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Blessed are Those who are Persecuted for 
Righteousness’ Sake 

For Theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven 

Introduction 
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.	 Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you. (Matt. 5:10-12) 

It is not easy talking about sin, recognizing it, realizing the 
consequences of it, repenting of sin and relinquishing control of self over 
to God. After confronting sin in self and the world then realizing what 
Christ has done for those bent by sin, covering us with His righteousness, 
hungering and thirsting for righteousness should bring joy. But then 
discovering God’s compassion, purity and peace, and our lack or 
righteousness because of continued sin is devastating. God does not simply 
remake the non-Christian into someone who belongs to Him, He 
recreates, completely changes, taking someone who is absolutely spiritually 
dead, and spiritually resurrects them new and different. It is the whole 
Christian, when God is finished, who is the citizen of the kingdom of God. 
Being changed is traumatic, the fire of faith burning away sin, giving the 
joy of eternity here and now. God changes the whole person. 

Our world hates this eternal change because it implies those changed 
are in a good and growing relationship with God. Our world hates God 
because He demands righteousness on His terms and under His 
conditions. Righteousness is the absolute, immutable standard of God who 
created all things. His image, found in all people, is a reflection of His 
righteousness. Sin corrupts the moral standard of righteousness inherent in 
people. All those created in His image who remain corrupted and covered 
by sin are against Him and judged by Him.  

Our world embraces the corruption of sin and compromises God’s 
absolute moral standard by imagining and conceiving a contrary 
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philosophy of truth. While rebelling against God they seek to destroy those 
who have the true image of Christ, who live according to the truth of 
God’s moral code and believe, trust and obey the truth of God’s Word. 

God leaves those who are His in the world for two reasons. First, 
God is preparing Christians for eternity and the best place for this to 
happen is in the crucible of the world. It is here faith and action, attitude 
and belief are tested and refined. Second, Christians are God’s witness to 
the world. Where the world takes a lie and proclaims it as truth, the 
Christian, influenced by the Holy Spirit, lives the truth and, in doing so, 
exposes the lie. 

Christian’s struggle and fight, waging a war between their desire to 
sin and the compulsion of the Holy Spirit for righteousness. It is this 
struggle we have with sin which most influences those around us. God 
uses the war we fight with sin to bring to Him those whom He has called 
into His kingdom. 

Like Cain, “if you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin 
is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it” (Gen. 4:7). Sin 
has not been expunged from the Christian’s life. We have been given the 
tools we need to control it. In a world where sin has enslaved all, bending 
all to its will, those who are not controlled by sin elicit a furious reaction 
from those controlled by sin. They are either condemned or 
convicted. Every Christian faces persecution even if they are unaware of its 
presence. Persecution is an identifying mark of those who belong to God, 
who are covered by the blood of Christ and are filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Many Christians in large parts of the world are persecuted because 
they worship God. They are attacked, terrorized, injured and persecuted 
because they are Christians and for no other reason. Yet, this is not the 
only kind of persecution we face.  We may face life and death. More 
often we face persecution because of right and wrong, righteous and 
unrighteous. God’s citizen will face the wrath of the world while 
inheriting the presence of God.  

Righteousness is given, never earned. Abraham was credited with 
righteousness after a moment of believing God, not because of anything he 
did. Before Abraham, God originally created Adam righteous. Adam and 
Eve were created for relationship with God, according to His good 
purpose. They were made free people, in God’s image, to fulfill a purpose 
which would illustrate God’s and their righteousness. 

Adam sinned and his purpose was corrupted, his desire for 
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righteousness stopped. He hid from God, evidence of his rebellion 
against God’s righteousness. 

As the head of the human race, Adam’s rebellion rendered all people 
incapable of either desiring or achieving righteousness. Instead, people 
run after unrighteousness, living according to a worldly rule diametrically 
opposed to God’s standard of righteous living. No one can,  ultimately 
do not want to, live up to the moral standard God placed within those 
He created in His image. 

Once purpose is violently altered it can never be returned to its 
original state. For any to become righteous according to God’s character 
and moral law, they must be changed, made different, recreated.  We 
must be given not only the place but the being of one who lives 
uncorrupted before Him. 

In Matthew 5:6 Jesus says those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness will be filled, satisfied, given righteousness. They have been 
recreated through the process of owning their sin, hating it, and honestly 
forcing themselves to see the ultimate consequences of their sin and 
grieve. Here, people discover their complete inability to do anything that 
pleases God and gives back to Him control. They see a standard of 
righteousness previously hidden and begin striving for God. Changed, 
recreated and given His Spirit, they show the evidence of God’s moral 
character by loving God and those around them. A citizen of God’s 
kingdom is righteous because of the sacrifice of His Son and the indwelling 
of the Spirit. Citizens live out God’s righteousness in a world encompassed 
by sin. 

Jesus gives a startling prediction. Those who truly seek righteousness 
will be persecuted by those who seek unrighteousness. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you. (Matt. 5:10-12) 

Christians will be hated, reviled, tormented, persecuted, even killed 
by those who continue in unrighteousness. We are to seek the very thing 
which brings us peace with God but elicits bitter hatred and conflict 
from the world. 

Christians do not offer a tangible threat to the world. If anything, 
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Christians offer the world peace and love. Some legalists call themselves 
Christians, attend Church and do acts of service but have no heart for 
Christ. Legalists would enslave the world under a law attributed to God 
but not coming from Him. Those changed by God and being made into 
His likeness, want those of the world to have peace with God. 

Jesus fed, healed and forgave those who hated Him. We are to do 
the same. God allowed those in the world, the religious and worldly 
authorities of the time, to crucify His Son. Jesus knew His mission while 
living the will of God. He was murdered by the people He came to 
save. Those who persecute a people who mean them no harm, a people 
who have been given the righteousness of God, find themselves under 
His wrath.   

Jesus tells us we will be persecuted because of Him, because of 
righteousness’ sake and for no other reason.    

The Illogic of Persecution 
What is it about righteousness which inspires the non-Christian to 

such hatred? Ultimately, it is the Law of God and the eternal character of 
God behind the Law which drives the unrighteous to such extremes. 
Without the Law there would be no standard to judge, convict and 
sentence. Do you remember the temptation of the first sin? 

“For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 
like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to 
her husband who was with her, and he ate. (Gen. 3:5-6) 

Eve and Adam were tempted to think of themselves as equal with 
God, thus not needing God. If I do not need God and capable of making 
my own decisions, according to the wisdom found within me, then I 
certainly cannot allow God, formerly my owner, to control or judge my 
words, attitudes and actions. Rejecting God does not steal any of His 
position and power away from Him. Rejecting Him does leave us with 
the inner bent, the attitude and motivation to ignore Him. When He 
cannot be ignored, we become fearful and angry, motivated to destroy 
the thing which makes us both fearful and angry. Since we cannot 
destroy God, or the Law which judges us, we are left with the desire to 
destroy those who represent God and His Law. 
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Pay attention. It is not that we keep the Law and are therefore 
righteous. We do not keep the Law. We are as sinful as any in the world. 
Christians have recognized their sin, accepting the truth of its existence, 
of its reality, and of its devastating consequences. We know intimately 
the price paid by Christ to redeem us from the slavery of sin, that we do 
not deserve God’s mercy and love. We acknowledge God’s justice, 
according to His Law, and His absolute right to exercise judgment, 
condemnation and sentence against any and all who violate His Law. 
Upon Jesus’ shoulders was placed our sin and He bore the justified 
consequences of our rebellion. He took our sin and gave us, as a gift, His 
righteousness. His righteousness was credited to us, not earned or 
purchased or acquired in any other way. We are not righteous because we 
keep any of the Law. We are righteous because He kept all of the Law. 
Like Abraham, we believe God, take Him at His word, and are declared 
righteous before Him. 

