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Salt and Light 

Introduction 
You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be 

restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under 
people’s feet. 

You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people 
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. (Matt. 5:13-16) 

Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount is a description of the citizen 
of the kingdom of heaven and the evidence of citizenship. His first seven 
statements depict a changed person established in a relationship with God. 
Christians are different than those who live according to the standards of the 
world and their own flesh. This difference is a demonstration of God’s 
working in the Christian, setting them apart for His use and their blessing. 

Persecution, which for the Christian is suffering for righteousness’ sake, 
is the reaction of the world toward the demonstrated righteousness of God 
through His citizens. They hate God and they hate righteousness because it 
illuminates their sin and rebellion against God. Persecution is evidence the 
citizen is in God’s care and His enemies are not. 

Citizens of God’s kingdom may react to persecution but continue acting 
in a specific way in spite of suffering. There is a difference between reacting 
and acting. Reaction is a trained response to a specific circumstance. Action is 
an essential part of the personality and characteristics of the citizen. Using an 
analogy, Jesus states the citizen is both salt and light in the world. 

Jesus uses these analogies to describe those who have been changed. Yet, 
those who are His are not “like” salt and light but “are” salt and light. It 
would be easy, as with Jesus’ parables, to allow these analogies to “stand up 
on all fours and walk away” as one of my Professor’s was fond of saying. Let 
us not read more into the statements than is actually there. Jesus is speaking 
about the essential and eternal characteristics which make the citizen who 
they are. 

Living according to God’s will is living against the tugs and pulls of the 
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world. Our presence stands at odds to the intent of the world. Where those in 
the world hold their hands up in God’s face, telling Him to leave them alone, 
God holds our hands out to the world, telling them to come and find peace. 
When we are the way He wants, we will suffer for righteousness’ sake, just as 
Jesus did. We may not suffer physically, but we will face the persecution and 
slander of the world. This is evidence of God changing those who are His 
into the likeness of Christ. 

Among the many things God is doing in the Christian, two specific 
objectives stand out. He is preparing us for eternity. He is using us as 
witnesses in this world. I think God’s ultimate purpose for us is found in 
these two mandates.   

In order to accomplish His unchangeable objectives we must be aware of 
God as He exercises complete control over our lives and circumstances. He 
has bought us with the blood of Christ and we are no longer our own. 
Realizing this truth changes the dynamic of our decision-making process. We 
cease putting ourselves in the center and live knowing God is the only 
legitimate center. It is His responsibility to place us and protect us.   

At the same time we have responsibilities. Our responsibilities are 
implemented though faith. We must exercise our intelligence, believing the 
evidence of His work. We must trust Him, exercising the moral 
comprehension of His law and allowing Him to use our emotions to speak 
warning and encouragement. We must obey Him, bringing our actions under 
His leadership. We do what He wants because we know Him and His will. 
Remember, our obedience carries no merit. God does not owe us when we 
obey Him. What He gives is free. We are God’s servants offering loving 
service to a loving God. 

We are being changed into the likeness of Christ. This statement and its 
implications transcend our earthly witness and places our focus upon eternity 
with God. Meanwhile, we are here and His and He want us to act like His 
while here, no matter the circumstance. 

Salt of the Earth 
You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under 
people’s feet. (Matthew 5:13) 

This verse is a warning. Throughout the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
warns the citizen of His kingdom about those who say they are His but are not. 
His first seven statements contain specific blessings and not so specific 
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warnings. If you are this way you are blessed. Conversely, if you are not this 
way you are not blessed. You are rejected or cursed. His warnings are subtle, 
easily missed by those who cannot hear or who cannot see because their ears 
are stopped and their eyes closed (see Isa. 6:10, Matt. 13:15; Mark 8:18). To 
those who are His, who through the indwelling Spirit are changed from slavery 
to sin to covered with His righteousness, the warnings are readily apparent. 
Here is the heart of the matter. There are those who are His and those who are 
not, yet claim to be. 

Jesus uses an analogy to describe the essential evidence of those who are His. 
They are His, being recreated and made into His image, to the core of their 
eternal being.  Philippians 2:6-7 declares Jesus has the form (morphe, that which 
makes something what it is) of God and of a Servant, man as he was originally 
created, before the fall. Christian’s are recreated beings, having the morphe of the 
true citizen of the kingdom of heaven. Just as the essence, the morphe, of salt is 
salt, so the essence of the citizen of God’s kingdom is righteousness. Everything 
Jesus has said to this point, and continuing on, is the evidence of the 
righteousness of God working itself into the being of those who belong to God. 

Jesus is speaking to the vital, eternal being of the Christian. He has 
defined that being in the first seven statements of His teaching. Christians are 
all of these things.  Just as salt has specific evidences of its presence, so to, the 
Christian exhibits the characteristics of a regenerated, changed, person. 

Salt of the ancient world was quite different from the modern, processed 
and refined salt found on store shelves. Not that salt itself is different but the 
level of purity is considerably refined, more now than it was then. It was hard 
to remove all the impurities from the salt of Jesus’ day. It was easy to 
inadvertently add impurities to salt through everyday living. It was not 
uncommon for the salt in “salt” to leech away leaving only the impurities. God 
refines the Christian, through conviction and persecution, removing the 
impurities and leaving just salt, something universally useful and necessary. 

We are God’s righteousness in a world dominated by unrighteousness. 
Everyone knows the difference between right and wrong. We all have a 
witness, in ourselves, of the implications of the moral law of God. While 
many can, through sheer will power, live up to the outward standards which 
define the moral laws, only those changed, recreated and filled with the Spirit 
of God, can live, as an essential part of their being, according to His moral 
law. His indwelling Spirit does not preclude temptation and sin but 
guarantees our place in eternity in spite of our surroundings and failures. God 
strategically places us to grow us and convict those in the world. As we 
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wrestle with sin, fine tuning our understanding and living of righteousness, 
the more effective we become as His witnesses, the less we will compromise 
who we are for what the world is. We leave the world behind and, used by 
God, draw those He is calling into His kingdom. 

But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of 
them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being 
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in 
you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are 
slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. (1 Peter 
3:14-16) 

Our lives, the deepest essence of our being, the morphe of the citizen of 
His kingdom, exposes His righteousness, His glory, His being, which impacts 
everything we do and everyone we meet. 

Saltiness 
Salt has an essential characteristic. It is salt. Sodium chloride. It is made 

of two chemicals, sodium and chlorine. Take away one of the chemicals 
leaving the other and it is not salt. 

Christians also have essential characteristics, though these are not chemical 
but spiritual and eternal. Jesus is using an analogy to differentiate between those 
who are His and those who are counterfeit. Those who are His carry within the 
morphe of a Christian. They have that which makes a Christian a Christian. 
Those who do not have the morphe of a Christian may try to manufacture a 
substitute but will never actually succeed. God is not fooled. 

In ancient times salt was hardly ever pure, depending upon its source and 
the integrity of the person gathering and selling the substance. It would 
naturally contain other elements as impurities. Gold in salt is an impurity. This 
doesn’t mean the salt is not salt but that it is salt and something else not salt.  

Salt dissolves in water. When the impure batch of stuff claimed as salt is 
exposed to the weather or humidity the actual substance salt dissolves leaving 
the impurities which do not dissolve. Salt loses its taste because what is left is 
everything mixed in which is not salt. Jesus uses the word “lost” in Matthew 
5:13 which means to become simple, to lose intelligence, be compromised in 
the ability to think, or to lose savior. Salt is salt and when the bags of stuff 
called salt loses the salt what is left is tasteless and worthless. What is left can 
never do what salt is created to do. 

