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Psalm 2 
1Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 
2The kings of the earth set themselves, 
and the rulers take counsel together,  
against the LORD and against his Anointed, saying,  
3“Let us burst their bonds apart 
and cast away their cords from us.”  
 
4He who sits in the heavens laughs; 
the Lord holds them in derision.  
5Then he will speak to them in his wrath, 
and terrify them in his fury, saying,  
6“As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 
 
7I will tell of the decree:  
The LORD said to me,  
“You are my Son; 
today I have begotten you.  
8Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,  
and the ends of the earth your possession.  
9You shall break them with a rod of iron  
and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.” 

 
10Now therefore, O kings, be wise;  
be warned, O rulers of the earth.  
11Serve the LORD with fear,  
and rejoice with trembling.  
12Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, 
and you perish in the way,  
for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
Blessed are all who take refuge in him.  



Introduction to Psalm 2 
God bluntly tells us that the entire world is fighting against 

Him, not only refusing to obey Him but actively conspiring 
against Him. Psalm 2 takes up the theme of Psalm 1, expanding 
and explaining the extent of the war raging against Him, and by 
extension, against those who are His. 

God speaks in the first person of His completed actions. 
Psalm 2 begins with God asking a rhetorical question, then He 
answers His own question with statements of eternal truth found 
in the rest of the Psalm. Though the Psalm does not speak 
directly to idolatry, those who are in authority, who teach and 
train others, instruct their students in the worship of idols 
because they refuse to worship God. Idolatry replaces God with 
anything created by God or manufactured in people’s 
imaginations. Those who insist upon setting up for themselves 
useless idols in the place of the eternal God find themselves 
destroyed at the final judgment, along with their idols. God will 
not tolerate continued rebellion, or those who teach and train 
others to rebel. 

Jesus is given all authority over the peoples, kings and rulers 
of the world. All people mutiny against His authority, refusing 
to acknowledge Him as King or Creator. All people build up 
physical idols to take His place. These idols blatantly take God’s 
place in the thinking of their own hearts, so they might imagine 
they control their own destinies. How foolish. 

“What profit is an idol when its maker has shaped it, a metal 
image, a teacher of lies? For its maker trusts in his own creation 
when he makes speechless idols! Woe to him who says to a 
wooden thing, Awake; to a silent stone, Arise! Can this teach? 
Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, and there is no 
breath at all in it. But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the 
earth keep silence before him.” (Hab. 2:18-20) 



3 

Jesus instructs His disciples to not adhere to the teaching of 
those whose sole intent is to usurp the authority and place of 
God. “Watch and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees” (Matt. 16:6; see Matt. 16:5-12). Initially, His disciples 
did not understand these words.  

They watched Jesus feed thousands, taking the food 
available and creating more food for the people. Jesus did that 
which only God can do, creating one substance out of another. 
God created Adam out of the dust of the earth (Gene. 2:7). He 
then created Eve out of the rib of the man (Gene. 2:22). By 
creating lots of food out of a little food Jesus showed He is 
God. He then told His disciples to beware of the teaching of 
those who value tradition over the words of God. Their 
teaching would lead people away from Him, not toward Him. 
Jesus thunders severe words against those who lead astray 
people created in the image of God.  

“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 
shut the kingdom of heaven in people's faces. For you neither 
enter yourselves nor allow those who would enter to go in. 
Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel 
across sea and land to make a single proselyte, and when he 
becomes a proselyte, you make him twice as much a child of 
hell as yourselves. (Matt. 23:13-14) 

Standing before Pilate, who thinks he has greater authority, 
Jesus declares those who brought Him for execution face 
greater condemnation. “You would have no authority over me 
at all unless it had been given you from above. Therefore he 
who delivered me over to you has the greater sin” (John 19:11). 

Psalm 2 addresses those with worldly authority, placing 
them directly under the eternal authority of God and warning 
them of the consequences of rebellion.  God set His Son, Jesus 
Christ, on the everlasting throne, placing Him over all in the 
heavens and in the created universe. This is not debatable. 



Why Do the Nations Rage? 
Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 

The kings of the earth set themselves,  
and the rulers take counsel together (Ps. 2:1-2) 

All peoples and nations fight against God. God asks Why? 
For what reason are the nations doing this? How did they come 
to the place where such thinking of their hearts is justified? 
What has God done to elicit a violent and consuming belief 
followed by insidious action? Why? 

Nations refers to a large group of people, ,or locusts or other 
animals, and refers to all countries. Some translations use the 
word heathen instead of nations. People refers to the individuals 
of each nation. Rage means to scheme a tumultuous mutiny and 
plot in vain means to moan or mutter, to devise and imagine idle 
and empty thoughts. Thus, large groups of people, whole 
communities and societies, individually and collectively believe 
and promote wrong thinking and violence against God. 

God penetrates to the heart of the mutiny by identifying 
those who instigated such thinking. It is the leaders and teachers 
training the people. The kings of the earth set themselves means the 
kings of the entire planet who have firmly planted their feet, 
stationing themselves to take a stand. The rulers take counsel 
together means those who carry the weight and burden of leading 
the people daily, have laid a foundation and seated themselves 
close together to consult and decide the actions of the entire 
group. Thus, the national leaders have listened to their 
counselors who have all agreed their position and place before 
God is unacceptable. 

What king would allow his subjects to rebel in such a 
fashion? What ruler would discover and allow a conspiracy to 
develop in their presence? Do they not know before whom they 
are speaking and thinking and conspiring? No king would allow 
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this to happen. Kings would squash the conspiracy and put the 
conspirators to death, or at least replace them with those who 
are loyal and support them and fear his authority. Why do any 
think God will allow rebellion against Him? 

Peter and John, after the ascension of Jesus, found 
themselves before the people of Jerusalem declaring the 
resurrection of Jesus. Peter and John were confronted by the 
same religious leaders that condemned Jesus. As they entered 
the Temple they encountered a lame man begging for money. 
Instead of giving him money they healed him in the name of 
Jesus in front of crowds of people. 