It is the Law, the very eternal character of God represented by the 
Law, which inspires such violence and hatred by those rebelling against 
the Author of the Law and the Creator of those made in His image. 

As God works in the Christian, building the image and likeness of His 
Son into those who are His, the Christian slowly, with great effort and 
discipline, exhibits to the world the evidence of God’s righteousness. As 
He purges sin from us, preparing us for eternity with Him, He uses us as a 
witness to the world. By living righteous lives, motivated by the Spirit of 
God in us, we live out the Law without becoming legalistic and convict 
those around us of their sin and lawlessness. Some will see, be convicted 
and repent, drawn to God by His desire for them. All of the others, 
refusing to see the truth of their rebellion against God, will seek to silence 
the attitudes, words and actions of those declared righteous by God. 

Persecution will come, not because of our righteousness but because 
of Christ’s righteousness in us. To understand this better, I am going to try 
to examine the Law, the ten commandments, to understand how the 
Christian keeps them and why the world hates them. 

God’s First Statement 

And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the LORD your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have 
no other gods before me.” (Exod. 20:1-3) 
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God, after bringing the Israelites out of Egypt and redeeming them 
from slavery, speaks openly to them. In His first statement “you” in “you will 
have no other” is not directed to the corporate group but to each individual. 
Each person, made in the image of God, redeemed by God, is personally 
given each command by God. Yet, these are not commands but statements 
of fact. In Hebrew they are called the ten “words” not commandments. 
We relegate them to commands because it is easier to understand how to 
apply a statement of expectation than a statement of fact. With 
expectations, especially those clearly expressed and understood, we know 
when we violate them. These are not just expectations. These are 
statements of fact. 

These statements are not suggestions. God does not ask us to keep 
these statements. He does state what will happen if we do not keep them. 
We will suffer His just wrath.  Even the tiniest (in our view) violation 
against the image supernaturally built into each reveals a corruption God 
will not tolerate. He does not create anything less than perfect, nor will He 
allow in His presence any who are less than perfect. His measure is 
Himself, the perfect image of Himself built into each imperfect person. 
These are absolute statements because He is absolute. 

His first statement is telling us His authority to make these 
statements and judge according to them. He is God. There are no other 
gods. The Trinity is One God, not three. He has no competition and no 
equal adversary. There are none compelling Him to act. There is no 
standard outside of Himself by which He is measured. He is the first and 
the last, the beginning and the end. If there is anything created, He 
created it. He is not created. He is the Creator. He, and He alone, 
sustains all of creation and all of eternity. He, and He alone, governs all 
of creation and all found in creation, even in eternity. He, and He alone, 
gives purpose to creation, and all in creation throughout eternity. He, and 
he alone, owns all of creation, whether existing in the created universe, or 
existing in eternal heaven or eternal hell. 

He is “I am who I am” (Exod. 3:14) or “I am what I am.” God is. 
Rebellious man asks “who is this god?” and states “your god is not 

my god” or “I have no god.” Pharaoh did not recognize God, spoken 
about by Moses and Aaron, even after seeing and feeling the wrath of 
God against him and against Egypt. The king of Assyria ridiculed the 
God of Israel to Hezekiah after God used him to exile the Northern 
Kingdom. God miraculously saved Jerusalem (see 2 Kings 19-20). Pilate, 
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questioning Jesus, found He had done nothing deserving death, rejected 
truth and sentenced Him to death. Christ’s death sentence was a gift of 
life for those who belong to Christ. Rebellion cannot change truth. Nor 
can attitude, motivation, expectation, legislation, force or power. 

Righteousness comes to those who are God’s through the truth of 
God and His Person. There is nothing righteous in anyone, even those 
who are His. We have no righteousness in and of ourselves. If we are 
righteous it is His righteousness spread over our sin. Those who rebel 
against God will not receive the covering of righteousness made from 
the blood of Christ. Those who are not His will seek to silence, even 
destroy, those who are His. The presence of anyone covered with the 
blood of Christ, is evidence of the eternal truth of God. 

This first statement, and all statements made by God are not simply 
for obedience but for revelation. God reveals Himself to us and then 
reveals us to ourselves. We obey, not because He is God, which is still a 
valid reason to obey, but because, through the direction and motivation 
of His Holy Spirit, we can do nothing but obey. Our lives are lived within 
His will. Conversely, those who rebel against Him can do nothing but 
rebel because they are not His. God created us to love Him. Those who 
are of the world do not, cannot and will not love Him. Those who do 
love Him will suffer persecution because of their love for Him. 

Persecution, even if brief or long, intense and deadly, cannot 
compare to the life of eternity given by the Life Giver of Eternity.  

God’s Second Statement 

You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that 
is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your 
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the 
third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to 
thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments. (Exod. 20:4-6) 

God equates idolatry as hatred toward Him. Worshipping an idol is 
an act of hatred toward God. Only the enemies of God would do such 
a thing. 

Of all the sins God hates, and He hates all of them, the one He 
punishes consistently throughout the history of Israel is the sin of 
idolatry. In His first statement He declares He alone is God. There 
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can be only one God. In this second statement, He declares the 
rebellious attitude of sinful man to commit idolatry as an act of 
hatred toward Him. Idolatry does not simply affect the person 
worshipping a false god but cascades through successive generations. 
When children see their parents worshipping they will follow suit. 
Those taught to worship idols will continue worshipping idols.  
Those who worship God, the only God, and teach their children to 
follow their example are shown God’s “steadfast love” because of 
their love for Him. 
It is too easy to describe examples of idolatry. Every idol is 

characterized by the superstitious beliefs given by the imagination of the 
idolater. I see three basic characteristics. First, the object is manmade, 
created by sinful hands or a sinful imagination for whatever reason. 
Secondly, the object is worshipped, which includes obsessive rituals and 
actions. Finally, the object is believed able to fulfill an imaginary promise 
when obsessed over correctly or to withhold what is promised when the 
ritual is not correctly fulfilled.  

When the imagined promise is not fulfilled superstition places the 
blame on the person’s incorrect worship and not the inability of the 
created thing. Thus, faith is placed in an object which can deliver 
nothing. For some reason, the person believes with their intellect there is 
evidence of the objects ability, then emotionally trusts the object is able 
to deliver what is misbelieved as promised. Finally, the person obeys the 
anticipated expectations believed to motivate the created object to fulfill 
its end of the bargain.  

Under these conditions, all of the evidence seen, when viewed 
subjectively, assumes the created object has a moral standard, defined 
subjectively, which must be followed. Idolatry begins in the mind and the 
heart. Place this template upon any object or obsession and you will 
discover an idol. 

In the history of Israel idols were those created things worshipped by 
the enemies of God. Israel is told to completely devote to God, execute 
and destroy the peoples of the land they were given by God lest the 
people lead them astray to worship the idols of the land. God judged the 
people of Canaan because of their idol worship. Israel did not fulfill 
God’s command and soon turned away from Him, the only God, to 
worship idols. 

God, speaking through Isaiah, describes the stupidity of idolatry. 
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All who fashion idols are nothing, and the things they delight in do not 
profit. Their witnesses neither see nor know, that they may be put to shame. Who 
fashions a god or casts an idol that is profitable for nothing? Behold, all his 
companions shall be put to shame, and the craftsmen are only human. Let them 
all assemble, let them stand forth. They shall be terrified; they shall be put to 
shame together.  

