, then 
those who are indwelt by the Spirit, our promise and guarantee of 
salvation, would instantly recognize the truth and every lie seeking to 
compromise truth. Paul would have written one letter, not more than a 
dozen, and perhaps dozens more we no longer have, giving easy to 
follow instructions to the Church. We would win the war with sin raging 
within each Christian and never compromise. 

God does not want us to win this war with sin. This is something 
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His Son has already done. When He said “it is finished” (John 19:30) He 
declared the work He came to accomplish was done and would never be 
undone. We cannot undo His work. We can view His work as 
incomplete. Doing so reveals an absolute misunderstanding of who God 
is and why Jesus came. God wants us to know we are His and to act like 
we are His. 

Peace is not something for which we should strive. It is to rest in 
what is finished by the One who promises and will deliver on what is 
promised. We are in the midst of a war internally filled with conflict and 
surrounded by promises of more lies. Having peace under such 
circumstances is a powerful testimony to the truth of God. 

Confounding Peace 
Have you noticed the world, a non-personal environment, acts like it 

wants to steal away your peace? This is also how I characterize sin. It 
seems sin has a personality, definite goals and a measured plan for 
achieving those goals. Our corrupted world, a tool used by sin, in 
conjunction with sin, even in cahoots with sin, works toward dissolving 
the relationship the Christian has with God, the Author of peace. It does 
this by disrupting the normal flow of things, by taking what should be 
simple and corrupting it, by complicating a process which may be tedious 
but is still straight forward. Our world, controlled by sin, extracts 
expectations from us which are not reasonable and then confounds those 
expectations. We are essentially defrauded by the promises of the world 
because they are a lie, which means our expectations may be built on a 
lie.  

When my expectations are not met, which is often, I will admit anger 
toward God. I will also admit anger toward myself. I will confess there 
are others with whom I am angry. Can there be peace where there is 
anger?  

Jesus expressed anger, but never at God nor Himself. When He 
expressed anger toward others it was those who said they had not sinned, 
or were not sinning, usually the religious, pious and self-righteous. All my 
anger shows is my self-centeredness and self-absorbed thinking.  

So I repent. A lot. Often. God is in control and I have no right to act 
like He is not. I am forced to recognize the empty promises of this 
world. I change my expectations, even relinquishing them (sometimes 
only to pick them up again) to God who is in control. And, I talk to 
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myself, reminding me of my guaranteed place in His kingdom. There is 
no bureaucracy holding the guarantee hostage. It is as sure as the blood 
of Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit.  

How often has God commanded we wait for Him? Part of waiting is 
learning peace. Not the peace of giving up, or the false peace of being in 
control of one’s emotions, but the real peace which comes only from 
resting and waiting for Him who has overcome the world.  

We cannot fight sin alone. Jesus did not come to help us overcome 
the world and succeed in our fight against sin. He came to defeat sin. He 
came to die in our stead. He came to bring us back into relationship with 
God, a relationship destroyed by sin. He came to give us peace with God 
even while we battle with sin and the world and our own flesh. 

He is the original Peacemaker. He is not someone who mediates 
peace between those at war in the world. Such peace is tenuous and 
faulty. Jesus came so we might have peace with God, which is eternal and 
cannot be shaken by the machinations of the world, or the attacks of 
Satan, or the unreasonable expectations of self. These turbulent 
characteristics of the world, the flesh and the devil may confuse and 
confound our understanding and perception of peace but cannot destroy 
the peace we have with God. Once anyone is at peace with Him they are 
eternally at peace with Him. 

One of the characteristics of a citizen of the kingdom of heaven is 
the drive for other people to have a growing, intimate relationship with 
God, to understand Him and incorporate in the thinking of their hearts 
intimate knowledge of Him. A peacemaker is one who wants others to 
have peace with God as an extension of Christ’s work as a fulfillment of 
the known and obvious will of God. Those who are true peacemakers 
have incorporated all of the characteristics of the citizen of the kingdom 
bringing their personality to bear upon the person before them. 