And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and 
immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. And 
leaping up, he stood and began to walk, and entered the 
temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. And 
all the people saw him walking and praising God, and 
recognized him as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of 
the temple, asking for alms. And they were filled with wonder 
and amazement at what had happened to him. (Acts 3:7-10) 

After this miracle and while Peter and John were teaching, 
the religious leaders sent guards to arrest them and bring them 
before the same High Priest who arrested and executed Jesus, 
using the Romans as executioners. Peter spoke to the assembled 
counsel of religious leaders about their complicity in arresting 
Jesus and His death, but also about His resurrection. Also, 
before them stood the man healed of his lameness. They 
threatened Peter and John, telling them to no longer teach Jesus 
and released them. 

When relating their experience to the rest of the disciples 
they prayed and quoted from Psalm 2: 

“Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and 
the sea and everything in them, who through the mouth of 



our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit,  

“‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth set themselves,  
and the rulers were gathered together,  
against the Lord and against his Anointed’— 

for truly in this city there were gathered together against your 
holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and 
Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of 
Israel, to do whatever your hand and your plan had 
predestined to take place.” (Acts 4:24-28) 

All leaders of all nations are fighting against the eternal God 
and against His Son, Jesus Christ.    

The LORD’s Anointed 
against the LORD and against his Anointed, saying, (Ps. 2:1-2) 

It is against God the people of the earth rage and rebel. 
YHWH, the proper name for God, is used. His Anointed is 
Messiah. The progression of the hatred of the people begins 
toward God, who is untouchable, moves to the person of Jesus 
Christ, who experienced the full wrath of the people, was 
murdered and was raised from the dead, and is finally directed 
against Christians, who are the representatives of God the 
world can touch. It should not surprise Christians when they 
experience suffering for righteousness’ sake. 

Jesus tells us following Him will bring suffering for 
righteousness’ sake, just because we follow Him. In the Sermon 
on the Mount, Jesus ends His description of the citizen of the 
Kingdom of Heaven with the reality of the hatred of the world. 
Those who are and carry the characteristics of the citizen of the 
Kingdom of Heaven are hated and persecuted by the world.  
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Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when 
others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you. (Matt. 5:10-12) 

After Jesus chose His twelve disciples, He prepared them, 
then sent them out to preach repentance for the kingdom of 
heaven was at hand. His instructions are detailed. They were to 
allow nothing to keep them from teaching and preaching His 
words. 

Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts and 
flog you in their synagogues, and you will be dragged before 
governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them 
and the Gentiles. When they deliver you over, do not be 
anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what 
you are to say will be given to you in that hour. For it is not 
you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking 
through you. Brother will deliver brother over to death, and 
the father his child, and children will rise against parents and 
have them put to death, and you will be hated by all for my 
name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will be 
saved. When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, 
for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all the 
towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 

A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his 
master. It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and 
the servant like his master. If they have called the master of 
the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those 
of his household. (Matt. 10:17-25) 

It is not against the Christian, who is feeling the brunt of 
the persecution, the world rages. It is against God and His 



Messiah, Jesus Christ. Christians identify with Christ and since 
the world cannot murder Christ again it does the next best thing 
by persecuting and murdering those who represent Christ. 

Why would anyone want to invite persecution? Those who 
are servants of God know God intimately. They have recognized 
their sin and rebellion against Him and have realized the 
consequences of their corrupt nature. They have relinquished 
control of their lives to Him who gives life and have begun 
pursuing Him through the direction of the Holy Spirit. They 
become wholly His, abandoning themselves and whatever they 
might have in this world for eternal life. Drawn toward God 
they cannot imagine returning to the futile and sinful thinking 
of the heart of those in the world. 

When people rebel, it is against God and His Son. When any 
come to Him, it is at the direction and command of God and of 
His Son. Our action toward those who persecute the Christian, 
ourselves included, is to love them, showing them the light of 
God through our lives lived in righteousness. We are the salt 
and light of the world (Matt. 5:14-16). Our lives are meant to 
draw people toward God, not drive them away.  

Peter, who fully experienced the persecution of the world, 
tells us “Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain 
from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your 
soul. Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that 
when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your 
good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation” (1 Pet. 
2:11-12). Our lives direct the world toward God, the object of 
the wrath of the world, so the world might “glorify God on the day 
of visitation.” 
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Rebellion 
“Let us burst their bonds apart 

and cast away their cords from us.” (Ps. 2:3) 

People do not understand freedom. This is because everyone, 
whether they realize it or not, are enslaved to sin. Freedom is not 
the ability to willfully decide to do either right or wrong but the 
natural, since we are created in the image of God, ability to always 
do what is right. God determines righteousness according to His 
divine character. Originally, He embedded this natural ability for 
righteousness in those created in His image. However, because of 
Adam’s sin all people are corrupted and now only rebel against 
God with their whole being. People want to be something other 
than as God created them. How absurd. 

In Psalm 2 God emphasizes the inflexible thinking of those 
in rebellion against Him through parallel metaphorical language. 
To burst bonds apart means to snap or violently separate, to tear 
apart. To cast away means to throw as far as possible, to hurl or 
shed, the cords, which is a rope or line like that which binds 
together, as in removing the shackles which have bound and 
throwing them away in anger. These people view God as a 
malevolent despot and tyrant, who has and will never give them 
anything good, nor allow them to pursue their own desires. 

Jesus, declares Himself the only way to God. There is no 
other way. A rebellious worldview and mindset demands Jesus 
be wrong. Yet, He, being God the Son, cannot be wrong. He 
upholds God’s justice and declares emphatically that anyone 
who naturally sins, is a slave to sin. 

Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave 
to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the 
son remains forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be 
free indeed. I know that you are offspring of Abraham; yet 
you seek to kill me because my word finds no place in you. I 



speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you do what 
you have heard from your father. (John 8:34-38) 

It is the enslaved, sinful world that views obedience to God 
as unnatural, abnormal and untenable. And it is the leaders and 
teachers of the world that train people to rebel against God in 
specific ways. The natural tendency to sin is found within 
everyone from birth. Everyone sins because everyone has the 
bent to rebel against God. But, there are those who train and 
encourage people to rebel in distinctive ways and by precise 
means, justifying their rebellion with intellectual and emotional 
arguments. 

Everyone teaches and trains others. Everyone leads and 
directs others. They may not think they do but every motivation 
and action coaches people who you are and, in some minor or 
major way, affects their inner person. 

People think freedom is defined by what they believe is true 
and their decisions to act in a individual way. Our world has 
trained its population to believe truth, and the perception of 
truth, is a personal matter that affects no one else. Yet, 
everything we see, hear, read, think and feel either directs us 
toward God or away from Him. 

The image of God in man is the natural, eternal essence to do 
that for which God designed people. He gave the image to 
people so He might have a relationship with them and so they 
might intimately know Him. He made us a particular way and for 
any to not fulfill the original purpose of God for them does not 
mean they are a free agent but are broken, bent in a way which 
precludes them every doing that for which they were designed. 

Those who are rebelling against God want to reduce Him to 
insignificance or nonexistence. They want to kill Him, if they 
could. His righteousness and justice are odious to them. There 
is no one in hell who wants to be with God just as there is no 
one in heaven who hates being in His presence. The world 
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believes that abdicating the eternal, created relationship with 
God will bring freedom, which has no evidence in reality. 

God allows sin to continue so those who are called by Him 
and drawn into His presence will know thoroughly the power of 
corruption brought by sin. They seek truth and are directed by 
the Holy Spirit to know and embrace truth with the thinking of 
their hearts. Those who embrace sin have turned truth on its 
head, demanding and teaching that which is true is a lie and the 
lie is the truth. 

Ownership 
He who sits in the heavens laughs; 

the Lord holds them in derision. (Ps. 2:4) 

Who is man that they should mock God? Who is God that 
He should allow anyone to mock Him? This verse is a parallel 
statement describing God’s reaction toward those who do not 
accept how they were created. God responds to rebellion, 
especially those who think and believe they can ever abdicate 
their place before Him, by throwing off the image of God and 
declaring themselves something other than His. 

Laughs means to mock, jest, to make sport of. Derision means 
to mock, deride, to laugh at contemptuously. People mock God 
with the thinking of their hearts, so He returns their mockery. 

God is Creator. He created man in His image out of dust. 
“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
he created him; male and female he created them” (Gen. 1:27). 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Word of God, is God. 
Through Him all things were created. “All things were made 
through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 
made” (John 1:3; see John 1:1-3). This means, as the Creator of 
all things, especially people created in His image, God owns 



everything and may do with His creation as He wishes. He 
desires relationship with all people and would not have given 
them His image otherwise. This does not mean anyone can 
separate themselves from Him at their will. That which is 
created and sustained by God is also governed and given 
purpose by Him. “But now, O LORD, you are our Father; we 
are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your 
hand” (Isa. 64:8). 

Man is created. Though given the image of God for intimate 
relationship with Him, all are corrupted by sin and hate Him who 
created them. Sin views the truth as a lie and accepts the lie as 
truth. “You turn things upside down! Shall the potter be regarded 
as the clay, that the thing made should say of its maker, ‘He did 
not make me’; or the thing formed say of him who formed it, ‘He 
has no understanding?’” (Isa. 29:16). Paul confronts the world’s 
thinking in the book of Romans, declaring God’s mockery of 
those who think He is nothing, or less than nothing. “Therefore 
God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the 
dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, because they 
exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and 
served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed 
forever! Amen” (Rom. 1:24-25). No one has the right to rebel 
against God. 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: “Arise, 
and go down to the potter's house, and there I will let you hear 
my words.” So I went down to the potter's house, and there he 
was working at his wheel. And the vessel he was making of clay 
was spoiled in the potter's hand, and he reworked it into 
another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to do. 

Then the word of the LORD came to me: “O house of 
Israel, can I not do with you as this potter has done? declares 
the LORD. Behold, like the clay in the potter's hand, so are 
you in my hand, O house of Israel. If at any time I declare 
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concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and 
break down and destroy it, and if that nation, concerning 
which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will relent of the 
disaster that I intended to do to it. And if at any time I declare 
concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, 
and if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, then I 
will relent of the good that I had intended to do to it. (Jer. 
10:1-10) 

How vain and absurd are the machinations of those who 
rebel against God. He will not be mocked. None can separate 
themselves from Him. Yet, He will separate them from Himself 
if, at physical death they have continued in their rebellion, 
refusing the prompting of the Holy Spirit to repentance and the 
offer of His grace through Jesus Christ’s sacrifice. 

His Judgment 
Then he will speak to them in his wrath, 

and terrify them in his fury, saying, (Ps. 2:5) 

God always speaks to those created in His image. This does 
not mean those to whom He is speaking hear what He is saying. 
We limit speech to that which is verbal. Yet, every action of 
God, every creative act, every act of sustaining creation, speaks 
about who God is and what He has done.  

Jesus Christ is called the Word, which means the speech of 
God. “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). Paul is even clearer in his 
declaration the heavens shout out what God has done so 
everyone can see. 

For what can be known about God is plain to them, because 
God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, 



namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been 
clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the 
things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 
(Rom. 1:19-20) 

God does not hide Himself from those He created for 
relationship. 

When God speaks, those He has created are commanded to 
listen and obey. “You shall have no other gods before me” 
(Exod. 20:3). Nothing created will usurp the place and authority 
of God. 

This is why those who insist on rebelling against God, and 
teach and train others to resist Him, find themselves under 
God’s justified wrath. He will shout at them with all of the 
power and force needed to shut down their rebellion and 
declare He is God, their Creator. God states His intent to not 
allow those who rebel to succeed in this statement. 