The ironsmith takes a cutting tool and works it over the coals. He fashions it 
with hammers and works it with his strong arm. He becomes hungry, and his 
strength fails; he drinks no water and is faint. The carpenter stretches a line; he 
marks it out with a pencil. He shapes it with planes and marks it with a compass. 
He shapes it into the figure of a man, with the beauty of a man, to dwell in a house. 
He cuts down cedars, or he chooses a cypress tree or an oak and lets it grow strong 
among the trees of the forest. He plants a cedar and the rain nourishes it. Then it 
becomes fuel for a man. He takes a part of it and warms himself; he kindles a fire 
and bakes bread. Also he makes a god and worships it; he makes it an idol and 
falls down before it. Half of it he burns in the fire. Over the half he eats meat; he 
roasts it and is satisfied. Also he warms himself and says, “Aha, I am warm, I 
have seen the fire!” And the rest of it he makes into a god, his idol, and falls down 
to it and worships it. He prays to it and says, “Deliver me, for you are my god!’” 
(Isa. 44:9-17) 

Idolatry increases wickedness and immorality. It is the logical next 
step in rebellion against God, our Creator. Those who worship idols find 
in their idols the excuse they need to justify their rebellion against God. 
If God is not god, and the thing worshipped defines the moral standard 
demanding obedience then there is no rational, emotionally justifiable 
reason to not follow the thing in which ones faith is placed and to reject 
all else. If you call the thing a god, then it can easily replace the things 
others call their gods. Idolatry results in making nothing god. 

But what if you worship something and don’t call it a god?  Suppose 
one obsesses over making money, playing games, filling one’s mind with 
inappropriate images, taking drugs. Doesn’t Jesus say “where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:21). Idolatry becomes anything which 
takes God’s place. Either way, you are displacing God from His rightful 
position in your life. 

Idolatry is fuel for persecution. Look at those who persecute 
Christians. They believe their god has told them to, making their wicked, 
sinful actions justifiable and righteous. Facing and enduring persecution is 
part of the evidence God uses to justifiably condemn the world, those who 
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have rejected Him. Our testimony for God is part of our inherent desire to 
love Him, and worship Him in both Spirit and truth. 

God’s Third Statement 
You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD 
will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. (Exod. 20:7) 

We will find, in the context of each verse, help in understanding 
that verse. Most interpret Exodus 20:7 to not verbally misuse the name 
of God. You do not use His name in casual speech, when taking an 
oath, as a vulgar, profane curse. You do not ejaculate “OMG” when 
surprised or pleased. 

Jewish tradition demanded no one use the actual name of God, 
YHWH. Throughout the Hebrew Scripture when the name of God is 
used the reader would substitute LORD. This substitution was done as a 
sign of respect for God. But, it was also done as a means of keeping 
people from unintentionally taking God’s name in vain. To think not 
using His name is a fulfillment of some expectation or superstition robs 
meaning from what God is saying. 

This statement reaches down into the soul and substance of 
everyone created in His image. God’s name is unknowable. However, 
God has revealed Himself in ways which are knowable and 
understandable. Knowing His name means knowing and understanding 
His character and personality, knowing His attributes and passions. 
Knowing is intimacy. Using His name implies intimacy with Him. We are 
created for intimacy with Him, given permission and encouraged to 
know Him and use His name. 

We can know Him intimately because we are created in His image. He 
created us for relationship. Being created in His image means everything we 
do and everything we are is a reflection of Him. His image in us gives us the 
authority to speak and act on His behalf.  

He gave Adam dominion over the earth, to name the animals and 
plants, to work the ground and care for His creation. Just as God is 
authority over all creation, so He gave man authority over this planet. 
Adam, and those who followed, would know what to do because of the 
intimacy of their relationship with their Creator. Adam, and all who 
would follow, are servants of God, acting on His behalf, with His 
authority behind their actions. 

And then Adam rebelled and dying he would die, and all who came 
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from him followed in his rebellion and died. Sin gained control over all 
men. This does not mean God lost control. Man lost control. Every 
word, act and attitude has turned from God to self. Every person lives a 
life judged, sentenced and awaiting execution of the sentence, separated 
from God. God still wants intimacy with each person, and has provided a 
means, through the substitution and sacrifice of His Son, commanding 
each person to return to an intimate relationship. It is work He does on 
our behalf. We do nothing but receive or reject. Receiving carries no 
merit. For, if we are honest with ourselves we will see our continued 
rebellion against Him who has poured out upon us His grace. 

Here is the point. Everything we do, whether in obedience or steeped 
in rebellion, reflects God’s character, His name, to those around and to the 
world and to the spiritual realms. Being created in His image and carrying 
all that means, even in our rebellion, tells us all we do, all we say, all we 
think and feel, reflects the character and personality, the attributes and 
passions, of God.  

It is the next logical statement. There are no other authorities than 
God. We do not get to manufacture an excuse to sin by manufacturing 
an idol to replace Him. No wonder He says he will “not hold him guiltless 
who takes his name in vain” (Exod. 20:7). We are required to live our lives in 
righteousness. We do not because of sin and are held accountable. Those 
who carry His image must be changed or eternally separated from Him. 
We cannot change ourselves but continually rebel against Him, by our 
actions and words, which is a misusing the name of God. Those who 
continue rebelling against Him, by their actions and motivations, though 
the thinking of their hearts, automatically misuse God’s name. 

There is hope. As God changes us into the likeness of His Son, 
preparing us for eternity, He uses the fires of faith to purge sin from our 
lives. And the world which hates Him will hate us because we reflect 
Him. We are His witnesses to a world in rebellion. Everything we do for 
Him is evidence against those who do nothing for Him. Hope is in Jesus 
and nowhere else. Living a righteousness life upholds the name of God. 

God’s Fourth Statement 
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all 
your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you 
shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or 
your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 
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For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 
them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath 
day and made it holy. (Exod. 20:8-11) 

Persecution is designed to cause terror, to distract and upset the 
normal life of work and rest and relationship. Yet, God states we are to 
work and rest and know Him. Our world hates that we know Him and 
rest in Him. 

In this fourth statement, God moves back to the purpose of why He 
created man. We were created in His image to do His work as He would 
want it done. When He finished His work of creation, He rested. God 
does not exist in space-time creation. He exists in eternity. We do not 
have the right to lower Him into our history, or constrain Him by the 
same laws He created to sustain the universe. I am not interested in 
debating young versus old-earth theology. We are speaking about God, 
who holds the universe in His hand, sees the beginning of history from 
the end, and every moment and molecule contained therein. Before we 
see man as the crown of His creation we hear Him speak about what He 
had accomplished. 

And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.  Thus the heavens and the 
earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God finished 
his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that 
he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God 
rested from all his work that he had done in creation. (Gen. 1:31-2:3) 

God explains one of the reasons why He created man in His image. 
“The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and 
keep it” (Gen. 2:15). Just as God works and keeps the universe, man 
works and keeps the garden. As God is to the universe so man is to the 
garden. Man was His authority and is His mouthpiece over the garden. 
He made man higher than all other creation but He did not make man 
god. There can be no other god, and man does not have the right to 
make creation a god, nor to attribute to anything other than God what 
He has done and does. Keeping the Sabbath is a recognition of who we 
are before Him, that we are His, not He ours. 

When Jesus and His disciples walked through a grain-field on the 
Sabbath and harvested the grain with their hands because they were 
hungry, they were attacked by the Pharisees for “working on the 
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Sabbath” which is “unlawful.” Jesus’ response is quick and sure. “The 
Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. So the Son of Man is lord even 
of the Sabbath” (Mark 2:27-28). God did not rest because He had to. He is 
not constrained by law. Nor does man keep the Sabbath because he has 
to. God tells us to keep that which is a natural part of the image of God 
in man. If we do not keep His Sabbath it is because of our rebellion 
against Him. 

