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Psalm 5 
To the choirmaster: for the flutes. A Psalm of David.  
 
1Give ear to my words, O LORD;  
consider my groaning.  
2Give attention to the sound of my cry,  
my King and my God,  
for to you do I pray.  
3O LORD, in the morning you hear my voice;  
in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for you and watch.  
 
4For you are not a God who delights in wickedness;  
evil may not dwell with you.  
5The boastful shall not stand before your eyes;  
you hate all evildoers.  
6You destroy those who speak lies;  
the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.  
 
7But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love,  

will enter your house.  
I will bow down toward your holy Temple in the fear of you.  
8Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness because of my 

enemies;  
make your way straight before me.  
 
9For there is no truth in their mouth;  
their inmost self is destruction;  
their throat is an open grave;  
they flatter with their tongue.  
 

 



10Make them bear their guilt, O God;  
let them fall by their own counsels;  
because of the abundance of their transgressions cast them out,  
for they have rebelled against you.  
 
11But let all who take refuge in you rejoice;  
let them ever sing for joy,  
and spread your protection over them,  
that those who love your name may exult in you.  
 
12For you bless the righteous, O LORD;  
you cover him with favor as with a shield.  
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A Psalm of David 
To the choirmaster: for the flutes.  

A Psalm of David.  (Ps. 5:1) 

David prays a morning prayer before going to the House of 
God. There is no indication of the time or circumstances for the 
writing of this Psalm. At the time of David, the Temple was still a 
tent pitched within the walls of Jerusalem.  Many suggest David 
wrote this Psalm within the time of Absalom’s rebellion against 
him. In any case, David wrote during a time when he was 
surrounded by his enemies and sought God for protection and 
direction. Though David was a sinner, committing grave sin 
against God and against his own people, each time he repented 
quickly and was known for seeking God. 

This Psalm was written for the choirmaster to teach the 
people to seek God and is accompanied by a musical instrument. 
The type of musical instrument is unknown. The word for the 
musical instrument is used only here in Scripture. It may have 
been a flute.  

There are five parts to the Psalm. Three parts seek God while 
two parts are inserted between describing those who rebel against 
Him. Those who seek God do so in the morning though 
meditation. God judges those who rebel against Him, especially 
those who are liars. But the Psalmist loves God and request He 
lead him in righteousness. Those who rebel against God are 
rightly judged and sentenced by Him, being expelled from His 
presence. Those who seek God are protected and brought into 
His presence. 

David’s voice is a prophecy of Jesus Christ and the 
indignation He faced during His earthly ministry. There are many 
times when Jesus, while in Jerusalem, entered the Temple and 
taught. Whenever Jesus was in the Temple, Jesus was frequently 
accosted by the religious leaders who relentlessly questioned 



Him, seeking to find any excuse to arrest and punish Him. There 
are two times when Jesus entered the Temple that are apparent 
and may help understand this Psalm and what He was thinking 
and feeling. They are at the beginning and ending of His earthly 
ministry when he violently drove out those who were selling 
merchandise in the Temple, extorting those who came to 
worship God for their personal gain. 

God’s Temple was a place of worship, a house of prayer, a 
place where the people would come and receive atonement for 
their sins through sacrifice. His Temple was the center of 
religious and political life in Israel. Everyone was required to 
come to the Temple at some time during their lives. God placed 
Himself in the midst of the people of God as a means of teaching 
them that He was always there and aware. 

Jesus Prays 
Give ear to my words, O LORD; consider my groaning. 

Give attention to the sound of my cry, 
my King and my God, for to you do I pray. (Ps. 5:1-2) 

Where and when did Jesus pray? He taught His disciples to 
pray (Matt. 6:5-15 and Luke 11:2-4). He prayed in their presence 
(John 17). He prayed short prayers before crowds of people 
(John 11:41-42, 12:28-30; Matt. 11:25). He blessed food before 
eating (Matt. 14:19, 15:36; 26:26-27). Jesus prayed all of the time, 
keeping up a constant communication with God. He also prayed 
while He was alone, often going to a remote place, where there 
were no people, or after sending people away. “And after he had 
dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to 
pray” (Matt. 14:23). Just before His arrest and crucifixion, He and 
His disciples went to a garden to pray.  

And he came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of 
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Olives, and the disciples followed him. And when he came to 
the place, he said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into 
temptation.” And he withdrew from them about a stone's 
throw, and knelt down and prayed, saying, “Father, if you are 
willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, 
but yours, be done.” (Luke 22:39-42) 

There is one place Jesus went on a consistent basis to pray 
and worship God, and to teach the people. He went to the 
Temple in Jerusalem. He called the Temple His Father’s House 
and it was a house of prayer. Isaiah declares the Temple of God 
in Jerusalem, a place where all people can come and worship God 
in obedience, a house of prayer. 

And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to 
minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, and to be 
his servants, everyone who keePs. the Sabbath and does not 
profane it, and holds fast my covenant—these I will bring to 
my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of 
prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be 
accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of 
prayer for all peoples. (Isa. 56:6-7) 

When Jesus was a boy of twelve, He stayed behind in 
Jerusalem after the Passover celebration, spending His time in 
the Temple talking with those who knew Scripture the best. 
His parents went looking for Him when they discovered He 
was not in their group travelling home. “Why were you 
looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 
Father's house?” (Luke 2:49).  

His zeal for God’s house is evident when He cleanses the 
Temple courts. 

And Jesus entered the Temple and drove out all who sold 
and bought in the Temple, and he overturned the tables of 
the money changers and the seats of those who sold 



pigeons. He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be 
called a house of prayer,’ but you make it a den of robbers.” 
(Matt. 21:12-13; see Mark 11:15-17, Luke 19:45-46, John 
2:14-17) 

We are told to pray always, just as Jesus constantly spoke 
with God. “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in 
all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you” (1 Thes. 5:16-18). Jesus told His disciples that, though 
persecution and trials come, they were to pray though their 
discouragement. “And he told them a parable to the effect that 
they ought always to pray and not lose heart” (Luke 18:1). Jesus 
tells us to “stay awake at all times, praying that you may have 
strength to escape all these things that are going to take place, 
and to stand before the Son of Man” (Luke 21:36). He is coming 
back and we are commanded to stand in readiness. Constant 
prayer builds and strengthens our intimate relationship with God. 

Praying is speaking the thinking of the heart to the only 
One who has promised deliverance and is capable of fulfilling 
His promises. Praying is hungering and thirsting after 
righteousness, seeking direction from the Holy Spirit, who is 
both our Guarantor of eternity with God and Counselor on life 
while remaining in the world. 

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 
them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you 
into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, 
but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you 
the things that are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take 
what is mine and declare it to you” (John 16:12-14). 

Praying is building a relationship with the One who created 
us for relationship.  
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Prayer 
Give ear to my words, O LORD; consider my groaning. 