To speak means to declare, command, promise, warn and to 
put to flight. To terrify means to vex, dismay, disturb and be 
anxious. Wrath means nostril, as in snorting through the nose 
with disgust, while fury means heat and burning rage. The word 
is always used for God’s anger. When God speaks to these 
rebellious leaders they cannot ignore Him but will cringe in fear 
at His presence and words. 

When God gave His commandments to Moses He spoke 
with them from a mountain and the people trembled in fear at 
His words.  

The LORD spoke with you face to face at the mountain, out of 
the midst of the fire, while I stood between the LORD and you 
at that time, to declare to you the word of the LORD. For you 
were afraid because of the fire, and you did not go up into the 
mountain. He said: “‘I am the LORD your God, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You 
shall have no other gods before me.” (Deut. 5:4-7) 
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From the time man first rebelled against God until the end 
of time, God’s wrath builds against the thinking of people’s 
hearts. In the time of Noah, God decided to wipe out all 
people, except Noah and seven others, because of the 
corruption of the thinking of their hearts. He will do this again 
at the end of time. Isaiah tells us about God’s final judgment.  

For behold, the LORD will come in fire, and his chariots like 
the whirlwind, to render his anger in fury, and his rebuke with 
flames of fire. For by fire will the LORD enter into judgment, 
and by his sword, with all flesh; and those slain by the LORD 
shall be many. (Isa. 66:15-16) 

Before God’s wrath is God’s grace. Having given each the 
image of God, even housed in a corrupt vessel, everyone has 
the tools needed to intimately know God. His Spirit tugs and 
pulls people away from sin, toward Him. Sin tugs and pulls 
people away from Him, toward anything that is not God. 
Surrounding and embedded in the struggle everyone has with 
sin is the true desire and work of God to recreate and reconcile 
all to Himself. “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as 
some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing 
that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance” (2 
Pet. 3:9). Repentance is a grace of God given to those who turn 
away from sin even while living in a body that continues to sin 
and a world that demands all sin. 

Everyone will stand before God’s judgment and hear the 
thinking of their hearts, whether they rebelled against Him in 
their disobedience or obeyed His command to identify with His 
Son. “And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the 
throne, and books were opened. Then another book was 
opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by 
what was written in the books, according to what they had 
done” (Rev. 20:12).  



KING of Kings 
As for me, I have set my King on Zion,  

my holy hill. (Ps. 2:6) 

God speaks, His words thundering His proclamation 
throughout heaven and earth. How can those rebelling against 
Him hear and ignore His dire and dreadful declaration? 

Kings are kings over nations only because God said they 
would be a king. If they are rulers, God made them rulers. Both 
kings and rulers work for God’s purpose first, whether they 
realize it or not. Pharaoh was God’s appointed servant and 
performed at His discretion. “But for this purpose I have raised 
you up, to show you my power, so that my name may be 
proclaimed in all the earth” (Exod. 9:16; see Rom. 9:17). So, 
every other authority in the world serves at God’s pleasure for 
the time God has resolved and the purposes He has determined 
and will fulfill. 

God sets His King over His dominion. Zion is another name 
for Jerusalem, which is the capital of Israel. Jerusalem was also 
known as Salem, then Jebus. David conquered the city, 
removing the Jebusites, changing its name to Jerusalem. He also 
called the city Zion, the city of David. 

And the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the 
Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, who said to David, 
“You will not come in here, but the blind and the lame will 
ward you off”—thinking, “David cannot come in here.” 
Nevertheless, David took the stronghold of Zion, that is, the 
city of David. (2 Sam. 5:6-7) 

God declares Zion His holy hill, which is a sacred place to 
Him and those who are His. In Jerusalem, the temple was built 
to house the Ark of the Covenant. The people were 
commanded to come worship before God in Jerusalem at the 
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temple. Jerusalem held the government and was the religious 
center of Jewish life. Yet, God does not live in Jerusalem but in 
the heavenly places. Jerusalem is a physical representation of a 
spiritual reality. 

When God put His King in Zion, He welcomed His Son, 
who sits at God’s right hand. “But when Christ had offered for 
all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand 
of God, waiting from that time until his enemies should be 
made a footstool for his feet” (Heb. 10:12-13). 

When standing before Pilate during His trial, before His 
crucifixion and resurrection, the Roman governor, the ruler of 
the land under the authority of the Roman emperor, declares he 
had sole authority to release or to crucify Jesus. “Jesus answered 
him, ‘You would have no authority over me at all unless it had 
been given you from above. Therefore he who delivered me over 
to you has the greater sin’” (John 19:11). Jesus recognized Pilate’s 
authority but also understood his limitations. Pilate would have 
no authority had God not given it to him. This is a common 
misunderstanding in the thinking of the hearts of those in the 
world. They believe God has nothing to do with them or any of 
their circumstances, acting as if He does not care. 

Paul, instructing Timothy, succinctly states the issue, 
illustrated by this verse (Ps. 2:6) and the trial of Jesus before 
Pilate. Jesus is God. This makes Him King of kings and Lord of lords. 

I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all 
things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before 
Pontius Pilate made the good confession, to keep the 
commandment unstained and free from reproach until the 
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will display at 
the proper time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, 
the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has 
immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no 



one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal 
dominion. Amen. (1 Tim. 6:13-16) 

Christ’s resurrection from the dead shouts at the world His 
authority over the world and commands all to repent. 

God’s Decree 
I will tell of the decree (Ps. 2:7) 

Creation is bound by laws set in place by God. What is a 
decree? A decree is a legal ordinance prescribed by a ruling 
authority to resolve, to limit, or to fix and approve a specific 
required action. God is speaking in the first person about an 
action He has determined necessary, which has already been 
done and finished. History, from God’s perspective, is complete 
and finished, even though people have yet to live it out. He sees 
and knows what will happen. God is telling us about that which 
He decided in eternity to accomplish in space-time history. 