Hebrews chapter 4 drives home this point (see Heb. 4:9-12). We are 
counseled to not rebel, to not harden our hearts as Israel did during the 
exodus and refused to believe and trust God. It is the Sabbath which teaches 
us to rest in Him. We work, for that is one of the given purposes of God. 
But we work for Him. We rest, because that is one of the given purposes of 
God. But we rest in Him. Those who rebel, who refuse to work for Him will 
never rest in Him. 

God’s rest is eternal, just as He is eternal. His Sabbath’s rest is eternal 
rest. Our temporal rest of every seventh day is a looking forward to our 
eternal rest with Him. As is true with each of these ten statements, this 
one points to our rebellion against the God who created us, who sustains 
us, who governs us and who gives us purpose. A Sabbath rest is a matter 
of the heart, the being of each person, and reveals the intimacy, or lack of 
intimacy, of the relationship we have with the only One who created us. 

Those who would bring suffering on the righteous would steal away 
the peace and rest they have in God, breaking their relationship. Since 
our relationship is founded on God’ will, works and promises, no one 
who is not God can sever the relationship, though they bring upon us the 
harshest treatment. Their lack of rest and peace is evident by the 
treatment they show toward those who are God’s. Our trust in God’s 
promise, His eternal being, is a witness to the world of God’s presence 
and power. 

God’s Fifth Statement 
Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God commanded you, 
that your days may be long, and that it may go well with you in the land that the 
LORD your God is giving you. (Deut. 5:16; see also Exod. 20:12) 

Parents have children, and those children become parents and have 
more children. This is an absolute in God’s design. He commanded 
Adam and Eve to multiply AND fill the earth and subdue it.  
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And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue 
it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens 
and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” (Gen. 1:28) 

Noah and his children were also told, after the flood, to fill the earth 
(see Gen. 9:1). 

Parents have a primary job. They are to raise children to love and 
honor God. In turn, those children become parents who raise children 
who are taught to love and honor God because they have been taught to 
do so. Children emulate and copy their parents. From their parents 
children learn about God and how to treat others.  

Parent who focus upon God teach their children to do the same. If the 
parent focuses upon themselves or anything other than God then the 
children are taught to do the same. Should the parent teach their child to 
sin the sins of the father is passed onto the children and broken only 
through the grace of God. We honor our parents by being like them. Our 
parents honor God by living out His image in the world. 

This places a tremendous obligation upon parents. God placed this 
statement in the middle of the ten statements as a bridge between loving 
God and loving our neighbors. Those parents who know God intimately 
have no other gods or idols because there are none, speak for God with 
His given authority, and are resting in Him while looking forward to His 
final and ultimate eternal rest. They are unshakable in their faith and an 
example to their children. 

What the parent does guides their children, but the parent is not 
responsible for the grown child’s relationship with God. When a child 
becomes a parent, who they are reflects what they have been taught by 
their parents. They honor their parents who have honored their own 
parents and God by loving Him or they honor their parents by doing 
what their parents did. To “honor” means to be heavy with, weighty, rich 
with or abounding with, and to promote. Psychologically, this is what 
every child does, whether they seek God or rebel against their parents or 
Him. However, the question is not are children doing what they have 
been taught but have they been taught to love God. 

Children do not have to be taught to sin. Sin is part of their fallen 
nature. Children are taught how to sin in various ways by many different 
people. Children must be taught to love God but can only be taught this 
by those who love God. Everything a person is exposed to teaches them 
something.  
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Jesus has devastating words for all people. 

Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, but whoever causes one of 
these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great 
millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. 
Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, 
but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! (Matt. 18:5-7ff.). 

What we do right now counts for eternity for ourselves and for those 
around us. If what our children do reflects who we are and how we 
honor God then our relationship with Him is of utmost importance. If 
our parents were not godly, we may honor them by being as they are. But 
then, we will not honor God by being as they are. I was struck with fear 
when I realized the great responsibility God placed upon my shoulders 
when I became a parent. My fear has driven me toward God. I am far 
from perfect, my sin showing black against the brilliant white of His 
righteousness. I live by His grace and pray my children will do the same. 

Those who persecute the righteous because of their relationship with 
Jesus Christ have been taught to do so. Their parents, or those who have 
the influence of parents, have raised them up to view a lie as truth, and to 
view the truth as a lie. Even within the organized Church are those who 
lead people, not toward God but toward an idol.  

Those who are citizens of the kingdom of God show the evidence 
of citizenship as God works out in them the characteristics Jesus has 
given in the Sermon on the Mount. Being a citizen of God’s kingdom 
invites the persecution of those who hate God. Persecution does not 
relieve us of the responsibility of loving and obeying God and teaching 
our children to do the same. 

God’s Sixth Statement 
You shall not murder. (Exod. 20:13) 

Cain was the first to commit an act of murder. A different word is 
used in Genesis 4:8 than in Exodus 20:13. “Killed” means to hit or strike 
with deadly intent to destroy. 

In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the fruit of the 
ground, and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. 
And the LORD had regard for Abel and his offering, but for Cain and his 
offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell.  The LORD 
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said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? If you do well, 
will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its 
desire is for you, but you must rule over it.” Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And 
when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed him. 
(Gen. 4:3-7) 

Cain was angry with God because God did not accept the offering 
he brought. God warned him about the presence and power of sin, how 
it takes over and controls and enslaves the whole person. Cain could not 
kill God, the true object of his anger, so he murdered the next best thing. 
Abel was made in the image of God and thus a representative of God. 
Sin captured and twisted Cain’s thinking, giving him, in the thinking of 
his heart, a reasonable excuse to try, judge, sentence and execute his 
younger brother. He showed a pattern, first outlined by his parents as 
they rebelled against God, which all people would follow and develop for 
the rest of history. 

In God’s statement in Exodus and Deuteronomy the word used for 
“murder” means to break into pieces, to take away the objects ability to 
function as it was made, that is, to take away it’s life. Murder may be 
spontaneous or premeditated and deliberate. It may be an act of 
carelessness or come from hatred or the desire for revenge because of 
anger. In all cases murder is the final act of dehumanizing another person 
and unjustly taking their life.  

There are more ways to break a person than to take their life. People 
regularly steal life from others through manipulation, debilitating and 
hypercritical statements, and repetitive comments about a person’s lack of 
character or lack of value. Hear what Jesus has to say. 

You have heard that it was said to those of old, “You shall not murder; and 
whoever murders will be liable to judgment.” But I say to you that everyone who is 
angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be 
liable to the council; and whoever says, “You fool!” will be liable to the hell of fire. 
(Matt. 5:21-22) 

Let me be quick to say there is room for righteous anger. This is an 
anger exhibited by those who are poor in spirit when they see the truth 
of God being compromised when actions state His truth is not true or 
the lie is true. There is a place for hatred of sin. There is never a place for 
hatred of the sinner. 

Like all of God’s statements, this one follows those which have come 
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before. Do you not recognize God’s authority and place in creation? You 
will not recognize the image He has stamped on His highest creation. Do 
you have idols? You will find an excuse in those idols to judge and execute 
those with whom you live. Do you have so little regard for God you reject 
Him and His commands and statements and expectations and love and 
compassion? You will reject those He has created in His image. Do you 
seek rest in something other than God? You will never find rest and try to 
destroy those who do live in peace with Him, those who have something 
you have not. Have you been taught, by your parents or other authorities, 
to devalue people who do not fit a taught and ungodly expectation or 
measure up to an arbitrary standard of righteousness? This is no excuse to 
disobey God. 