I have characterized the love of those who show mercy as active 
love, for they actively love others as God loves them. 

I have characterized the love of those who are pure in heart as 
selfless love, for they have abandoned themselves to God and willingly 
give themselves away to Him. 

I characterize those who are peacemakers as having tough love, for 
they will allow nothing of the world, the flesh or the devil to compromise 
the peace they have with God or the peace they want others to have. 
True peace. Not a counterfeit peace blown away by any wind. Eternal 
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peace is divested of anything of this world and invested with everything 
eternity offers. 

Peace with God is a place originally given to Man by God at creation, 
lost at the rebellion, yet still longed for and sought by all. Our rebellion 
seeks to substitute a counterfeit peace, anything under our own control, 
with the eternal peace only God gives. He does not give peace to those 
who continue in their rebellion but only to those who have died with 
Christ and been risen with Him. Peace becomes an element of 
identification and incorporation. We are identified with Christ, not by 
ourselves but by God, because He has covered us with the blood of His 
Son. At the same eternal moment we are incorporated into His body by 
the indwelling and making alive of His Holy Spirit.  

We have His peace while remaining in a world, in a body, 
surrounded by and struggling in a war between the righteousness of God 
and the unrighteousness of everything else set for destruction. Our hope 
is in God and not in anything of the world. Our peace is through the 
work of Christ, not anything we can ever do. Our guarantee of peace is 
the Holy Spirit, unknowable nor understandable by anything corrupted 
by sin.  

Danger and Peace 
I do not believe our world just happened without the direct, creative 

will of God. Nor do I believe our world is as He originally intended. 
When He created the heavens and the earth, and all He placed upon the 
earth and in the heavens, He judged it “very good” (Gen. 1:31). Everything 
God does is the best, the essence of goodness. He did not create a world 
of danger and deadliness but of peace and wholeness.  

Then rebellion happened, separating Man, God’s highest creation, 
from Him. But, Man was not just separated from God by sin. Man’s 
rebellion caused a rift, a struggle between people, between the sexes. There 
was a separation from nature, from work and the beneficial results of 
work. From dominion over all animals, birds fish, and creeping things. 
Because of sin the animals, birds and fish began to fear man, not obey or 
conform to man’s will and authority. Nature became hostile. God’s 
creation, the earth, moved from peace and rest, from communion and 
understanding ,to disunity, turmoil and danger.  

Our world is now dangerous, in some cases frightening. How close 
can we stand to danger and still have peace? Stand near the ocean on a 
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day of rough seas and harsh weather. Go into the water and the waves 
will batter you against rocks or the rip currents will drag you down and 
never let you rise to the surface. God has placed a boundary on the 
ocean, allowing the water to go so far and no further. You can sleep near 
the deadly waves in complete peace knowing they will not capture you.  

Or who shut in the sea with doors 
when it burst out from the womb, 
when I made clouds its garment 
and thick darkness its swaddling band, 
and prescribed limits for it 
and set bars and doors, 
and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 
and here shall your proud waves be stayed’? (Job 38:8-11) 

Since the rebellion there is a tug and pull to move where there is risk 
and tempt danger. Perhaps the thrill of doing dangerous activities brings 
an adrenal rush which makes some feel alive. I know some who speed 
and dive and jump, who argue and contend, who over-work and sweat, 
activities needed to cover the feelings exposed by peace and rest. Where 
there is true peace there is a confrontation of self with the reality of sin 
and its ultimate consequences. Being forced to stop demands the person 
actually think and feel. Most would do anything but stop to think and 
feel. 

When we are silent, actually thinking and feeling, we recognize the 
fear and guilt which comes from separation. We feel guilt because sin is 
real and think fear because its consequences are eternal. If we could but 
conquer guilt and be freed from fear perhaps we could live in peace 
without having to manufacture distractions, especially those which could 
easily lead to death.  