King David desired to build a temple for God in Jerusalem, 
to house the ark of the Lord. Before he died God told him, 
through the prophet Nathan, that he was not the one who would 
build a temple for God. “When your days are fulfilled and you lie 
down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, 
who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 
He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the 
throne of his kingdom forever” (2 Sam. 7:12-13). God decreed 
David not build the temple but that Solomon, David’s son, 
would build a house for God and the ark of God in Jerusalem. 
This is what happened in history. 

From the beginning, when God created Adam in His image, 
He gave Adam a boundary. There was only one constraint 
placed upon him. He was to not eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. “You may surely eat of every tree 
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of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely 
die” (Gen. 2:1 6-17). Adam was given dominion over the earth 
and everything on it. He was given the enjoyable responsibility 
of being fruitful and multiplying and subduing the earth. He was 
even given direction to care for everything, including the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil. The only restriction place on 
him was that he did not have permission to eat from this one 
tree. If he ate from the tree he would die both physically, 
though not right away, and spiritually. Surely die is actually the 
word die twice. Die die. 

When God brought His people out of Egypt, making them 
wander through the desert, He gave them laws and ordinances. 
He decreed they follow His laws. Exodus through Deuteronomy 
are a compilation of laws and the history of Israel from the time 
they entered Egypt until they entered the Promised Land. In two 
places the Ten Commandments, ten irrevocable statements of 
God about Himself and those who are His, are given, once at the 
beginning of their wanderings and then at the end. God is 
specific and pointed in His statements. They are to worship Him 
only and love each other (Exod. 20:1-17 and Deut. 5:6-21). These 
are immutable laws, absolute in the physical world and the eternal 
realm. They transcend space and time, and are upheld by God 
throughout eternity.  

God’s decrees are not simple corporate mandates for 
nations and peoples to blindly follow. They are commands for 
each individual.  

God leaves the Christian in the world as a testimony to the 
world about Him and His grace. Having the image of God gives 
the ability to naturally follow God and His will. For the 
Christian, having the indwelling Holy Spirit, because of the 
corruption of the vessel containing the image of God, gives the 



tools needed to live righteously in an unrighteous world. 
Christians do not try to be salt and light. They are salt and light. 

You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how 
shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything 
except to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet. You 
are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 
Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a 
stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let 
your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. (Matt. 
5:14-16) 

Following God’s laws and decrees are a natural ability for 
those created in the image of God. That He has to tell us His 
decree about His Son is a testament to the truth of rebellion and 
sin. God gives His written laws so there is no mistake about His 
absolute will. God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, as irrefutable 
evidence of the need of Man and the grace of God toward 
those bent by sin. Jesus’ life is God’s decree about life. 

You are My Son 
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; 

today I have begotten you.” (Ps. 2:7) 

Who is the King God sets over all, who sits on His holiest 
hill? Who is the King over those who rebel and war against 
Him? It is His Son, God the Creator. 

Begotten means to give birth, to cause or assist in giving birth, 
to declare a birth. God is eternal, with neither beginning nor 
ending. He began time and history when He created the 
heavens and the earth. He is omniscient, knowing all things 
from the beginning to the end of time because He stands 
outside of and transcends time. He chose a means of 
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embedding Himself into time by becoming a fetus and growing 
as any other person would grow, being born, with a childhood, 
maturing into adulthood. God chose to become one of those 
who rebelled against Him. 

In Genesis, when Adam and Eve sinned, the first act of 
rebellion, God promised a Son who would come from her 
womb and would crush the Deceiver after It tried to kill Him. 
“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between 
your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and 
you shall bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). God does not make 
promises He has no intention of keeping or cannot fulfill. 

700 years before the birth of Jesus Christ, Isaiah prophesied 
His coming. Nothing is too hard for God to accomplish. 
“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). Immanuel means God with us. Jesus is 
completely God and completely man the way God originally 
intended. He has no sin and will not rebel. 

Luke tells us about Gabriel, an angel of God, visiting Mary 
and telling her what would take place. She found favor with 
God and He chose her to carry the Son of God in her womb. 
At first, she questioned how this was possible, since she was a 
virgin. All things are possible with God. 

And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 
He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 
And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father 
David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 
of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a 
virgin?” 



And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son 
of God. (Luke 1:30-35) 

While Paul and Barnabas were in Antioch, preaching the 
Gospel, they told the people about God’s prophecy of the 
coming Messiah. Speaking to the Jews of the city, Paul quotes 
Psalm 2:7. “And we bring you the good news that what God 
promised to the fathers, this he has fulfilled to us their children 
by raising Jesus, as also it is written in the second Psalm, ‘You 
are my Son, today I have begotten you’” (Acts 13:32-33). 

The writer of Hebrews quotes Psalm 2:7 in describing Jesus 
Christ as God the Creator and Messiah. 

He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint 
of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his 
power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much 
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more 
excellent than theirs. For to which of the angels did God ever 
say, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”? Or again, 
“I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”? (Heb. 
1:3-5 ; see Heb. 5:5 and 2 Sam. 7:14) 

We shall see, as we continue these meditations on the 
Psalms, a theme regarding Messiah, God the Son. Here, God is 
declaring His eternal authority over creation and over those 
who think they can rebel against Him and succeed. They cannot 
succeed against God’s eternal will. 

  



23 

Heritage and Possession 
Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 
and the ends of the earth your possession. (Ps. 2:8) 

God has set His Son on the throne, decreeing He is 
sovereign over all creation. He brought His Son into His 
creation as one made in the image of God yet without the sin 
which corrupts the nature of all other people. His name is Jesus 
Christ and God promises all creation is His. Jesus, the man, 
exercises dominion over creation the way Adam and Eve were 
assigned dominion over the earth. Yet, His dominion extends 
beyond the physical control of the world to governing and 
giving purpose to those in the world. To rebel against the Son is 
to rebel against God. 