God places value on people. We do not have the right to devalue 
those whom God has eternally established as valuable. Those who try to 
destroy what God has deemed valuable will face God’s wrath, Him 
against whom they rebel. Jesus died, was murdered, for all, so those who 
are God’s would not face spiritual death. Yet, we are all physical, sinful 
people and will face physical death. How we die is in God’s eternal 
decree. But, woe to those who conspire to murder God by murdering 
those who are His. 

God’s Seventh Statement 
You shall not commit adultery. (Exod. 20:14) 

Adultery is seeking and experiencing sexual intimacy with a person 
other than your husband or wife. If the focus of murder is the 
destruction of those who carry the image of God as a way of killing God, 
then adultery is an attack on the intimacy of a relationship with God. 
Again, since God cannot be destroyed, the attack is against those who are 
enabled to have a relationship with God. Where those who have been 
given and receive the grace of God through His Son, Jesus Christ, sexual 
activity outside of marriage compromises their testimony of God before 
the world. 

Physical intimacy experienced by husband and wife is a physical 
representation of the spiritual intimacy everyone may have with God. 
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, 
and they shall become one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked and 
were not ashamed” (Gen. 2:24-25). God’s original intent for a husband 
and wife is for them to live in a mysterious union, making two into one. 
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This union involves the whole person unencumbered by anything 
outside of themselves.  

In the garden nothing could break this union. Just as Adam and Eve 
had intimacy with each other they had intimacy with God. He created 
them in His image for this reason and walked with them in the garden as 
evidence of their relationship. They were unashamed before each other 
and before God. “Ashamed” in Genesis 2 means disappointed, 
confounded or dry. They did not disappoint each other or God. Nothing 
they did confounded or compromised their relationships. Their 
relationship was fertile and growing and full of life. 

We have fallen far from God and from each other. 
Is there within the heart a lustful intent to engage in sexual activity 

with one who is not your righteous husband or wife?  When you hunger 
and thirst for unrighteousness, you drive yourself away from the One 
who created you and the one who is given to love you. We cannot be 
joined with the world and joined with Christ. Nor can we explain to the 
world what it means to be joined with Christ. Through the centuries 
many have called the relationship had with God through Christ a 
“mystical union.”  

Paul describes the symbolism of the marital relationship and the 
spiritual joining of those who belong to Christ with their Savior. 

Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the 
members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Or do you 
not know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as 
it is written, “The two will become one flesh.” But he who is joined to the Lord 
becomes one spirit with him. Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a 
person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against 
his own body. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were 
bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. (1 Cor. 6:15-20) 

God’s seventh statement lays bare the heart of relationship with Him. 
Evidence of the strength or weakness of our relationship with God is 
found in many places but especially is the motivation of our sexual self. 
Separation and suffering is the result of the sinful, sensual heart, inflicted 
upon those with whom the person is to have an intimate relationship. Sin 
has compromised and made people incapable of having a true, undefiled, 
intimate relationship with either God or a spouse.   
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There is within a deep desire for true intimacy in everyone. There is 
no ability on our part. There is complete ability and desire in God. 
Citizens of the kingdom of heaven have a “mystical union” with God, 
which does not remove any from the world but does guarantee intimacy 
with God for eternity, our recreated spirit in union with His eternal 
Spirit. This is the heart of the matter. 

Those who persecute the righteous do so to break the intimate 
relationship had with God. Our world is driven by the quest for power and 
control and the prevalence of the idolatry of the sensual. From ancient 
temple prostitutes to the current visual depictions of the international 
concubine through pornography, the temptation to compromise and 
indulge in illegitimate sexual activity is constant. It is an overt attack on 
righteousness, which is persecution. It is not pointed persecution, directed 
against a specific individual or group, but a blanket attack on righteousness 
pointed at God. Which means it is also pointed at the citizen of the 
kingdom of God. 

Have you noticed persecution toward those who will not embrace 
the “right” to their preferred “sexual” orientation? Have you noticed the 
demand to redefine marriage and the words “husband” and “wife” and 
“family”? This is persecution for righteousness. There is no difference 
between one sin and another. Sin separates from God and divides those 
who belong to God from each other. It is the intent of those enslaved by 
the world to silence God. Persecution is one way they think they can 
silence those who represent God. 

God’s Eighth Statement 
You will not steal. (Exod. 20:15) 

Within Adam’s rebellion is, in some way, the violation of every one 
of the absolute statements of God found in the ten statements. Yet, if 
there was one obvious crime it was Adam taking something which did 
not belong to him. He was given every tree in the garden but the fruit of 
one tree. We do not know if he plucked the fruit for Eve to take the first 
bite. We do know he took a bite. This simple act tells us Adam stole 
from God. 

Stealing is taking for yourself anything which does not belong to you. 
Most of the time when someone steals from another it has nothing to do 
with persecution. Yet, stealing is a direct assault on righteousness and the 
just standards of God inherent in the image of God given man.  
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All of these statements reflect the thinking of the heart showing how 
each believes and acts upon their understanding of God. If murder is an 
attempt to destroy God by unjustly killing one who has the image of God 
then murder must first start in the heart. If adultery is an attempt to 
destroy the relationship one may have with Him whose image we carry, 
then, it too, must first start in the heart. So stealing first begins in the 
heart as an action meant to degrade any relationship with Him. Since 
God cannot be touched, we grab what we can from His creation. Murder 
is a failed attempt to devalue the image of God. Adultery is a failed 
attempt to destroy a relationship with God. What then is stealing a failed 
attempt to do? 

Stealing is an attempt to replace the worth God gives to an object 
with the thief’s subjective value, giving the thief illegitimate control. 
Thieves steal more than objects. They steal control. Part of the image of 
God given, and corrupted by sin, is dominion. Originally, God gave 
Adam dominion, or control, over earthly creation (see Gen. 1:26-27). 

When Adam sinned he did not lose the image of God but he, the 
vessel which contained the image, was corrupted. He was given control, 
exercising the authority given by God as God’s representative to the 
world. As he rebelled against God so the world rebelled against him. 
Integral to the sentence was the frustration and anger Adam would 
experience because of the loss of control. 

And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and 
have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed 
is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the 
field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, 
for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
(Gen. 3:17-19) 

Why did this happen? Adam stole from God, doing the one thing he 
was told to not do. Adam and Eve were tempted by Satan to grasp for 
control over that which was God’s. Adam’s rebellion and theft resulted 
in a war to wrest control over the world, over other people, over things, 
over God. Satan tempted Eve and Adam to view the fruit of the tree as 
having a value not given by God. It is not the truth spoken by God was 
hidden but that the thinking of their hearts were led away from the truth. 

Everything created belongs to the One who created everything. When 
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we claim anything as our own we say it does not belong to God and we try 
to steal from Him. Our place is to acknowledge all, including ourselves, 
belongs to Him. If He owns everything then He and He alone assigns 
value to everything. We do not have the right to replace the value God has 
given with our own. Doing this devalues the thing only in our eyes and in 
the thinking of our hearts. Finally, nothing but people will exist for 
eternity. To say a thing has more value than God suggests it is worth 
having more than a relationship with God. 

If you are His then when you die only what is truly valuable will go 
with you into eternity. Everything you value in this world will stay in this 
world. What does God value? Himself, His Word, and the people He 
created. Jesus did not die for anything in this world. He died for the 
people created in the image of God. 

While the motivation, the thinking of the heart, behind persecution is 
a direct attack on God and His ambassadors in this world, a war against 
righteousness, it may contain the desire to own that which belongs to the 
Christian. Most thefts are an attack on the standard of righteousness and 
only incidentally against the temporal owner of the stuff. Whether the 
theft is motivated by hatred toward the person it remains an act of hatred 
toward God. Stealing is a failed attempt to control God. 