Give attention to the sound of my cry, 
my King and my God, for to you do I pray. (Ps. 5:1-2) 

Everyone asks God for something, at some time during their 
life. Most of these requests are for comfort, to make life easier, to 
fulfill some want, to remove some obstacle. How many people 
want God to peer into their deepest thoughts and emotions, to 
uncover and lay bare and expose the wounds caused by sin? No 
one wants such exposure. 

Asking for God to hear the thinking of the heart in prayer is 
a major theme in the Psalms. Many Psalms are prayers, seeking 
God’s direction or forgiveness, the writers pouring out their 
hearts before the LORD. This Psalm, like Psalm 4, seeks God’s 
attention at the beginning. “Answer me when I call, O God of 
my righteousness!” (Ps. 4:1). Or Psalm 3, where he knows his 
enemies surround him. “O LORD, how many are my foes” (Ps. 
3:1). While many of King David’s circumstances fit these 
descriptions, he prophesied the feeling and thinking of Messiah, 
coming in flesh. 

Spoken to God in the first person, Jesus laments the sin of 
His adversaries compared to His devotion to God. Groaning 
means to murmur or whisper. The Authorized Version translates 
the word groaning as “meditation.” Cry means to shout. The 
Psalmist is requesting God listen to His supplications when He 
whispers them or when He shouts. Jesus, even knowing God 
always hears, asks God to pay special attention to His whispered 
prayer thoughts and shouted frustrations.  

Did Jesus ever shout? He was angry on a number of 
occasions. But, the Gospels give no indication, other than the 
anger of His actions and words that He ever shouted. We view 
Jesus as cool and collected, never losing control, even in His 



anger. There are two instances in Scripture where Jesus 
confronted sin with violence. Jesus violently drove people away 
from the Temple courts, once at the beginning and once at the 
end of His ministry, before His crucifixion.  

The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. In the Temple he found those who were selling oxen 
and sheep and pigeons, and moneychangers. Making a whip of 
cords, he drove them all out of the Temple, with the sheep and 
oxen. Jesus poured out the coins of the moneychangers and 
overturned their tables. He told those who sold pigeons, “take 
these things away; do not make my Father's house a house of 
trade.” (Jiohn 2:13-16) 

Jesus viewed the Temple as the house of God, His Father’s 
house, and a place of prayer. When He travelled to Jerusalem He 
always taught and prayed in the Temple, a sacred place, the 
designated place where God dwells and where His people come 
to worship Him.  

Before he was given the plans for the tabernacle Moses 
would pitch the tent of meeting outside of the camp. People 
would come to this place to seek the LORD. Moses would enter 
the tent and God would descend in a cloud and the LORD 
would speak to him. They worshipped as God spoke to Moses. 
“Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man 
speaks to his friend. When Moses turned again into the camp, his 
assistant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, would not depart 
from the tent” (Exod. 33:11; see Exod. 33:7-11). 

God wanted His people to build Him a sanctuary so He 
might live among His people. “And let them make me a 
sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst” (Exod. 25:8). 
Instead of being outside of the camp God’s tent was built and 
stayed in the middle of the camp, surrounded by the twelve 
tribes of His people.  

David wanted to build a permanent Temple in the middle of 
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Jerusalem but was restrained by God. David had killed too many 
people, so God declared his son Solomon, a man of peace, would 
build the house of worship. 

“You shall not build a house to my name, because you have 
shed so much blood before me on the earth. Behold, a son 
shall be born to you who shall be a man of rest. I will give him 
rest from all his surrounding enemies. For his name shall be 
Solomon, and I will give peace and quiet to Israel in his days. 
He shall build a house for my name. He shall be my son, and I 
will be his father, and I will establish his royal throne in Israel 
forever” (1 Chron. 22:8-10). 

Though Solomon was the son of David who built the house 
of the Lord, it is Jesus, the Son of David, who builds the eternal 
House of the Lord. Solomon used physical stones. Jesus uses 
living stones to build His house. “As you come to him, a living 
stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and 
precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 2:4-5). 
Neither Jesus nor God tolerates sin in their eternal presence. 

The Temple Jesus cleansed was not just God’s house, the 
house of His Father. It was His house, a physical representation 
of a spiritual reality. God listens to His Son because He is sinless, 
the blessed righteous Man in whom are all who are His declared 
righteous. His Body and His Church is pure and is becoming 
pure and will for eternity, be pure. 

  



Morning Prayer 
O LORD, in the morning you hear my voice; 

in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for you and watch. (Ps. 5:3) 

God wants us to listen to Him and talk to Him. Praying to 
God upon first awakening from sleep is evidence of a person’s 
devotion to Him and desire to intimately know Him. 

Morning is not the only time to pray. Morning is a good time 
to pray. We should pray always, at all times of the day. “Rejoice 
always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (1 Thes. 6:16-18). 
There is something about morning and prayer that has captured 
the discipline of many of the greatest spiritual leaders, beginning 
with Jesus. “And rising very early in the morning, while it was still 
dark, he departed and went out to a desolate place, and there he 
prayed” (Mark 1:35; see also Luke 4:42). Throughout His 
ministry Jesus prayed often at all times of the day. 

Sleeping in the Psalms may mean resting with eyes closed and 
moving into the physiological state where one dreams. But it may 
also mean death. Jesus raised people from the dead and was, 
Himself, resurrected from death. Sleep is not death but the word 
is often used for someone who has died. Death is an enemy for 
the living in this world because it symbolizes God’s judgment. 
But sleep is a time of peace and rest that shows God’s pleasure 
and protection. “In peace I will both lie down and sleep; for you 
alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety” (Ps. 4:8). Jesus was 
not afraid of His enemies during His ministry, nor of death and 
dying, for He controls death, it does not control Him. 

Morning is used twice in this verse. Morning is the time to 
direct special attention to God. The worshipper adds the word 
sacrifice to this verse, and sacrifice may be implied. Prepare means 
to direct, to arrange, order, furnish, as in to prepare a sacrifice or 
a meal or some other special experience. Watch means to keep 
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close look out, to spy, observe or watch closely. The Psalmist 
suggests he has an anticipation of something important 
happening during his morning prayer. Praying in the morning 
prepares him for meeting with God, insuring all is in order and 
ready for him to receive what God is giving. Our morning 
sacrifice is ourselves to His purpose and will. 

Dreams and visions are times when God speaks to people 
about themselves and their relationship with Him. God spoke to 
Joseph about Mary, his future wife, in a dream (Matt. 1:18-25) 
telling him to marry her even though she was pregnant with 
Jesus. After Jesus’ birth, God spoke to Joseph again in a dream, 
telling him to take his family to Egypt to escape the murderous 
wrath of Herod the Great (Matt. 2:13-15). In Scripture dreams 
have special meanings. However, outside of Scripture, dreams are 
often misinterpreted, giving the dreamer an excuse to act on a 
superstitious belief. Nostradamus dreamed and led many people 
astray. Other times dreams will frighten and keep a person from 
acting. Sometimes God speaks to people in their dreams. Most 
often dreams reveal the innermost thinking of our hearts, often 
suppressed because of pain and discomfort. That which we long 
for may be revealed in dreams. Often, we dream and immediately 
forget our dreams upon waking. 