For the sake of the discussion let us say salt is a symbol for righteousness, 
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even though righteousness is much more. Because of the image of God in each 
person, everyone has a sufficient understanding of righteousness. All know the 
difference between right and wrong and are capable of identifying the measure or 
standard for their actions and attitudes, the thinking of their hearts. They may not 
want to recognize God as the ultimate measure for their behavior, or use the 
term “righteousness” but all know guilt intimately.  

Those who are truly salt have God’s righteousness embedded within and 
covered without, through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ and the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit. Those who are not salt have created a self-righteousness, seeking to 
justify themselves according to the acceptable standards of the world. God is 
the Eternal Taster and He knows when the salt of righteousness is present and 
when it is lacking. 

Jesus takes it further. No analogy will perfectly describe or define the 
actual. He is giving those who are His and those of the world a warning about 
the need and uses of righteousness. He hates unrighteousness and expects the 
citizen of His kingdom to hate sin as well, while loving the truth. He expects 
those who are His to hunger and thirst after righteousness. He says those who 
are His will stand for righteousness when persecuted because of Him, the Giver 
of Righteousness. Every statement implies His work in the Believer and their 
work for Him, the evidence of ownership. What owner keeps anything which is 
useless? Even hoarders see their stuff as valuable to them. Either a person 
assigns value or they recognize the value assigned by God. Those who think 
they own themselves and act like God has no ownership, are still owned by 
Him and He will do with them as he pleases. 

Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the 
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  On that day many will say to 
me, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your 
name, and do many mighty works in your name?” And then will I declare to them, “I 
never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.” (Matt. 7:21-23) 

God will look at the evidence of His ownership recognized by those 
who are His. Do not interpret these verses as something we do under our 
own power, from our own direction, while in the world. It is too easy to 
remove God from the equation of our lives. We are constantly tugged and 
pulled by the world, our own flesh, and Satan, which assaults us every 
moment, seeking to compromise our effectiveness for God. These assaults 
are failed unless we give them permission to succeed. When we allow the 
world, our own flesh and Satan to compromise God’s work in us, 
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unrighteousness is mixed with God’s righteousness. I am not suggesting any 
who are His can at some time be not His or lose their salvation. I am 
questioning the perception of those who think they are saved, by their own 
effort, when they are not. Those who reject the absolute authority of God 
will pile up evidence of their self-righteousness just as those who humble 
themselves will show evidence of God’s grace. 

Removing the Impurities 
... how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be 

thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. (Matt. 5:13) 

For everyone will be salted with fire. (Mark 9:49) 

Here is the second of three places in the Gospels where Jesus uses the 
analogy of salt to describe the evidence of the thinking of a person’s heart. 
Those who are naturally born have the morphe of a sinner, the inner bent to 
sin, under the control of the thralldom of sin.  Those reborn by the Spirit of 
God are recreated and given the morphe of a Christian, under God’s control as 
a citizen of His kingdom. Salt illustrates the inclusion of righteousness, 
inherent to the image of God, mixed with the presence of rebellion, 
unrighteousness, found in everyone. 

As always, the context and understanding the context, is vital to 
understanding the meaning of Jesus’ words. Jesus’ teaching in Mark 9 is enhanced 
in Matthew 18. Jesus revealed His glory to three disciples on the Mount of 
Transfiguration. He healed a young boy, casting out the demon that tormented 
him and his family. Peter has confessed Him as Christ and is then rebuked for 
responding to Him like the world and not like someone who truly understood 
who stood before him.  

Then, as they walk along, the disciples argue about who among them is the 
greatest in the kingdom of God, for none other outside of their clique could 
possibly attain such an exalted position. What arrogance. Their 
misunderstanding of Him is deep and potentially deadly. 

Calling a child to Himself, He admonishes His disciples and us. To enter 
the kingdom requires being like a child. Children are sinful, born with the 
natural bent to sin. They do not have to be taught to sin. Before pronouncing 
this warning, Jesus declares His prescription for sin. His words are hyperbole, 
but the action required is even more mentally, emotionally and spiritually 
harsh. Whatever causes, inspires, is the vehicle for sin, whatever is used to 
move temptation into full-blown sin, must be excised. Children lean toward 
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sin but if you are the one who teaches a child how to sin it would be better 
for you to kill yourself.  

Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for 
him if a great millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. 
And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled 
than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you 
to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown 
into hell. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the 
kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, “where their 
worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.” (Mark 9:42-48) 

Does your hand, your foot, your eye cause or lead you into sin?  Cut it off. 
It is better to spend eternity with the Giver of Life and without a hand, foot or 
eye than to spend eternity in existing death without God. But what if it is my 
heart which draws me to sin and the various physical appendages are simply the 
tools needed to accomplish the sin desired? How do I cut out my heart? 

People make excuses to not accept responsibility. Jesus’ teaching 
demands a shared responsibility with God. While God is responsible for 
everyone all are responsible before God. Our works carry no merit. Yet, 
obedience to God’s commands is expected because He is the Creator and 
we are the creature, His creation.   

He wants us to hate sin and love truth and righteousness as a natural part 
of being a Christian. We do not belong to ourselves but to Him. Our actions, 
the thinking of our hearts, must reflect the likeness of His Son. It is better to 
cease conforming to the world by cutting off or cutting away whatever 
demands unrighteousness. What we think we lose here has no eternal value and 
is even eternally detrimental for our spirits. Our responsibility is to act like a 
citizen of the kingdom of heaven. 

What you do reflects who you are and dictates what you will become. God is 
adamant we are responsible for our actions and motivations. Yet, He has not left 
us to our own devises but given His Spirit to lead and direct and empower the 
Christian in the war against sin.  

God’s Testing 
For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, 
how can it be made salty again? (Mark 9:49-50) 

From where does our responsibility, our obligation to obedience to Him, 
come? If my argument is correct, then our obedience and responsible actions 
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are founded and directed by His eternal moral character, by His righteousness 
and by the image of God in us. Consequently, anything which tempts us to 
fall, to sin, must be excised.   

Jesus does not simply hide the symptoms of sin under His blood. His 
admonition to cut off a hand, a foot, or pluck out an eye is hyperbole. What 
He requires is even more desperate. We must change. Our “old man” or the 
“old self” (see Rom. 6:6; Eph. 4:2; Col. 3:9) with its unrighteous, worldly 
ways, must die. None of the old may be carried into the new life.  

God shows us sin, our unrighteousness, through Himself and His moral 
character. It is our responsibility to recognize our sin, admit and turn away 
from that sin and strive to emulate His moral character. He demands nothing 
less than perfection (see Matt. 5:48). 

Here is a mystery. Like the blood poured out on the covering of the alter, 
known as the mercy seat, which hides the sin of the people from God’s eyes, so 
Christ’s blood covers with righteousness those who are His. This process is 
called sanctification.  

Sanctification happens immediately for eternity, upon death for eternity, 
and throughout eternity. What God begins in those who are His at salvation is 
completed at death. God always finishes what He begins. 