Ask means to inquire, to beg, to seek. Jesus uses a Greek 
word, which means the same as the Hebrew ask, when He tells 
His disciples to ask God to give them what they need to live in 
this world. “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will 
find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks 
receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who 
knocks it will be opened” (Matt. 7:8).  Make means bestow and is 
translated give. God will give these things to His Son, the King of 
kings, because Jesus seeks God with every ounce of His being. 

What does God give His Son? He gives the nations and the 
ends of the earth. Nations is translated heathen and includes all 
people, not just the chosen of God. Everyone belongs to Him. 
Ends of the earth is everything on the earth. Jesus is given dominion 
over the earth and government over the people of the earth. 

John, in the opening statements of his gospel, describes 
who Jesus is and that He came for a specific reason. 

He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet 
the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own 
people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, 



who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children 
of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the 
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. (John 1:10-13) 

All people include the Gentiles, disdained by the Jews at 
that time as unworthy of receiving the salvation of God. Simply 
being a descendant of Abraham does not guarantee a place in 
eternity with God, the Giver of Life.  

But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all 
who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, and not all 
are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but 
“Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” This means 
that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of 
God, but the children of the promise are counted as 
offspring. (Rom. 9:6-8) 

All people have the image of God and are worth His Son’s 
sacrifice. During His ministry, Jesus did not specifically try to 
draw attention to Himself but to God the Father, whom He 
served. He actively tried to discourage people from holding Him 
up as the answer to all their worldly problems. Instead, He 
focused His attention on their relationship with God, that the 
relationship could be reestablished and wholesome. He is 
confrontational but also compassionate. He is the benevolent 
King whose purpose is to bring those who are His into a 
righteous relationship with God. 

This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah: 
“Behold, my servant whom I have chosen, my beloved with 
whom my soul is well pleased. I will put my Spirit upon him, 
and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles. He will not quarrel 
or cry aloud, nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets; a 
bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will 
not quench, until he brings justice to victory; and in his name 
the Gentiles will hope.” (Matt. 12:17-21; see Isa. 42:1-4) 
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Jesus created all things for Himself. By His word, all things 
are sustained. God established His authority over all things. 
This is not some future event but that which is done and 
completed in eternity, though we still await its completion in 
space-time history. To rebel against Jesus ultimately brings 
failure to those who rebel, for He cannot fail and will not 
abdicate His authority to another. 

Punishment 
You shall break them with a rod of iron 

and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.” (Ps. 2:9) 

Those who rebel against God will face His judgment. Those 
who teach others to rebel and lead them in their rebellion, face 
total annihilation. There is no wiggle-room in God’s courtroom. 

Both to break and to dash them in pieces means to shatter to a 
point of destruction. That which is broken cannot be fixed and 
becomes useless. This statement is a direct answer to Psalm 2:3. 
“Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from 
us.” There is no hand strong enough to burst the bond, nor arm 
great enough to cast away God’s cords. God created people a 
particular way, giving them a nature and placing them within a 
universe of laws and boundaries they cannot breach. Breaking 
the laws of nature has deadly consequences. So to, breaking the 
moral laws of God implanted within human nature as the image 
of God, has eternal, damning consequences. 

Jesus is adamant about the effect of sin on people. 
Knowing temptation to sin comes naturally, because of the 
rebellion of the Deceiver, and the corrupted nature of people, 
He still singles out special condemnation for those through 
whom the temptation is delivered.  

Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 



but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in 
me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great 
millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the 
depth of the sea. 

Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary 
that temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the 
temptation comes! And if your hand or your foot causes you to 
sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life 
crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown 
into the eternal fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear with 
two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire. (Matt. 18:5-9) 

At one point during Jesus’ ministry, preceding this 
declaration, His disciples discussed among themselves who the 
greatest was in the kingdom. Such a question is arrogant and 
ignorant. They were speaking to Jesus, the Son of God. They 
had seen His works and heard His words. He is the King and 
the greatest in the kingdom. What earthly king would allow one 
of his counselors to ask such a question without quick and sure 
discipline and then retribution? But Jesus did not come to hold 
Himself up. He came as a Servant, because that is His nature. 
Instead of pointing to Himself, He placed a small child in front 
of His disciples and told them “Truly, I say to you, unless you 
turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom 
of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 18:3-4). 

Jesus uses a parallel illustration to thrust home His point. 
Sin is judged harshly. God rains down His wrath upon those 
who cause sin and teach others, especially children, to sin. It 
would be better for the person who taught and led a child into 
sin to commit suicide than to finish instructing their student to 
the place the student becomes a teacher. It would be better to 
perform radical, maiming surgery than allow oneself to become 
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enslaved by sin. Cut off your hand or pluck out your eye if 
either leads you to sin.  

The implication of His teaching about sin is startling. Jesus is 
saying nothing in the world, nothing we do or want or desire is 
more important than God. To allow something which has no 
eternal value to control our lives and dictate our relationship with 
God is to rebel against Him. It is better to live a short life in 
extreme poverty with no hope of worldly success or continued 
physical survival, and know God, than to live in abundance and 
not know God intimately. 

Either the person who follows God and His Son discipline 
themselves or God will discipline them. Either we give up the 
world and gain eternity or we give up eternity with God and 
watch as the world fades away to non-existence when we face 
God at judgment. 

This statement is a warning for those who teach and lead 
people to sin. You face total annihilation, your life and works 
become worthless, and your existence is consigned to a place 
away from the absolute source of life, which is God. Beware. 

Repentance  
Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 

be warned, O rulers of the earth. (Ps. 2:10) 

God calls those who rebel against Him to repentance. All 
who mutiny against God and incite mutinous behavior in others 
face His unavoidable wrath and ultimately, annihilation. God 
commands them to turn away from their sin and rebellion 
because only the foolish continue to fight against the God who 
created them. Wisdom is a godly characteristic. 