God’s Ninth Statement 
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. (Exod. 20:16) 

God’s ninth statement demands we never “bear” (respond, sing, 
shout, testify, announce) “false” (that which is not true) “witness” 
(testimony, to record) “against your neighbor” (anyone). We are to tell the 
truth because this is the way we are created, as part of the image of God 
and is expected by God.  

These statements are explicit requirements founded on the eternal 
character of God and the laws under which we have been created. We 
cannot fulfill His expectations or be who we eternally are without 
naturally living according to God’s moral law. We are a reflection of His 
character, having His image. Sin did not destroy the image but corrupted 
the vessel containing the image, making everything we do unacceptable. 
Still, God created us, sustains us, governs us and gives us purpose. 

Jesus began His sermon demanding we acknowledge the truth of sin 
and our absolute poverty of spirit before Him. “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:3). One of the characteristics of 
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those who are poor in spirit is their love for the truth and their hatred of 
the lie. This is the driving motivation behind their confrontational 
lifestyle. They first confront the lies which have been trained into them, 
the lies of sin and self-righteousness. Then, they confront the lies of the 
world, which seek to remove God completely from the equation, from 
the pieces and sum total of self. If we can get Him out of one of the 
pieces then we can remove Him from the rest. He will not be removed 
from any part. 

Those who persecute the followers of Christ because of their 
righteous relationship with God attack truth, desperately trying to change 
it, demanding “truth” conform, not to God but to their sinful, arbitrary, 
even anarchist standard. Truth is integral to the eternal character of God. 
No one will come into God’s presence who has believed, taught and 
demanded rebellion against God by following a lie. 

Just as murder tries to destroy the image of God in man and adultery 
the relationship of God with man, as stealing tries to devalue God’s 
authority over all things, so lying is an attempt to remove God from the 
equation of our lives. What we do reflects who we are and dictates what 
we will become. If what we do is based upon a lie then the evidence of 
who we are shows we are liars and will only reinforce and solidify us as 
those who hate the truth. God’s statements to us reaches deeply into the 
heart of our relationship with Him, reflected in the relationships we have 
with everyone. But it especially reflects how we think of ourselves. We 
do not have the option to divorce our lives from those around us or 
from God. It is a whole package. 

God gives an explicit statement. Do not lie to anyone about 
anything. He is not a liar and He did not create liars. Yet, we are liars. He 
tells us to not lie. Yet, if we are honest with ourselves we will see that all 
we can do, have done and will do is lie about every facet of our lives, our 
relationships, our thinking within the world. When you lie you are not 
doing what is eternally natural to God and showing the evidence of a 
corrupted nature. Paul lists the sin of every person in Romans 3:9-18. 

What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already 
charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, as it is written: “None is 
righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God.  All have 
turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.” 
(Cited from Ps. 14:1-3, Ps. 53:1-3.) 
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“Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.” (Cited 
from Ps. 5:9) 

“The venom of asps is under their lips.” (Cited from Ps. 5:9) 
“Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” (Cited from Ps. 140:3) 
“Their feet are swift to shed blood; in their paths are ruin and misery, and 

the way of peace they have not known.” (Cited from Isa. 59:7-8, see Prov. 
1:15-17) 

“There is no fear of God before their eyes.” (Cited from Ps. 36:1)  
(Rom. 3:9-18) 

Jesus tells us to expect persecution because of our relationship with 
Him, because of the righteousness given us by Him. We are compelled 
by the Spirit of God to see and know truth. Yet, we remain ensconced in 
a temporary but corrupted body which tends to rebellion. Our hope is 
only in the truth of Christ’s person. 

God’s Tenth Statement 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, 
or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything 
that is your neighbor’s. (Exod. 20:17) 

“Covet” can also be translated desire, delight in, hold precious, consider 
delectable, lust for. There is a slight difference between the statement in 
Exodus and Deuteronomy. “And you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife. And you 
shall not des ire  your neighbor’s house” (Deut. 5:21). Another word is used just 
before the list of valuables owned by your neighbor. “Desire” means to 
wish for or long after. You will not lust after your neighbor’s wife or wish 
for your neighbor’s possessions.  

This is God’s last, but not final, statement to those who are His. Are 
these statements directed only at the people of the nation of Israel or 
toward all people? Though the statements were given to Moses, and the 
people of Israel required to follow them, the universal character of the 
statements demands they apply to all people. 

All of the preceding statements point to the thinking of the heart in 
specific behaviors and how wrong thinking from the beginning brings 
rebellious activities. This statement lays bare the motivation of the heart, an 
indictment covering all sinful activity. Where there is one sin there is 
covetousness. Murderers covet the life of another, while adulterers covet 
the spouse of another. Thieves covet property and liars covet control over 
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truth. With covetousness comes all of the evidence needed to justify 
judgment, sentencing and execution of the sentence. This statement 
touches the fiber of every thought and act done by the person corrupted 
by sin.  

Does not God begin these statements by driving home the reality that 
He alone is God, and that nothing and no one is to take His place? Are not 
every one of these statements designed to reveal God’s place and how His 
person, and our relationship with Him, is attacked and compromised or 
destroyed? You may have heard the worst sin a person can do, the sin 
which was the downfall of Lucifer, the foundation for all other sin, is pride. 
It is not. God tells us plainly the motivation behind all sin.   

Coveting. 

How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn! How you are cut 
down to the ground, you who laid the nations low! You said in your heart, “I will 
ascend to heaven; above the stars of God I will set my throne on high; I will sit on 
the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north; I will ascend above the 
heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.” But you are 
brought down to Sheol, to the far reaches of the pit. (Isa. 14:12-15) 

Satan, Lucifer, the highest angel, wanted God’s place, which means he 
wanted God gone. His pride is evident but his desire and motivation is to 
usurp God and make himself higher than his Creator. He coveted God. 

Desires fill the thinking of our hearts to have what is not ours, to be 
what we are not, to do what we cannot, to be held up as equal to God. 
We want to be self-righteous not poor in spirit. We want to be capable of 
controlling ourselves and our sin. We do not want to mourn over the 
reality and truth of the full extent of sin as it affects us and the world in 
which we live. Coveting is the illusion of control in out-of-control lives. 
It is the belief that only what we think and feel matters. It is the ultimate 
motivation behind all rebellion against God. 

Paul writes to the Romans. 

Yet if it had not been for the law, I would not have known sin. For I would not 
have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” 
But sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, produced in me all 
kinds of covetousness. (Rom. 7:7-8) 

Paul was the best Pharisee by his own admission. Yet, once 
redeemed by God, all of his righteous actions and attitudes he considered 
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of no value for the sake of Christ. Why? Because he saw his life 
measured against Christ’s. He recognized the thinking of his heart was 
motivated by covetousness and every atom of his being was under God’s 
condemnation.  

Those redeemed by Christ’s blood remaining in this world continue 
to struggle with covetousness. But our hope ceases to rest in our actions, 
our attitudes, the thinking of our hearts. Our hope rests in God’s grace. 
We are His testimony to the fallen world as He prepares us for eternity 
with Him. 

Expected Obedience 
God declares a standard of righteousness in the ten statements found in 

Exodus and Deuteronomy. Like all “rules of conduct” posted in many 
public establishments the need for the rules is predicated upon the 
behavior of the public. Most of the public will keep the rules as a 
normal part of their behavior. But there are some who do not care for 
the rules and enter with the intent of breaking them, sometimes just to 
see if they can get away with violating “someone else’s rules.” 