Look at Jesus. In the last month of His life, He set His face to go to 
Jerusalem, knowing the deadly outcome. On the way He taught His 
disciples, undistracted by the absolute future, unflinching in His love and 
devotion to them. Jesus confronted the people who wanted Him dead 
while in Jerusalem. He ate with His disciples the night of His betrayal, 
celebrating the Passover, then prayed for them. He faced the Sanhedrin 
as they hurled insults and lies, remaining composed in the face of certain 
death. He faced Herod and Pilate, the world’s extremes. He was crucified 
by professional executioners, finally crying out in agony and spiritual 
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separation. “And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema 
sabachthani?’ which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’” (Mark 
15:34). 

He lived in a deadly world which ultimately, horribly murdered Him. 
Yet, throughout His life, in His death, in His resurrection, He lived in 
peace. Nothing in this world, no sin, no danger could take away or 
extinguish His peace. It is His resurrection which gives us the hope of 
eternal peace. It is His Spirit which guarantees our eternal peace. For it is 
His God, Himself, who created us for peace with Him.  

Exposing ourselves to the dangers of the world is not limited to the 
physical. Like Adam and Eve the temptation first comes to the thinking 
of our hearts. By tempting the world to take our lives, by putting 
ourselves in danger, do we not test God and try to control Him?  

Even within the boundaries of turmoil and war we are His. He is our 
peace.  

Noah 
There is only one place to find peace and that is in God’s presence. 

In a world rebelling against God, surrounded by people who care 
nothing for the One who created them with an eternal purpose, none 
want to seek out that peaceful place. If there is peace in the world, it is a 
false peace, a counterfeit, a lie designed specifically to fool people into 
believing something which is not true. 

The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the LORD 
was sorry that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. 
(Gen. 6:5-6) 

God decided to blot out all people from the face of the earth. This 
means the physical death of all men, women and children. Since the 
penalty for sin is death, there were none who did not deserve to die. 
They faced His wrath and found no where on earth to escape judgment. 
They were not at peace with each other. They were not at peace with 
God. 

Yet, one man found favor in God’s eyes. “But Noah found favor in the 
eyes of the LORD” (Gen. 6:8). 

How did God describe Noah? “Noah was a righteous man, blameless in 
his generation. Noah walked with God” (Gen. 6:9). If there were none 



	181	

righteous, if all were intent upon evil, how could Noah be found 
righteous? I think the answer is in the phrase “Noah walked with God.” 

Like Enoch before him, walking with God means not walking with 
the world, rejecting the thinking, emotions and willful decisions to rebel 
against God. This does not mean either Enoch or Noah were sinless. 
They recognized their sin and realized the consequences of their sin, 
which brings separation from the One who created them. Walking with 
God means they consciously relinquished control of their selves to Him 
against whom they were rebelling. Noah found favor because the 
thinking of his heart was focused upon his God. 

Noah’s ark is a favorite Sunday school story. Flannel graphs, coloring 
books and cute illustrations are filled with a smiling Noah and smiling 
animals. Some will show people laughing at the man building the strange 
boat far from any water. Conveniently left out of this story is the horrible 
death of all but eight. Left out of these stories is any recognition of the 
justified wrath of a holy God against those who consciously rejected Him, 
even hated Him. If these are the images we are placing in our children’s 
minds, then I wish none of them had gone to a Sunday school where God 
is mocked. We do not teach the absolute devastation caused by sin by 
putting smiles on the faces of animals. 

Noah and his family spent 100 years building the sanctuary needed 
to save some. When his family entered the ark, God shut the door and it 
began to rain. Water flooded the earth until the highest mountain was 20 
feet under. All of the people and animals not in the ark died. Inside the 
ark was the only safe, peaceful place in the world, surrounded by 
destruction and death. It was safe and peaceful only because God 
decided to make it so. 

God decided to save Noah. He and his family were just as deserving 
of death as everyone else in the world. Noah was subject to death. His 
body would die because of sin. Yet, God saw Noah and determined to 
save him. He “found favor in the eyes of the LORD” (Gen. 6:8). 