So, what does it mean to be salted with fire? 
If the salt Jesus is speaking about is righteousness, God’s moral 

character, then the infusion of righteousness onto and into a person will 
have one of two outcomes. For those who are owned by God, His 
sprinkling of righteousness will produce more righteousness. For those who 
are not His, exposure to righteousness will drive them away from God. 
Those who respond with obedience to the call of God will be drawn toward 
Him in confession and repentance. Those repelled by God’s righteousness 
will produce anger toward Him and those who are His. Their anger will 
show itself in ways ranging from ambivalence to violence.  

Jesus is not speaking to those who hate Him but those who love Him. He 
has already shown the reaction of the unrighteous toward those declared 
righteous. It is the natural action of righteousness to act rightly under every 
circumstance. We are torn, driven by the Spirit to love those who persecute us 
while compelled by sin to react with unrighteousness toward them. 

We are tested and our true master will wield control. Either we are slaves to 
sin or children of God, either citizens of the kingdom of unrighteousness or of 
heaven. “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. The slave does 
not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be 
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free indeed” (John 8:34-36). God’s testing does one of two things. Either His 
testing removes the impurities, leaving pure salt, which has great value, or it 
removes the salt leaving the impurity, leaving only that which is worthless. 

I will say this over and over. Obedience carries no merit. Obedience is a 
natural action for those being trained and fit for eternity with God. We must fight 
against the philosophy and thinking which suggests God owes us anything. He 
owes us nothing and has given us everything of eternal value. Those who believe 
God owes them something for their obedience want a temporal reward, 
something they can use and spend on themselves. Love is unconditional. 
Demonstrated by God toward us, love is a giving of self for another.  

God takes the time to remove the impurities from those who are His. 
Let us think He is removing the impurities, He will remove them, He has 
removed them. God has made us righteous based upon the sacrifice of His 
Son. He is making us righteous. He will make us righteous. 

One Act 
In the garden were two trees, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 

and the tree of life. Adam was commanded to not eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. Every other tree was given to him for food. 
including the tree of life. When Adam sinned he was forbidden the fruit of 
the tree of life and dying he died. Notice what God says. 

Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing 
good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, 
and live forever —” therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden 
to work the ground from which he was taken. He drove out the man, and at the east of 
the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way 
to guard the way to the tree of life. (Gen. 3:22-24) 

For Adam, corrupted and sinful, to become like God and live forever, 
knowing only evil and never able to do good, is a perversion of God’s perfect 
creation. For him to reach out and eat of the tree of life would mean eternal 
life in an eternal state of sin. God cannot allow this because of His eternal 
being. God separated Adam and all those in him from the source of life, 
which is Himself. 

For Adam and for us in him, only one sin is enough to separate all from 
God, who is the source of life. 

In the garden the tree of life is a “type” of Christ. It is a true representation 
of the only means of attaining eternal life, which is Christ. Like Christ, the tree 
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was placed in the garden and given as food to those in residence. Finally, the 
tree of life pointed to Christ. John tells us “in Him is life” (John 1:4) and then 
Jesus declared “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father Except 
through me” (John 14:6). 

Still, Jesus declares there is an unforgivable sin, which is the rejection of the 
leading of the Holy Spirit by disobeying God’s direction given by the Spirit. 

Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven people, but the blasphemy 
against the Spirit will not be forgiven. And whoever speaks a word against the Son of 
Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, 
either in this age or in the age to come. (Matt. 12:31-32; see Mark 3:28-29; Luke 
12:10; 1 John 5:16) 

It takes only one sin to separate a person from God. 
When Jesus died it was for everyone. God now commands, He never 

requests, all to eat from the tree of life, which is Christ, and live. Many do. 
None can declare they decided to eat from the tree of life. They responded to 
God’s command in obedience.  

Those who refuse to obey the command to eat do not get life but continue 
in death. Their disobedience is a hand held up to God’s face, showing their 
hatred toward Him. Christ’s righteousness becomes a fire and they desperately 
try and finally succeed in escaping its heat. What changes some, preparing them 
for eternity with God, drives others mad with anger, hatred and bitterness. 

One act of disobedience by Adam brought death to all people. One act of 
obedience by Christ, His sacrificial death on the cross, brought righteousness to 
all people (see Rom. 5:12-21). Now, one act of defiance toward the absolute 
authority of God results in death for the individual. 

 

Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his 
blood, you have no life in you. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has 
eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. For my flesh is true food, and my 
blood is true drink. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and 
I in him. As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever 
feeds on me, he also will live because of me. This is the bread that came down from 
heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will 
live forever. (John 6:53-58) 
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Illustrations of Righteousness 
Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again? 
Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another. (Mark 9:50) 

Illustrations used by Jesus are meant to drive home the point of His 
teachings.  

Jesus has just come from being transfigured, changed back into who He 
really is, and then expels a demon from a child. He then explicitly tells His 
disciples what is going to happen. “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the 
hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” 
(Mark 9:31) 

While they are walking, seeming to forget all which had just occurred, His 
disciples argue amongst themselves about which of them is greater in the 
kingdom. Jesus tells them the greatest in the kingdom are those who serve, who 
place God before anything and anyone else. He draws a child into His arms and 
tells them “whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, 
receives not me but him who sent me” (Mark 9:37). They must be like a child, who 
naturally loves Him, to even enter the kingdom. Children are easily taught. 
People would be better dead than to teach a child to not love Him and to sin. 
He illustrates the gravity of sin by stating it would be better to physically cut off 
an appendage, which causes sin, than keep the appendage and continue to sin. 
By extension, whatever causes sin teaches sin and stymies God’s peace.   

He tells His disciples that “everyone will be salted with fire” (Mark 9:48). If I 
am correct in my assessment then “salt” is Christ’s righteousness, a fire which 
burns away sin. 

Once righteousness has rooted itself in the citizen the affect is more 
righteousness. Pursuing righteousness produces righteousness. We are called to 
hunger and thirst after righteousness and in doing so God fills us with that 
which we need. Righteousness is not a desire or a want but a need. God has 
created us and recreated us, in a manner which spiritually needs His moral 
character more than we need physical food and drink. We need His life to stay 
alive. It is the evidence of His life in us which the world sees. We are the “salt of 
the earth” (Matt. 5:13) which makes us the evidence God uses to show the 
unrighteous their sin. Because we pursue righteousness we love as only God 
will and we either draw people to God or they hate us because they hate Him. 

But what happens to those who rebel. Salted with the fire of God’s 
righteousness they are snatched away by Satan because they do not understand 
it, or are enticed or driven away by the pressures of the world, or are choked 
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and deceived by their own flesh. (See the parable of the Sower in Matt. 13:18-
23.) Mixed with the impurity of the world and sinful flesh, the salt, through trial 
and testing, is leached away, leaving worthless dirt. Those who had salt lost the 
salt through disobedience until what remains is a person condemned by God 
because of their one sin of rebellion. 

It is no coincidence the last of the seven characteristics Jesus gives is 
peacemaker. He wants us to have peace with God which results in peace with 
those with whom we live and work. This is a dilemma. God’s righteousness in 
us will either draw people to God or drive them away. How can Jesus say “have 
salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another”?  

Jesus attracted people to Himself because He was righteous and at peace 
with God. Soon, others who pursued unrighteousness and hated Him would 
kill Him. Facing this depth of anger and hatred and bitterness from those 
who rebelled against God did not break His righteousness or His peace with 
God. He was willing to give everything to do God’s will and command. 
Again, we are faced with a mystery. He cried out while on the cross “Eloi, 
Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
(Mark 15:34) and then “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” (Luke 23:46). 