Praying in the morning becomes a way to prepare for the day 
after a night of rest and dreaming deeply. Intimacy with God 
begins from the moment we awake. Or, a lack of intimacy is 
shown by removing thoughts of God from our hearts and minds 
from the moment we awake because of the “great” things we 
must face or accomplish. Praying in the morning becomes a 
discipline of obedience and love for God. 

Jesus charges those who are His to stand ready for His return 
at a moment, driving home His instructions with several parables 
about those who lost because they were not prepared and ready 
for the return of their Master. He is speaking about His second 



coming. “Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man 
is coming at an hour you do not expect” (Matt. 24:44) and 
“Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour” 
(Matt. 25:13). Jesus characterizes His coming as a thief in the 
night. “Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who 
stays awake, keeping his garments on, that he may not go about 
naked and be seen exposed!” (Rev. 16:15). 

Discipline involves every thought and action. We are at war 
with sin, our own flesh and Satan and the world. Each of these 
enemies would storm our lives and enslave us, dragging us away 
from God. God’s Spirit in us, and the Word of God, gives us 
the tools we need to fight this war. It is a war fought in the 
heavens while the battlefield is within each person. “The LORD 
saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 
every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually” (Gen. 6:5). Jesus does not fix the old heart, the 
dead person. He makes a new person with a new heart that 
hungers and thirsts for Him and His righteousness, driving the 
recreated person to intimacy with Him. We are left in this world 
for two reasons. First, we are witnesses to the grace and truth of 
God before the world. Secondly, God is preparing us for 
eternity with Him. Our preparation begins at the moment of 
salvation and continues in eternity. 

God’s Holiness 
For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; 

evil may not dwell with you. (Ps. 5:4) 

God cannot abide ungodliness. He separates for eternity 
those who hate Him from those who love and obey Him. Yet, 
because of sin, none can work their way into eternity with God. 
Everyone is ungodly but some recognize their sin, realize the 
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consequences and turn toward God in faith. God honors those 
who strive to come toward Him in obedience. 

Wickedness is a word related to the word wicked first seen 
in Psalm 1. “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of 
the wicked” (Ps. 1:1). David speaks, and Jesus affirms, that God 
has no delight, which means to take pleasure, in anything that 
contradicts His holiness. Evil means disagreeable, malignant, 
bad and describes the thinking of the heart of those who hate 
God. To dwell means to abide, stay, live and also means to stir 
up or quarrel and cause strife. God is not pleased with any who 
fight against Him, who disobey Him, yet seek to live with Him 
because of His generous and gracious nature. This statement, in 
Psalm 5:4, is reminiscent of the previous Psalm. “There are 
many who say, ‘Who will show us some good? Lift up the light 
of your face upon us, O LORD!’” (Ps. 4:6). 

Jesus delights in entering the House of His Father. Many who 
lived in the vicinity of the Temple would take advantage of the 
obedient sacrifices of the people for gain and profit. At the 
beginning of His earthly ministry, Jesus entered the Temple in 
Jerusalem during Passover week and drove out the vendors who 
had set up their wares in the courtyard of the Gentiles. The place 
was called Annas’ Bazaar. Annas was the father-in-law of 
Caiaphas, the High Priest. 

In Annas’ Bazaar were vendors selling animals for the 
requisite sacrifices and moneychangers who would exchange 
foreign currency for that used locally. Before a person could offer 
a sacrifice to God to fulfill their obligations under the law, the 
animal being sacrificed had to meet the requirements of the law. 
The animal had to be perfect, with no blemishes. Many people, 
traveling from great distances, could not bring an animal with 
them, so after they arrived they bought an animal to sacrifice. 
The prices for the animals were higher in the Temple than 
anywhere else. Or, if they did bring an animal to sacrifice from 



their own possessions, a priest had to inspect the animal to 
ensure it was perfect and suitable for sacrifice. The inspecting 
priest would find something wrong with the animal and send the 
pilgrim to the vendor for an exchange and upgrade. Those 
pilgrims coming from other countries would have to exchange 
their currency for the local shekel, also at an exorbitant rate. Then 
they would have to buy an animal with the money left. In all of 
the exchanges many of the priest would receive a kickback.  

Jesus visited the Temple often. It was customary for the 
Jewish people to come to Jerusalem once a year, during Passover, 
to celebrate God. Annas’ Bazaar was a daily event, for someone 
was always offering a sacrifice according to the law. Jesus was 
familiar with the marketplace within the Temple walls. His anger 
toward the desecration of the Temple had built over time.  At 
this Passover he took action against those buying and selling in 
the Temple courts. 

He made a whip out of cords and began driving people from 
the Temple, attacking the vendors selling their wares. It was not 
that being a seller was wrong. It was that they were selling in the 
Temple and overcharging people to the profit of the priests. He 
flipped over their tables. He dumped their money on the ground. 
Jesus violently disrupted the workings of the Temple because of 
the evil dwelling in the house of God. God does not delight in 
wickedness and evil may not dwell with Him. 

Notice what Jesus said when He drove them away. “Take 
these things away; do not make my Father's house a house of 
trade” (John 2:16). Since His childhood Jesus identified the 
Temple as the house of God and that God was His Father. “Did 
you not know that I must be in my Father's house?” (Luke 2:49). 
He was His Father’s Son. “You are my Son; today I have 
begotten you. Ask of me, and I will make the nations your 
heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession. You shall 
break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a 
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potter's vessel” (Ps. 2:7-9). Jesus was doing that which God had 
given Him to do. 

During the first Passover week, at the beginning of His 
earthly ministry, Jesus shouted the message He was Messiah. He 
wrote the Laws of the sacrifices. The Temple was His house and 
that He was in control. He threw down the gauntlet and formally 
challenged the authority of the religious leaders of His people. 
His was not a true challenge but a statement of fact that He was 
their authority. 

To Stand Before God 
The boastful shall not stand before your eyes;  

you hate all evildoers. (Ps. 5:5) 

God is holy, righteous and just in all His dealings with those 
created in His image. It is the image of God in people that drives 
them toward Him, for He created all for intimate relationship 
with Him. Yet, sin drives people away from God and is the 
reason God judges harshly those who rebel against Him. “The 
LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, 
and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually” (Gen. 6:5). God’s image is not corrupted. However, 
the vessel that contains His image is bent and broken beyond 
repair. God does not fix His creation that is broken. He recreates. 
Jesus calls this being “born again.” “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God” 
(John 3:3). Paul calls those who are God’s a new creation. 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old 
has passed away; behold, the new has come” (2 Cor. 5:17). God 
does not recreate those who continue in their rebellion, and is 
grieved that those He created for relationship refuse His gift of 
recreation. 