Paul states “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23) 
because sin came to all people through one man. “Therefore, just as sin came 
into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all 
men because all sinned” (Rom. 5:12). So, Solomon states, from his 
observations that “there is not a righteous man on earth who does good and never 
sins” (Eccles. 7:20). 

Even though Noah was deserving of death he did not die because of 
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God’s decision. Noah “walked with God” which suggests he sought God, 
not to gain anything from Him but because he was created to seek and 
know Him. 

We are also created to walk with God.  
God, in Christ, decided to offer Himself for our sin. We, like Noah, 

are required to obey. If there is no peace in this world, only turmoil, 
death and sin, then we must seek peace only in Him. In the middle of a 
world which hates God, which finds pleasure in rebelling against Him, 
which entices us to follow it and not Him, we do well to consciously and 
deliberately seek Him. 

 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 
in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because they formerly did 
not obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was 
being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through 
water. Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt 
from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of 
God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. (1 Pet. 
3:18-22) 

Elisha and the king of Syria 
Being at peace with God and being in His will are the same. 

However, even those who are not at peace with Him may be protected 
by Him. 

Elisha spoke to the people of the Northern Kingdom. They 
continually rebelled against God, bowing down to worship idols and 
refusing to follow His law. Yet, instead of using the king of Syria to 
discipline the rebellious kingdom of Israel, God used Elisha to warn the 
king of Israel away from danger.  

None of the Northern kings had peace with God. Yet, to an extent, 
God protected them. He kept them safe when they should have died, or 
been pillaged and carried away. His patience would not last forever. For 
now, God, knowing the hearts and minds of all, used Elisha to warn 
them about a coming disaster.  

And the mind of the king of Syria was greatly troubled because of this thing, and 
he called his servants and said to them, “Will you not show me who of us is for 
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the king of Israel?” And one of his servants said, “None, my lord, O king; but 
Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that you 
speak in your bedroom.” And he said, “Go and see where he is, that I may send 
and seize him.” It was told him, “Behold, he is in Dothan.” So he sent their 
horses and chariots and a great army, and they came by night and surrounded the 
city. (2 Kings 6:11-14) 

God’s enemies plan and plot and act upon the belief they are more 
powerful than God or that He is as weak as their own gods. They 
perceived Elisha was somehow eavesdropping and the Syrian king 
decided to get rid of him. In the thinking of the hearts of those 
controlled by the world it is unreasonable for God to speak to anyone or 
to suggest He knows intimately their thoughts and impulses. Is He not 
like the dumb idols the Syrians worshipped? If the king of Syria had 
simply thought, asking himself the right questions, would he not have 
realized fighting against God was futile?  

When the servant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went out, 
behold, an army with horses and chariots was all around the city. And the 
servant said, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?” He said, “Do not be 
afraid, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” Then 
Elisha prayed and said, “O LORD, please open his eyes that he may see.” So 
the LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the 
mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. (2 Kings 
6:15-17) 

Elisha saw what his servant did not. He knew God and the thinking 
of his heart was fixed upon the God he served. He was given a double 
portion of Elijah’s spirit, of his faith and fortitude, but you cannot 
double the Spirit of God. He Himself is enough. Elisha had learned the 
absolute trustworthiness of the God he served. Surrounded by those who 
would destroy, kill and maim, so close to danger and disaster, Elisha 
prayed his servants eyes would be opened to the power and protection of 
God. The power of this world is insignificant to the power of God.  

God opened the eyes of Elisha’s servant. He saw. Did his seeing 
bring him peace with God, rest in His strength and protection, faith in 
Him who is sovereign over all? We do not know.  

We see Elisha praying God would close the eyes of their enemies. 
Where God opened the eyes of His servant He closed the eyes of their 
enemies. They could see but could not recognize. They could walk and 
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function completely blinded to the work of God. Elisha walked the Syrian 
king’s army into the waiting reach of their enemy, the king of Israel.  