He rose from the dead, conquering death. 
If our lifestyle and beliefs are not evidence of God’s righteousness as we 

go then we will either face God’s discipline or His wrath. Peace is the 
evidence of righteousness working in our life, first with God and then with 
those around us. Our peace with God, even while facing persecution for 
righteousness, is attractive. Being a peacemaker is a natural characteristic of 
the citizen of the kingdom of God. 

Separation and Reunion 
Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is of no 
use either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears to 
hear, let him hear. (Luke 14:34-35) 

Being covered by Christ’s blood does not mean all are guaranteed 
salvation just as being included in the sin of Adam does not mean all are 
finally separated from God. Adam’s sin did separate all from God but not all 
are finally separated. Christ’s blood does cover all with righteousness but not 
all are finally covered. It is the presence and indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
which guarantees eternal life. Rejecting the command of the Holy Spirit to eat 
from the tree of life, which is Christ, is the deciding point.  

Separation is always an act of violence. 
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Jesus uses the phrase “salt is good” a third time in Luke 14. Each time He 
uses this phrase, in Matthew, Mark and here in Luke, He precedes it with 
violent imagery. In Matthew He precedes the illustration of salt and light with 
suffering for righteousness’ sake. In Mark 9 he precedes the phrase with an 
exaggerated response to our own sin, the need to cut off or out anything which 
would compromise righteousness. Here, in Luke, Jesus states what is necessary 
to follow Him. He demands we detach from the emotional bonds of the world 
and cling to Him. 

Detach from the emotional bonds of personal relationships.  
Approach life like you are ready to die. 
Lose everything. 
Jesus does not make following Him easy but the most difficult thing a 

person will do.  

Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, “If anyone comes 
to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers 
and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not bear 
his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. ... So therefore, any one of you 
who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.” (Luke 14:25-26, 33) 

Turning to those following Him Jesus commanded they do the 
impossible. Surely this man who lived God’s love for the people is not really 
asking us to hate? How can someone who is right with God hate anyone? 
Does He not say we are to honor our parents, to love them? Are we not 
commanded to love our neighbors? To love ourselves? Surely, He does not 
mean to hate the way the world means to hate? 

“Hate” means to detest, or by extension to love less. He means us to hate 
in the same way we are to cut off whatever causes us to sin. Jesus is using 
violent hyperbole to describe the attitude necessary to truly follow Him. He 
wants to know if we love anyone, even ourselves, more than we love Him. 
Do we love Him more than anything else?  

While instructing His disciples just before sending them out to preach to 
the towns and villages of Galilee, Jesus gave them authority to do miracles, 
told them who they should stay with and explained how they would be 
received. They would suffer for righteousness’ sake. 

Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring 
peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter 
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a person’s 
enemies will be those of his own household. Whoever loves father or mother more than 
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me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy 
of me. And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 
Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 
Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. 
(Matt. 10:34-40) 

Jesus is exclusive. He created us for Himself first and then for others. He 
did not create us so we would be the center but He the center. There can be 
only one center. 

He gives us the love we need to love those who are unlovable. It is not 
we are to hate as the world hates, but to abandon. Making Him the center, 
which is His rightful place, does not compromise anything but instead sets it 
right. Where relationships are bent, idolatrous, spiritually unhealthy, He 
changes the person and the relationship changes. Our love is His love in us 
under His control. We cannot love Him, or anyone, in our own strength. 
When we try, and fail, we show our sin. Those around us, when they demand 
we love them exclusively, when they try to emotionally control us, become a 
cause of sin and must be excised, like the hand or foot or eye which causes 
sin. Being a citizen of the kingdom of heaven demands we see life as eternal 
and value what God values, conforming ourselves to His image and will. This 
is the work of the Holy Spirit. 

The Light of the World 
You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people 
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. (Matt. 5:14-16) 

God makes Himself known to people through people. Light is not mere 
reflection but is part of the eternal essence of the citizen. We do not reflect 
God’s light any more than we reflect His image. Since His image is essential 
to who we are so the light coming from us is essential to what we are. Our 
moon reflects the light of the sun yet it is dead, having no source of light in 
and of itself. We are eternal beings with eternal characteristics which 
transcend our temporal selves. 

Light cannot lose its characteristics. It is loosed energy and will travel 
anywhere and everywhere directed by its source. It is important we understand 
the light Jesus is speaking of is created in us by God. We would have no light if 
God had not placed His light within each who belongs to Him. Like salt, Jesus 
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is speaking of who we are at our core. Jesus is saying we are that which shows 
the sinful world the righteousness of God, an impossible purpose made easily 
possible by God. 

We are salt and we are light because that is how God made us. We 
cannot make ourselves salt and light any more than we could force ourselves 
to be poor in spirit or a comic book superhero. God does in us that which we 
cannot. When faced with the hatred of the world it is God who works 
through us, through our unique characteristics and personalities. 

Our light, His light in us, is like a “city on a hill.”  It “cannot be hidden.” God 
has not left us in the world for us to hide, as tired and disgusted with the 
world we may become. He has placed us where He wants for His purpose. 
You are not your own but have been bought with a price. “Or do you not know 
that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You 
are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body” (1 Cor. 
6:19-20). If we are His then we are His to do with and place where He wants.  

We are His servants, not free as the world defines free, thinking as beings 
who ignore God. He did not light us, for that is what He does, to hide us 
away. He lights us, like lighting a candle, and puts us on a stand so we are 
useful. “Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it 
gives light to all in the house” (Matt. 5:15). He uses us to attract those in the world 
to Himself and to reveal their need of Him. 

Finally, He shows we are not the eternal object of His light. He is the 
final object of light. Though we are His, our actions, words and attitudes are 
still our own. Though He works through us what we do is still evidence of 
who we are. Our faith is the conduit though which He delivers all we need to 
live in this world for Him. Whether we realize it or not, all we do, all we 
think, all we are, shows the sinful world God. Such an awful responsibility. 
Here is where the war is waged. “In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 
5:16). Peter echoes this statement. 

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners (aliens) and exiles (strangers) to abstain from the 
passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. Keep your conduct among the 
Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your 
good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. (1 Pet. 2:11-12) 

We do this only after being changed by God. We must continually 
recognize and act on the truth of God’s sovereignty and control of our lives. 
Though the world tugs and pulls at us, though our very flesh tempts to sin, 
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though our enemy, the defeated fallen liar, seeks to wound and kill us, we are 
His and nothing will extinguish our light. Jesus died on a cross for us. Even 
death could not extinguish His light for He is God our Redeemer. 

God Separated Light from Darkness 
When God created He made something out of nothing. Before He 

created even the inconceivably smallest particle of matter did not exist. But 
God exists outside of the physical universe. Then God spoke, acted, 
created, began creating, and there was something. God created all physical 
reality with order and precision, having no defect. Yet, within these verses 
we see the reality of darkness and light. Before God did anything else in 
creation He created light. He separated the darkness from the light. Notice 
there was darkness over the all the earth. By this I think He means the 
physical rock which He will make into our planet and upon which we live.  

Yet, He didn’t just create. God created the universe, the earth, and 
people with His image, pointing to Himself. All of the evidence of creation 
shows the Creator at work. But God has revealed more about Himself in 
Scripture which we could not understand through simple observation of the 
physical universe. A finite mind cannot comprehend an infinite being. 