Those who are wicked have set themselves above 
God. “The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together, against the LORD and against his Anointed, 
saying, ‘Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords 
from us’” (Ps. 2:2-3). God will not allow anyone or anything to 
take His rightful place. “He who sits in the heavens laughs; the 
Lord holds them in derision” (Ps. 2:4). For the High Priest 
during Jesus’ time to allow the Temple of God to fill with those 
who cheated God’s people coming to worship Him, was the 
height of dishonoring God. Wickedness looks at personal 
accomplishments that are temporary and will ultimately fail, 
over the work of God, which is eternally permanent. 

Boastful means to shine or flash a brief light, looking for 
praise and commendation from those immediately present. 
Boasting is also the words of either a madman or a fool. Those 
who are insane cannot think or feel in a clear, normal way. God 
gave His image to people so behavior would be naturally 
righteous. Sin entered the race and people cannot act in a godly 
manner without direct intervention. Rebelling against God is 
insane. Foolishness is a characteristic of a person who has 
lost reason or is unable to reason, having no understanding and 
acting in a way that brings hardship and suffering. In Scripture a 
fool is a wicked and depraved person, who rejects sound 
wisdom and pursues temporary, sinful pleasures. Those who 
turned the Temple into a marketplace showed they had no 
intimate understanding of God, nor valued Him and His house 
of worship. 

God will not allow those who rebel against Him to claim 
His righteousness. He will judge them. “Therefore the wicked 
will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation 
of the righteous” (Ps. 1:5). Those who God identifies with His 
Son, who are blessed, will stand before Him, shielded by the 
righteousness of His Son. There are two different words 
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for stand in the first few Psalms. In Psalm 1 the word stand means 
to rise up before, fixed, validated, proven and fulfilled. This 
person is covered with the blood of Christ, their sin forgiven 
and their place before God firmly established. Those who are 
wicked continue to sin, having rejected the sacrifice of the Son, 
thinking they are able to stand on their own merits. They cannot 
stand before God, their works are judged as unrighteous, and 
they are driven from His eternal presence. 

Standing Before God 
The boastful shall not stand before your eyes;  

you hate all evildoers. (Ps. 5:5) 

In the verse, “the boastful shall not stand before your eyes” 
(Ps. 5:5), the word stand means to station oneself, as in a place of 
authority, or to present oneself. Those who bought and sold 
animals, traded currency, positioned themselves in the Temple as 
a necessary part of the Temple worship. With the blessing of the 
High Priest and those priests who worked in the Temple during 
their rotation, people had to use these merchants if they wanted 
to worship God. Annas’ Bazaar was in the Court of the Gentiles, 
restricting those Gentiles who wanted to learn about God and 
worship Him in His house to a place filled with worldly activity 
and noise. Everything about the Temple worship at that time was 
corrupted and dishonoring to God. 

God hates that people are driven away from Him. His 
Temple, during the time of Christ’s earthly ministry, and at other 
times during the history of Israel, was turned into a place to 
worship idols. To hate means to detest, to have an aversion 
toward. They hate God through their iniquity, which is idolatry 
and refers to those who hunger and thirst after unrighteousness. 
Jesus is candid in His assessment of those who train and teach 



God’s children to sin and rebel. “Whoever receives one such 
child in my name receives me, but whoever causes one of these 
little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to 
have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be 
drowned in the depth of the sea” (Matt. 18:5-6). Those who, after 
rejecting the prompting of the Holy Spirit and the command to 
repent of their sin are judged and sentenced and executed 
according to His righteous standard. They will perish. 

Those who watched Jesus’ violent action against the 
merchants questioned His authority. They asked for a 
sign. “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” (John 
2:18). His answer to them was a prophecy of His ultimate 
purpose for coming. They would kill Him and He would not stay 
dead. “Destroy this Temple, and in three days I will raise it 
up” (John 2:19). Jesus was speaking about His own body, not 
about the physical structure of the Temple. John calls Jesus’ body 
the Temple. “But he was speaking about the Temple of his 
body” (John 2:21). These same people would use His words 
against Him at the kangaroo trial, where they condemned Him, 
an innocent man, to death. “At last two came forward and said, 
‘This man said, “I am able to destroy the Temple of God, and to 
rebuild it in three days”’” (Matt. 26:60-61). They do not want to 
understand God. The collusion of the priests to use the Temple 
for their own pleasure and profit brings God’s ultimate wrath 
upon them. They hated Him. He hates their behavior of rebellion 
against Him and will hold them accountable.    
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Truth 
You destroy those who speak lies; 

the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man. (Ps. 5:6) 

Why does God hate lies? When He spoke to the Israelites 
after He brought them out of Egypt He told them “You shall not 
bear false witness against your neighbor” (Exod. 20:16; see also 
Deut. 5:20). To bear false witness is to speak deceptively about 
anything to your neighbor or before a group, such as a court of 
law. God hates lies because His essential, eternal character is 
truth. He created Man in His image, which means for anyone to 
speak something that is not true goes against His will in creation. 
Lying is first against God and then against others. It is one more 
way for people to reject God and His perfect design for them. In 
the Garden, the Deceiver lied to Eve, who believed the lie and 
acted in rebellion against God. Lying is an act of rebellion against 
the eternal nature of God. 

Those who speak lies are anyone who tells a falsehood or 
deceptive thing about anything, including libel and defamation, 
slurs and slanders, making statements fabricated to lead another 
to an untrue conclusion. Deceitful means treachery, and involves 
betrayal, treason, disloyalty and sedition.  

There are two other words used to describe God’s justice 
toward those who lie. God will destroy those who lie, which 
means to perish, vanish and make go away, blot them out, 
sentence to eternal death, which is separation from Him, the 
source of life. God abhors them, which means to detest, loathe, 
to make an abomination, all ritually and ethically. God does not 
tolerate lies. He then equates lying to those who are bloodthirsty, 
or those who seek to put others to death for no reason. God 
equates lying to murder. 

When Jesus violently drove the vendors and money changers 
from the Temple courts He was challenged by the religious 



leaders. They asked Him for a sign, a testimony, to establish His 
authority to clear the Temple. It was their Temple, in their minds, 
and not His. It had taken many years to complete and was still 
not finished. They were in charge of what occurred on the 
Temple grounds. Jesus’ actions were a direct challenge to their 
traditional authority. “What sign do you show us for doing these 
things?” (John 2:18). 

Jesus’ response made no sense to them. “Destroy this 
Temple, and in three days I will raise it up” (John 2:19). They 
thought He was speaking about the physical Temple, the 
structure rising around them. But He was speaking about His 
body. “But he was speaking about the Temple of his body. 
When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this, and they believed the 
Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken” (John 2:21-22). 
He did not say He would destroy the Temple. He implied they 
would destroy the Temple, which is His body. He prophesied 
their actions in murdering Him and His accomplishment in 
rising from the dead. 