God uses two words to encourage these disobedient and 
obstinate leaders back to a relationship with Him. He tells the 



kings to be wise and the rulers to be warned. Wise means to be 
prudent, circumspect, have insight, wisely understand the signs 
of the times and the thinking of the heart of self and others. 
Kings are to consider carefully their words, actions and 
judgments, looking for the perfect combination of prudence 
and application to bring the greatest honor to both themselves 
and their kingdom. Warned means to be chastened, admonished 
and instructed, corrected and disciplined. Rulers are to apply the 
rulings of the king to the people in a way that fulfills the intent 
of their sovereign. 

Since both kings and rulers are under the authority of the 
King of kings and Lord of lords, the thinking of their hearts 
should reflect the intent of God, not themselves. This statement 
is an admonishment to return to serving God. God tells them 
to stop sinning.  

On a Sabbath, early in His ministry, while in Jerusalem during 
a feast, Jesus spoke to an invalid at a pool called Bethsaida. Many 
invalids congregated there because of a superstitious belief an 
angel of God would come down occasionally, stir the waters of 
the pool, and the first person into the pool would be healed of 
their infirmity. Jesus approached only one of the invalids and 
healed him. He did not heal any of the others.  

The man’s focus, his eyes, the thinking of his heart, was 
solely on the pool and its magical properties given occasionally by 
a supernatural being. Jesus asked the man, only this one man, “Do 
you want to be healed?” (John 5:6). Jesus asked the man if he wanted 
to be made whole and complete. The man’s response shows his 
complete defeat and hopelessness in ever becoming healthy. “Sir, 
I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred 
up, and while I am going another steps down before me” (John 
5:7). He had been taught about the wrath of God against those 
who sinned. In the thinking of his heart, God made him this way 
because of some sin and under no circumstance would God 
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undo what He had done. Nor did the invalid know who Jesus 
was. He clung to his superstitious, idolatrous belief and whined 
that no one cared to help him. Jesus healed the man instantly, 
telling him to “get up, take up your bed, and walk” (John 5:8). 

When confronted by the religious leaders, the man who was 
healed still did not know Jesus by name. He had been healed on 
the Sabbath. He did not follow Jesus or cling to Him or devote 
himself to his benefactor. When Jesus withdrew Himself, the 
healed man did nothing to show his gratitude nor desperately 
search for Him. Instead, he went his way and was confronted 
by the Jews, probably the Jewish religious leaders, about 
carrying his bed, which was working and something verboten 
for any to do on the Sabbath. He admitted ignorance, pointing 
away from himself to the One who performed the miracle. His 
thinking in his heart was “don’t blame me. I’m only doing what 
I was told” not “he healed me, an invalid for 38 years.” 

Jesus found the man again and spoke startling words to 
him. “See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse may 
happen to you” (John 5:14). The implication of Jesus’ words is 
“look at what happened to you. You are healed by My authority. 
Stop sinning or you will find yourself exiled from the presence 
of God.” We know the man immediately went to those who 
accused him of working on the Sabbath and told them it was 
Jesus who healed him. From this testimony, the Jews decided to 
persecute Jesus for breaking their rules. 

Here is the crux of the rebuke of Psalm 2:10. Use the 
thinking of your heart to come to a reasonable conclusion about 
your rebellion against God and stop sinning. Jesus began His 
ministry preaching repentance. However, God has been 
commanding people repent since the fall of Man.  



Serve the Lord 
Serve the LORD with fear, 

and rejoice with trembling. (Ps. 2:11) 

Man, the human race, all people were originally created to 
serve God. They, Adam and Eve, were servants given 
dominion over a world God created for them. They were give 
the image of God, which also guaranteed they would have an 
intimate relationship with Him. As physical beings, their 
purpose was to have dominion over the Earth to achieve His 
purposes and decrees. 

Serve means to work or labor for another. Within the essence 
of each person is the natural compulsion to serve God. This does 
not mean they were slaves. God gave Adam a single prohibition–
do not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Gen. 
2:16-17). Otherwise, the Earth was theirs to do with, to go, to 
dream and create, to fill and subdue as they could. 

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and 
over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on 
the earth.” So God created man in him; male and female he 
created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, 
“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the 
earth.” (Gen. 1:26-28) 

Fear means terror or a warning, while rejoice means to exult 
or be glad. When referring to a person’s relationship with 
God, fear means reverence, piety and respect. He is God and 
His eternal being deserves the devotion of those He created. 
We are to rejoice with trembling, which is to take great pleasure in 
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our relationship with Him with the greatest, conscious 
awareness of His holiness and our service of devotion. 

Such is the level of repentance God demands from those 
who have mutinied. He demands they turn away from their sin 
and turn toward Him with the respect and wisdom which 
comes from intimately knowing Him, acknowledging His 
authority, and serving Him with all their strength and 
understanding.  “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is 
the great and first commandment” (Matt. 22:37-38; Deut. 6:5, 
10:12, 30:6; also Mark 12:33, Luke 10:27). God, speaking 
through Jesus who gave the words to Moses, tells people their 
nature is to love God and each other. Sin has taken this truth 
and bent truth out of shape, making it something other than 
what God has clearly stated. 

Jesus was a servant, who demonstrated His essential 
character by washing the disciple’s feet before His passion. 

Do you understand what I have done to you? You call me 
Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I then, 
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 
ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an 
example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. 
Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his 
master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 
If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 
(John 13:12-17) 

Though Jesus’ purpose for coming was to die for our sins, 
He also left us an example. He did not come to just to be an 
example of how to live and love God.  Jesus states that He has 
given us His example to follow. Peter echoes Jesus words in 
his first epistle. “For to this you have been called, because 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that 
you might follow in his steps” (1 Pet. 2:21). 



Those who are kings and rulers in the world are God’s 
representatives, given authority by God. They carry a greater 
responsibility before God and much is required from them. For 
them to teach and train the people for whom they are 
responsible to rebel against God is to invite God’s judgment 
and wrath. God compassionately commands they turn from 
their wickedness toward His righteousness and beginning in the 
thinking of their hearts, to respect and revere Him. They are 
designed to serve God and fulfill His purpose, not to rebel 
against God and find destruction. 