Since God is omniscient His eternal foreknowledge knew intimately the 
reality of coming sin and the resulting separation of those He created for 
Himself. Perhaps sin had already been introduced into eternity through the 
rebellion of the Deceiver followed by the expulsion of those angels who 
followed him.  

In Scripture darkness is a symbol for sin. Light is a symbol of 
righteousness and perfection. Separation is a theme in Scripture. God 
cannot allow any sinful person or thing in His presence. He separates from 
Himself that which does not conform to His exact, perfect standard. 
Remember, He first separated darkness from light. 

From the beginning God has shown the reality of separation, light from 
darkness, and the truth of the righteous being set apart from the unrighteous. 
Separation is always from something to something different, from sin to 
something greater, something not sin. Separation from sin means separation to 
righteousness. But first, those who sin must be separated from Him who 
cannot sin. 

When Adam sinned he was separated from the place created by God for 
him and his enjoyment. He, and all who followed were also separated from 
God, unable to have the intimate relationship for which they were designed. 
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Cain killed Abel, separating his brother from life and himself being 
separated from his people. Others joined him, a group of separate people 
who did not follow God.  

Seth was born and through him God chose to send His Son.  
Then the “sons of God saw that the daughters of man were attractive. And they 

took as their wives any they chose” (Gen. 6:2). Do not think these were angels. 
They were not. God’s sons were the line of Seth and the daughters of men 
were of the line of Cain. Marriage of the godly with the ungodly corrupted 
and further separated all from their relationship with God.  

“The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” (Gen. 6:5) But God 
separated for Himself Noah and seven others. 

Then God separated for Himself Shem, one of Noah’s sons. 
Then God separated for Himself Abram from all of the pagans of the 

world. Then God chose for Himself Isaac, not Ishmael. Then God chose for 
Himself Jacob, who would become Israel, not Esau. Israel was separated 
from the world to serve God and to bear witness of His righteousness. Even 
Israel sinned and parts of the nation were separated from the rest and exiled.  

Sin corrupts all it touches but God’s Spirit recreates, taking away the 
sentence of separation. His light cannot be extinguished. 

God kept His promise to the sinful world. From the beginning He 
determined to send His Son to take upon Himself the sentence demanded by 
justice for sin. Israel was chosen not because they were sinless but because of 
His eternal determination of the genealogical line through which Jesus would 
descend. All of creation points to Him. 

He is the light of the world and reveals the truth of separation and the 
gift of restoration. 

The Light of Men 
Mere words cannot describe eternity or God who lives in eternity. One of 

the pitfalls of theology is the tendency to think and write in absolutes when 
such absolute statements are built upon a foundation of incomplete 
knowledge of the incomprehensible. God has revealed Himself in Scripture 
and through His work of creation in ways we can understand, but our minds 
have a limited capacity, unable to comprehend an unlimited God. Had He not 
revealed Himself we could only surmise certain of His qualities and 
characteristics. Even what we do know He had to reveal about Himself, 
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otherwise we would never know Him. He has not revealed all about Himself 
but what He has revealed is comprehendible to us, who have His image. 

One of the absolutes He has revealed is the eternal purpose of the 
incarnation, life, death and resurrection of His Son, God in the flesh. What we 
see in history about Jesus seems bizarre to the corrupted mind and heart. Only 
the evidence, once examined critically, shows truth. Only the moral-emotional 
decision to disbelieve the evidence and the willful decision to not trust God 
turns the unbeliever’s will to reject the evidence. They reject the evidence 
because the thinking of their hearts will not accept its truth.  

God did not reveal Himself in Jesus in a mysterious way, but sin, 
compromising the whole person, obscures the obvious. Sin takes the truth 
and calls it a lie, and takes a lie and calls it truth. How backward and bent, 
upside-down and inside-out are people. 

When God reveals Himself He does so obviously. Even the image of 
God contained in a corrupted vessel is enough to reveal what is needed for 
anyone to know Him. 

Jesus is the light of the world for all who live, have lived or will live. He, 
the Eternal Word, spoke words no created being could comprehend and the 
universe and a blue-brown speck of dust called Earth, came into existence. 
This is a knowable absolute. He created the smallest particle and the largest 
star and put them in their specific place. Within the vast expanse of the 
universe are areas of darkness He filled with light. He is the light which came 
and He is the One who separated light from darkness. Darkness cannot 
remain in His presence for the light of His presence swallows darkness. 
Nothing hides from Him. His person moves in every physical and eternal 
place. Even in the depths of hell God is, though He withholds His life from 
those there, who have rejected His gift of life. 

Jesus’ light encompasses and incorporates all of the qualities, 
characteristics, personality, even essence of God. He is, even while living on 
earth as a man, the morphe (that which makes something what it is) of God. 
He is also the morphe of a servant. God has revealed to us through Jesus 
enough information and evidence for us to know intimately who He is and 
what He has done.  

Once revealed, and accepted by those who are His, we can then begin to 
know Him in a deeper, more mysterious way, obvious to us, hidden to the 
world. “In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (John 1:4-5). In this verse the word 
“overcome” means to overtake, to take eagerly or seize, to apprehend, 
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comprehend, perceive. Jesus, the light of the world, demands obedience and 
submission to His superior position and authority. His whole, eternal being 
gives Him the right to expect our obedience and worship. Conversely, the 
world demands God submit to it and hates Him because He does not. 
Nothing created carries the authority to control anything eternal. Believing a 
lie will never make the lie true. 

Jesus came so we might know Him with our whole person. Part of our 
task in this world is to cut away the lies which bombard us by immersing 
ourselves in His truth. We are surrounded by darkness, the sin of the world, 
but His light, His very being, seizes us for Himself. 

Broken Made Whole 
God created the first humans, Adam and Eve, perfect, with the ability to 

grow and learn and create. They were created in His image, with the light of 
His being shining from them, not just through them. We have His light. We 
do not simply reflect His light. They, themselves, were the source of 
illumination. Yet, the light was God’s light as much as it was their own. Their 
light was more than a mirror or a fire or a lamp. Imagine a mirror which does 
more than reflect. God is a glass from which light comes as naturally as from 
the sun. If you saw them, Adam and Eve, you saw God, but you still knew 
them as individuals. 

Sin attacked and tried to extinguish the light by destroying those made in 
His image. Sin broke their mirror, the glass of which they are made, shattering 
them, splintering them and scattering them across the ground. Still, each 
shard continued to glow with the light of its essence for each shard contains 
the image of God which cannot be destroyed. But the scattered pieces were 
useless and now dangerous. Each piece, sharp and deadly, could cause injury. 
A careless footfall and there was a cut or puncture. Or they become a 
weapon, using the sharp, ragged edges of the incomplete glass to cause 
serious injury or even death.  

Children know intuitively how to sin and hurt each other. They have to 
be taught more sophisticated ways to sin. Small children also instinctively 
know God and have to be taught to believe lies about Him. God’s light 
shines brilliantly through the pieces of a child. Slowly, over time, each of the 
pieces will begin to lose their luminescence until finally they are darkened and 
even more lethal. 

Such is the state of fallen man. Created to have a relationship with God 
and others, the broken person instead tries to destroy God by injuring and 
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maiming others. There is in each enough of God’s light and image 
recognizable to be used against Him. God created the whole person, not 
pieces. It is the whole person who accurately shows God in their person. 
Pieces show broken and incomplete bits of God from the world’s perspective 
and the world, looking at God through the eyes of sin, cannot see God 
correctly, misinterpreting Him, making Him into something in their minds 
and hearts He is not. 