God commanded the king of Israel to feed their enemies and send 
them home in peace. “So he prepared for them a great feast, and when they had 
eaten and drunk, he sent them away, and they went to their master. And the Syrians 
did not come again on raids into the land of Israel” (2 Kings 6:23). Still, the next 
king of Syria did not remember or care for the kindness shown by God 
but continued attacking Israel.  

God gives peace to those who are His. God shows peace to all, even 
those who are not His. May we rest in His absolute peace, even when 
surrounded by the willful hatred of the world.  

Jeremiah, Peace In The Middle Of War 
Jerusalem was besieged by Nebuchadnezzar’s army and faced certain 

destruction. Part of the siege was a man-made famine designed to starve 
people into submission. No one was exempt from famine. Even those 
who loved God, who had taken refuge in Jerusalem, felt the effects of 
the siege and famine. Hunger, compounded by fear, wore out all found 
within the walls. Desperation, anger, hopelessness wearied the mind, the 
heart, the body, sapping all strength. Nebuchadnezzar’s victory and 
Jerusalem’s defeat were a foregone conclusion. Jeremiah witnessed and 
recorded all of the suffering and destruction experienced by the people 
of Jerusalem. 

Throughout, Jeremiah delivered God’s message to the kings, the 
officials and the people of the land. He was imprisoned, beaten, starved, 
feverish and sick, and still he was compelled by his God to speak, even when 
he did not want. 

Not all of his words were judgment against the people.  Some of his 
words were comforting, but not many. 

There were people in Jerusalem and in Judea who had not rebelled 
against God. One clan, the Recabites, had come into Jerusalem, finding 
temporary refuge behind its besieged walls. Their tradition of obedience 
extended hundreds of years. They were a godly people. Their godliness 
was an indictment against the godlessness of their fellow countrymen. 
God blessed them for their faithfulness (see Jer. 35). 

In a fit of anger the king of the Southern Kingdom heard the words 
of Jeremiah and had him thrown into an empty cistern. At the bottom of 
the cistern was mud, like quicksand, which would eventually swallow 
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him, a slow, hopeless and lonely death. A Cushite, an Ethiopian called 
ebed-melech, who loved God, courageously went to the king and petitioned 
for Jeremiah’s life. 

Ebed-melech is not his name but what he was called. We do not know 
his name. He is called “servant” (ebed) of the “king” (melech). There were 
many ebed-melechs, whose names are never recorded. This man took 30 
other servants and pulled Jeremiah out of the mud. God honored this 
man, giving him his life. He would have to endure siege, the hunger and 
danger and fear. He would carry nothing with him when all was done. 
But he would not die. “For I will surely save you, and you shall not fall by the 
sword, but you shall have your life as a prize of war, because you have put your trust 
in me, declares the LORD” (Jer. 39:18). God promised him spiritual rest and 
peace in the midst of physical war and destruction. 

Another man, Baruch, the servant and scribe of Jeremiah, was as 
hated by the king and officials as Jeremiah. He was not a prophet but one 
who accompanied the prophet. His prayer to God showed the weariness 
and emotional distress of being so close to death from all sides. 

The word that Jeremiah the prophet spoke to Baruch the son of Neriah, when he 
wrote these words in a book at the dictation of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of 
Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah: “Thus says the LORD, the God of 
Israel, to you, O Baruch: You said, ‘Woe is me! For the LORD has added sorrow 
to my pain. I am weary with my groaning, and I find no rest.’ Thus shall you say to 
him, Thus says the LORD: Behold, what I have built I am breaking down, and 
what I have planted I am plucking up–that is, the whole land. And do you seek 
great things for yourself? Seek them not, for behold, I am bringing disaster upon all 
flesh, declares the LORD. But I will give you your life as a prize of war in all 
places to which you may go.” (Jer. 45:1-5) 

God guaranteed Baruch’s life. God did not guarantee prosperity or 
safety from war or plenty of food, but life. Our lives belong to God to do 
with as He pleases. It pleases God to make peace with us and bring us 
into His rest for eternity. Right now may count for eternity but what is 
promised for eternity should never be discounted by right now. 