How did they manage to condemn Jesus to death and destroy 
the Temple that was His body? They lied. Their lies revealed the 
thinking of their hearts and the bloodthirsty nature of their 
actions. They believed false witnesses. 

Now the chief priests and the whole council were seeking false 
testimony against Jesus that they might put him to death, but 
they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. 
At last two came forward and said, “This man said, ‘I am able 
to destroy the Temple of God, and to rebuild it in three days.” 
(Matt. 26:59-61; see Mark 14:55-56) 

When Stephen was executed for his witness about Jesus and 
the gospel, those who condemned him used almost the same lies 
they spoke against Jesus. 
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Then they secretly instigated men who said, “We have heard 
him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” And 
they stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, and 
they came upon him and seized him and brought him before 
the council, and they set up false witnesses who said, “This 
man never ceases to speak words against this holy place and 
the law, for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth 
will destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses 
delivered to us.” (Acts 6:11-14) 

Their lies led to the murders of both Jesus and Stephen. They 
did not violate only one of the statements of God in Exodus 20, 
but many. By lying and murdering they dishonored God, heaping 
derision upon His name. Jesus was resurrected and Stephen will 
be resurrected. Those who lied will stand before God and then 
be driven from His presence, unless before they die they repent, 
admitting their sin and embracing the grace of God given 
through the Man they murdered. 

Entering God’s House 
But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love,  

will enter your house. 
I will bow down toward your holy Temple  

in the fear of you. (Ps. 5:7) 

We enter God’s house only because He draws us to Himself. 
God built a house, a Temple and a place where His people 

would worship Him, in Jerusalem, the City of David. Solomon 
spent seven years building the Temple (2 Kings 6:38). Jesus 
went to a Temple built by Herod the Great, still under 
construction after 46 years (John 2:20). Solomon’s Temple was 
destroyed in 586 BC and its contents carried off to Babylon by 
Nebuchadnezzar. God used Nebuchadnezzar to punish His 



people because of their sin, as He continuously warned them 
He would do. In AD 70, Herod’s Temple was destroyed by 
Titus, who attacked Jerusalem because of the rebellion of the 
Jewish nation against Rome.  

God is not contained in a physical place. He does not live in a 
physical house. Solomon knew this as he dedicated the Temple 
he built to God. “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? 
Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you; how 
much less this house that I have built!” (1 Kings 8:27). God 
created the heavens and the earth. He transcends heaven, filling 
the earth with Himself, holding the universe in His hand. “Can a 
man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? 
declares the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares the 
LORD” (Jer. 23:24). We build places of worship for ourselves. 
Our purpose is to know God intimately, the reason He created us 
in His image. God wants us to worship and know Him. 

Thus says the LORD: “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is 
my footstool; what is the house that you would build for me, 
and what is the place of my rest?  All these things my hand has 
made, and so all these things came to be, declares the LORD. 
But this is the one to whom I will look: he who is humble and 
contrite in spirit and trembles at my word.” (Isa. 66:1-2) 

Abundance means multitude and greatness. Steadfast love 
means goodness, kindness and faithfulness. Fear is not terror 
caused by an eminently dangerous circumstance but the greatest 
respect, reverence and piety brought on by the awesome and 
terrifying presence of God. To bow down is to worship and 
prostrate oneself before God. God draws the worshipper into 
His presence because of His eternal love for the person created 
in His image. In response, the individual offers true worship to 
the God of the universe with an intimate understanding and 
knowledge of Him who is above all. 
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Jesus entered the Temple at the beginning of His ministry 
and violently drove away those who desecrated the House of 
God. He challenged those given the responsibility to lead God’s 
people in truthful worship. He knew the Temple would be 
destroyed. Herod’s Temple was a magnificent structure, which 
impressed all who saw and entered.  

Jesus left the Temple and was going away, when his disciples 
came to point out to him the buildings of the Temple. But he 
answered them, “You see all these, do you not? Truly, I say to 
you, there will not be left here one stone upon another that will 
not be thrown down.’ (Matt. 24:1-2) 

 God’s Temple is the body of Christ, which Jesus said they 
would destroy and He would raise again in three days. “He was 
speaking about the Temple of his body” (John 2:21). He is the 
eternal Temple of God built with the living stones of those who 
belong to Him.  

As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the 
sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living 
stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. (1 Pet. 2:4-5) 

God’s house is in eternity. Jesus did not come to preserve a 
sinful world, to fix it or make it better. He came to draw to 
Himself, into His presence for eternity, “those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness” (Matt. 5:6), who have abandoned 
themselves to Him. “If anyone would come after me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For 
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for my sake will save it” (Luke 9:23-24). 

In the world, God’s enemies surround us. We are separated 
from the world for Him who created the world, while still living 
in the world. We are here as a witness to them of the love God 



has for them, shown through the life, death and resurrection of 
His Son. Also, He is preparing us for eternity with Him. Our 
place is both as a witness in a courtroom and a student in a 
classroom. 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellences of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are 
God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you 
have received mercy. Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and 
exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war 
against your soul. Keep your conduct among the Gentiles 
honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, 
they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of 
visitation. (1 Pet. 2:9-12) 

The Narrow and Straight 
Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness  

because of my enemies; 
make your way straight before me. (Ps. 5:8) 

There is a spiritual pathway that leads to God’s Kingdom. It 
is narrow, sometimes meandering, straight in other places, steep 
in some, and impossible to traverse without the leading and 
direction of the Holy Spirit. People start their journey along this 
route carrying everything they deem valuable. As they walk, they 
lose stuff that has no eternal value. At the end of the path is a 
gate, small and narrow that allows only the traveller called by 
God to enter. They may carry nothing through that gate which 
belongs in the world.  

“Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter 
the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel 
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to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to 
enter the kingdom of God.” (Matt. 19:23-24; see Mark 10:24-
25, Luke 18:24-25) 

The world is a highway leading away from God. It is fast and 
wide, and accommodating to all. As people move along this 
freeway they pickup stuff, adding to their burden, refusing to 
abandon anything they deem valuable and necessary to their life. 
Surrounded by many, who jostle and fight for position, they 
move en mass toward anything that is not God. At the end of the 
road is a gate, wide and inviting, going to a place where those 
who enter will never know God.  

“Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is 
easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are 
many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to 
life, and those who find it are few.” (Matt. 7:13-14) 

Jesus cleared the Temple at the beginning of His ministry 
and then again just before His crucifixion and resurrection. He 
made Himself known, angering the Jewish religious leaders 
because of His brazen actions and outrageous claims. They were 
His enemies, foes and rivals, opponents and antagonists. They 
were against Him in everything He did. It was common 
knowledge among the people of Jerusalem that the religious 
leaders wanted to murder Jesus. “Some of the people of 
Jerusalem therefore said, ‘Is not this the man whom they seek to 
kill?’” (John 7:25). Everything Jesus did rankled and irritated 
those who hated Him. Even when Jesus healed sick and 
maimed people, they became enraged. 