Kiss the Son 
Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, 

and you perish in the way, 
for his wrath is quickly kindled. (Ps. 2:12) 

Who is the Son? He is the blessed, righteous man from 
Psalm 1. “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of 
the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the 
seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and 
on his law he meditates day and night” (Ps. 1:1-2). He is the 
Anointed (Ps. 2:2). He is the King of Zion God set on His holy 
hill (Ps. 2:3). He is the One begotten by God (Ps. 2:7) who is 
given the earth and the nations of the earth (Ps. 2:8). He is the 
One who will crush the rebellion of those who have mutinied 
against God (Ps. 2:9). He is the One they are to serve with fear 
and trembling (Ps. 2:10). He is the King of kings, Emmanuel, 
Jesus Christ, the Son of Man, the Son of God, Messiah. 

Kiss means to touch gently or to put together. One would 
kiss those of greater rank to show respect and allegiance to the 
person and to that which they represented. Thus, these kings 
and rulers, and the people they represent, are to abandon 
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themselves to Him by giving Him their complete loyalty in all 
the thinking of their hearts. 

There are only two possible outcomes to God’s command 
to embrace His Son. This is a command, not a request. 
Nowhere in Scripture does God request anyone do anything for 
Him voluntarily. His commands are given with the expectation 
of obedience. Yet, bent by sin, no one can obey God without 
His direct intervention, which He gives freely. Still, people 
disobey Him, refusing to identify themselves with His Son, the 
King. Either God’s commands are obeyed, which is the natural 
action of those created in His image, or they are disobeyed, 
which brings His wrath. 

Notice the warning given after the admonishment to kiss 
the Son. He will be angry and you perish in the way. Perish means to 
go astray and be destroyed. Annihilation awaits those who 
continue in their rebellion against Him. Their words and works 
are destroyed and they are consigned to eternity outside the 
presence of the life giving and sustaining God. Though God is 
patient in His dealings with people His patience does come to 
an end, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Wrath is the same word 
used in 2:5 for snorting through the nostrils. He will heatedly 
and justly condemn those who refuse to obey.  

Do not test the patience of God with your sin. 
Jesus speaks the parable of the wheat and tares as an 

illustration of the kingdom of heaven and His authority and 
rule.  

The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who 
sowed good seed in his field, but while his men were sleeping, 
his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went 
away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the 
weeds appeared also. 



And the servants of the master of the house came and 
said to him, “Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? 
How then does it have weeds?” 

He said to them, “An enemy has done this.” 
So the servants said to him, “Then do you want us to go 

and gather them?” 
But he said, “No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up 

the wheat along with them. Let both grow together until the 
harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, ‘Gather 
the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.’” (Matt. 13:24-30) 

God created that which is good, people with the image of 
God. An enemy, the Deceiver came and led His people into 
rebellion. Yet, God has provided a way for those who are 
rebelling to return to Him. Some will, others will not. Those 
that will not are separated from those who will. Those who are 
His are gathered to Him and have His pleasure, while those 
who refuse to obey and give their loyalty to Him are removed 
from His presence and face His eternal wrath. 

Refuge 
Blessed are all who take refuge in him. (Ps. 2:12) 

God begins the Psalms by singling out One Man who is 
blessed, happy in His relationship with God because He is just 
and righteous and does not rebel against Him in any way. This 
last verse echoes the beginning declaration of blessedness. But 
instead of speaking about One Man, God is speaking about all 
people who identify with that One Man. 

Refuge means to trust, to confide in or hope for, to flee to for 
protection. Trust is an emotional response to the promises of the 
object of faith. God is the object of true faith. Only He is 
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completely and justly capable of fulfilling the promises made. 
What are God’s promises? His promises are both comforting and 
terrifying. 

God promises to give His Son the earth and all it contains. 
God promises to bring to an end all who rebel against Him. God 
promises to bless those who He brings into eternity with Him. 

Jesus Christ is God the Son, born a man the way Man was 
originally intended. He is a Servant of God who came to serve 
those who rebel against God. He is God in the flesh who came 
to die for the sins of the world. He is the King of kings and His 
kingdom is eternal. His subjects are those who, created in the 
image of God yet rebelled against Him, repent of their mutiny 
and identify with Him, rejecting the wickedness of the world. 

He is a refuge, a sanctuary for those who are His, who are 
persecuted by the world. He is a refuge for those who trust Him, 
relinquishing control of their lives to Him, becoming His 
servants, the citizens of His kingdom. It is not that He removes 
any from the world once they are aligned with Him but that He 
leaves them in the world to witness to the world about Him, but 
also to prepare them for eternity with Him. Those who are His 
are identified with Him. 

Jesus, in His prayer just before His passion, tells us His intent 
for all who are His.  

“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will 
believe in me through their word, that they may all be one, 
just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may 
be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 
The glory that you have given me I have given to them, 
that they may be one even as we are one, I in them and you in 
me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world 
may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved 
me. Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, 
may be with me where I am, to my glory that you have given 



me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 
O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, 
I know you, and these know that you have sent me. I made 
known to them your name, and I will continue to make it 
known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in 
them, and I in them.” (John 16:20-26) 

He wants us with Him in eternity. He wants us to know Him 
intimately. He wants us to know we are known by God. He 
wants the world to know we belong to God, that God has 
chosen us, and He will bring us into eternity with Him. Eternity 
is ours in Christ. 

Nothing can separate us from God. Instead, we are separated 
from the world for God. We believe, with Paul, “that neither 
death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things 
to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:38-39). Being in Christ, hidden in 
Him, protected by Him, enjoying His presence, growing in our 
knowledge of Him, means we receive all that is His purposed for 
us. All who are hidden in Christ receive the blessings of Christ. 

 