In the midst of war He is our peace. 

Martha and Mary, Sides of Peace 
It is not just the dangerous and deadly which tries to steal peace 

from those who belong to God. Our desperate and demanding 
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personalities also take peace from those who are His. When we focus our 
attention and energy upon that which has no eternal value to the 
exclusion of that which does, we become agitated at the unexpected 
results. This does not mean all we do in this world is unnecessary or 
unprofitable. But, the evidence of our actions and attitudes comes 
through in the focus of our activities. 

It is a classic story in Scripture. Martha is preparing her home for 
many who have come. Jesus is there and Mary sits at His feet, intently 
listening to His words while her sister works to provide hospitality to 
Him and all with Him. 

Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village.  And a woman named 
Martha welcomed him into her house.  And she had a sister called Mary, who 
sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his teaching. (Luke 10:38-39) 

Jesus never traveled alone. There were many mouths to feed and 
beds to make and dishes to clean and much work to do for all those 
who followed Him. I do not know if Martha envied her sister or simply 
thought her unfair and maybe lazy. While Mary sat, Martha worked, 
showing herself responsible, a true servant, caring for the needs of her 
guests. In her opinion, Mary cared nothing for her guests or for her 
sister. Her actions were done from love while Mary’s were self-serving 
and unloving. Jesus, the One who taught love and serving others, 
would see her position once she pointed it out. “But Martha was distracted 
with much serving. And she went up to him and said, ‘Lord, do you not care that 
my sister has left me to serve alone?  Tell her then to help me” (Luke 10:40). 

Jesus didn’t take her side. This may be one of the more startling 
revelations when we stand before Him, especially for those who live 
torn by their own desires, wills and expectations of others. Jesus will 
not take their side. Often, our eyes are so accustomed to seeing only 
what we are doing, even when it is the Lord’s will, that we cannot see 
Him who willed it. 

But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled 
about many things, but one thing is necessary.” (Luke 10:41-42) 

Evidence of self-focus shouts through our emotions and countenance 
for all to see. We cannot hide the thinking of our hearts for long. All will 
see. God sees. Martha’s thoughts were upon herself and the work she was 
doing for them. Her emotions became turbulent the harder she worked to 
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the point her work was for herself and not them. Her expectations took 
precedent over the One in her home. 

Jesus sees what is happening. He, knowing He is going to Jerusalem 
to die and rise for her sins and then ascend to His place in eternity, where 
she will join Him, gives Mary direction to continue listening. Jesus 
doesn’t want to eat the food Martha gives but to give her the food He 
offers. He is God, the Servant, and they are His servants to do His will. 

Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her. (Luke 
10:42) 

Mary was at peace with her Lord and Savior, absorbed by His 
words and teaching. She hungered and thirsted for what He was 
saying. None of her attention was focused upon herself. All of her 
attention was focused upon Him. 

Eventually she might have recognized her physical hunger and thirst, 
but not now. How easily do the expectations of those around us control 
our devotion to Him who owns us. How readily we relinquish His peace 
for the turmoil of the world. We do so to our detriment. 

Conclusion 
Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called the sons of God. (Matt. 5:9) 

We are hard put to find anywhere in Scripture an example of God 
mediating peace between two warring nations or tribes or families or 
people. He simply does not. He demands people first have peace with 
Him regardless of what the world thinks. 

God pronounced judgment on the people living in Canaan, the 
Promised Land, by commanding His people to go into the land and wipe 
them out. Israel was to give no compromise, no treaties, no mercy as 
they went through and claimed the land. His command was absolute, 
giving over the people of the land to destruction because of their 
wickedness and idolatry. God’s patience toward the people of Canaan 
ended when Israel entered the land. 

Even Jesus confronts those who would make Him such a judge or 
mediator. “Someone in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.’ But he said to him, ‘Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator 
over you?’” (Luke 12:13-14). He will be a Judge when He comes again but 
not to mediate between people or nations. He will judge people and 
nations. Having peace with God is primary. Jesus will not be manipulated 
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into choosing sides between one part of the sinful world warring against 
another part of the sinful world. He came to bring peace between people 
and their God which would result in peace between people. 