Surrounded by such malevolence, Jesus sought God’s will. 
He prayed for God’s righteousness. This Psalm speaks to Jesus’ 
desire to know God under the harshest circumstance. “Lead me, 
O LORD, in your righteousness because of my enemies; make 
your way straight before me” (Ps. 5:8). To lead, or to be led, 



means to be guided, to bring to a place with purposeful intent. 
Righteousness is the rule of law of the King and Sovereign, God’s 
decrees founded on God’s eternally pure character. Straight means 
level and smooth, to be perfectly right according to law, directed 
without mistake or purposeful deceit. Before me means face, 
presence, person, in front of, as in leading by the hand someone 
who cannot lead themselves. Jesus is praying that God prepare 
the way, clear the obstacles which would trip or hinder, and 
direct His words, actions and motivations, to ultimately bring 
Him before God, the destination of every spiritual journey. 

One of the major themes of the Psalms is the confrontation 
of those who are righteous against those who are unrighteous. 
God blesses the man, Jesus Christ, and all who take refuge in 
Him, because He, and they, do not walk “in the counsel of the 
wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of 
scoffers” (Ps. 1:1). His enemies conspire against Him, teaching 
and training those under their authority to actively rebel against 
God. They surround Him. But He is not afraid, even when the 
intent of His enemies is His murder. “I will not be afraid of many 
thousands of people who have set themselves against me all 
around” (Ps. 3:6). He challenges them in the thinking of their 
hearts. “O men, how long shall my honor be turned into shame? 
How long will you love vain words and seek after lies?” (Ps. 4:2). 
His resurrection is the ultimate victory over their rebellion. 
“Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the 
Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is 
quickly kindled” (Ps. 2:11-12). 

Jesus does not just pray this for Himself but for all who are 
identified with Him. “Blessed are all who take refuge in him” (Ps. 
2:12). Those who trust Him, that He will deliver what He has 
promised, are hidden in Him. What happens to Him happens to 
them. Where He goes they are. God’s house is in eternity. As 
Jesus walks toward God’s house, a spiritual path, those who are 
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in Him go with Him into God’s presence. God gave Jesus the 
purpose and task of drawing those who love Him into His life-
giving presence. We carry nothing with us but, for a short time, 
His cross, which is our cross. 

And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For 
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 
life for my sake will save it. For what does it profit a man if he 
gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself? (Luke 
9:23-25) 

Evidence of Rebellion 
For there is no truth in their mouth; 

their inmost self is destruction; 
their throat is an open grave; 

they flatter with their tongue. (Ps. 5:9) 

Jesus stands in God’s courtroom, presenting the evidence of 
rebellion to the eternal Judge. God is righteous and just. Jesus 
prayed for God’s attention, then announces God’s character for 
all to hear. God does not tolerate those who lie, especially about 
Him to those who are His. Jesus enters God’s house, His 
Temple, the eternal courtroom of God’s presence, seeking to 
follow the absolute will of God in all ways. Those who revile 
God, who mutiny against Him, who lead others in their rebellion, 
face God’s judgment. They are the defendants in God’s 
courtroom, representing themselves against the Prosecutor, who 
wants to cover them with grace and mercy but cannot because of 
their continual obstinate and unlawful behavior. 

Who they are, the defendants standing in God’s courtroom, 
is shown from their innermost selves, the evidence of their vile 
words. Their intent dictates their actions. They will do that which 



they think and feel. God already proclaimed “the wickedness of 
man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Gen. 6:5). Man’s 
spiritual condition has not changed since the time of Noah, or 
from the first act of rebellion against God in the Garden of Eden 
by Adam and Eve. God destroyed all but eight in the time of 
Noah. He will not do that again until the end of time. Then He 
will judge each according to their sin. 

“For there is no truth in their mouth.” Truth means fixed, 
established, securely enduring direction, referring to the 
contemptible words that spew from their mouths. The word no 
means nothing, without, lacking. Nothing that comes from their 
mouths is fixed or provides direction. Their words and standards 
for living are arbitrary, changing at a whim, the exact opposite of 
God’s words. Their hearts, the inmost self is destruction, which is evil 
desires, a chasm of calamity. Everything about the thinking of 
their hearts, made known through their words and actions, is not 
true by any standard of truth. There is only one standard. He, 
who created all things and set laws in place, reveals truth for all to 
know and follow.  

Jesus presents the evidence and then drives it home by 
repeating that evidence. Not only is there no truth in their mouths, 
when they open their mouths all that is contained and spills out 
is dead. Their throats are an open grave, a tomb or sepulcher, 
which contains dead and decaying bodies.  With their tongues 
they flatter, which means to divide, plunder, impart and share, 
smooth and slippery. Their words tickle the ears of their 
hearers, enticing them to follow and embrace that which is not 
true. They are false witnesses, declaring they speak for God to 
those who would see God, but intentionally leading them away 
from Him whom they seek. 

Toward the end of Jesus’ earthly ministry, during the 
Passover week before His crucifixion, He again entered the 
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Temple and drove out those who desecrated God’s house. “And 
he entered the Temple and began to drive out those who sold, 
saying to them, ‘It is written, ‘My house shall be a house of 
prayer,’ but you have made it a den of robbers’” (Luke 19:45-46). 
Those with the responsibility to lead the people to God, who 
were in charge of the Temple, hated Jesus for challenging their 
authority. They hated Him but the people they lead loved Jesus 
and listened intently to His teaching. “And he was teaching daily 
in the Temple. The chief priests and the scribes and the principal 
men of the people were seeking to destroy him, but they did not 
find anything they could do, for all the people were hanging on 
his words” (Luke 19:47-48). 

What follows Jesus actions and teaching in the Temple is a 
series of challenges by those religious leaders. They challenge His 
authority, try to trap Him in His words, look for anything they 
could to condemn Him. They ask about the baptism of John 
(Luke 20:1-8). They ask if it is lawful to pay taxes to Caesar (Luke 
20:19-26). They ask about marriage and what will happen in 
heaven (Luke 20:27-40). 

Jesus then tells the people to beware of the teaching of the 
Scribes and those who claim spiritual authority. 

And in the hearing of all the people he said to his disciples, 
“Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, 
and love greetings in the marketplaces and the best seats in the 
synagogues and the places of honor at feasts, who devour 
widows' houses and for a pretense make long prayers. They will 
receive the greater condemnation.” (Luke 20:45-47) 

Matthew 23 is a litany of woes and declarations against the 
Scribes and Pharisees. “Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his 
disciples, ‘The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat, so do 
and observe whatever they tell you, but not the works they do. 
For they preach, but do not practice’” (Matt. 23:1-3). Jesus 



presents the evidence that those who are tasked with leading 
people toward God actually lead them away from God. 

God will not tolerate those who change His words and turn 
worshipping Him into idolatry. Their leading and teaching bring 
death not life. They have turned the truth into a lie and speak the 
lies to a people eager to hear them and believe anything but truth. 