God does not reassemble a broken mirror or glass. He recreates it. So 
God does not take the person shattered and deadly, marching onward to 
death, and patch them, or reassemble them. He sweeps them away and 
recreates them whole so their light, His light, will begin to shine, and grow in 
strength and intensity throughout life. He adds to the image the likeness of 
His Son, whose Body was wounded and murdered by the shards of all. 

Once God recreates us He leaves us, His new lights in the world, to draw 
those in the world toward Him. But Jesus gives us a curious saying, suggesting 
light in one who says they are God’s and are not, can be darkness. It is the same 
point He made with salt losing its saltiness. God’s light is there but if there is no 
relationship then even His light in the person is slowly extinguished until there 
is only darkness. God recreates the person whole and grows the whole person, 
reigniting His light, their light, in them.  

His intent is obvious from the words of Jesus. It is their light but their 
light points to God. He does not leave those who are His in the world so they 
may attract people to themselves but to Him. “In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 
heaven” (Matt. 5:16). Where the light attracts to self it soon becomes darkness, 
a shard of dead glass capable of destroying. 

Are those around us attracted to God because of who we are?  Are we 
allowing God to form us into the image of His Son, or are we angry with 
Him because of our circumstances and refuse to submit? For those who are 
His He will not stop until He has finished His work. Perhaps we cannot see 
our own light and need to listen to those around to discover what God is 
doing in us. How tenuous and sure is our place before God in this world.  

Children of Light 
Let me be clear. When I read the word “light” used to describe God, 

Jesus and His work, I think the word “truth.” When I read “darkness” used 
to describe the world, man and the work of men, I think the words “sin” and 
“lie.” By the very natures of truth and the lie or whatever is not truth, the two 
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cannot mix. They must be separated.   
Buddhist yin and yang believe the concept of a little truth in every lie, a 

little lie in every truth, a little darkness in light and a little light in darkness. 
This teaching cannot stand up to honest, spiritual scrutiny, but easily 
withstands the most thoughtful inquiry of any sinful person. It accurately 
describes how sin has corrupted all things, even those considered most pure. 
By extension, this thinking believes God is also corrupted. Even His pure 
light has a little speck of darkness. What we see in the world, down to the 
complicated philosophies and ancient religions of man, has no solid righteous 
foundation for eternal thinking and temporary decisions. Truth and honesty 
demand we transcend the thinking of the world in which we live. We cannot 
determine our own direction in our own strength and power. 

After entering Jerusalem that last week of Jesus life, some Gentiles ask to 
see Him. We are never told He sees them, or encourages them to come to Him. 
Seeing beyond the immediate future, transcending the coming history, Jesus 
acknowledges His death, burial and resurrection as a reality. He also forcefully 
states all men, even the religiously and traditionally excluded Gentiles, would be 
irresistibly drawn to Him. His reason for coming, to proclaim the truth, cannot 
be stopped even by the darkest grave. “For this purpose I was born and for this 
purpose I have come into the world –to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth 
listens to my voice” (John 18:37). Darkness cannot hold Him. 

As He talks with the people about what is about to happen, Jesus says 
something curious, even disturbing, though all His words are disturbing to 
the world. He tells those within hearing, especially His disciples, to walk in 
the light while they can. For a time is coming when they will be surrounded 
by darkness. Jesus commands they walk in such a way darkness cannot 
overtake them. For those who walk in darkness will stumble, continue to sin. 
Those who walk in darkness, who continue to live according to a lie, want 
nothing to do with light, refusing to accept truth. Living in darkness is easy. It 
takes no thought, causes no challenge, promises ease and pleasure and 
fulfillment. Promises based upon a lie deliver false, empty hope. In the end 
the life built upon a lie is swallowed by the lie and lost in darkness. 

But what of those who pursue truth, who live in light, whose actions and 
attitudes and decisions come from truth? They gather up truth like one 
gathers wealth, or food, or anything precious in their sight and thought. They 
become children of light, with God’s light coming from them as much as it 
comes through them from the Lord.  

Children are those descendent from a father and mother, who carry the 
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DNA of the family. These children are raised and disciplined and taught to 
carry on the work of the family from generation to generation. They enjoy the 
love of their parents because they are identified with them, doing what they 
do, thinking as they think, emulating and copying them. Yet, all children rebel 
in some way against their parents just as we rebel against God. God does not 
disown those who are His when they rebel. He disciplines and teaches them, 
building into them even more light and truth. Where the temporal family fails 
the eternal God succeeds, for where there is light there can be no darkness. 

Light means truth as well as purity, and the spiritual knowledge and 
understanding of all truth. Those Jesus declares sons of light are those who 
have been taught, disciplined, raised and formed into the likeness of Jesus, who 
not only withstand darkness but overcome it instead of it overcoming them. 

After saying these things to them (read John 12:20 to end) Jesus hides 
himself.  Everything He does is meant to draw people to Himself. Why then 
would He hide? Following Jesus means seeking Him with all of your heart and 
all of your strength and energy. He is hidden only from those who do not wish 
to find Him. 

A Small Point of Light 
When Kyle West was a freshman at Patrick Henry College he was 

followed around by a camera crew capturing his first few days at college.  
Previously, when he was seven, he was interviewed by James Dobson.  Dr. 
Dobson asked him if he thought God had a purpose for his life.  

 “I know He has a purpose for my life, but I don’t think it could be 
anything too important. What would God do with a boy with cerebral palsy? 
There are billions of other kids out there, why would he want to use me?”* 

When Kyle was 13 he was interviewed by Del Tackett, with excerpts of 
his comments sprinkled throughout the video series The Truth Project. Now, as 
a young man he is preparing himself to meet the challenges of a godless 
world in a way which glorifies God and gives himself enjoyment. 

This young man, whether he realizes it or not, exemplifies the truth of 
allowing God’s light, with his own light, to shine through unhindered. One of 
the things he does, especially within The Truth Project, is honestly state God’s 
truth to the questions posed.  Others, from atheists to heretics who espouse 
deeply held sinful beliefs, state exactly what the world believes and teaches.  It 
took a 13 year old captured by God to put them in their places.  

																																																													
* http://www.phc.edu/20110210_kylewest.php 
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Peter tells us to “do good” and by so doing we will “silence the ignorant talk of 
foolish men” (1 Pet. 2:15). Light exposes the lies hidden in darkness demanding 
those lies look honestly at what they propound. Truth, even if not accepted, 
will always expose the lie for what it is. 

Foolish beliefs are deeply held, ingrained, part of the warp and woof of 
the person’s essential world-view. It is impossible for any person to think 
themselves out of what they believe. These beliefs are held in place more by 
emotion than intellect. Emotional attachments are hard to break. They 
control our actions more than our reasoning. Emotions permeated by sin 
manufactures excuses to do what is known as wrong by putting the blame on 
anything other than self. Perhaps this is why God demands people relinquish 
control of their emotional attachments to family and things. People would 
rather go to hell with their family than go to heaven with their God. 