A true peacemaker is not someone who seeks to mediate peace, or 
resolve conflict between two people. Instead, they seek to lead the 
person to a place where they have peace with God. But first, they must 
know intimately what it means to have peace with God. Having peace 
with God does not guarantees cessation of disagreement, anger, conflict 
or war between peoples. In fact, when someone has peace with God 
there is a greater probability they will not have peace with those who 
surround them. 

In the world a peacemaker is one who seeks compromise and peace. 
With God there is no place for compromise. Peace with God means 
release from the consequences of sin by the sacrifice of His Son on the 
cross. He did not compromise this act, nor did Jesus accept a 
compromise. Instead, He fulfilled all of the requirements of the eternal law 
of God. He, sinless God, suffered the judgment of our sin, releasing those 
who are His from the eternal consequences of separation from Him. In the 
place of sin He gave Christ’s righteousness, an unfair but just exchange. 

Peacemakers do not try to smooth over a person’s feelings about sin 
but instead force them to confront the reality of sin. They hold up the 
mirror of truth so the person will see they are separated from God 
because of their rebellion against Him. God uses His sons to convince 
those He is calling of their spiritual poverty and bring them to the 
breaking point where they mourn deeply over what sin has done to them. 
To the world, to the individuals captured by the world, true peacemakers 
are seen as hateful and unloving. Theirs is a tough love which cares more 
for a righteous relationship with God than an unrighteous and unholy 
relationship in the world. Peacemakers are used by God to break the will, 
not the spirit, of the one under conviction. They cannot do for anyone 
what only God does, but they are used by God, an instrument in His 
hand to cause the recognition of sin, the realization of its consequences, 
and ultimately the relinquishing of control back to God. 

Then begins a process which culminates in the person called becoming 
a peacemaker themselves. Once the will is submitted to God (His strength 
in me under His control) there comes a hungering and thirsting for the 
righteousness given by God through the sacrifice of His Son. God has 
changed the person, making them new. Now He begins fitting them for 
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eternity while using them as a witness for Him to others in the world. The 
thinking and desires of their hearts are turned toward God and His 
righteousness. 

They begin to love God and those around them. God actively shows 
them love through His mercy and now they actively love others by 
showing God’s mercy. Never will those who truly love God and others 
excuse sin. They cannot because of the way God has eternally changed 
them. God purges sin, making pure those who will be eternally in His 
presence, for only the pure in heart will see God. Only the pure in heart 
are able to purely love God. God loves us. He enables us to love Him. 
God uses us to show His love to those in the world regardless of 
whether they love Him or not. Some of those in the world are drawn to 
the God of love and changed into the likeness of His Son. 

There are those who rebel against God, though all of the evidence of 
His love for them is apparent. They hate Him and even if they were 
eyewitnesses to Jesus rising from death, they would not believe. God leaves 
those who are His within the world for two reasons. He is preparing 
Christians for eternity and as His witnesses to the world. It is not always 
the task of a witness to convince others of truth but to proclaim truth no 
matter the circumstance. We may stand surrounded by those who are His 
enemies, and ours, and live truth with full assurance that God sees and 
works His will. We may physically die for Him because of truth but will 
live for eternity in His presence. Though the world hate us, because of 
Him we show our love for Him by living truth. 

God does not work on parts of people. He changes the whole 
person, conforming them to the likeness of His Son, fitting the whole 
person for eternity with Him. These seven verses are a description of the 
whole person of God. 

 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 

satisfied. 
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. (Matt. 5:3-9) 
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God does all of this in the person. None of it is done by the person 
themself. Remember, obedience is not meritorious but commanded and 
expected. God created man, and recreated those who are His, for 
obedience and love. Where there is rebellion, there is judgment or 
discipline. Where there is obedience, there is peace, true, abiding, eternal 
peace with God. This is a peace the world cannot take away. 

 
	

 