God’s moral standard is inherent in the image of God found in all 
people. While the vessel is corrupt because the person is bent by sin, the 
image of God in them is not. People know when they are wrong because 
of the war between their bent away from God and the image in them 
pulling them toward Him. Man is created for relationship and obedience 
but compelled to rebel because of the corrupted nature of sin. What agony 
we endure. 

Where there is a need to post “rules of conduct” there is obvious 
rebellion and even criminal motivations. Rules are posted to give the 
authorities the right to impose necessary restrictions and even sentence, 
to maintain an orderly environment. Even though God embedded His 
image in people, He stated His “rules” so there would be absolutely no 
excuse for sinful motivations and actions. 

Persecution happens not because of the person but for what the person 
represents. Citizens of the kingdom of heaven represent the King, the 
standard of the King, the rule and reign and authority of the King. Those 
who live in rebellion toward the King cannot abide the presence of any who, 
by their lives, reveal the evidence of rebellion. 

One sin, the first sin of Adam, separated all from God. Jesus died for 
all sin. Now, one sin, a specific sin committed by the individual, separates 
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each from God. He told Adam to not eat from the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. Adam did what he was told not to do. Now, He tells all 
to eat from the tree of life, which is Jesus. Many refuse. 

So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the 
Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever feeds on my 
flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last 
day. For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. Whoever feeds on my 
flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him.” (John 6:53-56) 

Those who have rejected and disobeyed His command are separated 
from Him and hate Him with a passion, ranging from ambivalence to 
zeal. God’s statements measure, not man’s love for God but man’s 
hatred for Him who created them. Since none can touch God they turn 
their hatred toward those who are His, whom they can touch.  

Jesus tells us those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake are 
blessed. Jesus is speaking about living according to the moral character of 
God embodied in the ten statements and the words of Christ. 
Persecution comes because of God and the relationship the Christian has 
with God.  

The Object of Persecution 
Persecution for righteousness’ sake is always undeserved suffering. 

Christ’s death was undeserved. This does not mean all violence against 
a Christian is because of God’s imputed righteousness. Christians are 
covered with the blood of Christ, the sentence for their sin placed upon 
His shoulders. But, Christians still sin. We still say things we should 
not. Do what we should not. Do not do what we should. Suffering 
which comes as a consequence of personal sin is not suffering for 
righteousness’ sake.   

Suffering for righteousness’ sake does not come because of the 
Christian but because of Whom the Christian represents. 

Living according to the righteous leading of the Spirit is the evidence 
of God’s blessing upon the Christian. Yet, God does not force the 
Christian to live according to the leading of the Spirit. Christians have 
wills. It is possible to grieve the Spirit of God (see Eph. 4:30) by our 
rebellion. We must still obey as His servants would obey but often do 
only the bare minimum and sometimes not even that. 

He tests those who are His. These tests are internal and external. How 
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do we struggle against temptation and sin? Where is our resolve and our love 
for Him who redeemed us? Are we truly servants of the only God? 
Relinquishing control is internal, an act of the intelligence and the morale-
emotional self shown through obedience which is shown in what we do 
daily. This daily living for Christ draws people to us, questioning our actions, 
forging opinion about why we do what we do. Our internal life is a 
preparation for eternity. Our external life is a witness for God who calls 
people to Himself. 

As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former 
ignorance, but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 
since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” (1 Pet. 1:14-16) 

We are holy because of the God who created us, recreated us, and 
claims us for His own. If there is one thing Scripture teaches it is God’s 
holiness, His demand for holiness, and the complete rebellion of the world 
against Him.  

Genesis 4 suggests there are four people alive, Adam and Eve and 
their first two children, Cain and Abel. Abel offered a righteous sacrifice, 
according to the intimately known moral standards of God. Cain’s sacrifice 
was not righteous because Cain was not righteous. Cain killed Abel 
because God judged Abel’s sacrifice righteous, not because his brother was 
righteous. God’s work in us, in fitting us for eternity with Him, takes the 
murderous unrighteousness of Cain, found in everyone, and purges it 
through continuous testing and refining. We become obedient, leaving 
behind all acts of unrighteousness, embracing His holiness. 

Yet, the world hates God’s holiness and His righteousness and all 
those who obediently follow Him. Being loved by God automatically 
means being hated by the world. Those who have rejected Him will reject 
anything which belongs to Him. Evidence of Christ’s life and sacrifice is 
neither meager or compromised but substantial and solid. We should 
never be surprised by the evidence of the world’s hatred for God. We 
should be concerned when the world does not “revile” and “utter all 
kinds of evil against you” because of obedience to Christ. 

Christian’s are not the object of persecution even though it is 
Christians who receive the brunt of the physical, emotional and 
intellectual violence. All persecution is directed toward God. Whether we 
admit it or not, everything begins with Him, revolves around Him, and 
ends with Him. We should not view ourselves but the God whom we 
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serve as the object of persecution. 

Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of 
thinking, for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, so as to live for 
the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of God. 
For the time that is past suffices for doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in 
sensuality, passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry. 
With respect to this they are surprised when you do not join them in the same flood 
of debauchery, and they malign you; but they will give account to him who is ready 
to judge the living and the dead. (1 Pet. 4:1-5) 

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. If this be so, our 
God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he 
will deliver us out of your hand, O king. But if not, be it known to you, O king, 
that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set 
up.” (Dan. 3:16-18) 

Suffering for righteousness’ sake occurs because of the sinful actions 
of usurping God’s ultimate and absolute authority by those who deny 
God. Those who endure such suffering are those who know they belong 
to God even while working for and living with those who hate Him.  

In the book of Daniel there are two significant times when those who 
belong to God would not violate their relationship with Him for the sinful 
dictates of the authorities. Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah each 
faced the unrighteous anger of the false religious peoples of their exile. 

Like every other king, Nebuchadnezzar thought himself above God, or 
at least equal to other gods. Those who surrounded him fed him their 
continual patronizing worship. By increasing their popularity with the king 
they maintained a comfortable and powerful lifestyle. Any danger to their 
arrangement brought immediate anger and fear and manipulation to 
maintain control.  

When the king built a tall, impressive golden idol and commanded 
everyone to worship the idol, it did not matter that the thing was a 
lifeless piece of metal, precious as it was. People worshipped it on 
command. Nebuchadnezzar could have built it out of cow patties, told 
them to worship it and they would have done so. He expected everyone 
to do what he commanded, no matter how bizarre. Except in his mind 
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worshipping an idol was not bizarre. 
When the king was told his three advisors would not obey his 

command and worship an idol, he was furious. How dare they disobey 
him, the king. He threatened them with agonizing death if they did not 
immediately obey.  

Please note, these men were his trusted advisors. They, with Daniel, 
were wiser than any of the other advisors to the king. They were not 
known for disobeying his commands. They carefully weighed the 
commands of the king against their growing relationship with God and 
never confused the eternal with the temporary. When asked to place 
anything above God they politely refused. 

Daniel was confronted by a similar experience. Nebuchadnezzar’s 
kingdom had ended and Darius, king of the Medes and Persians, was in 
power.  

It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satraps, to be throughout the whole 
kingdom; and over them three presidents, of whom Daniel was one, to whom these 
satraps should give account, so that the king might suffer no loss. Then this Daniel 
became distinguished above all the other presidents and satraps, because an excellent 
spirit was in him. And the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. 
(Dan. 6:1-3) 

Darius loved Daniel. His advisors hated Daniel. “Then these men said, 
‘We shall not find any ground for complaint against this Daniel unless we find it in 
connection with the law of his God” (Dan. 6:5). 