Our light cannot work alone and was never meant to stand by itself. 
Even the weakest person, the stutterer, the shy and withdraw, the socially 
inept, the physically weak and compromised, when controlled and directed by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, is unstoppable. It is His light combined with our 
light. While this may happen through children, especially those nurtured by 
God within godly families, and while Jesus tells us we must become like 
children to see the kingdom of heaven (see Matt. 18:3; Mark 10:15), it is the 
desire and determination of each who seeks God He uses. There is nothing 
magical in a relationship with God. It is in relationship the greatest light 
shines and only in relationship with God will truth defeat the lie. We are 
citizens of a kingdom. His kingdom, not our own. 

It is the purpose of the citizen of the kingdom of heaven to bear 
witness for God in this world. While we bear witness He prepares us for 
eternity. How the world reacts to us, to the truth of our lives, should not 
have any bearing on our actions. Too often, how the world views us and 
how we want to be viewed by the world, will have great influence. Should 
we consider the attitudes of the world toward us of importance we weaken 
our light and the life of truth God is working in us. We cannot weaken God 
any more than the world can weaken God. But, we can lessen the intensity 
of our light. How sad this is. Our lives now matter for eternity. 

Solomon’s Light Going Dark 
Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of David his father, only he 
sacrificed and made offerings at the high places. (1 Kings 3:3) 
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Do you love God more than anything?  
I do not mean the emotional attraction to something we misinterpreted 

as love. I do not mean the extreme like we have for food or money or sex or 
the excitement and adrenaline rush which comes with actively doing, or 
simply watching, anything.   

I am speaking about total devotion, the type of love which is shown in the 
desire to please no matter the circumstance, whether good or harsh. This is the 
kind of love which lasts a lifetime and defines the person, their actions and 
especially their attitudes. This is the love we show God as we worship Him.  

Solomon showed affection for God. He asked for a mind which 
understood the present circumstances and could make a decision or a ruling 
which was the best for the people he lead. God gave him wisdom, greater 
wisdom than any who lived before or followed after. 

Solomon’s wisdom attracted leaders to Israel and to the man. He was a 
light in the dark world. His fame and reputation were spoken of throughout 
the world. He wrote Scripture, inspired by the Spirit of God to record the 
Words of God. God revealed to him the answer to life’s dilemmas. He, like 
his father, was a man after God’s own heart.  

Solomon’s wisdom shown through to the world in such a way it brought 
glory and honor to God.“In the same way let your light shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven” (Matt. 5:16). God 
works with each of those who belong to Him. We are not an equal partner 
with God, but His servant, a citizen of His kingdom, where all we do points 
others to Him.  This will only be accomplished if all we do, all we think, and 
all we feel is brought under His dominion, His control. Do you love God 
more than anything in this world? 

Solomon is known for two distinctly opposite characteristics. He is 
known for his great and attractive wisdom. But, he is also known for his 
attraction to the sensual and sexual temptations of the world. Read God’s 
warning to Solomon after he finished building the temple and his own house 
in 1 Kings 9:2-9.  

Notice God said He would abandon them if they left Him to worship 
other gods. Worshipping other gods shows hatred for God. How does 
anyone exchange love for God for love for anything in the world? We 
compromise by allowing the emotions, the affections which constantly tempt 
and challenge the thinking of the heart, to turn us away from God and focus 
attention upon anything of the world. 

Now King Solomon loved many foreign women, along with the daughter of Pharaoh: 
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Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, from the nations 
concerning which the LORD had said to the people of Israel, “You shall not enter into 
marriage with them, neither shall they with you, for surely they will turn away your 
heart after their gods.” Solomon clung to these in love.  He had 700 wives, princesses, 
and 300 concubines. And his wives turned away his heart. (1 Kings 11:1-3) 

Solomon compromised his discipline, his thinking, and excused his 
actions by reasoning he could establish peace with nations, the world, by 
having a relationship with the world. He sold his kingdom for sex. He hid his 
light as he grew older by giving himself permission to sin. His wives took 
God’s place and led him to worship, to love not them or God, but a lie. 
Solomon loved and worshipped lies. What happened to his wisdom? 

Our relationship with God does not end the older we grow. But, how we 
love Him when we are young will determine, to a large extent, how we love 
and worship Him as we grow old. Our light will either grow dim, as His 
righteousness is leeched from us by our own unrighteous acts, or it will grow 
as His righteousness fuels our worship of Him. 

Right now, who or what do you love more?  Do you love the world more 
or God more? 

Stories in Daniel 
Every story in Daniel is a direct and bold confrontation of sin and of 

worldviews which either marginalize God or show out-and-out hatred for Him. 
In the middle of a kingdom devoted to idolatry God placed four men loyal to 
Him. Each was fully convinced of God’s justice and righteousness, of His 
holiness and eternity. Their decisions in the face of suffering for righteousness’ 
sake was to do only God’s will, regardless of the immediate danger. 

From the beginning of their story they refused to defile themselves with 
the food of the world. For most this means nothing. But, these were young 
men from noble families, “youths without blemish, of good appearance and skillful in 
all wisdom, endowed with knowledge, understanding learning, and competent to stand in the 
king’s palace” (Dan. 1:4). All were taken captive from Judah, made eunuchs 
and then trained in the culture, the mores and folkways of Babylon, to advise 
the king. Instead of lamenting their loss, they determined to remain true to 
the calling of God. They learned and excelled and applied themselves to their 
temporary duties while remaining focused upon God. By placing God first 
they were recognized as leaders, lights of wisdom in a dark, devious culture. 

What are the stories in Daniel? Besides not eating the food, probably 
unclean food to them, they refused to worship the false idols representing 
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their king. For three, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, this refusal to worship 
the golden idol of Nebuchadnezzar incurred his violent wrath. 
Nebuchadnezzar did not know God and treated Him like all the other gods 
of his life. But God is not a figment of imagination, nor a mist or pall of 
smoke easily blown away. He lifts up those He wishes and brings low those 
He desires to bring low. He lifted up Nebuchadnezzar and startled him with 
His power and grace. No one dies until God determines their time to die, 
even when thrown into a fire hot enough to kill any who come close. Those 
guards who died obeyed their king even though it cost them their lives. They 
worshipped him, or were afraid of him, willing to give everything for him. 
Though sentenced to death, those who obeyed God, having devoted their 
lives to Him, lived. It does not matter whether the world uses fire or lions, 
those who worship God will live with Him though they die in the world. 
Their light shows Him to the world. 

Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and 
delivered his servants, who trusted in him, and set aside the king’s command, and 
yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own God. 
(Dan. 3:28) 

Daniel was given by God the ability to interpret dreams. Dreams were, 
and still are, seen as a means for the supernatural (or the buried psyche) to 
speak to the natural. Great bodies of literature and teachings of cultures focus 
upon dreams and their meanings. Nebuchadnezzar and later Darius and other 
idolatrous leaders, drew around themselves those who purported to interpret 
dreams. But Nebuchadnezzar was different, even insane. He had a dream and 
demanded his sorcerers tell him the dream and then its interpretation. He was 
a shrewd, mad man, looking for any excuse to exert his “unlimited” power 
over the lives of his subjects. He enjoyed murdering people and ordered all 
the “wise” men murdered because they could not do the impossible.  

Daniel’s God is the God of impossible solutions. He not only revealed to 
Daniel the dream He had given Nebuchadnezzar but gave Daniel its meaning. 
God’s light of truth shown through a man, totally devoted to God, in a way 
the godless idolater could not deny. Nebuchadnezzar had no excuse for 
denying God or placing himself equal to Him. But he did deny God, and he 
did make himself equal and even greater than God, and lost his mind for 
seven years. Nebuchadnezzar did not put all he learned about God together 
correctly until the end of his life. 