Rebellion Judged 
Make them bear their guilt, O God;  
let them fall by their own counsels; 

because of the abundance of their transgressions cast them out, 
for they have rebelled against you. (Ps. 5:10) 

God does not tolerate rebellion against His will. From Adam 
and Eve to the present and into the future until time ends, people 
mutiny against God. Those who strive against Him, who disobey 
His will, are finally separated from Him. God told Adam to not 
eat the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil “for 
in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die” (Gen. 2:17). God 
actually said, “die die.” Eat this fruit and you will die spiritually 
after you die physically. Spiritual death is separation from Him 
who gives spiritual life, while continuing to exist. To exist 
eternally without spiritual nourishment is hell. Psalm 5 is God 
warning people of the consequences of rebelling against Him. 

People do not commit just one sin. Those who are enslaved 
to sin can only sin. Everything they do springs from the thinking 
of their hearts, which is corrupted. Every thought, emotion and 
motivation is against God. Jesus tells those who would believe in 
Him the truth about sin and salvation. Everyone sins because it is 
their nature and are therefore under the judgment and wrath of 
God. In Jesus, God sets people free from the eternal 
consequences of sin. “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who 
practices sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the 
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house forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son sets you 
free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:34-36). Instead of accepting 
freedom from sin people chose continued bondage. 

One sin brings separation from God. One act of 
righteousness brings God’s grace and forgiveness to all. 
“Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so 
one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all 
men” (Rom. 5:18 ESV; see Rom. 5:12-21). After there is an 
understanding of what God has done, and God’s grace is 
rejected, only one sin is enough to separate the unrepentant 
sinner from God. 

For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once been 
enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared 
in the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the goodness of the word of 
God and the powers of the age to come, and then have fallen 
away, to restore them again to repentance, since they are 
crucifying once again the Son of God to their own harm and 
holding him up to contempt. (Heb. 6:4-6) 

God gives everyone His image because He wants a relationship 
with everyone. It is the image of God, through the prompting of 
the Holy Spirit, which draws people toward God, commanding 
them to turn away from sin. Those who reject the prompting of 
the Holy Spirit disobey the command of God. They continue to 
mutiny and fight against God. 

Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not 
gather with me scatters. Therefore I tell you, every sin and 
blasphemy will be forgiven people, but the blasphemy against 
the Spirit will not be forgiven. And whoever speaks a word 
against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks 
against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or 
in the age to come. (Matt. 12:30-21 ESV; see also Mark 3:28-
29, Luke 12:8-10, 1 John 5:15-16). 



God does not ask for obedience, begging those who are His 
by creation to stop sinning and be holy. He commands 
obedience. God never ask any to obey. He expects obedience 
because He is God. For any to continue to rebel, after knowing 
what God expects and demands, is an in-His-face act of 
insubordination. 

People are without excuse in their rebellion. Those who 
are enslaved by sin are given the opportunity of freedom and 
choose continued slavery. It is the image of God in each 
person that is the catalyst for change. This change is ignited by 
the Holy Spirit, who wants relationship, who shows all their 
place before God. Choosing sin over God means separation 
from God. 

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their 
unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be known 
about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to 
them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and 
divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the 
creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So 
they are without excuse. For although they knew God, they did 
not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became 
futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 
(Rom. 1:18-21) 
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Sentencing 
Make them bear their guilt, O God;  
let them fall by their own counsels; 

because of the abundance of their transgressions cast them out, 
for they have rebelled against you. (Ps. 5:10) 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem the last week of His earthly 
ministry, He went to the Temple, His Father’s house, and cleared 
away the vendors and moneychangers. He disrupted Annas’ 
Bazaar, violently driving them from the Temple grounds. In the 
Gospel of John, at the beginning of His ministry when He did 
the same, He accused the authorities of turning His Father’s 
house into a market. “Take these things away; do not make my 
Father's house a house of trade” (John 2:16). Now, the second 
time, He accuses them of thievery. They are stealing from the 
people and from God. “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a 
house of prayer,’ but you make it a den of robbers” (Matt. 21:13 
ESV; see Mark 11:17, Luke 19:46). Jesus acts angry. 

Following this scene, Jesus confronts and is confronted by 
the spiritual leaders of Israel, who are leading the people away 
from God, not toward Him. Yet, the people come to Jesus, 
especially those who need healing. Children cried out, exclaiming 
over Jesus. 

And the blind and the lame came to him in the Temple, and 
he healed them. 

But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful 
things that he did, and the children crying out in the Temple, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant, and they 
said to him, “Do you hear what these are saying?”  

And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never read, “‘Out 
of the mouth of infants and nursing babies you have 
prepared praise’?” And leaving them, he went out of the city 
to Bethany and lodged there. (Matt. 21:14-17). 



The next day, Jesus again entered the Temple. There is no 
indication Annas’ Bazaar was still there. Immediately, the chief 
priest challenged and questioned Jesus’ authority. Jesus asked 
them about John’s baptism. “The baptism of John, from where 
did it come? From heaven or from man?” (Matt. 21:25). They 
refused to answer. “And they discussed it among themselves, 
saying, ‘If we say, “From heaven,” he will say to us, “Why then 
did you not believe him?” But if we say, “From man,” we are 
afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet’” 
(Matt. 21:25-26). They were not interested in knowing the truth. 
All they wanted was political power. “For there is no truth in 
their mouth” (Ps. 5:9). 

Jesus confronts these religious leaders and their rebellion 
using two parables. “When the chief priests and the Pharisees 
heard his parables, they perceived that he was speaking about 
them. And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared 
the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet” (Matt. 21:45-
46). Jesus used His stories to convict them of their guilt and 
wrongdoing. 

Jesus’ first parable was of the two sons. A father had two 
sons. He told them both to work in their vineyard. One son 
declared he would, but did not. The other son said he would not 
work, but went and worked. One son claimed obedience but lied. 
The other son rebelled but then obeyed. The Father is God. The 
sons are the children of God.  

Which of the two did the will of his father?”  
They said, “The first.”  
Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and 

the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. For 
John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not 
believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed 
him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change 
your minds and believe him. (Matt. 21:31-32) 
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Jesus second parable is of the tenants of a master who built a 
winepress then traveled to a distant country. The tenants 
mutinied against him, killing the servants of the master sent to 
gather the profits of the winepress. The master sent his son, 
whom they also killed. They believed by killing the son they 
would then be rid of the master and have full control of the 
winepress. The Master is God. The tenants are the people of 
God. The servants are the prophets of God and the son is Jesus. 

When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will 
he do to those tenants?” 

They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable 
death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give 
him the fruits in their seasons.” (Matt. 21:40-41) 

The words of the religious leaders condemned themselves. 
“Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away 
from you and given to a people producing its fruits” (Matt. 
21:43).  They will bear their own guilt. They will fall by their 
own counsel. They rebel and sin against God and He will cast 
them from His presence. 