They manipulated Darius to write a law which could not be voided 
or revoked. Everyone in his kingdom must pray to Darius and not to any 
other god for a period of time. Anyone who violated this law was fed to 
the lions. Without thinking, Darius agreed. Daniel heard the law and 
immediately went to his home, opened the window facing toward 
Jerusalem and prayed to God in front of all people. It was his custom to 
do so and he refused to hide. Darius, manipulated by his advisors was 
forced to uphold his law. 

God saved these four men, who suffered for righteousness’ sake.  
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah were not burned in the fire. Daniel was 
not eaten by lions. But other Christians, persecuted by the Caesars of 
Rome or other nations have been eaten by lions and burned with fire and 
killed in other ways. Those who are persecuted for righteousness show 
their allegiance, not to this world but for God. We are members of His 
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kingdom and our hope is in Him.   

And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was 
promised, since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they 
should not be made perfect. (Heb. 11:39-40) 

God’s promises are trustworthy because God is trustworthy. 

Stephen 

Then they secretly instigated men who said, “We have heard him speak 
blasphemous words against Moses and God.” And they stirred up the people and 
the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him and seized him and brought 
him before the council, and they set up false witnesses who said, “This man never 
ceases to speak words against this holy place and the law, for we have heard him 
say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs 
that Moses delivered to us.” And gazing at him, all who sat in the council saw 
that his face was like the face of an angel. (Acts 6:11-15) 

Stephen was a normal person but an extraordinary Christian. He was 
one of the Grecian Jews (Hellenists) who came to Jerusalem to celebrate 
Passover and may have stayed when changed by the gospel and the 
teaching of the Apostles.  

After the Church was formed it did not take long for a disagreement 
to arise about how the new converts received tangible care. Some widows 
were neglected in the distribution of needed food. Stephen and six other 
men, all Grecian Jews, were selected, appointed and blessed by the 
Apostles to fill this need. He was one of the first deacons. He and the 
others did more than wait tables. They were wise, full of faith, of the Holy 
Spirit, and willing to obey God. 

A quarrel arose between the Grecian Jews, who followed the letter of 
the Law, and Stephen. They accused him falsely, claiming he spoke 
“blasphemous words against Moses and God” (Acts 6:11). They could not stand 
against the Spirit in him and the wisdom given in his words, so they 
made up something. In the next accusation before the council, they 
suggested they heard Stephen say Jesus would destroy their place (the 
temple) and would alter their customs. Threatened by the work of the 
Holy Spirit in those who belong to God, a Spirit they did not have or 
understand and a God they did not serve, they ignored the law and 
falsely accused an innocent man. 
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Stephen’s response to their accusations is a classic example of 
confronting that which is false with the truth. He knew the history of 
Israel and the teaching of Moses. Nothing he said was disputed until the 
end of his speech. He wanted to make sure they were talking about the 
same God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  

He talked about Joseph and his brother’s jealousy toward him, being 
sent ahead to prepare a way for Israel in Egypt. He talked about Moses, 
and a king who did not know Joseph. He answered their accusations 
about blaspheming God. He had not. About changing the laws, Jesus 
would not. Here is his answer about Jesus destroying the temple.  

Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made by hands, as the prophet says, 
“Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. What kind of house will 
you build for me, says the Lord, or what is the place of my rest? Did not my 
hand make all these things? (Acts 7:48-50) 

Is not the temple God’s to do with as He wishes? It cannot contain 
Him any more than the whole universe could contain Him. His will 
cannot be thwarted. But those who say they are His can rebel against 
Him and try to change His statements to fit their own desires. Stephen 
spoke the truth and exposed their lie. 

You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the 
Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did your 
fathers not persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the 
coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, you 
who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it. (Acts 7:51-53) 

They murdered Stephen. He died at the feet of Saul. Stephen asked 
God to forgive the sin of murder so some there might accept the offer of 
grace. Saul heard Stephen ask God to forgive him. Eventually, Saul became 
Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles. Those murdering Stephen could not 
murder God, though they tried. Death could not keep Him. Every 
statement of God exposed the rebellion in their hearts. 

Suffering for righteousness’ sake is just that. It is righteousness 
standing before unrighteousness so those who are called may see their sin, 
repent of it and be changed by God. Suffering for righteousness’ sake does 
two things. It is used by God to strengthen the faith of His child in 
preparation for eternity and to witness to the world about Him. And as they 
were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit” (Acts 7:59). 
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Conclusion 
Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. (Matt. 5:11-12) 

There is a war raging between those who are unrighteous and God, 
who has given righteousness to those covered by the shed blood of the 
sacrifice of His Son. It is not us against them. It is a creature fighting 
against their Creator because the creature covets the Creator’s place and 
authority. What audacity.  

This war is a three-pronged attack against righteousness. Those 
declared righteous, who represent God, are attacked by Satan, the great 
deceiver, by the world and its tugs and pulls, and by their own flesh, still 
corrupted by sin. God’s Spirit lives within those who belong to Him, the 
guarantee of eternity with Him, even while under constant attack. 

As the Christian grows in the way God designed, in faith and 
obedience while standing before God and the world, God blesses while the 
world curses them. Obedience to Him is not dependent upon 
circumstances. His word is absolute and the obedience He demands is 
absolute. This does not mean we, while in the world, will always absolutely 
obey all His statements. We are still in the world, still enveloped in the 
flesh, still attacked by Satan. Yet, nothing God’s enemies can do will 
remove us from His presence or snatch us from His hand.  

At times it may seem His enemies are winning but they are not. 
Matthew 5:11-12 is considered by many as one of the “beatitudes” 

because it begins with the same word “blessed” as the first seven 
statements. However, there is a substantial difference between what we 
are supposed to be, as described in the preceding seven statements, and 
what happens to us when we are what we are supposed to be. In these 
seven statements Jesus tell us what God is making of all who are His. We 
are becoming what He wants. If we are what He wants then the evidence 
of our righteousness is the world’s hatred toward us. Suffering for 
righteousness’ sake is evidence of Christ’s righteousness covering those 
who are His. 

Those who think incorrectly about these statements may realize a 
subtle disconnect when Satan and their own flesh suggest they think and 
act like the world. Suffering tends to direct attention toward self and the 
subtle suggestion follows that God is uncaring and arbitrary. Focusing 
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upon Him, and the passion of His Son, reveals the lie and the truth. 
Suffering is a consequence of sin. Persecution because of righteousness is a 
direct attack against God, who cannot be touched, levied against those 
who can be touched.   

We may not feel the physical pain of torture or death, the agony of 
pain directed against family or friends, but all Christians are still affected 
by the persecution of the Church. We are a body, a unit, with Christ as 
head. When one part suffers all parts suffer for all are connected. 

Yet, suffering for righteousness’ sake is more than persecution 
brought upon the Christian by the world. Part of the process God brings 
each through is the recognition of sin and the realization of its 
consequences, which brings intense mourning. Sin is active 
unrighteousness and those who repent and turn away from it will face 
sin’s daily harassment. Some of the suffering faced by Christians is 
physical. Most is internal, the emotional tension to distrust God. 

No one can fight this war in their own strength, by their own will. 
Trying is failing. God is making those who are His into the likeness of 
His Son, a preparation for eternity with Him. What He has begun He 
will finish. Nothing the world does will stop Him, for He is making a 
new person, down to the essence of the person. Once He recreates 
there can be no compromise. We will experience the grief of the world 
and our flesh but who we are is fixed and only has to grow. From 
conception to maturity, who the person is eternally they will become, 
growing into who they are. This is a mystery to the finite mind. For an 
infinite God all is clear. 

We are to love those who hate God. Jesus has told us what God is 
making us. He has told us how the world will react, with hatred. Next, 
He is going to tell us how He will use us in the world. 

 
	