Speaking to Belshazzar, the son of Nebuchadnezzar, on his last night 
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alive, Daniel proclaimed God’s judgment, the light of God’s truth, against the 
man. Read Daniel 5:18-23. 

God placed these men where He wanted them, so they could focus the 
light of their lives, God’s light of truth, on the darkness of the world. This is 
undeniably true for all Christians. 

Peter and Stephen 
Those who have the pure salt of righteousness and shine God’s truth in a 

world darkened by sin will naturally face persecution. Creatures of darkness 
cannot abide the light for they fear exposure and run away from anything 
touched by light. But the light of truth cannot be hidden any more than it can 
be extinguished, especially when the source of light is God Himself, who is 
truth. Nor will the salt of righteousness lose its saltiness from those 
abandoned to God simply because of the hatred of the world. 

Stephen was a Grecian Jew probably born outside of Judea or Galilee. He 
was one of the Diaspora, in Jerusalem to celebrate Passover or Pentecost and 
staying when he heard either Jesus teach or one of the Apostles, Peter maybe, 
or John. This is all speculation. We know little about Stephen other than his 
name, that he was chosen with six others to help serve the growing Church 
and that he was a godly man filled with the Holy Spirit. We also know he had 
a good grasp of Israel’s history and was unafraid of the Jewish leadership. We 
know he was persecuted and murdered because of his stance for Jesus and 
the gospel. We know he was falsely accused and offered a defense using his 
accusers own history. His story is in Acts 7. 

Israel’s history condemns them, for it is their history which God used to 
point to His Son. Using normal, sinful thinking, these Jews plucked out the 
good things from their history, ignoring the sinful behavior of their ancestors. 
Jesus, Peter and Stephen would not allow them this luxury. They, just like 
their fathers, were prone to idolatry. 

Peter, an untrained teacher, also used Israel’s history to point to Jesus, 
His death and resurrection. None of those who confronted Peter could 
disprove his words. They could not produce Jesus’ body. Nor could they 
stand against Peter’s words before the people. Many entered God’s kingdom 
because of Peter’s words and miracles.   

Steven did the same thing. “Brothers and fathers, hear me. The God of glory 
appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, 
and said to him, ‘Go out from your land and from your kindred and go into the land that I 
will show you’” (Acts 7:2-3). 
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Peter used the words of Moses to prick the consciences of his hearers, 
words they knew well. 

Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your 
brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you.  And it shall be that every 
soul who does not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from the people.’ And all the 
prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and those who came after him, also 
proclaimed these days. You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God 
made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your offspring shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed.’ God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you 
first, to bless you by turning every one of you from your wickedness. (Acts 3:22) 

Stephen used the same illustration from Scripture. “This is the Moses who said 
to the Israelites, ‘God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers.’ This is the 
one who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the angel who spoke to him at Mount 
Sinai, and with our fathers. He received living oracles to give to us” (Acts 7:37-38). 

Peter accused the Jews of killing God’s Righteous One. Stephen did the 
same. Peter saw thousands come to God through the gospel and felt the 
lashes of the Sanhedrin, rejoicing in sharing in the suffering of Christ. Some 
came into the kingdom from Stephen’s teaching while he lived. He felt the 
stones of their hatred toward God while asking God to forgive them. How 
many has God made righteous through the light of Stephen? We do not 
know. It does not matter to us. What matters is we, too, are willing to shine 
light in a world dedicated to darkness and hatred for God. 

Those who hate God think they can extinguish a person’s light and nullify 
their righteousness through persecution and intimidation or by killing them. 
Jesus was raised from the dead. When we experience the hatred of the world 
we see the evidence of the citizen of the kingdom of heaven’s righteous 
standing before God. 

But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to 
you rather than to God, you must judge, for we cannot but speak of what we have seen 
and heard.” (Acts 4:19-20) 

Conclusion 
Jesus calls those who are His “salt” and “light.” He places those who are His 

strategically throughout the corrupted world, sprinkling them everywhere, 
placing them so they cannot be ignored. 

Jesus uses analogies because story and illustration are the most effective 
way for us to understand what He is teaching. Yet, both story and illustration 
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may be heard incorrectly and used erroneously. It is important to have an 
intimate relationship with Him to completely understand what is being 
taught. Those who are His strive for intimacy with Him. All, even though 
fallen and corrupted by sin, are shown indisputable evidence of God’s grace 
and the demands of His will. His grace is known through the righteous acts 
of Jesus and those who are His. His truth, the truth of who He is and what 
He has done, is also seen in Jesus and those who belong to Him. 

God does not redeem all who are in the world. He has separated those 
who are His from those who are not His. This does not mean the righteous 
blood of His Son does not cover all, cannot be applied to all as the redemption 
price. Those who reject Him lose His righteous covering just as salt filled with 
impurities will leech away leaving only the impurities. Those covered, who 
embrace His righteousness, making it their own, gain even more righteousness, 
if that is possible, as they abandon themselves to His purpose.   

Parables, analogies and stories are never perfect but Jesus uses them to 
teach and convict and direct. “You are the salt of the earth” is followed by the 
warning “but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good 
for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet” (Matt. 5:13). Those 
who reject Him are soon left worthless and are in turn rejected by Him. But 
those who are His, or say they are His, are still susceptible to the tugs and pulls 
of the world and in danger of becoming worthless for God’s purpose in the 
world. Our purpose is to be His righteousness in an unrighteous world, 
surrounded by people who hate God.  

None who are His will ever become not His. Many who are not His can 
become His as they see Him through the citizens of His Kingdom acting like 
citizens of His kingdom.  

God is preparing us for eternity by making us righteous and demanding 
we act righteous even when surrounded by extreme unrighteousness. This 
world is our training ground. Be trained. 

Jesus also calls those who are His the “light of the world.” There is no 
warning attached to this analogous statement. There is an explanation of His 
purpose in shining His light, which is also our light, throughout the world.  

A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a 
basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven. (Matt. 5:14-16) 

In John 1 Jesus is called the “light of the world.” 
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was 
the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 
it. (John 1:1-5) 

He has identified us, those who are His, with Himself. God’s light 
reveals truth in an indisputable way, rebuking sin. Those who hate darkness 
are drawn to light. Those who hate light are repelled by it and driven back 
into darkness. God places us throughout the world as His witnesses to the 
truth. He is training us in shining His truth.  

His Spirit, given to teach us all truth, will inspire us toward truth as we 
submit ourselves to Him and allow His truth to purge all untruth from the 
thinking of our hearts. Our purpose in being His witness is simple in word, 
impossible for us in deed without the strength of His Spirit. We are to reveal 
truth to a world which desires to control God’s truth and replace it with a lie. 
This takes disciplined thinking and a heart fully abandoned to God. Only an 
intimate relationship with Jesus, which is what He demands, will give the 
necessary fuel for our lights to shine and glorify Him. 

In all of this God places us, even sprinkles us, throughout the world and 
sets us up to be seen by people who will hate us and persecute us. Those who 
suffer for righteousness’ sake are fulfilling their purpose of being salt and light. 

You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under 
people’s feet.  

You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do 
people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all 
in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. (Matt. 5:13-16). 