Refuge 
But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; 

let them ever sing for joy, 
and spread your protection over them, 

that those who love your name 
may exult in you. (Psalm 5:11) 

When threatened people stand and fight, shake in fear, 
paralyzed and unable to move, or flee to a protected place. A 
refuge is a trusted place where those who belong to God flee 
from danger, knowing His protection is guaranteed. However, 
God’s refuge is not a physical place. He does not take people 



out of the world when they are in danger. Those who are in 
Christ are hidden in His Son, filled with His Spirit, and 
guaranteed eternal life. God blesses those in Christ because He 
blesses Christ, the only One who lived a full life in the flesh and 
never sinned. “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel 
of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sit in the 
seat of scoffers” (Ps. 1:1). Those in Christ are in God’s refuge. 
“Blessed are all who take refuge in him” (Ps. 2:12). 

Finding refuge in God through Christ brings eternal joy, even 
when surrounded by temporal chaos. They not only rejoice, which 
is to make glad, but they ever sing for joy. Ever means from ancient 
times into eternity, indefinite and unending. To sing for joy means 
to give a ringing cry out of perpetual gladness. Those who face 
the wrath of the world because of their relationship with God in 
Christ will endure persecution for righteousness’ sake.  

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when 
others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you. (Matt. 5:10-12) 

Living in the world and facing persecution does not feel like 
having God’s protection. Trust, which is part of the description 
of a refuge, is an emotional response to the sure promises of God 
and integral to a healthy, whole faith. He has promised those who 
are His eternity with Him, where there is no sin. “Evil may not 
dwell with you” (Ps. 5:4). In the refuge of His eternal presence is 
His protection, a hedge or fence, woven together, strong beyond 
comprehension. Nothing that is not of God gets through this 
barrier. “In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with 
the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance 
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until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory” (Eph. 
1:13-14). 

God protects those who love Him. We often do not see His 
protection. When He allows us, those who are His, to feel the 
brunt of persecution for righteousness’ sake, it may seem He has 
withdrawn His refuge and abandoned us to the world. Yet, being 
in Christ means that what happens to Christ happens to us, and 
what happens to us happens to Christ. Jesus endured the cross 
for our sake and bids us take up our cross, which is, in reality, His 
cross, and follow Him. “Whoever does not bear his own cross 
and come after me cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:27). Our 
identity with Christ is complete. Our obedience to God is a 
natural result of our being in Christ. He who raised Christ from 
the dead will also raise us and bring us into eternity with Him. 
Nothing this world can do will separate us from Him. 

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who 
can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave 
him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give 
us all things? Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It 
is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the 
one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the 
right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or 
sword? (Rom. 9:31-35) 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem on His way to cleansing the 
Temple, a crowd of people filled with children sang out 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” (Matt. 21:9). Some 
Pharisees standing there told Jesus to rebuke His disciples and 
stop them from singing out to Him. “He answered, ‘I tell you, if 
these were silent, the very stones would cry out’” (Luke 19:40). 
After driving out the people desecrating His Father’s House, the 



children continued to sing “Hosanna to the Son of David!” 
(Matt. 21:15), causing the indignation of the chief priests.  

Those who love God cannot help but sing out in joy. They 
exult in Him, which is to give glory, rejoice, act triumphantly, and 
take the greatest pride. He is everything.  

Covered 
For you bless the righteous, O LORD; 

you cover him with favor as with a shield. (Ps. 5:12) 

God blesses the righteous. In Psalm 1, God blesses a 
righteous man. “Blessed is the man who walks not …” (Ps 1:1). 
This opening statement of the Psalms points to the One Man 
who has never done anything wicked or sinful. There is only 
One. His name is Jesus Christ, the Son of God. If anyone else is 
righteous before God it is because they are found in Christ. They 
take refuge in Him. God blesses those in Christ because He 
blessed Christ and what happens to the Son of God happens to 
those in Him. “Therefore, the wicked will not stand in the 
judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; for 
the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the 
wicked will perish” (Ps. 1:5-6). 

How does God bless the Righteous One and those found 
righteous in Him? He will cover Him, which means to surround 
and to give a crown. Not only does God protect Him, 
spreading His “protection over them” (Ps. 5:11), those in 
Christ, but He gives Him a crown, seating Him in Zion. “As 
for men, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill” (Ps. 2:6). 
Where God’s King is, so are His citizens. 

Favor is goodwill, acceptance, delight and pleasure. A shield 
is a buckler and can also mean something piercing, a hook or 
barb. A shield is a defensive weapon designed to stop any attack 
without qualification. God does not even allow an attack to 
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occur but hooks those who hate Him and leads them away from 
His presence. 

God will allow nothing into eternity that conflicts with His 
ultimate will and purpose. His presence is enough to keep all 
protected from sin, from the Deceiver, and the world that draws 
people away from Him. There is no danger in His presence. 
There is peace and rest given to all whom He draws to Himself. 
Those found in Christ are protected and secure in their being and 
place before Him. 

Throughout Jesus’ last week, after He entered the Temple 
and violently drove out those who desecrated His Father’s house, 
He challenged and was challenged by the religious leaders. They 
questioned Him, His authority, and His reason for acting 
violently against them. He challenged them, telling them parables 
meant to convict and draw out their sin so they might see their 
sin and repent. Just before launching into a long, multi-pronged 
accusation of them, Jesus asks them a simple question. Whose 
son is the Christ? “Jesus asked them a question, saying, ‘What do 
you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?  They said to him, 
‘The son of David’” (Matt. 22:41-42). They rightly answered. 
Messiah, the anointed One, the Son of God, known as Christ, is a 
descendant from the lineage of King David. He is a Man, as God 
originally created Man, without sin and with the character and 
personality of a servant, as Adam was created.  

Jesus then asks them other questions. “How is it then that 
David, in the Spirit, calls him, Lord, saying, “‘The Lord said to 
my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under 
your feet”’? If then David calls him Lord, how is he his son?” 
(Matt. 22:43-45; see Ps. 110:1, Acts 2:34-35, Heb. 1:13). How 
can Messiah be a son of a sinful man? How can Messiah be a 
man at all? 

They were confounded. “And no one was able to answer him 
a word, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more 



questions” (Matt. 22:46). They challenged God to debate. They 
sought to impose their traditions and will upon Him whom they 
were designed to serve. They refused to accept the words and 
works of the Man standing before them aware of the miracles He 
had performed, doing that which only God could do. Messiah 
was standing before them and they rejected Him. 

David wrote the Psalms as prophecies of Messiah, of Christ. 
David’s heart reflected the thinking of the heart of Jesus. Though 
they hated Him and put Him to death, He fulfilled God’s 
ultimate, eternal purpose, and lives, reigning in eternity over His 
kingdom. His citizens are with Him. God’s blessings are on them 
because of Jesus. His blood covers them with His righteousness, 
protecting them. Christ’s blood is the only defense against sin, 
stronger than any fortress, impenetrable, a shield of God’s favor 
and protection. 
 


